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The Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is 
£1 Is. a year for the Original Series, and £1 Is. for the Extra 
Series, due in advance on the 1st of January, and should be paid by 
Cheque, Postal Order, or Money-Order, crost ‘Union of London and 
Smiths Bank,’ to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria 
Eoad, Finsbury Park, London, N. Members who want their Texts 
posted to them must add to their prepaid Subscriptions Is. for the 
Original Series, and Is, for the Extra Series, yearly. The Society’s 
Texts are also sold separately at the prices put after them in the Lists ; 
but Members can get back-Texts at one-third less than the List-pnces 
by sending the cash for them in advance to the Hon. Secretary. 



The Early English Text Society was started by the late 
Dr. Furnivall in 1864 for the pui-pose of bringing the mass of Old 
English Literature within the reach of the ordinary student, and of 
wiping away the reproach under which England had long rested, of 
having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language 
and life. 

On the starting of the Society, so many Texts of importance were at 
once taken in hand by its Editors, that it became necessary in 1807 to 
open, besides the Original Scries with which the Society began, an Extra 
Series which should be mainly devoted to fresh editions of all that is 
most valuable in printed MSS. and Caxton’s and other black-letter 
books, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded when the 
convenience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra 
Series, 

During the fifty years of the Society’s existence, it has produced, 
with whatever shortcomings, and at a cost of over £35,000, an amount of 
good solid work for which all students of our Language, and some of 
our Literature, must be grateful, and which has rendered possible the 
beginnings (at least) of proper Histories and Dictionaries of that 
Language and Literature, and has illustrated the thoughts, the life, the 
manners and customs of our forefathers and foremothers. 

But the Society's experience has shown the very small number of 
those inheritors of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, 
who care two guineas a year for the records of that speech. The Society 
has never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have 
been got ready for it ; and Editors are now anxious to send to press the 
work they have prepared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying 
to increase the number of the Society's members, and to induce its well- 
wishers to help it by gifts of money, either in one sum or by instalments. 
The Committee trust that every Member will bring before his or her 
friends and acquaintances the Society’s claims for liberal support. Until 
all Early English MSS. are printed, no proper History of our Language 
or Social Life is possible. 
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0!RIG1NAL SEBXES. (One guinea each year.) 


1. Early English Alliterative Poems, ab. 1360 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 16«. 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Pumivall, M.A. 4s. 

3. Lauder on the Dewtie of Kyngis, &c., 1556, ed. P. Hall, D.G.L. 4s. 

4. Sir Ga\7ayne and the Green Knight, ’ab. 1360, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Moms. 10s. 

5. Hume’s Orthographic and Oongruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 8s. 

7. Genesis & Exodus, ab. 1250, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8s. 

8. Morte Arthure, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7s. 

9. Thynne on Speght’s ed. of Chaucer, a.d. 1509, ed. Dr. G. Kmgsley and Dr. F, J. Furnivall. 10& 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2s. 6d. 

11. Lyndesay’s Monarche, dto., 1552, Fart I., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3s. 

12. Wright’s Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. Is. 

13 Seinte Marherete, 1200-1330, ed. Rev. 0. Oockayne : re-edited by Dr. Otto Glauning. 

14. Kyng Horn, Fiona and Blanoheflour, &c., ed. Rev, J. R. Lumby, D.D., re-ed. Dr. G. H. McKnight. 5s. 

15. Political, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 7s. 6d. 

16. The Book of €luinte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Furnivall. Is. 

17. Parallel Extracts from 45 MSS. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Is, 

IS. Hah Meidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. 0. Cockayne, re-edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 

19. Lyndesay’s Monarche, &c., Part II., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

20. Richard Rolle de Hampole, English Prose Treatises of, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. Is. 

21. Merlm, Pait II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. 

23. Dan Michel’s Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morns. 10s. 6d. 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, &c., ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Furnivall, Ss. 

25. The Staoions of Rome, the Pilgrims’ Sea-voyage, with Olene Maydenhod, ed. F. J. Furnivall. Is. 

26. Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from R. Thornton's MS., ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 6s. [1913] 

27. Levins'a Manipulus Vooabulorum, a rymmg Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B, Wheatley. 12s. 

28. William’s Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 a.d. ; Text A, Part I., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. 

29. Old EngUsh Homilies (ab. 1220*30 a.d.). Series I, Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7s. 

80. Pierce the Ploughmans Orede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. 

81. Myro’s Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 A.D., ed. B. Peacock. 4s. 

32. Early Engbsh Meals and Manners : the Boke of Horture of John Russell, the Bokes of Eeruynge, 

Curtasye, and Demeanor, the Babees Book, TTrbanitatis, &c., ed. F. J. Furnivall. 12s. 

33. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. 

34. Old Enghsh Homilies (before 1300 a.d.). Series I, Part II., ed. B. Moms, LL.D. 8s. 

85. Lyndesay’s Works, Part III. : The Hislorie and Testament of Squyer Meldmm, ed. F. Hall, 2s. 

36. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S, Stuart Glennie. 12s. 

87. Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part IV., Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. P. Hall, D.O.L. 4s. 

38. William’s Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. TextB. Ed. Rev. W, W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. 6(f. 

39. Alliterative Romance of the Destmction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson & G. A. Panton.. Pt. I. 10s, 6d. 

40. EngUsh Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21s. 

41. WilUam Lauder's Minor Poems. Ed. F. J. Furnivall. 3s. 

42. Bemardus De Cura ReiPamuliaris, Early Scottish Prophecies, dsc. Ed. J. R. Lumby, M.A. 2s. 

43. Ratis Raving, and other Moral and Religious Pieces. Ed. J. B Lumby, M,A, 8s. 

44. The Alliterative Romance of Joseph of Arimathie, or The Holy Grail : from the Vernon MS. j 

with W. de Worde’s and Pynson's Lives of Joseph : ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 5s. 

45. King Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Gregory’s Pastoral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 

English translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq. , B. A., Balliol College, Oxford. Part I. 10s. 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross Poems, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 

47. Sir David Lyndesay’s Works, Part V., ed. Dr, J. A. H. Murray. 3s. 

4S. The Times’ Whistle, and other Poems, by B. C., 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6s. 

49. An Old English Miscellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Religious Poems of the 13tli cent., ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 10s, 

50. King Alfred’s West-Saxon Version of Gregory's Pastoral Care, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. Part II. 10s. 

51 The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with translations ; ed. T. 0. Cockayne & B. Brock. 2i. 

52. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.), ed. Rev. Bafton Lodge, M. A. Part I, 10s. 

53. Old-English Homilies, Seiics II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, 13th-century, with 

the music to two of them, in old and modern notation ; ed. Rev. B. Morns, LL.D. 8s. 

54. The Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C: Richard the Redeles (by William, the author of the Vision) 


1864 


1865 


1866 


1867 


1869 


1870 


1871 


1872 


1873 
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The Ch*iginal Series of the Early English Text Society^' 


5^. The Gest Hyatoriale of the Destruction of Troy, m alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Bsq., 

and the late Rev. G. A. Panton. Part II. 10s. 6d. 1874 

57. The Early English Version of the “ Cursor Ktmdi ** ; in four Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Moms, 

M.A., LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10s. 6d. „ 

58. The Blickling Eomilies, 971 A.d., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. Ss. „ 

69. The ** Cursor Mundi in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris Part II. 15s. 1875 


60. Meditaoyuas on the Soper of our Lorde (by Robert of Bmnne), edited by J. M. Cowper. 2s. M. „ 

81. The Romance and Prophecies of Thomas of Eroeldounc, from 6 MSS.; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10s. 6d. „ 

62. The “ Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 15s. 1870 

63. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Moms. Part II. 7s. „ 

61. Pranois Thynne’s Emhleames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. P. J. Fumivall. 7s. „ 

05, Be Domes Dsege {Bede’s De Die Judicu , Ac., ed. J. R. Lnniby, B.D. 2s. „ 

66. The Cursor Mundi,” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Moms. Part IV., with 2 autotypes. 10s. 1877 

67. Notes on Piers Plowman, by the Rev. "W. W. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 21s. „ 

68. The ‘‘Cursor Mundi,” in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part V. 25s. 187S 

89. Adam Davie’s 5 Dreams about Edward DL, &c,, ed. P, J. Pumivall, M.A. 5s. „ 

70. Generydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4s. „ 

71. The Lay Polks Mass-Book, four texts, ed. Rev. Canim Simmons. 25s„ 1879 

72. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 A.n.). Part 11. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 16s, „ 

73. The Bhckling Homilies, 971 A,n., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Mom's. Part III. 10s. 1880 

74. English Works of Wyclif, hitherto nnjtnnted, ed. P. D. Matthew, Esq. 20s. „ 

75. Oatholioon Anglioum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monson’s MS. a.d. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction & Notes, hy S. J. Herrtage, B.A. ; and with a Preface by H. B, Wheatley, 20s. 1881 

76. Aelftio’s Metrical Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott. Jnl. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 10s, „ 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zuiotza, Ph.D. 25s. 1882 

78. The Pifty Earliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 13ST-1439, ed. by P. J. Pumivall, M.A. 7s. „ 

79. King Alfred’s Orosius, from Lord Tollemache’s 9th century MS., Part I. ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 18s. 1 B83 

795- Sxtra Volume, Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. lOs. „ 

80. The Early-English Life of St Katherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12i. 1884 

81. Piers Plowman : Notes, Glossary, &c. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. 18s. „ 

82. AelMc’s MetrioalLives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jnl. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part II. l‘2s. 1885 

83. The Oldest English Texts, Ohaxters, &c,, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20s. 

84. Additional Analogs to * The Wright’s Chaste Wife,* No. 12, by W. A. Clonston. Is. 1 886 

85. The Three Kings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstiuann. 17s. „ 

86. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 a.d., ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. C. Horstnianii. 12s. 

87. Early English Verse Lives of Saints (earliest version). Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstnmnn. 20s. 1SS7 

88. Hy. Bradshaw’s life of St Werhurghe ( PjTison, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstinann. 10s. „ 

89. Vices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a.i>., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I. 8s. 1888 


90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of St Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeiuan. 12s. „ 

91. Two Pifteenth-Centuiy Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited by Mr. T. Austin. 10s. 

92. Eadwine’sOanterburyPsalter, from theTrin.Cambr.MS.,ab. 1150 A.D.,ed.P.Harsley, B.A. Pt I. 12s. 1889 

93. Defensor’s Liber SointiUarum, edited from the MSS. by Ernest Rhodes, B.A. 12s, ,, 

94. Aelfric's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. JuL E 7, Part III. , ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 15s 1890 

95. The Old-English version of Bede’s Eoolesiastioal History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Part I, $ 1, 18s. „ 


96. The Old-English version of Bede’s Eoolesiastioal EQstory, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt I, § 2. 15s. 1891 

97. The EaxUest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. by Dr. K. D Buelbrmg. Part I. 15s. 

98. Minor Poems of the Vemon MS,, Part I., ed. Dr. C Horstmann. 20s. 1892 


99. Cursor Mundi Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary; ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. „ 

100. Capgrave’s life of St Ektharine, ed. Dr. C. Honstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Pumivall. 20s. 1893 

101. Cursor Mundi Part VII. Essay on the MSS , their Dialects, &c., by Dr. H. Hupe. 10s. „ 

102. Lanfirano’s Cirurgie, ab. 1400 a,d., ed. Dr R. von Pleischhacker. Part I. 20s. 1894 

103. The Legend of the Cross, from a 12th century MS., &c. , ed. Prof. A S. Napier, M.A , Ph D. 7s. 6d „ 

104. The Exeter Book {Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS by I. Gollancz, M.A. Pari I. 20s. 1895 

105. The Pxymer or Lay-Folks* Prayer-Book, Camb Umv. MS., ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Parti. 10s. „ 

106. R. Misyn’s Fire of Love and Mending of Life fHampole\ 1434, 1435, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M.A. 15s lS9f* 

107. The English Conquest of Ireland, a.d 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425, 1440, Pt. I, ed. Dr. Pumivall 15s. 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divorces, Trothphghts, &c. Chester Depositions, 1501-6, ed. Dr. Pumivall. 15s. 1897 

109. The Piymer or Lay-Folks Prayer-Book, ab. 1420, ed. Henrj' Littlehales. Part II. 10s 

no. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T Miller. Part II, § 1. 15s. 1898 

111. The Old-English Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr T. Miller. Part II, § 2. 15s ,, 

112. Merlin, Part IV : Outiines of the Legend of Merlin, by Prot W. E. Mead, Ph.D. 15s. 1899 

113. Queen Elizabeth’s Englishings of Boethius. Plutaroh &c. &c., ed. Mias C. Pemberton. 15s ,, 


114. Aelfric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, Part IV and last, ed Prof. Skeat, Litt.D , LL.D. 10s. 1000 

115. Jacob’s Well, edited from the imique Sababury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Brandeis. Part I. 10s „ 

116. An Old-English Martyrology, re-edited by Dr. G Herzfeld. 10s „ 

117. Minor Poems of the Vemon MS., edited by Dr. F. J. FumivaU. Part 11. 15s 1901 

118. The Lay Folks’ Catechism, ed. by Canon Snurnuns and Rev. H. E. Nolloth, M.A. 5s „ 

119. Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Sjnne (1303), and its French onerinal, re-ed. bv Dr Funiivall. Pt. I. 10s. 
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121. The Laud MS. Troy-Book, ed- from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. B. Wulfing. Part I. 15s. 1902 

122. The Laud MS, Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 695, by Dr. J. E. Wtllfing. Part II. 20s. 1903 

123. Eobert of Brunne’s Handlyng Synne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Fumivall. Pt. 11. 10s. ,, 

124. Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102 &c., ed. by Dr. J. Kail. Part I. 10s. 1904 

125. Medieval Eecords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10s. „ 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks Part I. 10s „ 

127. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part II. 10s. 1905 

128. Medieval Eecords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part 11. 10s. „ 

129. TheEnghshEegister of GodstcwNunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. AndrewOlark. Pt. I. 10s. „ 

130. The EngUsh Eegister of Godstow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Pt. II. 15s. 1906 

131. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. P. Bne. Part I. 10s. ,, 

132. John Metham's "Works, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig. [At Fress. „ 

133. The English Eegister of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. by the Rev. Dr. A Clark. Part 1. 15s. 1907 

134. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part T. 15s. „ 

135. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Hains. Part IT. 15s 1908 

1356. JBxtra Issue. Prof. Manly's Piers Plowman Aits Sequence, urging the fivefold authorship of the Vision. 

136. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, edited from tlie best MSS. by Dr. P. Brie. Part II, 15s. 

137. Twelfth-Century Homihes in MS. Bodley 343, ed. by A. 0. Belfour, M. A. Part I, the Text. 16s. 1909 

138. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part III. 16s. „ 

139. John Arderne’s Treatises on Fistula in Ano, Ac., ed. by D’Arcy Power, M.D. 15s. 1910 

139 6, 0, d, e. Extra Issue. The Piers Plowman Controversy: 6. Dr. Jusserand’s 1st Eeply to Prof, 

Manly; c. Prof. Manly’s Answer to Dr. Juaserand; d. Dr. Jusserand’s 2nd Eeply to Prof. Manly; 

<. Mr, E. W. Chambers’s Article; f. Dr, Henry Bradley’s Rejoinder to Mr, E. W. Chambers 
(Issued separately). 10s. 

140. Oapgrave’s Lives of St. Augustine and St. Gilbert of Sempringham, a.d. 1461, ed. by John Munro 10s. ,, 

141. EarthuponEarth, all the known texts, ed., with an Introduction, by Miss Hilda Mm ray, M. A 10s. 1931 

142. The English Eegister of Godstow Nunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr Andrew Clark. Part III. 10s. ,, 

143. The Wars of Alexander the Great, Thornton MS., ed. J. S Westlake, M.A 10s. „ 

144. The English Eegister of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Part II. 

10s. 1912 

146. The Northern Passion, ed. by Miss P, A Foster, Ph.D. Part I, the four parallel texts. 16s. ,, 

146. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. Mis.s M. Dormer Hams. Introduction, Indexes, etc. Part IV. 10s. 1913 

147. The Northern Passion, ed. Miss F. A. Poster, Ph.D., Introduction, French Text, Variants and 

Fragments, Glossary. Part II. 16s. „ 

[An enlarged re-print of No. 26, Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from the Thornton MS., 
edited by Rev. G. G. Perry. 5s.] ^ 

148. A Fifteenth-Century Courtesy Book and Two Franciscan Rules edited by R. W. Chambers, M.A., 

Litt.D., and W. W. Seton, M.A. 7s. Qd, 1914 

149. Sixty-three Lincoln Diocese Documents, ed. by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. 15s. „ 

150. The Old-English Rule of Bp. Chrodegang, and the Capitula of Bp. Theodulf, ed. Prof. Napier, Ph.D. 

7s. 6(f. 


161. The Lanterne of Light, ed. by Miss Lilian M. Swinbum, M.A. 16s. 1915 

162. Early EngHsh HomiHes, from Vesp. D. XIV., ed. by Miss Ruble D.-N. Warner. Part I, Text. 15s. 1916 

153. Mandeville’s Travels, ed. by Professor Paul Hamelius. Part I, Text. 15s. 1916 
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BXTItA SERIES. {One guinea each gmr,) 


The Piiblkations fuT 1S67-1915 {one guinea each year) are : — 

I. William of Palerne ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited hy Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 13s, 

II. Early English Pronunciation with especial Rcfeience to Sliakspere anti Chaucer, bj' A. J. Kills, 
P.R.S. I'aitl. 10s. 

HI. Caxton’s Book of Ourtesye, in Tluee Versions. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 5s. 

IV. Havelokthe Bane. Re-edited by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, 1VI.A. 10s, 

V. Chaucer’s Boethius. Edited from the two best MSS. by Rev. Br. R. Morns. 12s. 

VI. Chevelere Asaigae. Re-edited from the tmique MS. by Lord Aldenham, M.A. 3a. 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Fait II. 10s. 

VIII. Queene Elizabethes Achademy, &c. E<1. F. J. Fiiriiivall. Essays on early Italian and German 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 13s. 

IX. Awdeley’sFratemitye of Vacabondes, Hannan’s Caveat, &c. Ed. E. Viles & P. J. Furnivall. 7s. fitJ. 

X. Andrev Boorde’s Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, Byetary of Helth, 1642, Barnes in Befenoeof the 
Berde, 1542-3. Ld. P. J. Furnivall. ISs. 
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PREFACE. 


The introduction and notes, in wliicli the reasons for re-editing 
the Cotton MS. of Mandeville Avith hardly any emendations will 
he fully stated, are reserved for a later volume. For the present, 
it may he staled that the editor’s choice lay betAveen two principal 
manuscripts, the Cotton MS., first edited in 1725 and since then 
frequently reprinted from that edition, and the Egerton MS., 
edited Avith full commentary for the Eoxhurghe Club by Sir 
George Warner (1889), Imperfect as the Cotton version is, 
it adheres very closely to the French original, as represented in 
Sir George Warner s Anglo-French text, and in tAvo Brussels MSS. 
copied by the present editor. Its mistakes are to a great extent 
due to the anonymous English translator. They exemplify the 
way in which the groAvth of literary Middle English Avas influenced 
by French i)hraseology, and they are traceable to three main 
causes : (1) the original French book, and a fortiori its Englisher, 
is quite inaccurate in its geography ; (2} the Englisher folloAved a 
faulty manuscript; (3) he Avas very imperfectly acquainted Avith 
its language, and very slipshod in his grammar. On the whole, 
his method AA^as that of a schoolboy, Avho folio avs his author 
literally, without much attention to sense or idiom. 

For tliese reasons, the task of distinguishing betAveen original 
mistakes, which an editor has no right to remove, and the copyist’s 
scribal blunders has been found a delicate one, and no attempt has 
been made to produce a correct or faked text. The punctuation is 
the editor’s. An accoimt of the origin of Mandeville is to be 
foimd in the Quarterly Beciew^ April, 1917. 


P. H. 
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[PART FIRST: 

THE HOLY LAND AND THE 
NEAR EAST.] 




^ T^OIi alri iimrlio as the loud ho^onde tho- s<^e "pat is to 
Jl scy<* tli<^ holy ]ou(l pat men call<‘ii tlio loud of ]»-o- 
iiiyssion?^ or <*f ]>f‘1i<*ste passyiigo ati: upi^re loiidos it is tlio 
4 most worihi lond most (‘xcolhiiit and lady -fc somroyii of aH 
loiidos i is ])1 oss(m 1 t hah^wod of tho prc'oyons luxly 
t hlood of ouro lord jhasii orist ; jn tho. \vhi(‘h<* land it 
lyk(‘do liiw to tnko llesch t blood of tlio virgyiio IMario to 
8 (‘tivyrono pat holy loud vcitli liis Idossode foot; And 
he woMo of his hlessedness enouinln’o hi//?- in the seyd 
hlossod i glo?*iouse virgine Marie -t h(*conie man t \yorcdie 
many myraeles and p/*a*he ami toohe tlio feyth t tlie 
12 lawc of crystene mo?i vnio his children. And |)e/v’ it 
l^dvcde hi//? to suhri* many r(*p?*euyngc.s' and sc-orn(‘S for 
vs And he ]mt was kyng of hmume. of oyr of <‘rthe 
of see, t of aH thinges pat hem eontayned in he/// yadde 
16 aH only l^c eleped kyng of fat lond whan he- seyde : 
Rex sum lunEouuM: pat is to scyne: Tam kyug of Ji‘WOs. 
And pat lond he ohees h(*fore aH oper londes as the beste 
t most worthi lond ± the most ye?’tiiouse lond of aH the 
20 world. For it is the hertt3 and tin? niydiks of all the 
world, Wytnessynge the philosophei’e pat seyth thus: 
Yiktus nmrM in meiuo consistit that is to seye : the 
vertiK? of thinges is in the mjdd(*s. And in pat lond he 
24 woLh* IcmIo his lyf t sulfre passion?? t de-th of j<*wes for vs 
for to bye -t to didynore vs from poynes of hollo And 
from doth w?t7/onten ende, the whiche was ordeynd for vs 
for ^the synne of onre forme?*e fade?' Adam i for oiiro 
28 (uvne synnes also. For as for hi???self he hadde no??- 
eiiyH <h‘se?*ue<l for he thuiighte ncne/'e euyH ne did (MiyH* 
MANDEVILLE. 


Pi’ol< •f'lie. 
P fol ‘ 2 «] 


Palestnie 
IS t-lif /u-stof 
001 111 tries ; 


there our 
liiuil Uvoil 
nttil iIkmI, 


lie call Oil 
HimBolf 
Kiiiji of the 
JqviS 


It IS the 
centre of the 
world: 


our reileinp- 
tioii was 
achieved 
there. 

[1 fol. 2 b} 


B 



It was ilms 

Imiit 

alMj\e all 
lanMs 
lnif*iinst‘ it 
il^'S Hi tlu* 

THuVlU' af 
th(‘ t'arth 


The dearest 
price was 
ultertd tlu'ie 
for rutleeiii- 
1111 ' 

inank’rtd 


How He 
Inveil I S 
sjimt ra ! 

There fait* 
wc may well 
love ami 
praise the 
Holj faiol, 
whieh 
given to ns 

«S HU 

inhentaiie<‘. 


[1 fol. 3 a] 


lifet iisstrno 
to conquer 
it from th« 
uiibelieviUh 


But the 
lords are too 
covetous 


[prologue, value of the riLGRlMAOE.] 

Ami hf.* jiat was Is.Mig <»f t of ioyt* iiivjilite Lest in 

that sulliN* doth Ihmmiim* 1ih in ]itti loinl ratliere 

)>fiu in ony otliHin ]>ure to pnllo* Ins -t lii.s «h*th. 

For hr Jjot wil <niy tliin^i,' to nmko it. opnily 4 

kiiowni 111 * AVi] iiitik** It to hoii (‘vyod i proiiMunia^l in tin* 
in^\«Mrl jilaiM* «»f n town so i,ho tiiin*^ ]h'il is jM’orlnmeil 
t }i/r>iioum‘t‘(l may oumly str*MM*]M* to nli |».//tios. 
so Ito frtt was forniyonr of aH tin* world wolde stiilre 8 
for vs at im'tmalmn fat is the inydde.5 of the w^orld to 
fat elide i entent fat liis passioiui t liis doth fat was 
tMi}»}>liselit fere inyohte lien knowt*!! (*neidy to aH tlie 
pariK's of Ur* w'orld.. See iiow^ ]io\v <ler^ he honolite man 12 
fat he made after his ow'iie ynm,u«i t how' «lert* he a^eii- 
1 Might vs for the gude lotio fat lie hadde t** vs t we iienero 
desonied it to him. For mor»* preevou^ eateii in* greltcr 
raiiiisoim no niyglite ho put for vs fan his lilessedo body 16 
his precious hluod t his holy I\ f fat he tlirailed for vs t 
aH lio oliVed for vs fat neiier** <lid svEin*. I)(‘ie goil, what 
loiii^ liadde lie to vs his siihiettes W’han he fat in*uere 
trospaeiMl wolde for irehpa.''.'Ouis bulfre doth ! 1 light wvl 20 

aughte \s for to lone t worsoipe to dredo t .'■eruo sneh a 
lord and to w'orsehipe -t pre\se sindi an holy loinl fafc 
liroiight forth such fru\l forgh tho wddehe euery inaji is 
sauotl hut it he Ids ow’ue <{i*faule. AVol may fat loud lie 24 
eulleil Meiytalilo. t a fructuoiiso lund fat was hehlodd t 
mojsted wit A the p?'eoyoiise hloile of oure lord jhesu erist, 
the VAhiclie is the sann*. loud fat uiire lord hehighte vs in 
heritage. And iu fat.Jund lie w^oldo, dye as seised for to 28 
leve it to vs his ohildivn. Wlierforc ouery godo crishuie 
ma?? fat is of powere -t hath whereof scholde peynen him 
wil A aH his strengthe for to cuinpiere oure right heritage 
i chace?i out aH the inysbeleeuyiige nie?i. Fur %veo hew 32 
dept cristoiie nieii after crist oure fader And 3 if wee be 
right children of crist we oughte fur to dialeiige the 
Iieritnge fat oure fader lafte vs t ilo it out of lietliene 
meniies hondes. But now pryde cuuetyse t envye han so 36 
eniiawnied the hertes of lurdes of the world fat fei are 
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[prologue, value op the pilgrimage.] 


more besy for to dialicrite here ueyglibores iiioro fan fur 
tu flialongfj or to coiiqnere here right heritage before seyd. 
And tlid coiijouii poplo jjflt wolde putte liere body os -fc here 
4 catdH for to coiKpiore oure lieritagc fei may not don it 
\vit/d>utd?i th (3 lonles. For a semblee of peple ^v^t/^o^lte■^^ 
a cliduenicyn or a cliiof lord is as a ilok of sclieep ^v^t/^ont(‘n 
a sdliepperde tlio which dep^irteth t despar[deth t wyte?i 
^ lUMier winder to go. Ihit wolde god fat the teinporel 
lordes i aH worldly lordes were at gode acord t witA the 
«-*oiiiou« peple ’woldcii taken this holy viage oner the see 
fanne T trowo wel fat wit/^in a lityl tyme onre right 
12 heritag<' Indore seyd scholdti be reconsyled t put in the 
hondes of the riglit lannw (»f jhe^ii crist. And for aLs 
nioelie as it is longo tyiiKi passcnl fat fer was no generaH 
l»assage ne vyage oner the s( 3 t‘ i many ine?i desirea for to 
16 here hs[H*ke of the lioly loml t ban f(‘re of gret solaeo t 
eoinftude, I rlohn Maundevylb*. knyght aH be it I l>e not 
wortlii fat was born in Eiiglond, in the town of soyiit 
Alhoii(‘s i passed the see in the ^ecr of oure lord jhe^u 
20 crist .IVliH ccc i xxij. in tin* day of seynt ]VIicln‘H: t hiderto 
haue be?i l<»ngt*. tyna^ oner the see -t haiie s<\yn i gon 
foigb nianyo dynerse londes t many prouync.es t kyng- 
donies i jlcs And hane ]»ass( 3 d forgbont Tnrky (3 Erinonye 
24 the liiyH t the gret«‘ foi'gb Tai*tary(* Percye Burrye Arabye 
Egypt the high t tlui Jo wo tborgh lyhye Caldee t a gret 
partie of Ethiopo forgli Ainazoymt Inde the lasso -t the 
more a gret iiartic -fc tliorgb out many otlnn-e jles fat ben 
28 abo^lte?^ Inde whore dwellon many clynerse folk i of dyiierse 
maneres t law(‘a and of dyuerse scliappes of men Of 
wbieho londes t jles T scliaH spoke more pleywly here after 
And I schaH devise 30 U sum partie of thinges fat fore 
32 whan tyme schaH ])Lm after it may host come to my myude. 


and envious, 
and the 
coiuinoners 
want 
leader^ 


If .ill would 
onlv agice, 
we slunild 
soon regain 
our 

inlieritaiice 


As it IS 
some time 
sinre the last 
Crnsadf, 1 , 
John Maun- 
devylle, who 
Ua\ H 

tra\ elled far 
and wide, 
will tell you 
of some of 
the things 
that I have 
seen 

P fol lih] 


And specyally for hewi fat wiH t are in purpos for to to intending 
visite the holy citce of leri^^alem t the holy places fat are wufteii the 


]>ereahoute. And I schaH tcit the weyc fat fei schiiH 
36 liolden tliider For I haue often tymes passed -t ij^den fat 
way \yiih gode comjianye of many lordes, god be thonked. 
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I trans- 
lated tIUrf 
book for the 
benetit of 
ijentleinen 
unaeqiiaiTit- 
e<l with the 
Latin 
toiijjtue 


For any 
mistakes in 
it I ask 
fcjrt;ivem,*ss. 

[t fol. 4 nl 


Ami 3*‘{j ViUliLstHiidi^ j?//t L hjiut* |jut Uiis hoko out 

of Lityii ill i<> froiisrh i tmiis];itcd it 03011 out of freiiscli 
in tu Kn^ljssi*ri |v/t oiitrv ntu/i nf my i!rtc/n?m may viide/- 
aiumlii it I>ut Inrik^s i kiiy^ritL-s i othore iioklo i wortiii 
mon pr/t nn^fur not lalyii lail liiyH i ha/? ]».*>? l)03oii(le tlio 
see kiiowon -t YmleAstnmloti 3if I lar-yo troutla.* or mu?. 
Ami 3if T t*rr iu dfiiisyngo fui' for3»4yiigo or eH fat foi 
muwo riMlrosHi^ ir. i ainondo it. For tliingc,*? parsed out of 
longe tyiiio rrn/?? a ma??uert myiido or fro;?/ his syght 
tiiriieii sone in to foi*3olyngo hec.iuso pat inynde of man ne 
may not In*?? oomproheiidod no wilh htddou for the fivtdtee 


4 


8 


of maidsyndo. 


12 


Ch. T. 


Many ways 
lead to 
Jerusalem. 


One road 
leads 
from the 
West 

through the 
states of the 
King of 
Hungary, 
who IS lord 
over 

Sclavonia, 
Cuinania, 
Bulgaria 
and part of 
Russia 


TO TECHE 3 r?TT THE WEYE OUT OF EXGLOXD 
TO COSTANTYNOBLE. 

1 ^ the name of god glorious t aHmyglity he fat wil 

passe oner the see t come to londe after the contree 

fat he comotli fro maiiye of he^?? como?i to on onde. ^ut 

trowetli not fat I wil teH 30 U att the townes t cytees t 16 

castellt's fat me?i s(*lmH go hy for fan scholde I make 

to longe a tale But aH: only su/nnie contrees t most prin- 

cypaH stedes fat mew schuH gone forgh to gon the righte 

way. First 3 if a mn7i come from the west sy<Ie of the 20 

world as Engelond Ireloml Wales Skotlond or Norweye 

ho may 3 if fat he wole go forgh Alniayne t forgh the 

kyngdom of hungarye fat marcheth to the lond of 

Polayne t to the lond of Paiinonye t so to Slesie. And 24 

the kyng of Imngarie is a gret lord and a myghty -i 

holdetli grete lordschippes t meclie lond in his bond. 

For he holdeth tlie kyndom of hungarie Solauonye t of 

* 

Coman ye a gret part i of Bulgarie fat mew clepen the 28 
lond of Boiigiers t of the reine of Eonssye a gret partie 
where of he hath made a Duchec fat lasteth vnto the 
loml of iM'illan t marcheth to Pruysse. And mew. gon 
forgh the loud of tliis lord forgh a eytee fat is dept 32 
Cypron i hy the casteH of Neisehurgll -t ]>e the eiiyH 
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[CH. I. THE WAY TO CONSTANT rSJOELE.] 

town fat sytt tcAvard the end of lumgarju And ))e[re] 
jjasse nieji the ryucr of Daiiuhee. This ryuere of Danuheo 
is la futt grot lyuer t it goth in to Almayiie vnder the 
4 hilles of louihardye and it recejnieth in to lii/M .xl. ofero 
ryueres And it renneth forgh hmigarie t forgli Grece t 
forgh Trachie t it entreth in to the see (i) toward the Est 
so rudely t so scharply fat tlie water of the see is fressch i 
8 lioldeth his sweetness .xx. inyle wtt/wn the see. And after 
gun men to lielgraue t entre? 2 » into the loud of huiirgres t 
fere passe men a hrigge of ston fat is vpon the ryuer of 
Marrok i me/i passen forgh the lond of Pynceinarcz t 
12 conioi to Grece to the cytee of l^ye and to the cytee of 
fynepape t after to the cytee of Dandrenohlo i after to 
Constantynohle fat w^as w^ont to he dept Bezanzon. And 
fere dwelleth coinounly the emperour of Grece. And 
16 fere is the most fayr chirche i the most noble of aH the 
world i it is of seynt Sophie. And before fat chirche 
is the yniage of Jiistyiiyan the emperowr couered with 
gold. And he sytt vpon an hors ycrowned i and he was 
20 wont to holden a round appeH of gold in his bond but it 
is fallen out fereof. And me/t seyu fere fat it is a tokene 
fat the Emperowr hath ylost a gret partie of his londes 
t of his lordscliipes. Eor he was w^ont to ho/i emperour 
24 of Eomanie t of Groce of ah Asye the lesse t of the 
lond of Surry e of the lond of Judee, hi the whiche is 
ieriiealem t of the loiul of Egypt of Percy e of Arahye. 
But he hath lost ah but Grece t fat lond he holt ah 
28 only. And ine;t wolden many tymes put the appuh into 
the ymages hond ajeii hut it w'il not holde it. This 
appuh betokeneth the lordschipe fat he haddo ouer aH 
the ^ world fat is round. And the tother hond he lifteth 
32 vp a^enst the Est in tokene to manaco the mysdoeres. 
Tliis ymage stout vpon a pylere of marble at Costantynoble. 

(1) so C. 


At Male- 
villo, tlie 
DanuTjp is 
crossed, 
which runs 
thiougli 
Gteeee end 
Thrace into 
tlie sea. 

[1 fol. 4 6] 


At Bulj^rade, 
tlie hind of 
tlie Buli?ars 
is enteied, 
then comes 
that of the 
Fincenatiy 
Nish, Philip- 
popoli, 
Adnaiiople, 
and llnally 
Gunstanti- 
n(»ple or 
Byzantium 


Before St. 
Sophia 
stands an 
equestrian 
statue of 
Justinian, 
from whose 
hand the 
ai>ple has 
dropped. 


The Eastern 
Empire is 
now shorn 
of all its 
dominions, 
except 
Greece. 


[- fol. 5 tt] 
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Ch. If 


Tlie Truo 
Crosh, the 
Tunica, the 
.sitonge and 
U't*d, ainl 
niK* of tli« 
naihs are 
there. 


The cross in 
Cyprus is 
that of tiiu 
gofjcl thief 


The True 
Cross was 
inaUc of 
four kinds 
of wood : 
cypress fur 
the vertical 
piece, palm 
lor the 
horirontal. 
cedar for the 
foundation, 
olive for the 
inscnption 
over the 
head. 


tfol. :» ij 

Cedar Is in- 
eoriTiptihle, 


Cypiess IS 
aromatic. 


Palm iiK alls 
\iot<iry 


[oil. rr. THE rijoss axd crown.] 

OF THE CliOSS AND THE CKOUXE OF OUUE 
LOED jn.57Sr CEIST. 

A t Coataiitynulilu is the crus of uurp lurLlJht'^'U cristtind 
Lis cote w/t/o3iite;i semus Jjtft is olcptTL’NicA incon- 
SUTIL/.^' i the spounge -t tlie reed of the wliiclio the Jewes 
3 aue cure lurd eyseif t galle in the crus. And is on of 4 
the uayles ytt crist was iiaylled wiih on the cros. And mta 
men trow^en fittt half tlio cros pdt crist was don on he in 
Cii>res in an ahhey of inoiikes \at man calleii the hiH: of tht* 
holy cros hut it is not so. Fur fat crus f/itt is in Cypre is 8 
the cros in the whiclic Eysinas the gude tlieef was honged 
onne. But aH men knoweii not fat -t fat is eiiyB ydon. 

For for p/*ofyte of the ofPryiige f ei seye fat it is the cros 
of oiiro lord Jliesu cryst. And 300 schuli vn(h/*stoudc 12 
fat the cros of ourc lord was made of .iiij. niancre of trees 
as it is contcyned in this re/’s : In cruob fit pa c m a 
OBDUUS OTPRESSUS OLYUA. Fur that pcco fat wento 
Ypriglitfro the erthe to tlxo lieuod was of cypresse i the 16 
pece pdt weiite ouertkwart to the whieho his liondes 
were?i iiayled to was of palnie. And the stok that stode 
w£t/dii the erthe in the whiche was made the morfceys 
was of cedre And the table ahoiieii his liened fat was 20 
a fote i an half lung on the wdiielie the tytle w'as WTifcen 
in Ebmi gren t latyn fat was of Olyue. And the Jewes 
madeii the crus of tlieise .iiij. iiuine/'o of trees fur fei 
trowetl faitiure lord Jhesu crist sclioldc him lionged on the 24 
cros als lunge as the cros inyglite laste ± f crfure made fei 
the foot of the cros of Cedre. Fur Cedre may not in erthe 
no ill water rote t ferforu fei 'wolde fat it si^liolde haue 
lasted longe. F ur fei truived fat the 1 >ody of crist scholde 28 
hanc stonke/?. fei made fat poee fat \vent from the ertlie 
vpward uf Cypres for it is wel smelly nge so fat the smeH 
of liis body scholde not greae men fat w'ente forby. And 
the oncrthwart pece was of palme for in the ohle testa- 32 
nient it was tirde;yiied fat whan on was onereonl(??^ he 
scholde be crowned wit// palme. And fur fei trowed fat 
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tbei liadden the victorye of crist Jh<? 5 «s ]?e/fore made ]?ei 
the oner thwart pece of paliiie. And the table of the tytle 
fei inadeR of olyiio For olyue hetokeneth pes, As the 
4 stoiye of jSToe witnesseth whau fat the culuer hroughte 
the braiuicho of Olyne pat betokend pes made betweiio god 
i man. Jiiiid so tr(jwed the Jewes for to haue pes whan 
crist was ded For fei seyde fat he inade discord i strif 
8 aiiionges hewt. And ^ee schull vndirstoiide fat otire lord 
was ynaylled on tlie cros lyggynge -t ferfore he suffred 
the mure peyne. And the cristeneme^i fat dwelleu be- 
^uiid the see in Grece s(3yu fat the tree of the cros fat 
12 wee ealleii cyjiress was of fat tree fat Adam ete the 
ap]>iili of i pat fyiide fei writen. And fei seyii also fat 
here scripture seytli fat Adam was seek and seyde to his 
sone Seth fat lie scholde go to the aiingeH fat kepte 
16 paradys fat he wolde seudeM hym oyle of mercy for to 
auoynte yviih his niembres fat he myghte haue hele. 
And Beth w'ente but tlie aungeH wolde not late liim ^ come 
in but seyde to hiwi pal lie myght not haue of the oyle of 
20 mercy, hut he toko ]ih>i .iij. greynes of the same tree 
fat his fader eet the appeH ofte t bad him als sone as his 
fader was ded fat he scholde putte feise .iij. greynes 
vnde/' his tonge t graue liha so t so lie dide. And of 
24 feise .iij. greynes sprung a tree as the auiigel seyde fat 
it scholde [growe] t liere a friiyt forgli the wliiclie fruyt 
Adam scholde be saued. And whan Setli cam a 3 eu he 
fondo his fader iiere ded and whan lie was ded lie did 
28 wi’t/i the greynes as the aungeH bad liiwi of tlie whieh <3 
sproiigeii .iij. trees of the whicho the cros was made fat 
bare gode Iriiyt -t blessed, cure lord Ihesu crist f<jrg]i whom 
Atlam t all fat come?t of him scholde be saued t delyuered 
32 from drt‘(le of deth witZ/outen ende, but it be here owne 
defaiito. This holy cros had the Jewes hydd in the erthe 
vnder a roche of the mownl of Caluarie -t it lay fere .cc. 
^eer t more into the tyme [of] (^) scynt Elyne fat was 
36 moder to Constantyn the Empero^^r of Eome. And sche 
(^) f^t, 0- 


Olivti IS a 
symbol of 
peace. 


The Eastern 
Christians 
say that the 
Cross was 
made of the 
wood of the 
Tree of 
Knowledge. 

When Adam 
felt death 
near, he 
sent Seth to 
Paradise for 
oil of Mercy, 


[ifol. 6 a] 


but ho was 
only tiUowed 
thn'e seeds 
of the Tree. 

He was 
buried with 
tliose seeds 
under his 
tongue ; 


troni the 
sprang the 
three trees 
that went to 
the making 
of the Cross. 


For two 
hundred 
years the 
True Cross 
was hidden. 
St. Helena, 
King Coel’s 
daiighter 



Puli ut tJi*‘ 
Onr.vn of 
1 Ijoios iS in 

Chnnell'*, m 
I’ans 
[I fol *1 ij 


This C’lowii 
IS math* ot 
luslmsut the 
sva. 


The otliHi 
jtart js in 
Cunfataiiti- 


Many thorns 
are luoken 
utt. 


Vt hen our 
Ltnil was 
hist t.ikmi, 
lie uus 
erttwm d 
Wltll 
thuiiis. 


Then fote 
white thorn 
is a xiio- 
tection 
ay-iinst 
thnniler ami 
ghosts. 


[ril. II. 'I UK AND t'KOWX.] 

was ildU^liua' i 1* f-tMii Inirii iu Cnlrhoolie J^ut \va.‘< 

k\!U ul‘ KiJL,»*kiiul {Jt«twarf J?{uaie linttuiic tlie inure 
tliu %vlii<:lie tlie Einp/a‘oiir OunsUmee wedded tu liis ^vif 
fur her hew tee i gat vpuii Lire Cuiisiaiityn \KLi wad after -i 
of liuine -t kyng ut* Ei igloiid. And ^ee sclmll 
viidirst'dide l*'d tin* erus of uuid lord wad .viij. cu]>ytes 
l‘>n- And iliu uiiorlliwart piece w*as of lengtlic -iij. 
e;il»yt 06 ‘ i an lialf x\iid .o. ]>^£/bic of tlio eruwiie of ourc 8 
lord wliei'Wil// lie \uid crowned t on of tlu‘ nayles i tlie 
dperclieed t many njito* rclikes ben iii Fraii>me ^iii tlie 
kyiigcd* CliapcH: And tlie crowiie lytli in a vcddeH: ot* 
cridtall rkliely dj^glit. For a kyng of Frauucc boiiglite 12 
]>eide reliked sunitynie of the Jewed to who/n the Empc/*oi^r 
had h‘yde li(‘nt tu wedile for a grot sunune of syliier. And 
;if aH it 1 k^ do ]Kti men seyn jxitt iliid croiuie id of tliornes, 
jet* dcliuH viiJcrdtonde fat it was of j<Jiikes of the see ]h/t 16 
is tu sey rudshed of the see fat jirykkeii als scharpely as 
thomes. Fur I haiie seen t beholden iiiany tynied j)at of 
[laryd t fat of Cktdtuiitynohle for fei were bo the on lumle 
of nisdclies of the see. Eut lueii liaii de[)a/*ted liewi in 20 
.ij. parties of the w'hitdio .o. p/o't is at Par>d t the ofer 
p//rt is at Cosianty noble. And 1 hauo on of tho precyouse 
thoriies J^at senieth liche a wliite thorn And Jiat w'as 
jouejt to mo for gret spocyalteo. For fere are many of 21 
hum broken -t fallen in to the vedseH fa<t tin* croime lyth 
in. For fei hreken for dryeness whan iiie/i meven he?n to 
seliowe/i he//i to grete lordes ]>at cunien tliitler. And jee 
seliuH: viiderstoml fab oure lonl llie&‘ii iu fab nyght fat 28 
he was takt-ii he was ylad iu to a gardyn t Jiere he was 
first exainyni'd right scharply i fere the Jewes scorned hiwir 
i inadon liini a cro wne of the braimches of Albospyne fat 
is white thorn fat grew in fat same gardyn t setteii it on 32 
his heued so faste -t so sore fat the blood ran dow’n be 
many places of liis visage t of lus nccke i of his schuldres. 
And ferfore hath the wdiite thorn many vertues. For 
he fat liereth A brauiiche on liiwz fereoffo no thunder ne 36 
no maner of te?«piist may dero iie in tlie hows fat it 



[cil. II. THE tJllOSS AND CHOWN.] 

is jiuie iiiJiy iioyi ciiyH gust eutru no cumc vuto tho placo 
J?at it is jiine. And ^ in l^at same guvdyn seynt Peter denyed 
oure lord tliryes. Afterward was ourc lord lad forth 
d before the Bisscliop[)es i tbo niaystres of tlio lawe in to 
anoher gartlyu of Anne And J^ere also lie was oxaniyned 
repreuod t scorned and crouned eft with a swete thorn ]>at 
man clepeth Barbarynes pat grew in pat gardyn t J>at 
8 hath also inanye vertues. And afterward he was lad 
into a gardyn of Cayplias -fc pere he was crouned with 
Eglentier And after he was lad into the chainbre of 
Pylate t fere he was exaniynd t crouned. And the 
12 flevves setten hini in a cliaycre t cladde liiwi in a inantell 
t fere made fei tho crouue of jonkes of the see And fere 
fei kneled to hi/ii -t skornode him seyenge : Aue Bbx 
JuHEOEW, pat is to seye : heyl kyng of Jewes. And of 
16 this crouiio half is at Parys and the other half at Costan- 
tyiioblc. And this croune had crist on his honed whan he 
was don vpon the cros t ferforo oughte me7i to worschipe 
it t liolde it more worthi fun ony of the others. And the 
20 sj[>ere schaft hath the Emperowr of Alinayno but the 
heued is at Parys. And natheles the Emperowr of 
Costantynoble seyth ])at he hath tho spere heed t I haue 
often tyme seen it but it is grettcre pan fat at Parys. 


OF THE CYTEE OF C08TAiS'TY:N^0BLE t OF 
THE FEITH OF GltEKA’^S'. 

24 A T Costantynoble lyeth seynte Anne oiire ladyes inoder 
-OL whom seynte Ely lie loot brynge fro Ierw6*alein. And 
fere lyeth also tho body of John Crisostom fat was Erche- 
liisschopp of Costantynoljle. And pere lyth also seynt 
28 luke the Euuangelist foi* his bones were^i brought from 
Bethanye where ^ ho was beryed t many of ere relikos be^^ 
fere. And fore is the vesself of stoii as it Avere of marbel 
fat me/i clepeji Enydros fat eueremore droppeth w’ater t 
32 filleth hiwiself euericli 3001 til pat it go oner aboue with- 
oute?^ fat that me></ take fro wit7/jnne. Costantynoble is 
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[1 fol. 7 a] 

In Aniiairs 
garden He 
was crowned 
with sweet 
thuin. 


lie was 
twice 
crowned 
uftorwaids 


This IS the 
Crown now 
divided 
heiween 
Pans and 
Constanti- 
nople, and 
worn on the 
Gross. 

There is one 
spearhead 
m Pans and 
another in 
Cunstanti- 
not»le. 


Oh. HI. 


The hhrines 
of St Anne, 
St. John 
Chrysostom, 
and St. Luke 
are in Con- 
stantinople. 


[a fol. 7h] 

There is also 
a marhle 
vessel for 
ever drop- 
ping water 
and tilling 
itself. 



10 [cn. JII. rONSTAXTINOPLB AND THE <iKEEK KAITII.] 


“ "''-1 Wiillc.1 1 it .iij.eorii..Ted. 

infiSs“ f®'"® “ ““ ®‘'‘e lielk-siHjiit anil siuij men 

aJiSpont. ““*“‘51 '•’f Costaiitynoile Ajal sum uim 

callwit it tim lirace of soynt Gt-orge. And fiffc ana (■lo.~etli 4 

The nuns of tile ij. jiaftes of the eytee. And viiward to llie see vijoii 
TroyauMtii , , ^ ^ 

thu hea-sitU'. pat Wiitey warf Avuiit tu be tlio gi'ete cylee of Troyo iu a 
futt fayr phiyri but fat eytee was destroyed by lie/zi of 
Grece -t ly ty 11 apperetli fereof because it is so loage sith 8 
destroyed. Abonte/i Grece fe/-e Leu many lies 
As Calistiv Calciis Critige Tesbria IMyiiea Flaxoii Melo 
L'ShS"* Carpato t Leiiipne. Aud iu this jle is the llouut Athos 
Atims. fat passoth the eloudes.. And fere beii iiiaiiye. dyncDse 12 
langages t many contreys fat beu ohedyeiit to the 
Empe/our, fat is to seyiie Tureople Pyueynanl Comange 
t muny^e othcre as Tragye -t Macedoigue of the whiche 
AriSr "’as kyng. I« faf contree was Ari.stolle Ijom 16 

«Gogers a lytil fro llie eytee of 
And at Stragers lyth Aristotle t fere is an 
SfuT awticr vpon his toumbe Aud fere makeu mew grete festes 
tumb. euery jeer as fough he were a seynt. And at his 20 

awtier foi holdeu here grete eon.seilles t h.-re a.s.sembleez 
Aud tliei hofien fat furgli inspiraciouu of god i of liim 
fei sehuH liaiie the better comseiH. In this contree hen 


[Iful 8(1] 

Mount 
Olympus 
stands 
between 
Al.'Cedoiiu 
and Thrace. 
The shfuluw 
of Mount 
Athos 
I caches 
Lemnos ; 
the air on 
its suininit 
IS clear 
and dry. 


riglifc liygtie iliilles towanl the eiule of Macfilonye 24 
And pere is a gret liiii jjafc nie/i clepeii C)lyiiipus J?afe 
departetli Macedonye -t Tracliie Aud it is so liigli fat it 
piisst^tli the eloudes. And fere is aiiofer bill fat is elept 
Atbos fat is so liigti fat tlie sciiatlewe of Iiym reehelll to 28 
Ijonipne fat is iiii lie and it is .Ixxvj. iiiyle betweiie. And 
aboue-ya at the cop of fat liiH is the eyr so cleer fat men 
may fyude no wynd fere Aud f erfuro may no best 1 \ iie 
fere so is the eyr drye. /'/ And nte?t seye in tliis cuntrees 32 


^lersTavc rhiiosophres some tymo wentew vpon theise Lilies i 
lonmi that helden to here nose a spoiiiige ntovsted vrith water for to 
w«g“S* abuue was so drye. And ahouew in the 

Tyea*!!***" powder of fo hilles fei wroot Irffres t figures 36 

fciiowmg ijirg fyngres t at the jeres ende fei coinen ajen t founden 
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tlie same lettres t figures the wLiche fei liadde write^i the timt no 

^eur before witAoiiteii oiiy defaute. And ferforo it semeth r<;aci«e(i so 

^y^il |?at theisc liilles passeii the clowdes t ioynon to the 

4 pure eyr. At Cos tan ty noble is the palays of tlie Emperowr 

rignt fair i wel dygRt And fero in is a fair place for 

justyiiges or for ofer pleyes t dosportes. And it is made 

with stages t liatli degrees aboulo jiat euery iiia)i may wol 

8 se i non greue ofer. And vnder feise stages ben staliles 

^vel y vuwted fur the eiiiperours hors t aif the pileres be'/i 

uf inarheli. And wztAin the chirche of seynt Sophie 

An Emiieroiir somtyme wolde liaue biryod the body of 

12 bis fader wliau he was ded t as fei madeu the graue Jjoi “.nes“wiio 

foiiiiduii a body in the ortho i vpon the body lay a fyu {aJnst two 

plate of gold And pere on was writen in Ebru/grou/-l years be- 

latyn lettres fat seydeu f : Ihesub crtstuh nasce ^tur N^tinty. 

16 DB VIROINE IMaRIA i EGO CREDO IN EUif. j)at IS to V- 8 b} 

sejne: Jliesu crist schaH: be born of the virgyne Marie 

■fc I trowe in hyiii. And the date whan it was leyd in the 

erthe was .ij.lMit. ^eer before oure lord was born And ^[it] 

20 is the plate of gold in the tliresorye of the chirche. And 

nie?i seyn fat it was heriiiogene the wise man. And 3 if 

ail it so be fat inoR of Grece be/i cristene ^it fei varie^i 

from oiu’6 feith h’or fei seyn fab the holy gost may not 

24 come of the sone hut aH only of the fadir. And fei are 

iKjt ohedyeiit to tlie chirclie of Borne no to the pope And 

fei seyn fat here Patriark hath as meche power ouer the 

see as the l\)pe hath on this syde the see. And f erf ore vuim 

, , . , , , XXII 

28 Pope John the xxii sende letos to hem how cristene feith badetiie 
• ^ Grt‘fik» 

scholde hew aH on fc fab foi scholde how obedyeiit to the 

Pope fat is goddes (0 [vicarie] on erthe to whom god ^af his 

pleyn puwereforto liyudc t to assoille -t ferfore fei scholde 

32 ben ohedyent to him. And fei sentew a^oii dyuerse ausweres 

t ainonges othcro fei aeyden fus : Potenciam ttjam suii- 

MAM CIRCA TUOS SUBIECTOS FIRMITER CREDIMPX StJPERBIAM 
TUA3f SUJ/MAM TOLER ARE NOiV POSSUM aX AUARICIAilf TUAiV 
36 SUAIMAM SACIARE NOxY INTBNDIJIUS. DoJ/ZNCS TECUiU QUIA 


vacne. 0. 
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[CH, III. CONSTANTlXUl^LE AND TUE GREEK FAITH.] 


How the 
Gruekii pie- 
pare the 
bread for 
the 

Eucliitnst. 
[1 fol U <i] 


What 

UllCtlOIlS 

they Uiso. 

They deny 
purgatory, 


coniloiie 
carnal &ni, 

forbid 

second 

marriages. 


Sunony 
prevails in 
the East 
as III the 
West. 


Tlieir rules 
for Lent 
and for ihe 
weekly 
fasts. 

They forbid 
the Latins 
to use their 
altars. 


They deny 
that Jesus 
use I food 
for his body. 
They con- 
demn the 
practice of 
shaving, 
and that of 
eating the 
flesh of 
animals 
forbidden 
in the Old 
Testament, 
r-ifol. 9 b] 


I» 0 d//Nrs NoniscuM est. J?:it is to : Wto trowo wol 
fat tiii power is grot \pmi tlii AVee may not 

sulire tliiii liigli prytltj Wee Lea nut in piiriios to fnlfilie 
tlii gret cuuetyse. lord Le wM fe for ouro lord is wii/i vs. 4 
fare weH. And oper an&were niyglite lie not Luue of hean 
And also fei make here sacrement of the awteer of therf 
bred for onre lord made it of such Lred whan he made his 
niawmdee. And on the scherethorsdny make ^ fei here therf 8 
bred in tokeiio of the mawndee -fc dryeu it at the soniie 
i kepe/i it alt the 3 eer t 3eiiLa it to seke men in stede of 
godded hody. And fei luake but on vuxioiui whaa fei 
cristene children Aiid J>ei anoynte not the seke men. 12 
And thei seye fat fere nys no purgatorie i fat suules 
schuH not liaue iioufer ioyc ne peyiie till the day of 
doom. And fei seye fat Pornicacmua is no svinie dedly 
but a thing fat is kyndely And fat men i wonauen sehulde 16 
not "wedde hut ones And \vhoso weddeth oftere ))an ones 
here children hen hiistardee i geteu in synue And here 
prestes also ben wedded. And fei sey also fat vsure is 
110 dedly synne. And fei sellen beiietices of holy chirehe 20 
t so don men in oferc places, gotl amende it whan his 
wille is, And fat is gret sclaundre. For now is fcjimunye 
kyng cruuned in holy chirche, god amende it for his 
mercy. And fei seyn fat in lentone men schaH not faste 24 
ne synge masse but on the saterday t on the Sunday. 
And fei faste not on the saterday no tyme of the ^eer but 
it be cristemass eueii <.ir Ester euen. And Jiei suifi'o not 
the latynes to syngen at here awtercs t ^if iliei d«>n he ony 28 
a venture anon f ei wasschen the awteer \vit7i holy water. 
And fei seyn fat fere sehulde ]>e but .u. masse seyd at on 
awtier vpun .o. day. And fei seye also fat ( mre lord ne 
eet neuere mete but he made tokene of et^ng. And also 32 
fei seye fat ^yee synne dedly in schauynge oure berdee. 

For the herd is tokene of a man -t ^ifte of oure lord. 
And fei seye fat wee sy/me dedly in etynge of Lestee 
fat weren forboden in the uide tebtement t of tlie 36 
olde lawe as swyii hares t of ere hestes ^fat die wen not 
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Iiure Ciule. AikI bri s«'\n bat. \vt*.e syniu*;?. wlian wf3u ett‘u other 

» - * vaiiations 

flesscli on th<‘. dayes before Assclnvednesday -t of fat 
fat wee tden lli^sscli the Wednesday t egges -t chese vpon 
4 the fry dayes Aiul ]>ei acursen aH fo fat abstyiieji he»i 
to ete?i fles<‘h the saterday. Also the Emper<')wr of Cos- The Greek 
tantynoble makotli tlui Patriark the Erchebysschoppes t head *** 
the Pisslioppes t 3(*,iietll the <ligiiytoes -fc the benefices Church 
8 of chirches -fc depryiieth he»i fat bew worthy whan he 
fyndctli ony cause And so is he lord bothe t(impo?’eH: \ 
spiV/iueH in his coiitroc. And ^if ^(‘e wil wite of here The Greek 
.A.E.C. what k/.^res fei luni heiv 300 may seen how 
12 wiih tlie iiaim^s fat foi cl(‘.pon hew fere amonges hew : 

[Only photographs can do justice to the various alphabets 
contained in Mandeville.] 


OF SEYOT JOftFT THE EUFAYGELTST t OF ch. iv. 
YPOCEAS DOTTGHTEE Ti^iNSFORhEED FROJ/ 

A Y^OJ/MAN TO A DEKGOVF. 


A HD aH be it fat f eise thinges touebeji not to .0. way 
nenertheles foi touch en to fat fat I haue hight 30U 
to schewe 30U a pa»*tie of ciistumes -t inaneres -t dyiiersitees 
16 of contrees. And for this is the hrsto contreo fat is dis- 
cordant in feyth -t in heleeue -t Yarieth from oiire feyth 
on this half the see, feroforc T haue sett it here, fat 300 


These 
variations 
of Church 
rules, 
though no 
part of an 
Itinerary, 
are yet 
cutiouS to 
notice. 


may knowe the dyuersitee fat is betwene oure feyth -t 


20 theires. For many mow han gret likywg to here speke 


of straunge thinges of dyuerse contreyes. ^ How retwrno I P foi. 10 a] 


a3en for to teche 30U the way from Constantynoble to 
Iertf$alem. He fat wol forgli Timkye he goth toward The land 

road. 

24 the cytee of Hike -t passeth f orgh the 3ate of Chiouetout 
t aH weys nie?i seen liefore hewi the liiH of Chieuetout 


fat is right high -t it is a luyle -t an half frow Hike. 

And whoso wil go ho watre be the brace of seynt George The sea 

voyflc0* 

28 -t by the see where seynt Hicholas lyeth -t toward many 
ofer places First mew gotli to an jle fat is clept Sylo. 

In fat He groweth Mastyk on smale trees -t out of hew 
coineth gonnne as it were of plombtreos or of chorietrees. 



u 


[oh. IV. THE LADY OF LANOO.] 


Fatlinios. 


St. 

li\ t‘jl a 
5 ears 


IIh ilit'ti and 
^\a.s bunt'll 
111 Ephciu-.. 


Ilia j4ra\*‘ 
contauis 
iimiiriiih, toi 
hiM bodv is 
in Paiadisi* 

Tl.*‘ Tiul.s 
ludd Amu 
M inor. 

St Joliii lav 
<Io\\ 11 in Ids 
j:ra\t‘ aUv« . 
Ite- 

lit*\«' In* la 
not tU'iuI 


TliP soil of 
his t-'Tav «* 
iiiovt‘s as if 
n li\o thing 

still rod 

Ito’ovv 

riit(*ra, tlu* 

liirfhvlaooof 

Sf.NtfitoKis. 

lUol 10 AJ 


Oiete has 
been 

granted to 
the Gem esn 


Hippo- 
cratoi)’ 
(iaiifiliter 
has been 
tiansforniod 
int > a 
dragon by 
Diana. 


Anti ndier y;oH iiiun ttm lit* nl* l^ithiuos i pem wrot 

siiynt Jnl'm tlie Eima><gelist tlitj apoealips. Anti jtjn 
scliiiii vntleA^ttnnle fat seyiit flullii was (if age .xxxij, 3L*er 
wluinoure It ml siiifred his pnssioini And niter his ]»assiou?i 4 
]n* lyuetla .Ixvij. ^t^er And in thti .t\ 31*1*1* of his age lie 
dyeth*. From Patliiuos nian gon vnio ]i;[)ht*sini a faire 
fitct* i nygh to the Sf‘t‘ Ainl per*^ dyede st*ynto eTr»1ln t 
was huryt*tl liohyinh* tlie high awtiere in a hminho. And 8 
pen* is a fair chirohe For cristene men wereii wunfc tt'» 
Imlthm pat plu<*e alwoys. And in the toiulx* of st*yni John 
ism dig] it hut Manna fat is dept Aungides mt*te for his 
htnly was iranslatetl in to paratlys. And Tiirkos holdeu 12 
iifiw aH fat place -t the (*itoe fc the diirche And aR Asie 
the. lesse is yde]»e«l Tnrkye. Anti 3t*e st*]inR vntkrsltnule 
fat seynt doliii It*et make his grant* pern in his lyf t leytl 
lirn/.sdf ferejnno aH tpiyk Anti ferfort* stdxnie int*/? S(‘yn 16 
fat he ilyed iionght, hut fat ho rt‘sleth fere til tlu* day 
id tloom. Anti forsutht*. fere is a gret in^'iieyle for men 
may s(‘t* pe?\‘ the ertho of the tronhe ^apertly many iymos 
steivii -t meiie^ias fere wert‘>i tpiykkti thinges viuler. And 20 
from Ephesim me?? gon fttrgh many lies in tlu*. see yntiO 
the cylt'C t>f Paterane wht*re soynt Nicholas was l»orn i 
sti tt> imiriha whore he was tdioson to hon T>isst‘liti]»]i t 
fert*. gruweth right g[o]de 'wyn t strtmg And fat im*??, 24 
ealleii Avyii of niartha. And frtnii thens gon men to the 
He of Crete fat the Emperow?* ^af somtynio. to Janewoys 
And famine passeii me'?i forgli the lies of Colcos t of 
lango of the whiche lies ypocras was lortl olfe. And 28 
so??inie men seyii fat in the He of lango is ^it the doiighter 
of ypocras in forme -t lykness of a gret dragoiui fat is an 
lu^mlretl fadme of lengtheas iiie?i soyn, for I haue not seen 
hire. Anti fei of the lies callen hire lady of the lond 32 
Ainl sche lye ill in an olde castell in a cave -t scheweth 
twyes or thryes in the 3eer and sche doth no?i harm to 
no nia?i hut 31! nie?i don hire harm. And sche was thus 
chaunged -t transformed from a fair damysele in to lyk- 36 
ness of a dragoim he a Goddess fat was dept Deane. And 
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[oh. IV. THE LADY OP LANGO.] 

me?i soy 11 frtt sclio sclial so endure in jiat forme of a 
draj^ouii viito tyine fat a knygM come j?at is so hardy Jiat 
dar come to hire t kisse hire on J)o nioutli and fan schall 
4 sche t?/nic a^on to hire owne kynde i hen a womman ajen 
hut after pat sehe scliaH: not lyuen longe. And it is not 
longo siilien pat a knyght of tlie [hospital of] Eodes pat 
was hardy fc <loughty in arnies seyde fat he wolde kyssen 
8 ]iir<*. And whan lie was vpou his coursere t weiite to 
the casteH t eiitred in to the cave the dragonw lifte vp 
hire, lied a^imst hwi And whan the knyglit saiigli hire in 
fat formt* so hidou.s t so liorrilile he iieygli awey t the 
12 dragoun hare the knyght vpon a roche mawgree his liede 
And frowi. fat ro<*hc scIk^ caste hh» in to the see t so was 
lost hotlie hors -fc man. And also a ^onge mail fat wdste 
not of the drag(HLi wente out of a schipp -t weute forgh 
16 the lie til fat he come to the castell t cam in to the 
cave and wente so longe til fat he hnid a chamhre t fere 
he saugh a damysele fat kemhed hire hede i lokede in 
a myroiir. And sche Iiadde ineche tresoiire aboute?^ liire 
20 i he Irowede fat sclie hadde ben a comoiin wommaii fat 
dwelle<l fere to resceyue niew to folye. And he abode tiH 
the (lamyscdc saugh [t]he schadewe of him in the inyrowr. 
An<l sclie turned hire toward him t asked hyw^ what he 
24 wrilile And he seyde he wolde hew hire lemmau or para- 
mour and sche asked him 3 if fat he were a knyght -fc he 
seyde nay. And fan sche seyde fat he myglite not hew 
liiro lemman But sche bad him gon a 3 en vnto his felowes 
28 t [let] make liiiw knyght -t come a 3 en vpon the morwe 
i sche schulde come out of the cave before him i fawiie 
come and kysse hire on the moAvtii. i liaiie no drede, for 
I scliaH <lo f e no maner harm all he it fat fou see me 
32 in lykeness of a dragoiuj For fough fou se me hiclouse 
i horrible to loken onne 1 do fe to \vytene fat it is 
made he enchawntement. For ^vitAoutew duute I am non 
of cr fan fou seest now, a womman, ^ And f orfore drede 
36 fe nought. And 3 if fou kisse me fou schalt liaue aH: 
this tresoure i he my lord i lord also of all fat He. And 


site can 
only bo> 
reconverted 
into a 
woman if a 
kni^bt dares 
kiss her. 


A bohl 
knij'lit of 
Rhodes 
won hi try 
the adven- 
ture, 

[fol 11a] 


but he fled 
in terror 
and she cast 
him into 
the sea. 


Another 
yoiinjj: man 
eame upon 
the damsel 
in her fair 
natural 
shape, and 
asked for 
her hive. 


She replied 
that he 
must be 
knighted 
first ami he 
might then 
gam herself, 
her treasure 
and her 
island. 


But he must 
not be afiaid 
of her 
dragon’ s 
shaxie. 


P foh 11 6] 



Ifi 


Wli.-ii hi- 
had b<*<‘n 

In* 

carnt* l»ack, 
but lit‘d in 
ieiror at ht*r 

Might. 


She cried 
with sorrow 
and liH soon 
died. Since 
thi'n, no 
knight can 
see her and 
live 

She may yet 
be fre» d by 
a kiss. 


Rhodes 
belongs to 
the liosjn- 
talers. 

The Colos- 
sians of 
Paul’s 
eidstle were 
the people 
of Rhodes. 


Ch. V. 


The wines 
of Cj prns. 


In Satalla 
was a lovei 
who dese- 
crated the 
grave of a 
dead lady. 

[1 fol. 12 a] 


[CII. IV. THE LADY OP LK'SOit.] 
lie fi-M liiir I Wfiitr tu lii- to t 

ieet make hi/?i kiiv^iit i eam a^on ai inorwe for 
to ky.s.sii tliis ilaiiiyseb*. Ami vvlirin iio r^aiiL^li hire 
out of llie cave in fnrim* nt' a so Imlotise -fc fo 4 

liurribli* lie liatMt* i^o in* ilovLili a^cn tu tli(‘ 

Rc-liipp t .sola* .Vml wlian fat lit^ 

tnnh"<] iioi art'll l*> rrye os a tliiiiu Jv/ti liadile 

imM'bu .sorwi* Aiul faiipc tii/*uc‘«l a^cii in to liire cave S 
Ami iuio/? the kiiy.i(]il dyeilo t sitlioii lii<la*\varitc.9 myL(lile 
no kny^^lit .so Lire Imt fr/i lie ilyoile anon, lint wiian a 
knj^^lit euuiotli pat i.s .so luirtly to kisso liire he .scLall not 
(lye, Imi Le s<!liall tame tin* ilaniyif:(>le in to liire vigLt 12 
forme fc kyndi^Iy scLapp i Ik* .«:(*ljal Lo lord of all tlio 
controyc.s i lies al.oues(‘yd. And hmii f»ais m(*« como?i 
the He Eodes llie wLiclie Tie lio.-[»italeiT*s Loldeii t 
guucrue]? And pat token pvi siujilyme J’ro;;i tint Eiupe/'ozfr 16 
And it was wont toLcclepi Collo.-^ t so (jalle it tlic* Turkes 
jit And seynt Poul in las e]>istlr*s wriieth to Ik*;;/ of pat 
He Ab CoLLijCENSES. TLi.s He i.^ iiygli .viij‘‘. myle long 
from CunstantynoLIe. 20 

[OF niYElLSlTIEiS IX CVITJJS; OF THE HOAD 
FROM CYPHns To JEUKSALEM, AXb OF THE 
MAHYEL8 OF THE FOHS FULL OF SAXD.] 

A XD from tliis He of Hodes me/?- gon to Cipro wLere 
Leth many [wynea] {^) pnft fast Lew rede -t after .o. 
jere fei Lecomew wLite And |)eise w'ynes Jiat Leu most wliite 
Len (^) moat clere i Lest of smeH. And ineai paasen Le fat 24 
way Le a place fa-t was wont to Lew a gret cytee t a gret 
lond -fc tlie cytoc wa.s clepi CatLaiilye, tlie wLiclie cytee 
^ -fc lond was lost forgli folye of a jonge man. For he liad 
a fayr dainysele pax, lie Lined wel to liis paramoi/r fc scLe 28 
dyed sodeyiily i was don in a tomLe of marLLi t for tlie 
grete lust fat lie Lad to Lire Lo weiite in tlie nyglit vnto 
Lire touiLe i opened it t went in t lay Le Lire t wente 
(^) vyiies, C. U) repeated in C. 
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[oh. V. CYPEUS AND ACRE.] 

his woy. AikI whan it earn to tlio cnda of .ix. inonothoft 
pere com a voys to him t seyde : Go to tlio toniTje of fat 
wowwnaTi i open it t hcdiold what fou hast hegoteii on 
4 liir^ *1 jif fou lette to go fou schalt hane a gret harm. 
And he 3 edo i opened the tf>in])o i fere fleygh out an 
Eddere right hidona to see, the whiclie als swythe ileigh 
ahoute the cytee -I the contree t aone after the cytee sank 
8 down t fere hen manyo perilouao passages ^v^t7^ outen 
fayle. Erowi Eodea to Cyprehew .v. m^do t more, But 
men may gon to Cypro t come not at Eodea. Cypre is 
right a gode He and a fair -t a gret and it hath .iiij. 
12 princypaii cytees wit/dii him And fere is an Erchehysshopp 
at Mchosie t .iiij. othere bysschoppes in fat lond. And 
at Eamagost is on of the princypaii hauenes of the see, 
fat is in the world And fere arryuen cristene men t 
16 sarazynes t men of aH nacyons. In Cipre is the hiB of 
the holy cros t fere is an ahbeye of monkes hlako And 
fere is the cros of Disnias the gode theef as I hano seyd 
before, And smnme men trowen fat fere is half the cross 
20 of onre lord but it is not so and fei don euyH fat make 
men to beleeue so. In Cipre lyth seynt zenomyne of 
whom men of fat contree maken gret solempnyteo. And 
in the casteH of amoiire lyth the body of seynt Hyllarie 
24 i men kepen it right ^ worschipfully. And besyde Eamagost 
was seynt Barnabee the Apostle born. In Cipre men 
hunten witA Papyouns fat ben lyche lyberdes t fei 
taken wylde bestos right well and fei ben soindeB more 
28 fan lyouns t fei taken more scbarpolych the bestes -t 
more delyuerly fan don houndes. In Cipre is the manere 
of lordes t all ofere men aB to eten on the erthe, for fei 
make dyches in the erthe aH ahoute in the halle depo to 
32 the knee t fei do pane hem And whan fei wil ete fei 
gon fere in -t sytten fere. And the skyB is for fei may 
he the mpre fressch for fat lond is meche more hottere 
fan it is here. And at grete festes i for straungeres fei 
36 setten formes t tables as men don in this contree, but fei 

had leuer sytten in the erthe. From Cypro men gon to 
MANDEVILLB. 


An a<l{lt'r 
rose from 
the Kt'a-ve, 
an»l the city 
8tiuk down 


In Cyprus 
IS the busy 
harboiu of 
Faiiiai,'osta. 


In Cyprus 
are tUi> cross 
of the |:ood 
tlilef, 


and ttte 
shrines of 
St. Zeno- 
niyne and 
St. Hilary. 

[ifol. 12 h] 


Hunting 
leopards are 
used there 


Meals are 
taken in 
sunk ditches 
m which it 
IS cool. 


G 
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Tyre ih the 
first x»ort on 
the jin'^sage 
to Jmi- 
saleni 


Ser ptiirnl 
ae^ooiatiftns 
of Tyre. 


[1 fol. 13 rtj 


Sarphen 
or Sarepta. 


Sydon, the 
home ot 
Dido. 


Beyrouth. 


Jaffa. 


[CH. V. CVrRUS AXl» AfllE.] 

the loud of fTt‘ri/,s'aIem be tho* see and in a day t in a 
nyglit he fat liaili ^ode wynd may C'uae to tlie haueiie 
of Tliire fat now is clepfc Siirrye. There was somtyine a 
gr«'t cjteo i a pide <>f crysten**nie>i but sarazins lam 4 
destroytul it a gret partye And fei Ict'pe fat Lane right 
wfH for drtde of eristene inon. Men iiiyglde go lai.re 
right to fat hauoiie -t coiiit^ not in Cypre JJnfc fei gon 
gladly to Cipre to ivsle hem on llu^ lond or eH to b 3 "gge>i 8 
thiiigCA* pot fei liane node to ]i(‘re lyiiyiige. On the see 
ayde rne?z may fviide many rubyes. And fe/e is the wcdle 
of the whiclie holy writt speketh <jiie t seyth : FoNs 
ouTonrif t PUTKITS AQU\Rrj/ VI UK N'c I IT, If, fat is to seye : 12 
tlie Welle of g.irdyns -t tlie dych of lyiiyiige watres. In 
this cytoe of I'hire soyde the worn man to oure lord: 
JIbATUS VENTB/2 Qur TE POUTAITIT t TBKRA QITW SUCPISTI, 
f/ft is to seye: Pdessed be the body fat fo baar t the 16 
papitevS fat fan sowke<le.st. An<l fere oure lord for^af^ the 
wowiman of Chananof* hire synnes And befon^ Tyre was 
wont to be the ston on the which e onre lord siit t 
prechede i on fat ston was founde<l the cliirclie of seynt 20 
sanyozir. Aiid.viij. inyle from Tyre toward the Est vpon 
tlie see is the cytee of Harphen in saivpt of sydonyens 
And fere was wont for to dwtdle lielye the propliete t 
fere reysed lie Jonas the wydwes sone from doth to lyf. 24 
And .V. niyle fro sar]>lien is tlie cytee of Sydon of the 
whiclie citee Dydo was lady fat was Eneas wif after the 
destruction of Troye i pat foiinde<I the cytee of Cartage 
in Affrik t now is cl(*ped Rydim Sayete. And in the 28 
cytee of Tyre regued Agemu'e the fader of Dydo. And 
-xvj. rayles from Sydon is Eeruth And fro Benith to 
Sarilenare is .iij. ioumeycs And from Sardenar is ,v. niyle 
to Damask. And whoso wil go longe[r] tynie on the see 32 
i come nerre to Jerusalem he schal go fro Cipre he see to 
tlie port Jati* For fat is the nexte liauene to Jerusalem. 
And the town is called JafP for on of the sones of Noe 
fat higlito Japhet founded it -t now it is dept Jojipe. 36 
And scliiiH vnderstonde fat it is on of tlie oldest 
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townes of the world For it was founded before Noeis 
llode And ^it fere scliewetii in the roclie fer as the Irene 
cheynes were festned fat Andromade a gret Geaunt was 
^ boundeii wztA t i)ut in prisoun before Koees flode of the 
wliiclie geaiit is a ryb of his syde fat is .xl. fote longe. 
And whoso wil aiTyuo at the firste port of Thire or of 
Surre fat I liaiie spoken of ]>efore may go be londe 3if he 
wil to Joimaleni. And nie^i goth fro Surre vnto the 
citee of Dacoim^ in a day And it was dept somtyme 
Tholoniayda And it was somtyme a cyfcee of cristeneraen 
fuH fair ]>ut it is now destroj’-ed t it stout vpon the see. 

T9 r XX 

And fro venyse to Alcoiui be see is .mm t iiij. myles of 

]oni])ar<]ye And fro Calahre or fro Cecyle to Akouw be see 

is a .niccc. myles of lombardye And the He of Crete is 

right in the inyd weye. And besyde the cytee of Akoim 

to ward tlie see vj. fiirlonges on the right syde toward the 

south is the hill of Garmelyn where helyas the prophete 

dwelled t fere was first the ordre of frere carmes founded. 

This hiH is not right gret ne fuH high And at the fote of 

this liiH was somtyme a gode cytee of cristenemen fat 

men cleped Cayphas f<jr Cayphas first founded it hut it 

is now aH wasted. And on the lift syde of the hill 

Garmelyn is a town fat me?i clepen SaFre t fat is sett 

on anofer hiH fere soynt James i seynt John were horn 

And in the worschipe of hem fere is a fair chirche. And 

fro Tholoniayda fat men clepen now^ akoun vnto a grot 

hiH fat is dept [Scala Tyriorum is a .c. furlonges. And 

fere besyde renneth a lytil ryuer fat is dept] Belon. And 

fere nygh is the Foss of Mennon fat is aS round t it is 

an hundred cubytes of largeness -t it is aH fuH of graueH 

schynynge brighte of tlie whiche men niakeii faire verres 
oo 

t clere. And men conien fro fer by watre in schippes 
■t he londo wntA cartes for to fotten of fat graueH And 
fough fero be neuere so meche taken awey fere of on 
the day at morwe it is as fuH a3en as euere it was ^ And 
fat is a gret meruaille. And fere is eueremore gret wynd 
in fat Foss fat stereth eueremore tlie graueH -t maketh it 


20 


24 


28 


36 


Andromade 
the giant. 


Prom Tyre 
to Jernsa- 
1(1111 by land 


Acre or 
Ptolemais. 
[1 fol. 13 6] 


Distances 
Irom Acre. 


Carmel. 


Haifa. 


Sei»i»hori.s. 


The pit 
from which 
sand is ob- 
tained for 
making 
glass. 


[‘*2 fol 14 a] 



V) 


Qlash li 
fioin (Uftnl 


0.‘i"a 


S3TilSti2i 

IJHlilrtli, anil 
JhiiTlnhs- 

tlli* S 


Land 

jiinmey to 
JcrnhaltJin, 


To reach 
Cairo and 
obtain the 
sultan’s 
licence for a 
pil^riiiia^'e 
to Sinai, one 
should pass 
the tb'sert 

[ifol.Ufe] 


Effvpt. 


fCH. V. CYPRUf? AND ACRT5.] 

trouble Ami ;if onv iniirt tlo fere jnno oiiy maner metaH 
it turneth anow to "Liss\ Ami tlie ^^Inss )>at is made of 
fat it b<* duu in io the j:fraiieH it turnetli 

anon in io graiieH as it was tir^t And ferfore somme men 4 
s«‘yn frtt it is a v^iwelo-'b of tlio grauedy see. Also from 
Akoin^ aboiie si^yd oon me?? fortli .iiij. ioiirneos to the citee 
of l^tlostyiie fat was of tlio riiilistytmes fat now is dept 
Ua^a fat is a pay eytee t a rit^bo t it is right fayr -t fuH 3 
of folk t it is a lytill fro tlio see. And from this cyieo 
bronolit fiaiiipson the stronge the 3ates vpon an liigli lend 
wlian lie was taken in fat eytee And fere he slowgh in a 
jialeys the kyng t liymself t gret nomhro of the hoste of 22 
the Philistienes the whidie had put out his eyen t 
i^chaiie?! his lied t onprisoimd him ho tresouj?, of Dalida 
his parainowr, And ffrefore. he made falle vpon hem a 
gret halle whan fei were at mete. And from fens gon jg 
ine?i to the cytee of Cesaire -fc so to the casteH of 
Pylgrymes i so to Ascolonge -fe fan to Jaff -t so to 
Jerusalem, And whoso wift go he lomlo forgli the load 
of Eahyloyne where the sowdan dwelletli comonly he 20 
nioste gete grace of him t leue to go more sikerly forgli 
fo londes t contrees And for to go to the mount of synay 
before fat men gon to Jcn/salem -t fawne tiirne a3en to 
Jerwsalem he sclia go fro Gaza to the casteli of Daire. 24 
And after fat men Cornell out of Sunye i entre^^ in to 
wylderness t fere the weye is fuH^ soncly. And fat 
wylderness -t desert lasteth .viij. iourneyes hut all weys 
mc7i fynden gode jnnes t ali fat he?^ nedeth of vytaylle, 23 
Anil me?^ clopew fat wylderness Adiellek. And whan a 
man Cometh out of fat desert he entreth in to Egypt fat 
me clepen Egipt Caiiopat And after ofer langage mew 
clepen it Morsyn. And fere first mew fynden a gode ^2 
toun fat is dept Beletli -t it is at the ende of the 
kyngdom of Halappee i fvowi fens mew gon to Bahyloyne 
i to Cayre 



[CH. VI. CAIRO AMO TRIil SULTAM8.J 


21 


OF MAN YE NAMES OE SOEDANS, t OF THE cn. vi. 
TOUA^ OF LABILOYNAl 

A t Eabyluyno pero is a faire cliirclic of uure lady cami, 

wlier^} slic dwelled .vij. 3 eer wliaii selic iloygli out the Virgin, 
of tile loud of Judee for drede of kyng lieroud. And pern 
4 lytli the body of seynt Barbre the virgine t martyr And pern simne oi st. 
duelled Joseph whan he was sold of his hretheren. And 
pei’e made Nabugodoiiuzor the kyng putte .iij. children in The Three 
to the forneys of fuyr for pei were^t in the right troiitlie children. 

8 of beleeue The whiclie children mm cleped Ananya 
Azaria Mizaeli as the psalm of Beuedicite seith But 
Nabugodoiiozor cleped hem ojjerwise Sydrak Misak i 
Abdeiiago fat is to seye god glorious, god victoriows t 
12 god ouer all thinges t reines and fat was for the myracle 
fat he saugh goddos sono go vrith the childre^i forgh 
the fuyre, as he seyde. Jpere diielleth the Soudan in 
his Calahelyk for fere is comownly his see in a fayr 
16 casteH strong t gret t wel sett vpon a roche. In fat Thesoudan’s 
casteH dueHe aH wey to kepe it -t for to serue the sowdan ®“‘**^^* 

lul 

mo fan .vj. persones fat ^ taken aH here necessaries of its guniu. 

the sowdaues court. I oughte right wel to knoweii it for “1 

20 I duelled 'with him as soudyour in his werres a gret 

while, a 3 en the Bedoynes And he wolde haue maryed me i refi sed to 

fuH highly to a gret Princes doughter 3 if I wolde han PnneeaB, 

forsaken niy lawe t iny heleue. But I thanke god I had 

24 no wiH to don it for nothing fat ho behiglite me. And 

3 ee schuil vnderstonde fat the soudan is lord of .v. niesoudan’s 

kyngdomos fat he hath conc^uered t apropred to him be kingdoms : 

streiigthe And f eise bew the names : The kyngdoni of 

28 Canapak fat is Egipt t the kyngdom of Jerwsakm where Egypt, Jem. 

fat Dauid t Salomon were kynges And the kyngdom of 

Surry e of the which e the cytee of Damasc was chief 

And the kyngdom of Alappee in the loud of Math t the Aiep?»o, 

^ e K 1 Arabia, 

32 kyngdom of Arahye fat was to on of the .iij. kyiigei* fat 
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[CH. VI. CAIRO AND THE SULTAKS.] 


Cu.lipli. 


Lit'fc of IG 
somlans of 
Egypt 
1 


2. Saladin 
fjulitb 
Bichiiitl 
Ccunr <ie 
Iiion ; 


3, 4. 

[1 fol. 15 


5. 


flghls St. 
Louis of 
France. 


6 . 


r. 


8 


Eilwanl r, 
when Prmcti 
of Wales. 


9. 

10 . 


made offryiig to oure lord wliaii lie was "burn. And 
many o|)ere loiides lie lioldeili in liis Lund. And fere 
Vf'ith aH he lioldetL Calyffes, fat is a full gret tiling in 
here laiigage And it is als meclie to seye as kyng. 4 
And fere were wont to ben .v. soudans but now fere is 
nomo but he of Egypt. And the firste soudan was Zarocon 
fat was of Mede t \vas fader to Sahaladyii fat toke the 
Califfee of Egipt t slough him t was made soudan bo 8 
strengtlie. After fat Avas soudan Sahaladyn in wdioos 
tyine the kyng of Englond Eichard the lirste [was fere] 
with inanve of ere fat kepten the passage fat Sahaladyn 
lie luyghte not passen. After Sahaladyn retined his sone 1 2 
Boradyn And after him his iievewe. After fat the 
Comaynz ^ fat weren in seruage in Egipt felteii hemse[ljf fat 
f ei weren of gret power ])ei chesen hem a Soudan amongee 
hem the whiche made him to ben doped Mclechsalan. 16 
And in his tynie entred into the contree of the kynges of 
France seynt Lowy^s t faught ^yith him t [he] toke him 
t enprisound him. And this was slayn of his owne 
seruantes And after fei chosen an other to he soudan 20 
fat fei cleped Tympieinan And he let delyueren seynt 
lowys out of prisoun for certeyn raunsoun. And after on 
of theise Cumaynz regned fat highte Cadias -t slough 
Turquoinan for to be soudan t made him ben cleped 24 
Melechemes. And after anofer fat liadde to name 
Bendochdare fat slough Melechemes for to he Soudam i 
cleped him self Melechdare. Iii his tyme entred the gode 
kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye t dide gret harm to 28 
the Sarrazines. And after was this soudau eiipoysouml 
at Eamasce And his sone thoughte to regiien after him 
be heritage t made him to ben dept Meleschsaeh. But 
another fat had to name Elphy diaced him out of the 32 
contree i made him soudan. This man toke the cytee of 
Tripollee t destroyede manye of the cristene men the 
3 eer of grace .Miti cc iiij score t ix. And after was he 
eiiprisoiunl of another fat wolde he Soudan but he was 35 
1 . 14 , sef. 0. 
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aiiuw slayn. After pat was the sone of Elphy chosen to 
hew Soudan -t cleped hi«i J^fellethasseraf t he tok the 
citee of Akouw i chaced out the cristeiie men t this was 
4 also enpoysoiid. And fan was his hrotber ymade Soudan 
i 'was cleped hlelechnasser And after on fat was dept 
Guytoga toke him t put him in prisouw in the casteH of 
^ MountryuaH t made him Soudan bo strengthe t cleped 
8 him Melechcadeti i he was [a] (^) Tartaryne. But the 
Comay uz chaced him out of fe coiitree -t diden hyin 
meche sorwe And madew on of hem self soudan fat 
hadde to name lacliyn t ho made him to hew dept 
12 IMdediiiianser the whiche on a day ployed at the chess 
i his sword lay Lesyde him -t so befell fat on wratthed 
him -i 'w^’t/i his owne propre swerd he was slayn. And 
after fat f ei weren at grot discord for to make a soudan 
16 And fynally fei accordeden to Melechnasser fat Guytoga 
had put ill prisouji at Momitrivail And tins regnede 
longe i g</uerned wisely so fat his eldest sono was chosen 
after him Melcchmader the whiche his brother leet sle 
20 pnuyly for to haue the lordschipe t made him to hew 
dept Meledimadahron -t he was Soudan wlian I departed 
fro fo contrees. And 'wyte ^ee wel fat the Soudan may 
lede out of Egipt mo fan .xx MiB. mew of armes And out 
24 of Surrye t out of Turkye t out of ofer contrees fat he 
holt he may arrere mo fan .1. Mill, and aH f o hew at his 
wages And' fei hew aH weys at him withonten the folk of 
his contree fat is witAoutew nonibre. And euerych of hem 
28 hath be 3 ere the inouiitance of .vj score, iloreyues But it 
bdioueth fat euery of hewi holde .iij. hors i a caineylle. 
And he the cytees -t he townes hew amyralles fat ban 
the gouernaiice of the peple, On hath to gouenie .iiij. 
32 i auofer hath to goiierue .v. aiiof er mo t anofer wel 
mo And als many taketh the AiuyraH he him allouo as 
aH the ofer ^soiildyours ban vnder hyni And ferfore 
whan the Soudan wiH avaiice uny worthi knyght he 
36 maketh hi/w a am^raH. And whau it is ony dertbe the 
(1) M8. of. 
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kiiyglit66' b(iM riglit piiru t pa/mo pei .sullen Lothe Iiere 
Lurs t liure hariiuys. Ami the Soudan hath .iiij. wyfes on 
crifiteiie, l .iij, sani/ines of tiie whiulie on dwellethafc lerw- 
ifalem t aiiofcY at Damasce i anofd/* at Asculun And 4 
%vhan litfH Jyst fei reiiieweii to oper cytees Aiul wlian 
tilt* Soiitlaiio wiH: he may go to visite Iie/M whan hm list. 
And ho hath as many |ia/*amou/s as Li/zi lyketh. For he 
liiaketh to come Lefore him tlie faii*est i the noLleste of 8 
Lirtlie i tin*, geiitylleshi daniyseles of liis coiitree And he 
inaketli hem to ben kept i senied fiiii liunourabely And 
whan lie wule haue on to lye with lii»i he maketh hem all 
to eome before him Ainl lie behold eth in ah which of 12 
hem is most to his plesance -fc to hire anon he seiiJeth 
or casLeth a ryng fro his fynger And J?awue aiiow sche 
scluiH hen bathed t rieliely at^Tod ± aiioynted \vM delicat 
thinges of .swete smeli i pan latl to the Soiulanes chamhre, 16 
and pW5 he doth als often ns him list whan he will liaue 
onye of hem. And before the soiidan cunieth no strangier 
but jif he be clothed in cloth of gold or of tartarie or of 
cainaka in the Sarazines guyse t as the sarazins vsen. And 20 
it behoueth pat anow at the firsts sight pat mow see the 
Soudan he it in windowe or in what place elles ^ pat mew 
knele to him -fc kysse the erthe For pat is the luanere to 
do reuereuce to the soudawn of hem pat speken w^t^ him. 24 
And whan pat inessangeres of straiinge con trees comew 
before hi??i the meynee of the Soudan, ‘ Whan the 
straiigeres speken to hym, pei hew aboute the [souldaii 
wit/i swerdcs drawen -t gysarniez t axes, here armes lift 28 
vp ill high w^t7^ po wepenes for to smyte V])oii lie??i 3 if 
pei seye ony wuord pat is displesauce to the soudan. 
And also no struiuigere coinoth before him hiit pat he 
maketh him sum proinys -t graunt of pat th*.* sowdan 32 
asketh resonabely beso it lie not a^onst his lawe. And 
so don opere Prynces he 3 oiideii Fur pei seyii pat iiomaw 
schaH come Ixdore no Pryiice hut pat thesoiihlan is hettre 
And schaH: he more ghiddere in ilepai’tynge from his 36 
presence pawiie he was at the comynge before hym. And 
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viidersk*ii(letri pat Unit lialiyloyiie pat f liaiio spokou offe 
where pat the Soudan <liielleth is not fat gret Eahyloyne 
where the dyuersitoe of langages was first made for 
4 vengeance l>y tlie niyracle of god wliaii tlie grete tour of 
Babel was bego?ineii to be‘;^ made of tlie wdiiche the walles 
weren dxiiij. furlouges of heiglite. put is in the grete 
desertes of Arabye vpo/i the weye as mew gon toward the 
8 kyngdom of Caldee. Jiut it is fuft lunge sitli fat ony 
maw durste neygtie to the tour for it is aH desert t fuH: of 
dragonws t grete serpentee -t fuH of dyuerse veiiymouse 
hestes aH alioutew. pat tour wM the cytee was of .xxv. 
12 myle in cyrcuyt of the walles As fci of the con tree seyn ^ 
i as mew may demen Ly estimaciown after fat men tollen 
of the contree. And f ough it he dept the tour of Babi- 
loyno ^it nathcles fere were ordeyned witAjniie many 
16 mansiouns and many gret dwelJynge places in lengthe t 
hrede And fat tour conteyned grot contree in cii'cuyt, for 
the tour allono conteyned .x. myle sqware. J?at tour 
founded kyng Nemhroth fat was kyng of fat contree t 
20 he was the firste kyng of the world And ho leet make an 
ymage in the lykness of liis fader t constreyned aH his 
subgettes for to worschipe it. And anon begounew othere 
lordes to do the same And so begonuen the ydoles t the 
24 symulacres first. The town t the cytee weren fuH wel 
sett in a fair contree t a playn fat mew clepen the contree 
of Samar of the whiche the walles of the cytee werew .cc. 
cuhytes in heighto t .1. cuhytes of depnes. And the 
28 Ryuere of Eufrate ran forgh out the cytee t aboute the 
tour also. But Cirus the kyng of Perse toko from hem 
the ryuere t destroyed aH the cytee and the tour also. 
For he departed fat Ryuere in .ccc. i .lx. smale ryueres 
32 be cause fat he had sworn fat he scliolde putte the ryuere 
in such poyiit fat a womman myghte wel passe fere witA 
outew castynge of of hire clothes for als moche as he hadde 
lost many worthi men fat troweden to passeii fat ryuere 
36 be swymmynge. And from Babyloyiie where the soiidan 
dwelleth to go right betweno the Oryent t the Septem- 
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tryoii toward the grete Ba]>ylt>yiie is xl. iourneycs to 
passeix be desert. But it is not the grete Babiloyne in 
the loud i in the powere of the seyd Sundan but it is in 
the power and the lordschipe of Persye. ^ But ho holdeth 4 
it of the grete Cliane fat is the gretteste Emperour i the 
most souereyn lord of aH the j-^arties be 3 onde t he is lord 
of the iles of Cathay t of manye ofere iles t of a gret 
partie of Inde And his lond marchoth viito Prestre 8 
JoBnes lond And he holt so nioche lond that he 
knoweth not the ende And he is more inj^ghty t gretter 
lord witAouten comparsouw pan is the Soudan. Of his 
ryaH estate -t of his myght I schaH: speke mure plenerly 12 
when I schall speke of the lond -fc of the coiitree of ynde. 
Also the cytee of Methon where Machumet lyth is also 
of the grete desertes of Arabye. And pere lith the body 
of by 111 full lionourabely in here temple pat the Sarazines 16 
clepen Musketh. And it is fro Babyloyue the ksse 
where the Soudan dwelleth vrito Methon aboueseyd in 
to a .xxxij. ioufiieyes. And %vyteth wel pat the rewme 
of Arabye is a full gret contree, but pere in is ouer inoche 20 
desert And nomaw may dwell pere in pat desert for 
defaute of water. For pat lond is all grauelly -t full 
of sond And it is drye ± no thing fructuous he cause 
pat it hath no moysture t perfore is pere so iiiecho desert. 24 
And 3 if it hadde Ptyueres t welles t the lond also were 
as it is in oper partyes it scholde bew als fuH of peple 
t als fuH enhabyted wit/i folk as in other places. For 
pere is fuH gret multitude of peple where as the lond 28 
is enhabyted. Arabye dureth fro the endes of the reme 
of Caldee viito the laste ende of ^ Affryk t inarcheth to 
the loud of yduinee toward the ende of Botroii. And 
ill Caldee the chief cytee is Baidak And of Affryk the 32 
chief cytee is Cartage pat Dydo pat was Eneas wif 
founded The whiche Eneas was of the cytee of Troye i 
after was kyng of Itaylle. !Mesopotaiiiye streccheth also 
viito the desertes of Aiahye t it is a gret contree. In 36 
this contree is the cytee of Daraym where abraliauies 


iliiran. 
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fader duelled i from Avlieiis ALraliaiii departed be 
cowiuiaudcmeut of the AiiugeH. And of ])at cytee was 
Effraym fat was a gret clerk t a giet doctoiir And 
4: Theopliilus was of fat cytee also fat oure lady sauede 
from oure eiieinye. And Mesopotayme dureth fro the 
ryuere of Eufrates vnto the ryuere of Tygris. Eor it 
is betwene fo .ij. ryiieres. And be 3 onde the ryuere of 
^ Tygre is Caldee fat is a fuii gret kyngdom. In fat 
rewme, at Baidak aboueseyd was wont to diiollo the 
Calylfez fat was wont to ben bothe as Emperour i Pope 
of the Arabyenez so fat he was lord spmiueH: i temporeii 
12 And ho was successour to Machoinete t of his geiieracioun. 
bat cytee of Baidak was wont to ben cleped Sutis t 
IShibiigodonozor founded it And fere duelled the holy 
prophete Daniel t fere he saugh visiounes of lieuene 
16 t fere he made the exposicioun of dremos. And in old 
tyme fere were wont to be .iij. Calyffeez : Ho of Arabye, 
he of Caldoez And f ei ^ dwelleden in the cytee of Baidak 
aboueseyd. And at Cayre besides Eabyloyne duelled the 
20 Calylfee of Egy|)t i at Marrok vpon the west see duelto 
the CalyHee of Barbaryenes i of Affrycanes. And now 
is fere non of the Calyffeez no nought ban ben sithe the 
tyme of the Sowdan Sahaladyn Eor from fat tyme hider 
24 the Sowdann clepeth him self Calyffeo And so han the 
Calyifeez ylost here name. Also wyteth w^el fat Babyloyne 
f e lesse where the Soudan duelleth t (^) the cytee of 
Cayr fat is nygh besyde it ben greto huge cytees manye 
28 -fc fayre and fat on sitt nygh fat other. Babyloyne sytt 
upon tlie ryuere of Gyson somtyine dept Nyle fat cometh 
out of Paradys terrestre. ])'dt ryxiero of Nyle all the 3 eer 
whan the sonne entreth in to the signe of Oancer it 
32 begyiinetli to woxe And it wexeth aHweys als longe as the 
sonne is in Cancro t in the signe of the lyoun). And 
it wexeth in sudi manere fat it is somtyme so grot fat 
it is .XX. cubytes or more of depness And fanne it doth 
36 gret harm to the godes fat ])eii vpon the loud For fanne 
O at, MS. 
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iiiiiy iioiiia/^ iriui.iylli* l.o i‘iv iMiuloi)* f«>i* tliu gruto 

luoystuess And is fere tlere tyiiie in fat controe. 

And also wLiii it wexeth lyiyH it is dere tyiiie iii pat 
cuutree for defaiito of luoysture. And wlitiu the seime 
is in tlie sigiie of Virgo fa/ine ljegy?EnL*tli the ryuero for 
to ^ wane t to decreee lytyl t lytyH So fat wlitiii tiie su?inc 
is (^) eiitred iu to the igue uf libra f tUEiie f ei eiitrtoi 
hetwene tlieise ryueres. This ryiiere coiueth rennyiige ^ 
from Paradys Itf/Tcstre Letwene the desertes of ynde i 
after it sinytt vii to loiide t re>iiieth ionge tyme many 
grete cofitrees viider erthe And after it goth out vnder 
an high hill fat incM clepeii Aloth fat is hetwene ynde 12 
i Ethiopo the iiioiintance of .v. inonethes iourneyes fro the 
entree of Ethiope And after it envyroiineth ali Etliiupe 
■t Morekano -t goth aH along fro the loud of Egipte vnto 
the cyteo of Alisaudre to the ende of Egipte and fere it 1 ^ 
falletli ill to the see. Ahoiite this ryuere heM inanye 
hriddes t foules As Sikonyes fat fui olepen Ibes. 


OF THE CONTREE OF EGin ; OF THE BRIO 
FENIX; OF ARABYE; OF THE CVTEE OF 
CAYRA^; OF THE CO.raYNGE TO KNOWEN 
BAWME AND TO IT, AND OF THE 

GERNERES OF JOSEPH. 

E GATT is a long contree but it is streyt fat is to seye 

narow for f ei may not eulargen it toward the desert 20 
for defaute of water And the contree is sett aloMg vpon 
the ryuere of Nyle he als moche as fat ryuere may serue 
he flodes or of er wise fat wha/ine it lloweth it may spredeu 
abrood f orgh the contree, so is the contree large of lengtlie. 24 
For fere it reyneth not but lityll in fat contree t for fat 
cause fei haue no water, hut 3 if it ^ be of fat flood of fat 
ryuere. And for als moche as it no reyneth not in 
fat contree but the eyr is alwey pure t deer, ferforo iu 28 
(^) lb repealed m MS. 



29 


[CH. VTT. EGYPT, BALM, THE PYRAMIDS.] 

fat contreo lion ilio astroiioiiiyo.ros, fur fei fynde 

f^re no clninlos to lo-tton horn. Also tho cyteo of Cayre 
is rij'lit gr(‘t t ninrt* huge fan fat of Laliyloyne tho lesse 
4 And it sytt aliouow toward tho dosert of Syryo a lytill 
a}>oue?i the ryuero ahonosey<l. In Egipt fere hen .ij. 
parties, The lieglite fat is toward Ethiopo -fc tlio lowoness 
fat is towardes Arahyo. In Egypt is the loud of 
8 lianiassos -t the lond of Gessen. Egipt is a strong 
contreo for it hath many schrewede hauenes bo cause 
of the grete Roches fat he7^ stronge and danngerouse 
to passe by. And at Egipt toward the Eat is the rede 
12 see fat duretli vnto the cytee of Coston t toward the 
west is the cytee of lyhye fat is a fuH drye lond t lityH 
of friiyt, for it is oner moclie plentee of hete And fat 
lond is dept Fnsth. And toward the partie meridionaH 
16 is Ethiope t toward the north is tho desert fat duretli 
vnto Syiye t so is tho controe strong on aR aydes. And 
it is wol a .XV. ionrneyos of lengthe -t more fan two 
so moche of desert -t it is hut .ij. iournees of largeness. 
20 And hetwene Egipt t Nnbye it hath wel a .xij. iournees 
of desert And men of Nubye ben cristen hut fei hew 
blake as the Mowres for gret hete of the soTine. ^ In 
Egipt fere hen .v. prouynces, fat on hight Sahyth fat 
24 other hight Demeseer another Resich, fat is an He in 
ITylb, Another Alisandrb -t another the lond of Damyetb. 
Jjat citee was wont to he right strong but it was twyes 
wownen of the cristene men And ferfore after fat the 
28 sarazines heten down the walles And with the walles -t 
the toures f erof the sarazaines maden another cytee more 
fer from the see t clepeden it the newe Damyete, So fat 
now no maw duelleth at the rathore touw of Damyete. 
32 At fat cytee of Damyete is on of the hauenes of Egypt 
t at Alisandre is fat other fat is a full: strong cytee, But 
fere is no water to drynke, but ^if it come he condyt from 
Nyle fat entreth in to here cistemes, And who so stopped 
36 fat water .from hem, fei myghte not endure fere. In 
Egypt fere hen hut fewe Forcelettes or castelles he cause 
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j?at tbo Con tree is so strong of Inwisolf. Nota of a 
MEiiCEYLE. At the desertos of Egypte was a wortlli ma?i 
pat was an holy lioremyte -fc p^n'e inetie witA lii/?i a Monstro 
pat is to seyne a nionstre is a ping diilbrnied a^on kynde ^ 
hotlie of nia>? or of he.st or of oiiy ping elles i fat is clepe<l 
a jMonstro. And this nionstri.* pat iinitii \\i\h this holy 
}ir'rem}te was as it haddo lio/i a injin Jat liadilo .ij. honits 
tieiiohfint on his forlunh* t ho haildo a hody Ivk a nia??, ^ 
vnto pc navok* ^ And honotho ho hiddo tiio body lyeli a 
godt t tlic bcnMnyto askml bi /?2 wbsit bo was. And t.bo 
nionstre nnsworde him t soydo bo was a dcilly creature 
sinili as god Inidde farmed -t diiollod in po do.scrtos in ^2 
jairobacynge bis snstyiianc-c, t iMsuiigbic the Inavinyto 
pat be wolde preyo gud For bi/>t liio wbicbe pnt cam frt>m 
bttuoiie for to sfiinoi aH iiiaukynde i was burn of a nuiydon 
■fc siilYred passionii t doth ns woo wol knowt??, bo whom 16 
wee lyiiow. t ben. And ^it is tlio bedo wiih tln' .ij boriies 
of pat inonstro at Alisfimlre for a uirnieylo. In Egipt 
is the citee of Elyople pat is to seyne tbo c} toe of tie* sonno. 

Tn pat cyteo pere is a teniplo made round after tbo scbnpp 2u 
of the temple of len^salcm. The prestos of fat tomplo ban 
all bi*rc wrytynges vinW the d.ate of the foul pat is dept 
Fenix t pere is non but on in aii tb(i world And be coinetb 
to brewne himself vpoii the awtere of ]>at toinjilo at the ende 24 
of .V. hundred ^eer for so longe be lyuetb. And at the 
.VC. 3 ere.s ende the prestos arrayon here awtere lionestly 
and putten pere vpoii sjiicos t sulphur vif -fc oper tbinges 
pat wolew breiiiien lightly And pan the brid Fenix 28 
coinetb l brenneili himself to askes. Ainl the first day 
next after men fynden in the askes a worm And the 
seconde day next after men fynden a brid ‘piyk i parfyt 
And the thrid<le day next after be fleeth bis wey And 32 
so pere is no mo brnldes of pat - kynde in all tlie woidd 
but it allone t treiily pat is a gret myraele of god. And 
me?i may w’el lykne pat bryd vnto god be cause pat pere 
nys no god but on And also pat oure lord aroos from 36 
doth to lyue tlxe tliridile day. This bryd men seen often 
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tyine flecn in po coiitrees And he is not meclieles more 
pan an Egle And he hath a crest of fedres vpon his hed 
more gret fan the poocok hath t his nekke is 3alow after 
4 cohnir of an OrieH: fafe is a sion wel schynynge. And 
his bak is coloured blew as ynde And his wenge,<? boB 
of jmrpre colour And the tayH is 3elow t red, castynge 
his tayH nyn in travurs. And he is a fuH fair brid to 
8 loken vpon ti3<mst tlie sonne, for he schyneth full glori- 
ously t nobely. Also in Egipt he-R gardynes fot han 
tro<‘S i herbes fe whiche here?i friiies .vij. tymes in the 
3et!r And in fnt loud ine?i fynden inanye fayre Eineraudes 
12 l ynowii And perf<»re fei hen fere grettere cheep. Also 
whan it reynetli ones in the sonier in the loud of Egipt 
faiine is aH the conireo fuH of grete niyzs. Also at Cayre 
fat r spak of before selleii men coinou?dy bo tlie men t 
16 worn men of other lawe as we don here bestes in the markat. 
And fere is a coinou>i hows in fat cytee fat is aH fuH of 
sniale furneys -t thider brynge^i wowimen of tlie touB here 
eyrtui of liennes of gees t of dokes for to be?i })ut into 
20 f o f< n-noyses And f ei fat kepeii fat hows coueren hewi 
wiiJi hete of hors dong WithouteB lionne goos or doke 
or ony ofer foul. And at the ende ^ of .iij. wokes or of a 
inoutd.h foi cuinen a3en t taken liere chiken(‘S -t norissche^ 
24 he?n t brynge>i h<‘ni forth so fat aH the coiitrce is fuH of 
hem. And so ino;i don fere hothe wdiiter -t sonier. Also 
in fat contree -t in ofere also mew fynde?^ longe Apples to 
selle in hire eesouw t men clepen hem Apples of Paradys 
28 -fc fei ben right swete -fc of gode sanoiir And fogli 306 
kntte hem in neuer so many gohettes or parties ouer- 
thwart or endloiiges eueremore 300 sehull fynden in the 
mj^ddcs the figure of the holy cros of oure lord Ihesu 
32 But fei wil rotijii w^t7n‘Il .viij. dayes And for fat cause 
men may not carye of fo apples to no fer contrees. Of 
hem mew fynden the moimtance of an hundred in a 
bascat to selle t fei haw greto leues of a fote -t an half 
36 of lengthe -fc fei bew couenably large. And mew fynden 
fere also the appuH tree of Adam fat ban a byte at on 


It is yellow, 
blue and 
pill pie. 


Seven crops 
m a ytjar. 
Emeralds 


Mice 

The slu\ e- 
iiiaiket. 


The inoiiha- 
tois 


P fol 22 ft] 


Api>lea of 
Paradise. 


Adam’s 

apples. 
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[rn. vir. E(n’PT. ealu, the PYfiAMn>5<,] 


FiKS of 
Phntaol). 

Tli(‘ field 
wheie builm 
glows. 


Wells nndo 
hy tile 
IllllUlt 
Chi 1st 


[1 fol. ;12 


Balm w ill 
glow 
nowhere 
eli>e. 


The bouglia 
should lint 
be ( ut with 
iron. 

Sfiraccn 
names for 
the wood 
the fruit, 
and the 
gum 


Only Chris- 
tians enn 
grow halm. 

It is said to 
grow m 
India 
Major. 


It is anphis- 
tieated in 
varhms 
ways. 


of tli(‘ Aiul ro filso Fi'^i tioo?, J'f/t Ind’o// no 

loves liiit fypos vjion ilio sinalo lii'aniivlio^ -fc mo?? clt'po?? 
hoi/t of PiiAiioox, Alfjo liofjyilo ('ayiil wit/odita?? 

cyioo is ilio whore T»aw’mo Ami it *1 

coini'ih out on .-nial** trovf? ft/t hcvi! iioj? liyore fan to a 

mahiios ]>rook -t foi soinoji as wmh* f^t is of the 

w’yLle Tyno. And in fat hdil 1 m‘>/ .vij. \v<*lIos fat oure 
lord llie^u crist inn»le wixli on of his foot whan he wenlo 8 
to pleyen wixli ofer children. JXit f<‘ld is not so Avel 
closed hut fat men may entron at here owiie list, Eut 

in fat cesonn fat the ^ hnw'me is gi^owyii"** men pnt 

fere to gode- kepynge fat no iiian(^) dar hen hardy to 12 

(Mitre. This bawine growetli in no place hut only fei’f? 

And foiigh fat men hryngeii of fe planntes for to planten 
in ofer contrecs fei grow'en wol t fnyre hnt ftd hryngen 
forth no fructuoiis thing, -t the. leves rif hawine lie faHft 16 
nought. And men kutten the ]>rannches \vft7^ a scharp 

flyntston or v^ith a scharp hon 'vvhanne men wil go to 

kutte he?n, For who so kntte hem wft/i jren it wolde 
destroye his vertue t his nature. And the sarazines 20 
clepen the wode Enochbalse, And the frnyt the whiche 
fiit is as qnyhyhes fei clepen Abebissam And the lycoiir 
fat droppeth fro the hraunches fei clepen Guyhalse. 
And men maken aH veys fat hawnio to hen tyled of the 24 
cristen men or elles it wolde not fructyfye As the Sara- 
zins seyn hemsclf for it hatli ben oftentymo pmied. 
Men seyn also fat the bawme growetli in ynde the more 
in fat desert wdiere Alysaiindre spak to the trees of the 28 
sonne + of the mone But I haue not seen it For I hane 
not hen so fer abouen vpivard liecanse fat fere ben to 
many nerilouso passages. And w^yte 300 wel fat a man 
oughte to take gode kepe for to bye baivme but 3 if be 32 
cone knowe it riglit w’el, for he may right lyghtly ben 
disceyued For men sellen a gommo fat men clepen 
Tnrbentyne in stedo of bawme And ft*' putten fereto a, 
litiH bawine for to ^ouen gode odour And siunine putt(‘n 36 
(^) entre, ^IS. 
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vviix 111 oyie of tluj * wode of the fmyt of hawnie -fc soyn 
fat it is hawme And siuiiiiie destyileii elowes of ,c»y]ofro 
•t of spykenard of Spayiie -t of ofere spices fat Ijum 
4vei siuellyiige t the lykou>‘ fat goth out fe/*uf fei 
dope it hawme And f us Ijoi many grete lordci* t ofere 
disceyued And fei wene^i- fat fei haa hawme -t fei haiie iion. 
ITor the Sarazines count/’efeteM it hesotyltee of craft for to 
8 disceyuoi the cristeiie me>i as I haue seen fuH many a 
tyme. And after he>;i tlie marchauntes t the Apotecaries 
erniutrefeten it eftsones -t fanne it is lasse worth t a gret 
del worse. l>iit 3if it l^^ke 9011 I schali scliewe how 300 
12 schuH knowG t p/'cue to the endc fat 300 scliull not Lom 
disceyued. First 300 schiiif wel knowe fab the iiatiireH 
hawme is full deer t of cytryne colour -fc strongly 
smellyuge. And 3if it he tliikke or reed or hlak it is 
16 iSophisticate fat is to styne contrefeted t made lyke it 
for disceyt. And vndersL(»iidet]i fat 3!! 300 wil putte a 
lityll hawme in tlie pawme of 3(mre hond a3eu the sonne, 
3if it he fyn t gode 300 no schuii not sutfre 30ure hand 
20 a3cnst tlio he to of the sonne. Also taketh a lytill hawme 
wit/i the poyut of a kiiyf t touche it to the fuyr i 3!! it 
brenne it is a gode signe. After take also a dropo of 
hawme i put it into a dissch or in a eu[)pe wit/i mylk of 
24 a goot And 3if it ])e natureli hawme ano>i it wolo take -fc 
heclii)pe the mylk. Or put a dropo of hawme in clere 
water in a eupjpe of syluer or in a clere hacyu t store it 
wel wit/i the dcre water And 3if fat the -hawme he 
28 fyn t of his owne kynde the water schaH ueuere trouble, 
And 3if the ])awme he sophisticat fat is to seyne 
countrefeted the water schall heco[iu]e anon trouble. 
And also 3if the hawme he fyn it schall fallc to the 
32 hotiiie of the vesself as fougli it were quyk syluor, For 
the fyn hawiiic is more heuy twyes fan is the hawme fat 
is sophisticat -t couidrefet(*iL Now 1 haue spoken of 
hawme -t now also I schall s];)eke of^ another thing fat is 
36 he3onde Bahyloyne aljoiie the Flode of Nih toward the 
1 . 30 , hucone, C. 


TurptiJitine, 
WDod of the 
balm-tree, 
cloves and 
spikenard 
are used as 
substitutes. 

[I fol. 23 a] 


Saracens, 
iiiei chants 
and apo- 
thecaries 
adultciate 
it. 


Genuine 
balm IS 
yellow and 
light. 


It burns m 
the sun ari<l 
in hre, 


and curdles 
goat’s milk. 


L- fol. 23 h] 

It does not 
make clear 
water 
turbid. 


MANBEVILLE. 


li 
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The Pyra- 
mids, or 
Garners of 
Joseph, 
where corn 
was kept in 
trines ot 
dearth. 


They are not 

sepulchral 

monuments, 

[1 fol. 24 a] 


for then 
they would 
neither be 
hollow, hot 
have any 
gates. 


The 

Egyptian 

alphabet. 


Ch. VIII. 
[fol. 24 6] 


More routes 

towards 

Egypt. 


[cH. VII. EfJVPr, liALM, THE PVRVMIUy.] 

df>tirt b«.‘twoiip Aiirilr t ftifc is to seyii*^ of tlie 

Genid/’cs r»f Jo.sepli pat, Iiii loet miik(3 for to kepe the 
greynes fur the ]K^nle uf t-lio dere ^en^s. And fei hen 
made of ston full wel made uf ^Masounes craft Of the wliiche 4 
.ij. hen in^'nieylou.^o grete i liye And the topere ne beit 
not so grete. And eiiery Gerner hath a ^nte for to entre 
wit/ijime A lytiH hygh froHi the ertho For the lond is 
-wasted -l falle/t sitho the Gern^res were made. And 8 
wit^jnne fei ]>eii all full of s£:j-j,<3Hfces And a]»oue?i the 
Gerneres vit/iuiiteH hen many scriptures of dyuerse 
laiigages. And sin/niien scyn fei hen sepultures of 
grete lordes jrat were/? souihme lait ptii is not trewe For 12 
all the comoiai lyujou/ t speelie is of all the jieple ^ J?ere 
bothe fer -t neve pat fei Lei? the Garnc’/’es of Joseph And 
so fynden Jjei in here scriptures t in here cronycles. On 
pat oper pG/tie, ^if foi wereu sepiiltuivs fei scholrleii not 16 
ben voyd w/t/ijnue Xe jjei scholde bane no 3 ates for to 
entre wit/^jiine. Fur ;ee may wel knowe fat tombes t 
sepultures iie beii not made of such gretness ne of sucho 
highness, Wherfure it is not to beleiie fat fei ben tombes 20 
or sepultures. In Egypt also fere beoi dyiievse langages 
■fc dyiierse le^/res -t of ofer mane/’e coiidicfo?ai fan fere 
ben in ofer partes As I schall deuyse ^ou suclie as fei 
ben And the names how thei clepen lieiw, To such entent 24 
fat jee inowe knowe the difference of he/H t of othere. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE YLE OF OEGYLE ; OF THE \YEYE FRO 
BABYLOYXE TO THE MOWXT «YXAY; OF 
THE CHIECHE OF SEYXTE KATERYXE, AXD 
OF ALLE THE MERUAYLLES J>ERE. 


N OW wil I retourne a 3 en or I precede ony fertliere for 
to declare ^on the othere weyes fat di-aweii tuwardes 
Babilojme where the Soudan hi?? 2 self duelleth fat is at 28 
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tliM {‘iitieo of for aLs uioclie as many folk goii 

yn\er lirst t after ]j«t to the laownt Synay t after re- 
touruen to feri/iv^lem, As I liaiio seycl 3011 here hefoni. 
4 Por fei fulfilleii lirst tlic iiioro loiige i)ilgiyiiiage t after 
retou/’iiuM a3(*n ho the nexte weyes because pat the more 
iiy ^\’oyo is the more worthi t pat is lerwsalem, Por uo» 
other pilgrymage is not lyk in comparsoxoi to it. But 
8 for to fiiHiiho here i»ilgryiuages more esily -t more sykerly 
men gon lirbt tlie longer ■\veye ratliere fan the nereie 
weye. But wlioso wil go to Bahyloyne he another xveye 
more schort fro?>i fe contrees of the west fat I haue 
12 rehercerl before or from ofer contrees next fro hewi, fan 
men gon by Prauiice be Burgoyne t be Lombardye. It 
nedeth not to telle 30U the names of the cytees ne of 
tile townes pat hen in fat weye For the weye is comoun 
16 -t it is knowen of many nacyouns. And fere hen manye 
haveiies [where] fat men taken the see. Sunane men taken 
the see at ^ Gene, Sownne at Y enyse -fc passen he the see 
Adryatyk fat is dept the Goulf of Yenyse, fat departeth 
20 ytaylle -t Grece on fat syde. And so?nme gon to Naples 
sonnue to Itoiiie -t from Eome to Brandys -t fere fei 
taken the see t in many othere jdaces where pat hauenes 
ben. And men gon he Tussye he Champayne he Oalabre 
24 be Ai^piiille t he the hilles of ytaylle he Choriscie he 
SarJync t he Oyciie fat is a gret lie -fc a gode. In fat 
He of Cycile fer is a maner of a gardyn in the whiche 


Many 

inl^iiins go 
theie and to 
Sinai before 
turning to 
Jerusalem. 


Fruiii the 
West, 
Northein 
Italy IS first 
leached. 


Genoa, 

Vemce. 

[1 fol. 25 a\ 

Na[»les 

Bnndisi, 


Tuscany, 

Campania, 

Apulia. 

Corsica, 

Sardinia. 

Sicily and 
its garden. 


be?4 many dyuerse frutes And the «»gardyn is ahveys 
28 grene -t fiorisshing, aB the eesonns of the 3eer als wel 
in winter as in somer. jPat He holt in comjjas aboute 
.ccc i 1. frensclie inyles And betwene Oyciie t Itaylle 
fere is not hut a lytifi arm of the see fat me?i clepen 
32 the Parde of Mescyne And Cycile is betAveiie the see straits of 

Messina. 

Adryatyk i the see of lombardye, And fro Cycile in 
to Calahre is hut .viij. inyles of lombardye. And in 
Cycile fere is a manere of serjpente^ he the whiche men 
36 assaye?^ t preuc;t whefer here children hen hastardes or The serpents 
none or of lawefull manage, For aif fei he?i born in right legitimac^of 

childien. 
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Etna and 
the vol- 
canoes. 


[I fol. 25 63 


Pisa. 

Corfu, 

Valona, 

Darazzo. 


Alexandria, 
the scene of 
St. Cath- 
erine's and 
of St. Mark’s 
martyrdom. 

fol. 26 aj 

Pictures 
white- 
washed by 
Saracens. 


[<;n. vrri. prom italv to Alexandria.] 

mariugo the fc?e>*])Bufces goii alioute he//i t dou liewi non 
lianii And 3 if }jei Lgr Injrii in avowtrie the serpentes 
hyte^i he//t t enveiiyine liuwt t thus nianye wedded me?i 
pi’eneR the chihlreii he/t here uwne. Also in fat He 
is the Mount Ethua fat ine>6 clopen Mount GybeH ^ -fc the 
wlcaiies fat ben euereiuore brennynge. And fere be?i 
.vij. places fat brennen -t fat casteu out dyuerse fia wines 
and dyuerse colour And be tlie cbamigyiige of fo iiawines S 
ineR of fat contree knowew wlianne it scliatt be derthe or 
gotle tynie or cold or hoot or moyst or drye or in all 
othere nianere how the tyme schall be goiierned. And 
frowi Ttaille vnto the wicaiies nys but .xxv. myle And 12 
men. seyn fat the wlcanes beii weyes of helle. Also 
whoso goth be Pyse ^if fat ine/t list to go fab weye fere 
is an arm of the see where fat men gon to of ere haueiies 
in fo marches And fau mew passeii Ije the He of Greef 16 
fat is at Gene And after arryueth men in Grboe at the 
hauene of the cytee of Myrok or iit the haueiie of Valune 
or at the cytee of Dnras, t fere is a Duk at Duras, or at 
ofere haueues in fo marches t so me?6 gon to Oustanty- 20 
noble. And after gon men be watre to the He of Crete -t 
to the He of Koiles t so to Cypre -t so to Venyse t fro 
fens to Costautynoble, to holde the more right weye he 

■t C XV 

see it is wel a .m viij t iiij. score myle of loinhardye. 24 
And after frowi Gipre men gon be sue -t leven lerz^ealein i 
aH fat contre on the left bond vnto Egypt t arryneR at 
the cytee of Damyete fat was wont to ben fuH strong -t 
it sytt at the entree of Egypt. And fro Damyete gon 28 
mew to the Cytee of Alizandre fat sytt also vpon the see. 

In fat cytee was seynte kateryne beheded And fere was 
seynt ^ Mark the Euuaugelist martyred i buryed, But the 
Emperour Leoun made his bones to be?6 brought to 32 
Venyse. Ajul ^it fere is at Alizandre a faire chirche 
bM white wi'tAoutew i)oyntux*e and so ben all the othere 
chirches fat wereii of the cristene meR aH white witA- 
jnne, For the Paynemes -t the Sarrazynes inaden he??6 36 
white for to fordoii the ymages of seyntes fat were?i 
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Levnted on the walles. bat cyiee of Alizandre is wel Extent of 

^ ti Aloxan<L’ia. 

.XXX. fnrlonges in lengthe but it is but .x. on largeness 
And it is a full noble cytee t a fayr. At fat cytee 
4 entretli the ryuere of IlTyle in to the see as I to 3011 haue 
seyd before. In fat ryuere men fynden many precyouse 
stones t mecho also of lignum aloes And it is a manere Lignum 
of wode fat cometli out of paradys terrestre the whiclie 
8 is good for nianyo djwerse medicynes And it [is] right 
dereworth. And from Alizandre men gon to Ilabjdoyne Babyirm 

the Ijess. 

where the Soudan dwelleth fat sytt also vpon tlie ryuere 
of ISTyle, And this weye is most schort for to go streyght 
12 vnto Bahiloyne. 


OF THE THAT GOTH FBOM BABI- ch. ix 

LOYNE, YHTO THE MOWHT SYNAY, i OF 
THE ]\riJi2UEYLES ]?EEE. 

N OY"" schall I seye 30U also the weye fat goth fro 

Bahiloyne to the Mount of Synay where seynte To^Mount 
kateryne lyth. He moste passe bo the dosertes of Arabye 
1 6 Be the whiche desertes IMoyses ladde the peple of Israel 

And fanne passe mew be the welle fat Moyses made witft mosos made 
his ho?zd in f 0 desertes whan the peple grucched for fei 
fowndew northing to drynke. And fan passe mew be pfoi, 26&] 
20 the welle of Marach of the whiche the water was first well of 
byttcr But the children of Israel piittew ferejnne a tree 
t anon the water was swete i gode for to drynke. And 
fawne gon meji be desert vnto the vale of Elyn In the Biim. 

24 whi(5he vale hew .xij. welles And fere bew .Ixxij. trees 
of palme fat bere?i the dates The w'hiche Moyses fond 
w^tA the children of Israel, And fro fat valeye is hut a 
gode iourneye to the Mount of Synay, And whoso wil 
28 go he another wt*ye fro Bahiloyne fan me goth he the 

Eode see fat is an arm of the see Occean. And fere The Red 
passed Moyses with the children of Israel oiierthwart 
the see all drye, Y^haii Pliarao the kyiig of Egypt chaced 
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The ftaiid 
IS red. 


Hursps can- 
not be used, 
but only 
camels. 


[1 fol. 27 a] 

From Baby- 
lon the Less 
to Sinai is a 
twelve days* 
journey. 


Interpreters 
act as 
guides. 


Origin of tlie 
name Sinai. 


The 

Convent. 


St. Cath- 
erine’s 
Chuu'h. 


[Cir. IX. Fr.OM CATKO TO STXAI.] 

hem, And fori soe is wt‘l a .v j. inylt* of lavi'tnioss in longtlie. 
And ill Ipat seii was Pliarao drowiiiHl t all his boost f^t he 
ladde. j)at see is not more reed fan anotht‘r see hut in 
s[o]me place fercof is the gniueH reeil Ami fm’fore men 4 
clepeii it the rede see. J?at see reiinetli to the endcs of 
Arahye i of Palestyne, fat see lastcth more fan .iiij. 
iourneyes And fan goii nie?i be desert vnto the vale 
of Elyn And fro ff*iis to the mount of Synay. And 8 
^ee may wel vmlirstonde fat he ihis desert no man may 
go (»u hoTshak hecaiis(3 fat fere iiys noufer mete for hors 
no water to drynke And for fat cause men passen fat 
desert wit/i Caim^ii, For the Camay He fyiit allwey mete on 12 
trees -fc on husshes fat he fedeth hi?n W2t/i And he may 
wel faste fro drynk. ij. ^daye.s or .iij. And fat may no?i 
hors don. And wyte well fat from Pahyloyne to the 
Blount Synay is well a .xij. gode iourneyes And sum men 16 
niakeii hewi more And sum men hasten hem t peynen 
hem i ferefore fei maken liein lesse, And all weys fynden 
me?i latymer(3S to go witA hem in the contrees i forth ere 
bejondc into tynie fat men oo?nio the langagc. And it 20 
hehoueth me?i to here vitaiH witA hem fat schall duren 
he?n ill fo dosertes -t ofer necessarif's for to lyiie by. And 
the Mount of Synay is dept the desert of Syne fat is for 
to seyne the hussch hrennyiige Because fat ]\royses sawgh 24 
oiire lord god many tymes in forme of fiiyr lirennynge 
vpon fat hiH And also in a bnsscli hrennyiige t spak to 
him And fat was at the foot of the hill. There is an 
Ahbeye of Monkes wel bylded t wel closed w 2 tA ^ates of 28 
Iren for drede of the wylde hesies. And the monkes 
hen AiTabyenes or nie?i of Grece t fere [is] a gret couent 
And all fei hew as heremytes i fei driiiken no wyn hut 
3 if it he on principal festes And fei hen fuii deuoute 32 
men -t lyuen porely i sympely wztA joutes t wziA dates 
And fei don gret abstyneiice -fc penauuc(\ f)ere is the 
chirche of seynte kateryne iii the wliiche hen maiiye 
lam[>es breimyiige For fei ban of oyle of Olyue ynow 36 
1. 4, same. 0. 
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botlie for to l)re?ine in here lampes t to ete also And fat 

identee hauo fei be the inyracle of god For the ravenes 

t the crowes t tlie clioughes t oper foules ^ of the contree P foi. 27 53 

4 assemhlen hem fere euery 3001* ones -t fieen fider as in 

pilffrvuaicre And euerych of he?}^ bryngeth a braunche of The birds 
^ J o j , . bring twigs 

the Bayes or of Olyue in here bekes m stede of ofFryng i 

leuen he»i fere, of the whiclie the monkes maken gret i^iakmgoii. 

8 ]>lentee of oyle t this is a gret meruaylle. And sith fat 

follies fat lui'ii no kyndely wytt ne reson?i gon thider to 

seche fat glorinu.se virgyne ’vvel more oughten men fan to 

seehe hire -fc to worschipen hire. Also beliynde the awtier 

12 of bat chirehe is the place wliore IMoyses saugh onre lord The spot 
* where the 

god in a brennynge busscli And whamie the monkes 

eni.ren in to fat place fei don of bothe boson b schoon appeared, 

or I'jotes ahveys, Bi^ cause fat oure lord seyde to Moyses : 

16 do of tbin hosen i tbi schon for the place fat foil stondest 

on is lond holy t blessed. And the monkes clepen fat 

place DozoLEEfj fat is to seyiio the scliadew of god. And 

besyde the high awtier .iij. degrees of heighte is the fertre 

20 of Alabastre where the bones of seynt Kateryne lyan And The sarco* 

^ pliagus of 

the prelate of the monkes scheweth the relykes to the st catii- 

pilgrymes And with an Instrument of syluer ho froteth 

the bonss -t famine fer goth out a lytyH oyle as fongli it 

24 were a maner swetynge fat is nouthor lych to oyle ne to 

bawme but it is full swete of smelL And of fat fei 

3euo5i a lytill to the pilgrymes, for fere goth out but lityll 

qwantitee of fat likour. And after fat fei schewen the 

28 heed ^ of seynte kateryne t the cloth fat sche was wrapped The Saint’s 
. . „ head. 

]nne fat is 3it all Idody, And in fat same cloth so [3foi.28a] 
y wrapped the aungeles heron hire body to the mount Synay 
t fere fei biiryed liiro with it. And f anne fei schewen 
32 the bussch fat brenned t wasted nought in the whiche 
onre lord spak to Moyses t of ere relikes ynowo. Also 
whan the prelate of the abbeyo is ded I hauo vnilirstondew 
be informacibn^i fat bis lampe qiienclieth And whan fei 
36 chesen anofer prelate 3if lie be a godo ma^i t worthi to be 
prelate his lampe schal liglite witA the grace of god with- 
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[cH. rx. Fp.oM r\nto yn siXAi.] 

ioiH*lnnoe of ony iiijiii. For eiip/ycli of liem hatli a 
iaiupo bo And bo Iiltc laiii[»os pei knuwen wel 

wliaii ony * 4 he;// scliali dye. F<jr whan ony schall dye 
the lyglit begyniieth to cliaiiz/ge t to wexe dym And jif 4 
he 1)0 olioseii to be// p/*elate t is not wortlii his lampe 
ipiencheth aiiu/?. And other ineii luni told me pat he pat 
syngeth the masse for the jbxlate pat is ded he schall 
fynde vpoii the awtier the name writte// id hiw pat schall 8 
be// p/xlato chosen. And so vpo//- a day I asked of the 
nionkes hotlie on -t oper how this Ix-foll, But pei wolde 
not teH me no thing Into the tyme pat I seyde pat pei 
scholde not hydc tlie g/-ace pat god did lie/// but pat pei 12 
sclioldo publissclio it to inukc the peplo to haue the more 
deiiociou/i And pat ])ei dideii sy/?ne to hide goddes 
myraele as me seined, For the myracles pat god hath don 
and ^it ^doth en^?ry day ben the wytm^sse of his inyghl -t of 16 
Ill's in^nieylles as da?a‘<l seyth in tlie psaultere : Mirabjlia. 
TESTiMONiA TLTA DOif/NE, pat is to scyne ; Lord thi 
mmieyles hen pi wytness. And pa/iiie pei tolde me 
bothe on and oper bow it Ijefell full many a tyme, P>at 20 
more I myghte not bane of lie?//. In pat al/beye ne 
entreth not no flye no todes ne ewtes no such foul 
yeiiy mouse bestes ni‘ lyzs ixe flees l>e po myraele of god 
t of oure lady. For pero wore wont to be/? many siiclie 24 
inane/*e of tiltlies pat the nioiikes we^e/^ in wiH to leve the 
place -t the al/beye Aaid were/i gon fro thens vpon the 
moiuitayne aboue/i for to esebewo pat i)]ace. And onre 
lady cam to he//? t bad lie/// turne// a^en And from pens 28 
forewanW entred sucb fllthe in pat place amonges 

lie/?? jSTe nonero scliall entre liere after. Also before the 
^ate is the welle whore Moyses smut the ston of the 
wliiche the water cam out plontevoiisly. Fro pat abbeye 32 
men gon vp the mountayne of iMoyses lx* many degrees t 
pe/’o mio? fynden first a ehirclie of oure lady where pat 
sche metti*, the monkes whan pei lleddeii awey for the 
^e/•n]yn aboneseyd. And more bigli vpon pat mountayne 36 
is thi^ Cliapell of litdye the prophHe And pat place pei 
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[PH. IX. FROM CAIRO TO SIXAI.] 
clepen Orel), wlioreof holy wrifct speketh : Et ambplauit 

IN FORTITUDINE CTBI ILLIUS VSqUE AD MONTEM DEI OeEB, 
Jjafe is to 1 seyiie : And lie wente in strengthe of fat mete 
4 vuto the hill of god Oreh. And pere nygh is the vyne 
pat sejnt lohn the Euua^igelist planted fat nie^i clepen 
Reisins of Staphis. iVnd a lytill abonew is the Chapell of 
iMoyses i the roche where Moyses fleygh to for drede 
8 whan he aaiigh oure lord face to face, And in fat roche is 
prnited the forme of his body For he smot so strongly t 
so harde hiwi self in fat roche fat all his body was dolueE' 
wit/ijnne forgh the niyracle of god. And fere besyde is 
12 the place where oure lord toke to Moyses the .x. com- 
mandementes of the lawe. And fere is the cane vnder 
th(j roche where Moyses duelte whan he fasted .xl. dayes 
■t .xl. nygh tee But he dyode in the lond of promissioiiw, 
10 Bat noma? 2 - knowiith where he was buryed. And fro??i 
fat moiuitayiie mo.n passen a gret valeye for to gou to 
ano])er mowntayii whore seynt Kateryrio was buryed of 
the Aungeles of oure. lord. And in fat valeye is a 
20 chirche of .xl. martyros -t fere singen the monkes of the 
abbey es often tyme And fat valeye is right cold. And 
after me^ gon vp the luountayne of seynt Kateryiie fat is 
more high fan the inouwt of Moyses And fere where 
24 seynt Kateryne was buryed is nouther chirche ne chapell 
no other duellynge place, But fere is an heep of stones 
aboute the place where the body of hire was put of the 
Angeles, ^pero was wont to be9^ a chapell but it was 
28 castew down) -fc 3 it lygge?^ the stones fere And all be it fat 
the Collect of scynto kateryne seye fat it is the place 
where oure lord betaughte the .x. commandementes to 
Moyses t fere where the blessed virgyne seynte kateryne 
32 was buryed, fat is to vnderstonde in .o. con tree or in ,o. 
place berynge .o. name, For bothe fat on -t fat ofer is dept 
the mou?^t of Synay, But fere is a gret weye from fat on 
to fat ofer -b a gret deep valeye betwene he7W. 
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[CH. X. TJIE DESEBT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

OF THE DESERT DETWENE THE CHIRCHE 
OF SEYNTE KATi^;i2YIS"E t lER ; OF 

THE DRIE TL‘E, t HOW ROSES CAM FIRST 
IN ]?E WORLD. 

N OW after pat men lian visited po holy places paizne 
wil poi tiinien toward lurzfsalcin And pan wil pei 
lake leno of the monkgs -t rocoi>^menden he?/i to here 
preyeres, And pa;nie pei ^eueji the pilgriines of liere vitaylle 4 
for to passe with the desertes toward Surry e. And po 
descries dureii wel a .xiij. iourneyes. In pat desert 
diielleii manye of Arrahyenes pat niea elepen Bedoynes 
■fc Ascopardes. And pei hen folk full of aR eiivH con- 8 
dieiowns And pei haiie none houses hut tentes pat pei 
inaken of skylines of bestes as of Cainaylh*s t of oper 
bestes pat pci eten And pere benethe pei coiicheit liein t 
dwellea in place where pei may fyndeu water As on the 12 
Rede see or elleswliere, For in pat desert is full gret 
defaute of water ^And often tyme it Mletli pat where 
men fynden water at o tynie in a 2 )lace it fayleth anoper 
tyme And for that skyll pei make none ha&itacfou«s 16 
pere. Theise folk pat I speke of pei tylen not the loud 
ne pei lahoure nought for pei etea no bred hut jif it be 
ony pat dwolleii nygh a gode tou?i pat gon tinder -l eten 
bred sonityme And pei rosten here flesch -fc here lisscli 20 
vpon the bote stones a^eiist the so»me. And pei he^i 
stronge me^i t wel fyglitynge And pei'o is so meche 
nndtytiule of pat folk pat pci bea wit A oute^i noinbre 
And pei ne recchen of no thing no don not hut chace?i 24 
after bestes to eten lie ??2 And pei recchea no ping of here 
lif And perfore pei dowien not the Soudan ne now oper 
2 )rince, But pei dar wel werre wit/i liem ^if pei don ony 
thing pat is greuance to liem. And pei ban often tyme 28 
werre with the Soudan -t namely pat tyme pat I was 
wit^ him. And pei heren but o scheld i o spore with 
outew oper armes And pei wrap 2 >en here hedes t here 
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necko wlfc/i a gi*et f[ 2 tantyteG of while lymien cloth And 
])(*i l)t‘?i right feloiiouse -t foule -fc of cursed kynde. And 
whan ino;i passen this desert in comynge towanl lorii- 
4 Salem j)ei conical to Ilcrsahee pat was wont to ben a full 
fair town i a dely table of crisleiie men And ^it pere ben 
snnniie of hero chirches. In pat toiin dwelled Abraham 
the Patriark a lunge tyiiio. J?at tounof Bersabee founded 
8 Bersabee the wif of sire vrye the knyght on the whiche 
kyng I)ay/?d ^ gait Salomon the wyse pat was kyng after 
Dauid vpon the .xij. kynredes of leinisalein And regned 
.xl. ^eer. And fro pens gon men to the cytee of Ebron 
12 pat is the montanco of .ij. gode mylo And it was dept 
sonityme the vale of Mambree And sumtyme it was dept 
the vale of teres because pat Adam wepte pere an .c. ^eer 
for the doth of Abell his sono pat Cayni slowgh. Ebron 
16 was wont to ben the princypall cytee of the Pliilistyenes 
And pere diielledeii somtymo the Geauntz And pat cytee 
was also Sacerdotall pat is [to](^) seyno seyntuarie of the 
tnbe of luda. And it was so fro pat me?i resceyiied pere 
20 aB manero of fugityfes of oper places for here euyl dedes. 
In Ebron losue Caleph -t here comi)anye comen first to 
aspye?i how pei myglite wy?meii the loud of belieste. In 
El)ron regned first kyng Daiiid .vij. ^eer -t an lialf And in 
24 lerwsalem he regnede .xxxiij. ^eer t an half. And in 
Ebron ben aH the sepultures of the Patriarkes Adam 
Abraham ysaac -fc of lacob -t of here wyfes Eue Sarre 
i liebekke t of Lya the -whiche sepultures the Sarazines 
28 kepo?z full curyoiisly -t lian the place in gret reuerence 
for the holy fadres the Pafriarkes pat ly 3 n pere And pei 
su:ffre no cristene ma^j entre in to that place but ^if it be 
of specyali grace of the Soudan, For pei holden cristene 
32 men -t lewes as dogger And pei seyn pat pei sdiolde 
not entre into so holy place. And men clepen ^ pat place 
where pei ly 3 n double spelunke or double cave or double 
dydi for als nieche as pat on lyeth a]-)oiie pat other And 
36 the Sarazines depen pat place in here langage Karigarba 
(^) to iiussing ill MS. 
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[CH. X. THE DESEBT AXD BETHLEHEM.] 

jjat is to seyue the place of Vatriavkes And the lewes 
clepen fat place Arboth. And in fat same place was 
Ahraliames hous And fere he satt i saugh .iij. persones 
i worschipte hut on as holy writt seyth ; Tres yidit t 4 
VNUdr ABORAUiT, ftet is to seyne : he saugh .iij. -fc worschiped 
on. And of fo same resceyued Abraham the Aungeles 
in to his hous. And right faste by fat place is a cave in 
the roche where Adam t Eue duelleden whan f ei were?? 8 
putt out of paradyso t fe?'e goto? ftd liere children. And 
in fat same place was Adam formed t made, after fat 
mmmen seyn. For me?i wereji wont for to clepe fat 
place the feld of Damasce, be cause ))at it was in the 12 
lordschipe of Damask. And fro fens was he translated 
into paradys of delytes, as fei seyn. And after fat he 
was dryuen out of paradys ho was fere left. And the 
same day fat he was putt in j^aradys, the same day lie 16 
was putt out, For ano?i he syRiied. fere hegynneth the 
vale of Ehron fat diireth nygh to lerz^salem. There the 
Aimgell cowimauiided Adam fat ho scholde duelle w?d.A 
his wyf Eue, Of the whicho he gatt Seth, of whiche tribe 20 
fat is to soye kynrede Iliesu crist was horn. In fat 
valeye is a feld where me?? drawen out of the erthe a 
thing fat ine?i clepen Camhyll t fei ete it in stedo of 
spice ^ -t fei here it to selle. And nie?i may not make 24 
the hole ne the cave where it is taken out of the erthe 
so depe iie so wyde, but fat it is at the ^eres ende full 
a 3 en vp to the sydes, forgh the grace of god. And .ij. 
inyle from Ebron is the. graue of loth fat was Abrahaines 28 
hrofer fsone]. And a lytill fro Ebron is the mount of 
JMamhre, of the which the valeye taketh his name, And 
fere is a tree of Oke fat the Sarazines clepen Dirpe 
fat is of Ahraliames tyme, the whicile me?? clepen the 32 
drye tree. And fei seye fat it hath hen fere sitlie the 
hegynnynge of the worhl t was su??ityme grene i bare 
leiies vnto the tyme fat oure lord dyede on the cro.s 
And fa??ne it dryede t so dideii aH the trees fat wer<*?i 36 
» 1. 1, lew-wes, C, 
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fanne in the world [or dies fai failed in Jjaire liertes and 
become hoik* within, of whilk per er many 31 ! standaiid in 
diuerse placez of the world] (^) And su?>nne seyn be here 
4 prophecyes fat a lord, a Prince of the west syde of the world 
schall wynnen the lond of proiiiyssioiin fat is the holy lond 
vrith helpe of cristene me?i -b he schall do synge a masse 
vndir fat drye tree t fan the tree schall wexew grene’t 
8 here bothe fruyt 1 loves And furgh fat niyracle nianye 
Sara 3 ines i lewes schuh Lea turned to cristene feyth. 
And f«?rfure fei don gret worschipe fereto -t kepen it fuH 
besyly. And all be it so fat it be drye nathelcs 3 it he 
12 Ijeretli gret vcrtue for certeynly he fat hath a Jitill fere 
of vpon him it lieleth lii^n of the fallynge euyii, And 
his hors schaH: not boi afoundred -t manye ofer virtues 
it hath, Wherefore men ^ holdeii it full precyows. From 
16 Ebron men gon to Pethlem in half a day, for it is but 
.V. myle -t it is full fayre weye be pleynes t wodes full 
delectable. Bcthleem is a lityll cytee long -fc narwe -t 
wel walled t in eche syde enclosed ^Y^th gode dyches 
20 And it was wont to be/i doped Eftirata, as holy wrytt 
seyth : Ecce audiuim euj/ in eferata, fat is to seye : 
lo wee herde hi??t in elirata. And toward the est ende 
of the cytee is a full fair chirche and a graciouse t it 
24 hath many toures, pyiiacles i curneres full stroiige t 
curiously made And wiit/iin fat chirche hQ 7 i .xliiij. 
pyleres of marble grete t faire. And betwene the cytee 
^ fc the chirche is the feld Eloyidous, fat is to seync, the 
28 feld florissched. For als nioehe as a faire may den was 
blamed ^Yith wrong t sclaundred fat sche hadde don 
fornycac^ourt, For whiche cause sche was denied to the 
doth t to be brent in fat place, to the wliiclie sche was 
32 ladd. And as the fyre began to breniic aboute hire sche 
made hire preyeres to oure lord fat as wissely as sche 
was not gylty of fat sy?ine fat he wmldo hel]>e hire i 
make it to he knoweii to aH: me/fc of his mercyfull grace. 
06 And ^vhan sche hadde fus seyd sche entred in to the 
(^)iOinitted through homoiotel. Kestored partly from Eg* 
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[CK. X. THE DESERT AND BETllLEHEM.J 

fuyr Alul ano/i was tht^ tuyrc fc uute. And tluj 

broiides Jjat woreiA britimyiiy*,* iMujouuj??. red ruseres And 
tile ijrniide5 pai weren not kyiidled nor tend becomes 
wliite roseres full of rosi'.s. And firn.^c ^ weren tlie lirst 4 
Itoseres i Koses botlie white t rede, pcii enere ony man 
saiigli. And was pis luayden siiuimI be the gniee uf 
god And perfore is pat feld dept the ftddut god Horysscht, 
fur it was full of ro^es. Also besydt' the <pieer of the 8 
cliirclie at tlie right syde as me;/ comeM douuward .xvj. 
greees is tb<‘. place wliere uurc lord was Itoni, pat is full 
wel tlyght of marble -fc full richeiy peynted witA gold 
syliier azure t uper coluures. And .iij. paas besyde 12 
is the ciybbe of tlie ox -fc tlie asse. And besyde pat is 
the place where the sterre fell pat ladde the .iij. kyngcs 
Taspar Mcdchior -fc JJaltha/ar, But me/t of Grece clepen 
hewi pus : Galgalath Malgalath -fc Saraphie, Ami the lewes 16 
clepeu [hem] in this manerem Ehrew: Appelius Ambrrius 
• t Damasus. Theise .iij. kyiige.s ottredeii to cure lord guLl 
enseiice -t myrre And pei niettoH. to gedre purgh myracle of 
god, For pci nietten to gedre in a cytee in ynde pat men 20 
clepea Cassak pat is .liij. ionmeyes fro Bethtecni. And 
pei werea at Bethleeiii the .xiij. day And pat was the 
.iiij. day after pat pei haddeii seyii the sterre whan pei 
metteR in pat cytee, And p?{s pei were?? in .ix. dayes 24 
fro pat cytee at Betlileem -t pat was gret myracle. Also 
vnder the cloystre of the chirche be .xviij. degrees at the 
right syde is the charneH. uf the Innocentes where here 
bones ly 3 ii And before the place where oiire Ion I was 28 
born is the tombe of seynt ^lerome pat was a preest -fc a 
CardynaH pat translatede the bihle -fc the psaiiltore from 
Ebrew in lo latyn And wifhoute the inynstre is the 
chayere pat he satt in whan he translated it. And faste 32 
besyde pat chirche a .lx. fedme is a cliirche of seynt 
Nicholas where oure lady rested hire after sche was 
lyglited of oime lord And for as meche as vsclie had to 
meche niylk in hii*e pappes pat greued hire, schc mylked 36 
hem on the rede stones of marble so pat the traces may 
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jit sene iii tin* stones nR \v[li]yte.(‘) And 300 sclmH 
viidcrstonde j?at iitt fat dweller in Betldeem hen cristene 
men And fere hen faire vynes ahoute the, eytee t gret 
4 plentee of wyn fat tlie cristene men lain don let make 
Hut tlie ^araziiies ne tylon not no vynes ]ie fei 
drynken no ■\vyii. For here hokes of here lawe fat 
INrakomete ])etoke hem, wliiche fei clejie^i here Alkaron 
8 i sunnne clepcn it Mbsaph t in anofer langagc it is 
cleped Hakme And the same hoke forbedeth lioni to 
drinke wyn, For in fat hoke Macliomete cursed aH fo 
))at drynken, wyn i alle he?R fat selle?i it. For summen 
12 seye fat he slough ones an hereinyte in his dronkeness 
fat he loued ful ^vel And ferfore he cursed wyn t heni 
fat drynken it. But his curs be turned in to liis owne 
lied as holy writt seith : Et in VEiiTiOBM ipstus iniquitas 
16 EiL's DESCENDET, fat IS foi* to soye : his wykkedness 
schall turne -fc lalle in his owne heed. ^ And also the 
Sarazines bryngen forth no pigges nor fei eten no swynes 
flessch, for fei seye it is brother to man -t it was forboden 
20 be the olde lawe t fei holde[n]( 2 ) heni alle acursed fat eten 
fereof. Also in tlie lond of Palestyne t in the loud of 
Egypt fei eten but lytill or now of flessch of veel or of 
boef but he be so old fat he may noinore traiiayle for 
24 elde, for it is forliode And for because fei hauew but 
fewe of hem, ferfore fei norissche hewi for to ere here 
londes. In this cytee of Bethleeni was Da aid the kyng 
born And he liadde .lx. wyfes t the firste wyf highte 
28 Micliol And also ho hadde .ccc. lewmawnes. And fro 
Bethleeni vnto leiusahm nys but .ij. niyle And in the 
■weye to lerasalem half a myle fro Betlileem is a chii’che 
Avhere the aungel seyde to the schepperdes of the birthe 
32 of crist. And in fat weye is the tombe of KaclieU fat 
was losephes moder the pa^riarke. And sche dyede anon 
after fat sche was delynered of liii’e sone Beiiianiyn i 
fere sche was buryed of lacob hire liusbonde, And he 
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[CH. X. THE DESEET AND BETHLEHEM.] 

leeti setteya .xij. grete stones on hire iu tokeiiti j^at sclie 
had bom .xij. children, lii Jjat same weye Iialf mylo 
fro lerwsalem appered the sterre to the .iij. kynges, In 
pat M'eye also be/t inanye cliirches of cristeiie meii be the ^ 
whiche ineii gon towarde^ the cytee of lerusalem. 


OF THE PlLOmMAOES i:s^ lEliilASVlLiJM t OF 
THE HOLY PLACES Jp^iZALoWTE. 

A fter for to speke of lerimilem tlie holy cytee 300 

schuH viidirstonde pat it stunt full faire betweue 

hilles t ipere ben no ryueres lie welles but water coiueth 8 

be condyte from Ebron. And 300 schiift vnderstoude pat 

lerw^alem of olde tynie vnto the tyme of Melchisedech 

was <Ieped lebus, And after it was dept Salem vnto the 

tyme of kyng Dai^id pat putte theise .ij. names togidere t 12 

cleped it lebusalem And after pat kyng Salomon doped 

it lerosolomye And after pat me)i doped it lerusalem t 

so it is cleped 3 !!. And abunte lerasaleni is the kyngdom 

of Surry e And pere besyde is the loud of Palestyne And 16 

besyde it is Ascolone And besyde pat is the lond of 

Maritame. But lerasalein is in the lond of ludee, And 

it is dept lude for pat Iiidas Machalieus was kyng of 

pat contree And it marcheth Estivard to the kyngdom 20 

of Arabye, on the south syde to the lond of Egipt t on 

the west syde to the grete see, On the north syde 

toward the kyngdom of Surrye t to the see of Cypre. In 

leimalem 'was wont to be a Patriark -t Erchebysschoi>pes 24 

t Bisschoppes abouteji in the contree. AbowtoA lerii- 

salem be?i peise cytees ; Ebron at .vij. niyle, lerico at .vj. 

myle, Bersabee at .viij myle, Ascalon at .xvij. myle, laif at 

.xvj, myle, Eamatha at .iij. myle And Betliteem at .ij. 28 

myle. And a .ij. myle from Betliteem toAvard the south 

is the chirche of seynt karitot pat was Abbot pere For 

1 5, men, repeatod in C. 

1. 22, to, repeated in C. 



[CIL XI. JERUSALEM ANii TilK SEPULUilEUC.] 

whom fei matlcii mecho duel aiijungt^^* the monkey* whan 
lie seliolde dye i 3 it J?ei beR in muoriiyngo ^ in the wise 
)?at jjei niadeii here laiiientaciuiui for hi?/t tlie firsto tyiiie 
4 t it is fuH gret i>ytee tu behulde. Tins cuntreo i loud of 
lerifsaleni hath ben in mtiny dyiierse iiLioiounas hondes 
And often jjerfore hath the contrce snffred incche triljw- 
lacioiiR for the synne of the people fat duelle/t fere. For 
8 fat contree hath ben in tire lioudes of ali iiacyouns fat is to 
seyne of lewes, of Chanaiiees,Assiiyenos, Perses, T\Iedoynes, 
Macoiloynes, of Grekes, Itomaynes, of Cristenernen, of 
Barrazint‘s, llarbaryenes, Tiirkes, Tartaryenes t of manyc 
12 otliere dyuerse nacyoims. For god wole not fat it be longe 
in the hondes of traytoures ue of syuneres be f ei cristene or 
othere And now haue thelietliene men h olden fat lend in 
here hondes .xl. 5 ere t more, Eut fei scluiH: not liolde it 
16 longe 3 if god wole. And ^ee schuH vndirsfconde fat whan 
men come/^ to leri^salem here lirst pilgiymage is to the 
chirche of the holy Sepulcre where oure lord was buryed 
fat is w^t/ioute the cytee on the north syde But it is now 
20 enclosed in witA the toim waB. And fere is a fiiH* fair 
chirche ail Itownd t open aboiie t couered v^ith leed 
And on the west syde is a fair tour t an high for belles 
strongly made And in the myddes of the chirche is a 
24 tabernacle as it were a lytytt hows made with a low lityii 
dore And fat tabe?'iiacle is made in man ere of half a 
compas right curioiisely t ricliely made of gold -t azure i 
ofere riche coloures fuH uobelyche made And ^in the 
28 right syde of fat tabernacle is the sepulcre of oure lord 
And the tabernacle is .viij. fote long -t .v. fote wyde -fc .xj. 
foie in heghte. And it is not longe sithe the sepulcre 
was all open fat iiieR myghte?i kisse it t touche it. But 
32 for pilgrymes fat cornea thider peyncd hem to breke the 
ston in peces or in poudre ferfore the Soudan hath do 
make a wail aboute the sepulcre fat noma'a may towche 
it. But in the left syde of the wail of the taberiiacte is 
36 wel the heights of a inaa is a grtit ston to the (paaiitytee of 

a nia>nies bed fat was of the holy sepulcre -t fat ston 
MAN DEVI LLE. 


4li 


p fo\ 34 />J 


Many 

nations have 
rub‘(I the 
Holy Land. 


No binners 
can hohi it 
long. 


Thp Holy 
Sepulchic. 


The 

Compass. 

P fol. 35 a] 


Why tlie 
Sepulchre 
was fenced 
in. 


E 



bO 


The mnaelf* 
ot tiu* Liuht- 
of the 
lamp. 


GolifiitUa, 
l)l()otl-mai ks 
on the white 
lock. 


fUol 3r»63 


The toiuhs 
of the fiibt 
Crnsmiers. 
The place 
of the 
CriicifiMon 


The age of 
Our Lord ; 
coiilheting 
statements 
reconciled. 


[Cll. \L JEllU8ALE.a ANT> THE SEPOUimE.] 

Ivi^-buii tliG niesi J?Gi cinuc/^, filler. In fat Hil>6Yiiucle 
no tvyndowcs lait it is aH inadi* wiih liiinpos fat 
lianL;G?i Lofore the seiuilcre And fen* is a lampc fat 
Iton^tdli lieforc tlio Sopulcre fat Lre/nicili -t on the 4 
godu Fryday it gotli out be lii^ifself [an«l on fe Pasch day 
it liglitez agayiie by it self](^) at fat hour fat oure lord rous 
fro deth to lyue. Also \vit7^ in the chirehe at the right 
syde besyde the ({ueer of tlie cliirche is the mount of 8 
Cahiarye wher^’ oure lord was don on the eros And it is 
a roche of white colour and a lytiH inedled with red 
And the cros was set in a morteys in the same ru<*he -t on 
fat roche dropped the wo?aidcs of ourc lonl wlian he was 12 
pyned on the cross t fat is cie[)ed Galgatlia, And ine/i 
gun Tp to fat Gulgatha be degrees. And in the place of 
fat morteys was Adames hed fuumleif after Xoes Hode in 
tokenefat thesy>mes of Adam soholde hen ^bought in fat 16 
same place And vpoii fat roche made Abraham sacrifise 
to unre lord. And fere is an aw tore And before fat 
awtier ly^ii Godefray de Boh^yiie -t Bawdevvyii) t of ere 
cristene kyngeAf of lerasalein. And fere nygh where oure 20 
lord was crueyfied is this writeii in Greew : Otheos 

BASILION YSMON PJJoSIOXAS ERGASA SOTHIAS EMESOTIS GYS. 

])at is to scyne in latyn : Hic beus nortaj? Pbx 
ANTE SFCrLA OPERATUS EST SALUTEM IN AIEDIO TERRE, 24 
J 5 at is to seye : this god cure kyng before the worldes 
hath wrouglit hole in myddes of the erth«‘. And also on 
fat roche where the cros was sett is writen wit/dn the 
roche foise wordes : Cros mtst ys basis toupisteos they 28 
THESMOpy, fat is to seym* in latyn : <^^U0D tides est 
FUNDAMENTUJ f TOCIUS FIBEI MUNDI HUIUS, fat is tO Seye : 
fat foil seest is ground of aii the world -t of this feyth. 
And 5 ee sclmH vndirstonde fat whan oure lord was dun 32 
ypon the cros he was .xxxiij. 36 !’ i .iij. moiiethes of 
elde And the prophecye of Daahl seyth f us : Quad- 

RAGINTA ANNIS PA’UXIMUS FUI GENA'FAC/ONI HUIC, fat 

is to seye : Fourty 3 eer was I neighhore to this kynrede, 36 
0) Eg. 1982. 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

And ^iis schoLIc it pal tlio p/opliecyes iiu wtire not 
trewe, But pei )>q )6 Lotbe trewe, For in old iyim nio/^. 
ni(id(‘ii o ^0**1' of .X. 111011 otlicjSj of tlic wliictio jMcircIl wus 
4 the lirrito -fc Decemhre was tlio laste, Fut riayiis pat was 
Eiiiperuiu* of lioino putto peise .ij. monethes pem to : 
Janyii6Jr i Feiie/er t ordeyned the ^eer of .xij. iixoiicthos, 
ipat is to seye .ccclxv. dayos witAonte lope 3eer after the 
8 propre coiirs of the suime. And perfore after cowntyiige 
<»f .X. monetlies of the 3001* lie dyedo in the .xl. 3 eer, as 
the prophete seyde -t after the 3eer of .xij. inonelhes he 
was of age .xxxiij. 3001* i .iij. inoiiethes. Also wd/iin the 
12 mount of Oaluarie on the right side is an awtere where 
the piler ly3th pat oure lord Ihesii was hounden to whan 
he ivas scourged And pere hosyde .iiij. foto hen ,iiij. 
pileres of ston pat aHweys droppeii water l siumiiea seyn 
16 pat pei wi*])en for oure lurdes doth. And nygh pat aw tier 
is a place viider erthe .xlij. degrees of depnesse where the 
holy cruys was founden he the wytt of seynte Elyne vndcr 
a roche where the lewes had hhldo it And pat was the 
20 verray croys assayed For pei founden .iij. crosses, on 
of oure lord t .ij. of tlie .ij. thefes And seynte Elyne 
preiied Imm on a ded body pat aros from doth to lyue 
whan pat it was leyd on it pat oure lord dyed on. And 
24 perehy in the waH is the place wliere the .iiij. nayles of 
oure lord werew hidd, For he had .ij. in his hondes -t 
.ij. ill his feet And of on of peise the Emperoiir of Costan 
tynople made a hrydiH to his hors to here hi/a in bataylle 
28 i porgh vertue percof he ouercam his eneniyes And wan 
aH the loud of Asye the lesse pat is to seye Turkye, 
Ermonye the lasse t the more And froni 8urrye to 
lerusaleui, Front Arahye to Persic, front Mesopotayme 
32 to the kyngdom of Halappee, Front Egypt the higlio -t the 
lowe 1 aH the opere kyngdonies viito - the depe of Ethiope 
i in to yiide the lesse pat panne was cristene. And pero 
ivas in pat tyinc many gode holy men i holy heroniytes of 
36 whom the hook of fadres lyfes speketh t pei bmi now in 
payiiemes t sarazines liondet?, But wliaw god aH myghty 
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[CH. XI. JERITcJALEM AXD THE J^EPULCTIRE.] 

\Yole riglit als the loiides vverot lust Jiorgti syiaie of 
cristcne me??,, so scliiiH pei Luii woniieit a^on be cristen 
men porgb liolii of goil. And in uiyddcs of pttt cliirclie is a 
coiiipas in the whiclie loseph of Aramatliie leyde the body 4 
of onre lord wlian lie had taken liiiii down of the croys i pere 
he ATassched the 'vvoundes of cure lord And pat compas 
seye men is the myddes of the world. And in the ehirche 
of the sepulchre on the north syde is the place where oure 8 
lord was put in prisouii, For he was in prisou/i in many 
places. And per is a parlye of the cheyne pat he was 
hounden wzl/i And pere he appered first to Marie Magda- 
leyne wdian ho was ryseii t sche wende pat he had bew 12 
a gardener. In the chirche of sejmt Sepulcre was wont 
to hen Chanou/is of the ordre of seyitt Augz^styn -fc hadden 
a Priour but the Patriark was here souereyn. And with- 
oute the dores of the chirche on the right syde as nieji 16 
gon vpAvard .xviij. greces seyde oure lord to his moder : 
Mulier eoce Finns thus, pat is to seye : \V 07 nmm lo 
thi sone, And after pat he seyde to John his disciple: 
Ecoe uatkh tua, pat is to seyne : lo behold tlii moder 20 
And poise wordes he seyde on the cros. And on poise 
greces wente oure lord ^'vvhan he bare the cros on his 
scliulder And vnder this grees is a cliapeS -t in pat 
chapeli syngew prestes yndyenes pat is to seye prestes of 24 
ynde noght after oure lawe but after here t ali wey pei 
maken here sacrement of the awtier [of breed] (^) seyenge 
Patejz NOSTEiJ -fc opere prcyeres peroivit/i, Wit^ thewhiche 
preyeres pei seye the wordes pat the sacrement is made of 28 
For pei ne knowe not the Addiciouns pat many popes haii 
made, but pei synge w^tl^ gode deuoc^ou?!. And pere nere 
is the place where pat oure lord rested hiwi whan he was 
wery fur berynge of the cros. And 306 scliuH vnder- 32 
stonde pat before the cliircbe of the Sepulcre is the cytee 
more feble pan in ony otliere partie for the grete playn 
pat is betwene the chirche -t the citee. And toward the 
Est syde wit/ioute the walks of the cytee is the vale of 36 
« Eg. 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

losapliath Ipat touchetli to the walles as pough it were 
a large dyeli, And aboiieji fat vale of losaphatb, out of the 
cytee, is the cliirche of Seynt Stcuene where he was 
4 stoned to deth And fere beside is the gildene ^ate fat 
may not be?i opened, bo the whiche 3 ate oure lord entrede 
on Palmesonday vpon an asse -t the ^ate opened a 3 eiist 
hi;>i whan he wolde go vnto the temple And 3it apperen 
8 the steppes of the asses feet in .iij. places of the degrees 
fat be^i of fun harde ston. And before the cliirche of 
seynt Sepulcre toward the south a .cc. paas is the gret 
hospital} of seynt lolin of the whiche the Hospitaleres 
12 hadd ^here foundaciouH And wit/wnue the palays of the 

XX 

sekeniew of fat hospitatt be?i .vj. -t .iiij. pileres of ston And 
in the walles of the hows witAoute tlie nombre aboueseyd 
fere bew .liiij. pileres fat beren vp the hows And fro fat 
16 hospital} to go toward the Est is a fiiH fayr cliirche fat 
is dept nosire Dame la graimd And fan is fere another 
chirche right nygh fat is dept nos^re Dame de latyne. 
And fc?*e werew Marie Cleophee t hlarie hfagdaleyne 
20 t teren here beer whan ourc lord was peyned in the 
cros. 


OF THE TEMPLE OF OUEE LOED ; OF THE 
CEUELTEE OF KYNG HEEOUD; OF THE 
MOUNT SYON ; OF PEOEATICA PISCINA, 
AND OF NATATOEIUM SYLOE. 


A ND fro the cliirche of the Sepulcre toward the Est 

at .viij. paas is TEMPLUJir Doji/ini. It is right a 
24 feir hows ± it is aH round t high -t c[u]ucred with leed 
■t it is wel paued w^’tA white marble, Put the sarazines 
wole not suffre no cristene ma 7 i ne lewes to come ferein, 
For f ei seyn fat none so foule sy^iful} men sdiolde not 
28 come in so holy place. Put I cam in fere i in othere 
places fere I wolde for I hadde letos of the Soudan 
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[1 ful. 3S it] 
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[(^f. Xir. THE TEMPLE, STOK AXD OLIVET.] 

9 - 

wiih his greU* set*.] -t comciFnily ujjcr men lui/i but his 
sig’iiett. Ill the whichii leltve^ lie coi/nnande<l of his 
specyaH gmee to iiH his subgettes to lete me seen aH the 
places i to enfornie me ple^iily aH the mysterh*s of euery 4 
place i to coudyte mo fro cytee to cytee ^if it were nede t 
hiixoiiily to resceyuG mo i my^ compaiiye H for to oheye to 
aH my retpestes resonahle ^if jDei were/i not gretly a 3 eu 
the Ryaii power -fc dignytee of the Soudan or of his lawe. 8 
And to ofe/’e ]3«t askeii him grace, suche as him semed 
hi?M he ne ^eueth not but his sigiiett the whiche fei make 
to he horn before hem liaugyiige on a spore. And the 
folk of the coil tree <lou gret worschipe t reuerence to his 12 
signett or his seel -fc knelen fereto as lowly as wee don to 
Corpus Do.wni And men don fiiH grettere reuerence 
to his le^^res, For the AdmyuuH t aH(i ojiere lordes pat 
fei buii schewed to, before or fei resceyue hem fei kneleii 16 
douH -fc fan fei take hem t putte?^ he»t on here hedes 
t after fei kisseu hem t fan fei reden hew?, knelynge 
with gret reuerence -fc fan pel offren hew?, to do aH fat the 
berere asketh. And in this tenipluw? dow? 2 ni were?? 20 
somtyiiie Chaiiou??s Reguleres t fei hadden an Abbot to 
whom fei werew. obi^dieiit. And in this temple was 
Charleinayn whan fat the aungeH hrouglite him the 
prepuce of cure lord Ihesu crist of liis Circumcisioim And 24 
after kyiig Charles leet bryiigew it to Parys in to his 
c'liapeH And after fat he leet hrynge it to Pey teres -t 
after fat to Chartres. Aii<I ^ee schuH vnderstonde fat 
this is not the temple fat Salomon made, for fat temple 28 
dured not but .me t ij. 3 eer, For Tytus Yaspasianes 
soiie Emperour of Rome had leyd sege ahoute Ieri?salem 
for to discomfyte the leaves for fei piitte??. oure lord to 
dethe, 2 withoiiten hnie of the Emperour And whan he 32 
hadde woniieu the cytee he brente the temple i beet it 
down t aH the cytee t toke the lewes t dide hew? to 

Wii i 

dethe .xj.ciii. -t the otliere he piitte in p?*israiw -fc soldo hew? 


L 36, Total : 11,900, 
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to seruag(' .xxx. for o pony, for }jei seyde pci bougRte 

Ihe, 9 u for .xxx. penyes Aiid be made of hen?, better cliciep 

Whan lie 3 af .xxx. for o peny. And after fat tyme Thirty Jews 

4 luLiANCS Apostata fat was Einperoiir ^af leue to the 

lew'es to make the teiiii)le of Ior?(salem for lie liateci AiSte,^ 

cristene men. And ^it lie was cristned but he forsoke was*re!?>uiit 

his lawe t liecaiii a renegate And whan the lewcs haddeii stroyed 

again. 

8 made temple eoiu an erthecpiakeng -t cast it dou}/. as 

god wokh^ t dostrn 3 a-d all fab fei had nnnle. And after 

fat Adryan fat was hinperour of Eomo -t of the lynage Adrian^pro. 

of Troye made leiv^salmn a^eii t the temple in the same Christians, 

12 niaiiere as Salomon made it And he wolde not sutfr^^ no 

lowes to dwelt fere, but only cristene men, For alifougb 

it were so fat he were not cristned ^it he loueile cristene 

me;? mure fan ony other nacioun saf his owne. This 

1 6 Emperour leet enclose the chirche of seynt Sopulcre -t 

walle it wit/iin the cytee, fat before was wit/iouto the 

cytee long tyme heforn And he woldo bane chau^?ged the 

name of Ier?^salem t hauo cleped it Elya But fat name and called 

20 lasted not longe. Also jee schuH vinlirstonde fat the 

saraziiies don moche reuerence to fat te?>?ple -t fei seyn 

fat that jdace is right holy And whan fei gon ^in fei The 

gon harefote -t laielen manv tymes And whanne my reverence 
_ , T , i. 1 " • T T ' « Temple. 

24 felowes -t I sej^gli fat whan wee comen m wee diden of j-i gr, 

onre schoon -t camen. in harefote t foughten fat wee 

scholden don as moche worschipe -t renerence fereto as 

ony of the mysheleeuyngo men scholde t als gret con- 

28 pnnctioim in herte to haue. This temple is .Ixiiij. cubytes its 

of wydeness t als maiiye in lengthe And of heghte it is 

xx 

.vj. cubites And it is wit^jnne all abonte made with 
pyleres of marble t in the inyddel place of the temple 
32 ben many high stages of .xiiij. degrees of heghte made 
with gode pylers aH: ahoute. And this place tlie' lewes 
calleii Sancta ^axctoeum fat is to seyo holy of halewes The Holy of 
And ill fat place coineth nonian saf only here prelate 
3B i)at inaketh here sacrifise And the folk stonden aH 
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aLoute in dine/se stages after fei be?? of dignyteo or of 
worscliijie so jj^t fei aH nia}" see tlie sacrilice. And in 
J)at tewiplo ben .iiij, entrees t tlio ^atos ben of cypress wel 
made -t ciiriousely diglit And %v2*t/aii the Est ^ate oure 
lord seyde : hero is Terusalem. And in the north syde of 4 
fat temple wit Ain the ^ate fere is a welle but it renneth 
noglit of the wliiche holy writt speketh of -t soyth ; Yini 
AQUA.!/ EGREDIENTEM BE TEMPLO, fttt is to Seyiie : I Saugli 
water come out of the temple. And on fat otlier syde of 8 
tlie t(‘nii»le fere is a roehe fat nn‘?E clepen ^Moriach, but 
after it was (dept liethel where the Arke of god witA 
relykes of lewes weren wont to ben put. arke 

or hucche witA the Eelikes Tytus ledde witA liym to 12 
Eome whan lie had seomfytetl aH the lewes. In fat 
arke weren tlie ,x. comma iidemeiites i of Aarones ^erdo -t 
of Moyses 3erde witA the wliiche he made tlie rede see 
(leparten as it had hen a waH on the right syde t on the 10 
left syde, while fat the peple of Israel passeden the see 
clrye foot. And witA fat 3erde he sinoot the Iloche t 
the water cam out of it t wiiA fat ^erde he dide manye 
wondres. And fere in was a vessel of gold fuH of 20 
Manna -t clothinge^ t honournementes -t the tabernacle of 
Aaron -t a [table](^) square of gold AvitA .xij. precyows stones 
And a boyst of lasper grene with .iiij. figures i .viij. 
names of oure lord t .vij. candelsiykes of gold t .xij. 24 
pottes of gold -fc .iiij. Censeres of gold t an Awtier of gohl 
t .iiij. lyoims of gold vpon the Avhiche fei hare Cherubyii 
of gold .xij. spannes long and the Cercle of Swannes of 
heuene with a tabernacle of gold t a table of syluer -t 28 
.ij. trompes of siluer -t .vij. barly loues -t aH the ofere 
relikes fat were?i before the birtlie of oure lord Ihesu crist. 
And vpon fat roche Avas lacob slepynge whan he saugh 
the aungeles gon vp -fc donn by a ladder t he seyde : Verb ^2 
LOCUS TSTB SAverus EST t EGO iGNORABAM, ])at is to sejne : 
Eorsothe this place is holy i I wiste it nought. And 


(^) tabernacle, C. 

1. 14,;|w(t, repeated in C. 
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Jjcre an aungel helde lacob stille t turned his iiaiuo i 
cleped him Israel. And in fat same place Damd saiigli 
the Amig'eH: fat smot the folk viiih a swerd i put it vp 
4 : hlody in the schethe. ^ And in fat same Roche was [^foi. 40a] 
seynt Synieon whan he resceyued oure lord in to the 
temple. And in' tlxis roche he settc hiwi wha% the lewes 
wolde a stoned hbn ± a sterre cam dou^ 2 , i ^af him 
8 light. And vpon fat Roche preched oure lord often 
tyme to the peple -t out fat seyd temple oure lord drof 
out tlie hyggeres -fc the selleres. And vpon fat roche The rock 
oure lord sette hi;H whan the lewes wolde liaue OurLord. 
12 stoned him i the Roche cleef in two t in fat 
cleiiyuge was oure lord hidd And fere cam douw a sterre t 
3 af light i serued liiwi w^'t^ claretee. And vpon fat roche 
satt oure lady t lerned hire sawtere And fere oure lord 
16 for^af the womina^i hire synnes fat was founden in 
avowtrie And fere was oure lord circuwicyded And fere 
the aimgeii schewede tydynges to zacharie of the hirthe of 
seynt Baptyst his sone And fere ofifred first IMelchisedech 
20 bred t wyn to oure lord in tokene of the sacrement fat 

was to comene And fere feH Damd preyeng to oure lord David not 

allowed, to 

i to the AungeS fat smot the peple fat he wolde haue buud tiie 
mercy on him t on the peple -fc oure lord herde his preyere 
21 1 ferfore wolde he make the temple in fat place, hut oure 
lord forbade him be an AungeH. for he had don tresouw 
whan he leet sle vrie the worth! knyght for to haue 
Bersabee his wyf And ferfore aB the purueyance fat he 
28 hadde ordeyned to make the temple with lie toke it 

Salomon his sone -fc he made it. And he jireyed oure Solomon, 
lord fat aH f o fat preyeden to him in fat place w^tA 
gode herte fat he wolde here?a here preyere t graunte?i it 
32 hem ^if fei asked it right ^ fully che And oure lord C-foi. 40&3 
graunted him And ferfore Salomon cleped fat temple the 
temple of conseiS t of help of god. And witAoute the 
3 ate of fat temple is an awtiere where lewes werew wont 
36 to offren dowues -t turtles. And betwene the temple -i 
fat awtier was zacharie slayn t vpon the pynacle of fat 
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toiiijile wris ollr^? Idl'd hmnglit fur to hm tt^inptod of tlio 
tmemye tlie foend. And on tliti IiegHte of ftzt pynaele the 
lewes aoiten soynt lame -t casted hy»?- doM'ii to the erthe 
fat first was Ijisschopj) of lerusulem. And at tlie entree 4 
of fat temple toward the west is the ^ate fat is elept 
Porta specidsa. And nygli besydi^ fat temple A'pon the 
right syde is a cliirche couered with leed fat is elept 
Salomones seole And fro fat temple towardes the south 8 
right nygh is the temple of Salomon fat is right fair t 
wel pollisseht And in fat temple diieile the kiiyghte-s* of 
the temple fat worew wont to be elept Tbmpleres t fat 
was the fundae^ou?^ of here ordre so fat fere dnelleden 12 
knyghtes t in tbmplo Domini Chanomis Pegaleres. 

XX 

Fro fat temple to ward the Est a .vj. paas in the cornere 
of the eytee is the bath of oure lord And in fat hath was 
wont to come water fro paradys -fc i^it it droppeth. And 16 
fere besyde is oure ladyes bed And faste by is the 
[tombe] of seyiit Symeon. -fc w/t/mute the cloystre of the 
temple toward the nortli is a full faire cliirche of seynte 
Anne oure ladyes nioder And [per ^ was oure lady con- 20 
ceyued And before fat chirclie is a gret tree fat began to 
growe the same nyght. And ynder fat cliirche in goenge 
doun be. .xxij. degrees lyth loacbym oure ladyes fadei* in 
a faire tombe of ston And fere besyde lay somtjme seyiit 24 
Anne his wif hut seyut Helyne leet translate hire to 
Costantynople, And in fat chirclie is a welle in nianero 
of a cisteme fat is elept Probatica piscina fat hath .v. 
entreez. Into fat welle Aiingeles werea wont to come 28 
frowi heiieiie t bathen liewi ivit/ijime -fc what maw fat first 
bathed hi??i after the mevynge of the water was made 
hool of what nianer sykenes fat he hadde. And fere 
oure lord lieled a maii of the palasye fat lay .xsxviij. 3 eer 32 
•fc oure lord seyde to him : Tolls urabatu.u tuum -fc 
ambl^la, fat is to seye : Take thi bed -fc go. And fere 
besyde was Pilates bows And faste by is kyng Heroudes 
hows fat leet sle the Innocentes. This heroude was oner 36 
1. 18, temple of seynt Symeon, C. 
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mocho cursr'd t crueii. for first he leot sle his wif he 
loiiedc right weH t for the passyngo loue fat he liailde to 
hire wliaii he saiigh hiy'e ded he feH m a rage t oute of his 
4 wytt a gret while i sitlien he cam a^cn to his wytt i after 
ho leet sle his .ij. sones fat he haddo of fat wyf. And after 
fat he leet sle another of his wyfes t a sone fat he haddo 
v^ith hire And after fat he let sle his owne moder -t he 
8 wolde haiie slayn his hrofer also, hut he dyede sodeyidy. 
And after fat he dide ail the harm fat he cowde or 
niyglite And after he fell in to sekiiess t whan he felte 
1 fat he seholde dye he sente after his suster t after aH 
12 the lurdes of Ids loud t whan fei were come>i he leet 
otiwanande ham to prisouii -t fan he seyde to his suster 
he wiste wel fat me;i of the contree wolde make no sorwe 
for his deth i ferfore he made his suster swore fat sche 
16 seholde lete smyto of aH the hedes of the lorde$ whan he 
were ded t fan seholde aH the lond make sorwe for his 
deth i ell nought t f us he made his tostement. but his 
suster fuHfiiled not his wiH For als sone as ho was ded 
20 sche delyuered aH the lordes out of prisouH t leto he?n 
gon echo lord to his owne [hous] t tolde hem aH the 
purpos of hire brothers ordynance t so was this cursede 
kyng neuer made sorwe fore as he supposed for to haue 
24 hen. And 300 schiiH vnderstonde fat in fat tyme fere 
werea .iij. heroudes of gret name -fc loos for here crueltee. 
This heroude of which I haue spoken otfe was Heroud 
Ascolonite And he fat leet beheden seynt lohn the 
28 Baptist was Heroude Antypa And he fat leet sniyte of 
seynt lames hed was Heroude Agrippa t he putte 
seynt Peter in prisons. Also furtherinoi'e in the cytee 
is the chirche of seynt Saiij^our -t fere is the left Arm of 
32 lohn Grisostom t the more partye of the hed of seynt 
Steuene. And on fat of er syde in the strete toward the 
south as men gon to mount Syon is a chirche of seynt 
lames where he was beheded. And fro fat chirche a 

XX • 

36 .vj. ])aas is the moiu?,t Syon t fere is faire chirche of 
oure lady where sche dwelled t fere shee dyed And fere 
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was wont to heii an aLbot of Chanoinis reguleros, And 
fro fens was sclie born of the Apostles vnto the vale of 
Tosapliatli. And fere is the ston fat the Aungett 
Ijroughte to oiire lady fro the mount of Synay i it is of 4 
fat colour fat the roche is of se^mt kateryne And fe?'e 
hosyde is the 3 ate where tliorgtl oure lady wente whan 
sche w^as wit^ cliilde whan sche wente to Bethleein. 
Also [at] the entree of the mount syon is a chapeli -fc in 8 
fat cliapeii is the ston gret -t large wit/t the whiclie the 
sepulcre w’as couered \yith whan losepli of Aramathie had 
put oure lord ferejnne. The whiche .ston the .iij. ]\raries 
sawen turner vpward wdian fei come^i to the sepulcre the 12 
day of his lesurrexiomi And fere founden an aungeH fat 
tolde hem of oure lordes vprisynge fro deth to lyue. 
And fere also is a ston in a waH besyde the ^ate of the 
pyleer fat oure lord was scourged ate. And fere was 16 
Alines hows fat was Bisshop of the lewes in fat tyme 
And fere was oure lord examyned in the nyglit t 
scourged t smyten t vyleously entreted. And in fat 
same place seynt Peter forsoke cure lord thries or the cok 20 
creew. And fere is a party of the table fat he made his 
souper oniie whan he made his maundee \Yiik his discyples 
whan he 3 af hem his flesch t his blode in forme of bred i 
wyn. And vnder fat chapeH .xxxij. degrees is the place 24 
where oure lord wosscli his disciples fete And 3 it is the 
vesseii where the water was And fere besyde fat same 
vesseH was se^mt Steuene hnryed And fere is the autier 
where oure lady herde the Aungeles synge messe And 28 
fere appered lirst oure lord to his disciples after his 
Eesurrexiouw the 3 ates enclosed ^and seyde to hem: 
Pax vobis, fat is to seye : Pees to 30U -t on fat mount 
appered crist to seynt Thomas the Apostle and had him 32 
assaye his wouwdes -t fan beleeued he first t seyde: 
Dominus meus t DEUS MEUS, fat is to seye : my lord t 
my god. In the same chirche besyde the awteer weren 
aH the Aposteles on Wytsonday when tha holy gost 36 
1. 8, fat, C. 
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aesceiidoa on hvm in lykness of fuyr. And fere made 
oure lord liis Pask witli liifcs disciples And pe/e slepte 
seynfc Ii^rm tlie EuiiaMgelist vpon the breest of oure lord 
4 Iliesu crist t saiigh slepynge many heuenly priuytees. ’iream. 
IMoiint Syoii is \vzt7/-jnne the cytee -fc it is a lyfcitt 
liiere pan tlie oper syde of the cyteo And the cytee 
is strongere on fat syde pan on pat other syde 
8 Fr>r at tin* foot of the mount 8yon is a faire castoH: t a 
strong pat the soudaii leet make. In the mount Syoii 
wereii biiryed kyng JJauid i kyng Salomon t many 
othere kyiiges lewos of leimalem And pere is the place Kings. 

12 where the lewes wolden lian cast vp the body of oure lady 
whan the Aposdes beren the body to be buryed in the 
vale of Tosaphath And pere is the place where seynt Petir 
wepte fuH tenderly after pat he hadde forsaken oure lord. 

16 And a stones cast fro pat chapeH is anoper chapoH where 

oure lord was jugged, fur pat tymo was pere Cay phases Cdiaphas’ 

110tlb€* 

hows. Froi^t pat chapeH to go toward the est at .vij. paas 
is a depe cave vnder the roche pat is clej^t the Galylee 
20 of (^) oure lord where seynt Peter hidde him whan he had 
forsaken oure lord. Itewi betwene the moimt syon t the 
te 7 >iple Salomon is the place where oure lord reysed the 
niayde?^ in hire faderes hows. Ynder the moimt Syon 
24 toward the vahi of losaphatli is a vvelle pat is clept 

Hatatoriu.v Siloe t pere was oure lord wassheii after pooiof 
his bapteme Am\ pere made ^oiire lord the hlynde man 43^^2 
to see And pere was yhuryed ysaye the prophete. Also 
28 streght from FTatatorie Syloe is an ymage of ston t of 
oldo auncyeii -werk pat Absaloii leet make And he cause 
pere of men clepen it the bond of Ahsalon. And faste 
hv is iit the tree of Eldre pat ludas lienge lii7?i self vpon Where Judas 

^ * hanged 

32 for dispeyr pat he hadde whan he solde and betrayed himself. 

oure lord. And pere besyde was the synagoge where the The 

. Synagogue. 

byssclioppes of lewes -t the sarrazins camen togidere and 
helden here coiiseiH And pere caste ludas the .xxx. pens 
36 before lie?/i and seyde pat he hadde sy/ined betrayenge 
(^) of, repeated, C. 
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ourc lur<l. And fc/u* nygli was the Iiuws of the Apo^Vles 
Plu’lipp i lueoh Alphe. And ou o\tr sydo uf inouiit 
8\oii toward the .south be 3 oiKle blie vale a stones cast is 
Aclieldaiiuieh ft/t is tu seye the feld of hlood pat was 4 
bought fur the .xxx. pcii.s j?«t oure lortl was sold fore 
And in pat hdd hen many tombes of cristene ineiz for 
pere ben manyc pilgrymes grauen. And pe/’s hoa many 
oratorie.s as chapeH: -t liennytages wliere hereiiiytes \vere'>i 8 
■wont to diieH. And toward the est an .c. pas is the 
churnoH uf the hu.spitaH of seynt Tulin where men. Averen 
Avont to putte the bont‘s of dede men. Also fro lern 5 «lem 
toAA’-ard tlie Avest is a fair chirclie AA^here the tree of the 12 
cros greAA'. And .ij. myle fro pens is a faire chirclie 
Avliere oure lady nietle Avit/i Elizabeth whan pei woven 
bothe Avit/i childe -fc seynt lohn stercal in his niodres 
Avombe -t made reuei*eiice to his creatoiir pat he saitgh 16 
not. And viider the aAAdier of pat chirclie is the jdace 
AA'here seynt lohn Avas born. And fro pat chirclie is a 
myle to the casteH of Emaiix. And pere also oure lord 
sclieAved lii/n to .ij. of his disciples after his resurrexiunyo 20 
Also on pat oper syde .cc. pas fro lerasalem is a chirclie 
Avhere Avas Avont to ^ be the caue of tlie lyouii And vnder 

ti 

pal chirclie at .xxx. degrees of depness Averen entered .xij 
in. inartires in tlie tynie of kyiig Gosdroe, pat the lyoiui 24 
inette Avz't/iaH in a nyght be the AAulle of god. Also fro 
lerzfsalein .ij. myh^ is the mouyytjoye a fuH fair place i a 
dedicyows and pere lytli Samuel the prophcle in afair 
tomhe. And men clepen it moiHitioyc fur it 3 eueth 28 
ioye to pilgrymes herte because pat pere men seen first 
lerwsalem. Also hetweiie lern^’aleni t the mount of 
(Tlyuete is the vale of losaphatli vnder the walles <;f the 
cytee as I haue seyd before. And in the mydde^ of pat 32 
vale is a lytiii ryuere pat nieiA cleijen Torrens cedron. 
And ahouen it ouertliAA^art laj^ a tre pat the cros Avas made 
ofte pat men 3eden oner oime. And faste by it is a lityii 
pytt in the erthe Avliere the foot of the pileer is 3it 36 
1. 2, Alphe or Alphei, C. 
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enieicd And fere \va.s oiiro lord first scour^^ed, for lie 
was sjMe'.^ed t vileyiisly oiitrcted in many places. Also 
in tlic niyddcl place of tlio vale of losapliatH is the 
i cliirche of oiirc lady t it is of .xliiij. degrees vndcr the 
erthe vuto the sepidchre of cure lady; And unre lady was 
of age whan sche dyed .Ixsij. ^eer And hesidc the sepiilcre 
of oiire lady is an awtier where oiire lord foi^af seynt 
8 Fcier all his synnes t fro thens toward the west vnder an 
awterc is a wellc ftit coiiieth (ait of the floiTie of panidys. 
And wytcth wel fat fat chirehe is fuH lowe in the erthe 
t simi is aH wit/gnne the erthe, Eut I sii]>pose wel fat it 
12 was not so founded, lUit for because fat Iei‘a,i?aleiii hath 
often tyme hen. destroyed -fc the wallos abated -t he ten 
doiin -fc tomhled into the vahj And fat fei ban hen so 
filh^l a^en t the ground enhaauced, i for fat skyH: is the 
16 chirehe so lowe wit/aii the erthe i natlieles men seyn 
fere comoaidy fat the erthe hath so hea clouea ^ syth the 
tyme fat oure lady was fere huryed, And 3 it men scyn 
fere fat it wexeth -t groweth euery day wit/ioiiten dowte 
20 In fat chirehe were %vont to hoi. luonkes hlake fat 
hadden hire ahhot. And besyde fat chirehe is a chapeii 
hesyde the Eoche fat bight Gethsemany t fere was cure 
lord kyssed of Iiidas. And fere was he taken of the 
24 lewes And pere laft oure lord his disciples whan he wente 
to preye before his passioua whan he pi'eyiul t seyde: 
Pater si fieri potest t^ansbat A me oalix iste, fat is 
to seye : Fader ^if it may he do lete this chalys go fro 
28 me. And whan he cam ajen to his disciples he fond heni 
slepynge. And in the lioche W'it^jmie the chapeii ^it 
apperen the fyngres of oure lordes bond wlian ho putto 
he>/i in the roche wdian the lewes woldeii haue taken him. 
32 And fro thens a stones cast tow'ard the south is another 
chapeii where oure lord swette droppes of blood. And 
fere right nygh is the tomhc of kyng losaphath of whom 
the vale bereth the name. This losaphath w'as kyng of 
36 fat coutree -fc was coniicrtod by an hercniyte fat was a 
wm'tlii man -t dide moche gode. And fro fens a bowe 
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drawgllt toward the south is the cliirche where seyiit 
lames fc Za<‘]iariu the pro^ihete wereM huryod. And ahoiie 
j)at vale is the iiiowiit of Olyuete And it is cleped so for 
the plentee of Olyues fat gruweii fere j)at nioinit is 4 
more high fan the eytee of lerasaleni is And ferfore may 
iue;t vpon fat mount see manye of the stretes of the cytee 
And betwene fat nioant -t the cytee is not hut the vale 
of losaidiath fat is not fuH large -t fro fat mount steigh 8 
oure lord Ihesu crist to heuene vpun Aseenctouit day 
And 3 it fere sdieweth the schapp of liis left foot in 
the ston, And fere is a cliirche where was wont to ^ be 
An Abbot -t Chanowiis regwleres. And a lytyH thens 12 
.xxviij. pas is a chapeH -t ferein is the ston on the whiche 
oure lord sat whan he prechede the .viij, blessynges i 
seyde fiis : Beati paupa’pes sp//?iru. And fere he tauglite 
his disciples the Patea nostae And wrot it v:i%h his 16 
fynger in a ston. And fere iiygh is a chirche of seyute 
Marie Egipcyane t fere sche lyth in a tomlie. And fro 
fens toward the Est a .iij. bo we schote is Betbfagee to the 
whiche oure lord sente seyiit Peter t seynt lames for to 20 
seche the Asse vpon Palme sonday t r(jde vpon fat asse 
to lerwsalem. And in comy?ige doiui fro the mount of 
Olyuete toward the est is a casteH fat is cleped Bethanye 
And fere dwelte Symon leprous t fere herborwed oure 24 
lord t after he was baptized of tlie apostles t was dept 
Inlian t was made liisschopp, And tins is the same Iiilyan 
fat men depe to fur gode lierberghgage, for oure lord 
herberwed witA lii;n in liis hows. And in fat lions oure 28 
lord fui^af Marie Magdaleyiie hire syiines, fere sche 
wissch his feet with hire teres t wyped he?n w^'tA hire 
heer And fere seriied seynt Martha oure lord; Jpere oure lord 
reysed lazar fro doth to lyue fat was ded .iiij. dayes t stank 32 
fat was brother to Marie Magdaleyiie t to Martha ; And 
fere duelte also Marie Cleophe. pat casteli is wel a myle 
long fro lei’M^alem. Also in comynge doun fro the mount 
of Olyuete is the place where oure lord wepte vpon lern- 36 
Salem. And fere besyde is the place where oure lady appe- 
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red to seynt Thomas the A])05ile after Lire Assuinpc^oii^i 
t 3 af liiwi hire gyrrtyH. And right nygh is the stou where 
oure lord often tyiiie sat vpon whan he precliedo And 
4 vpon pat same he scliali sytte at the day of doom right as 
him self^seyde. Also after the nlou?^t of Olyuete is the 
inoMiit of Galilee, ])e/*e asseiuhledeii tlie Apostles whan 
Marie Magdaloyne cam tolde hem of cristos vprisyiigo 
8 And pere hetwone the mou?it Olyuete t the mo?^nt Galilee 
is a chirche where the angel seydo to oure lady of hire deth. 
Also fro Detlianye to lerico [or fyiie myle. Ieiico](^) was 
snmtymo a lityH eytee hut it is now aH destroyed -t now 
12 is pere ])nt a lityh village, pat citee tok losne be myracle 
of god -t eoniw?,andement of the Angel -fc destroyed it t cursed 
it i aH: he??i pat b^^gged it a^on. Of pat citee was zachens the 
d\ve/*f pat clorab vp into the syconiour tre for to see oure 
16 lord because he was so litiH, he myghte not seen hiwi 
for the pople. And of pat cytee was Eaah the coniouw 
wowiman pat ascaped allono witA hem of hire lynage t 
sche often tyme refressched t fed the messageres of Israel 
20 t kepte hem from many grete p^riles of deth t pc/’fore 
sche hadde gode reward as holy writtsoyth: Qui aocipit 

PiZOPHETAM in NOJiriA'E MEO MJSJJCBDEM Pi20PH2iTE AOCIPIET, 
pat is to seye : he pat taketh a p/'ophete in iny name, he 
24 schaH take mede of the prophete. And so hadde sclie, For 
sche prophecyed to the messageres seyeiige : Noui quod 
DOM iNUS TRADET VOBIS TA’RRAM HANC, pat is to Seye : I WOt 
wel pat oure lord schal betake 30 a this lond, And so he 
28 dide And after Salomon l^aasones sone wedded hire i 
fro pat tyme was sche a worth! womman t serued god wel. 
Also fro Bctanye gon men to Horn Iordan by a mown- 
tayne t porgli desert -t it is nygh a day iorneye fro 
32 Bethanye toward the est to a gret liiH where oure lord 
fasted .xl. dayes. "^pon pat hiH the enemy of he-H bare 
oure lord i tempted him -fc seyde : Die VT lapidbs isti panes 
F iANT, pat is to seye : sey pat theise stones he made loues. 
36 In pat place vpon the hiH was wont to ben a faire chirche, 
(^) Missing in 0. 


Our Lady’s 
girdle. 


[1 fol. 4.J a] 


Jericlio, 

Joshua. 


Zacchaens 
m the 
sycomore. 


Rahab and 
the spies. 


The Tempta- 
tion of Our 
Lord. 


MANDEVILLE. 


P 
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The 

Georgians. 
[ifoL 45 6] 


The blind 
man cured. 


ch. xni. 


The Bead 
Sea. 


Engeddi 


Balaam the 
priest, son 
of Beor or 
Bosor. 


but it is att destroyed so fat fere is now but an hermytage 
pat a maner of cristene meit holden fat ben cleped Geor- 
gy enes for seynt George coniierted llew^. Vpon ^fat hiif 
duelte Abraham a gret while t ferfore iiieij clepen it 4 
Abi’ahames gardyn And betweiie the hiii -fc this gardyn 
re^iueth a lityli broke of water fat was wont to be 9 ^ 
bytter, but be the blessyng of helisee the prophete it 
becain swete t gode to drynke. And at the foot of this 8 
liitt toward the playn is a grete welle fat entreth into 
flom Iordan. Fro fat hiH to lerico fat I spak of before 
is but a niyle in goynge toward flom Iordan. Also as me/i 
gon to lerieo sat the blynde maa cryenge : Ih/ot pili 12 
Djtjd miserebb mei, fat is to seye : Ihe^u danides sone 
haiie me/vy on me, t anon he hadde his sight. Also .ij. 
niyle fro lerico is flom Iordan t an half inyle more nygh 
is A faire chirche of seynt lolui the Baptist, where he 16 
baptised oiire lord And pere besyde is the hous of leremye 
the prophete. 


OF THE DEDE SEE, AND OF THE FLOM 
JOBDAN; OF THE HED OF SEYNT elOHN THE 
BAPTIST, t OF THE YSAGES OF THE 
SAMAEITANES. 


A nd fro Jerico a .iij. myle is the dede see ; Aboute 

fat see groweth moche Alom t of Alkatran. 20 
Betwene Jerico t fat see is the lond of Dengadde t fere 
was wont to growe the bawme, But mew make drawe the 
Ijraunches f e^’eof -t berew hem to hew grafted at Bahyloyne, 
And 3 it mew clepen he>n vynes of Gaddy. At a cost of fat 24 
see as mew gon from Arahe is the mount of the Moahytes 
wdiere fere is a cave pat me7i clepen kariia. Vpon fat 
hill ladde Balak the sone of Booz Balaam the prest for to 
curse the peple of Israel, fat dede see departeth the 28 
lond of [ludee] (^) t of Arahye and fat see lasteth from 
Soara vnto Arahye. The w^ater of fat see is fiiH bytter 
(1) ynde, MS. 


Boar. 
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■t salt And the erthe were made moyst t weot wiih 
fat water it woldo neuero here fiiiyt. And the erthe 
i the lend chaimgef often his colour And it casteth f 
4 out of the water a thing fat men clepeii Aspalt Also gret 
peces as the gretness of an hors ^ euery day t on all sydes. 
And fro lerwsalem to fat see is .CC. fuiionges ; fat see is 
in lengths fyue hundred and fouro shore fuiionges And 
8 in brede an hundred and fifty fuiionges And it is dept 
the dede see for it renneth nought, hut is euere vn in en- 
able. And nouther nia^^i ne best ne nothing fat boretli 
lif in liim iie may not dyen in fat see And fat hath ben 
12 preued many tymes be me^?, fat ban disserued to hen dede 
fat hail hen cast ferjnne -t left ferjnne .iij. dayes or .iiij, 
•fc fei ne myghte neuer dye ferjnne for it resceyueth no 
thing w^t/ijime hini that bereth lif. And noma^^ may 
16 drynken of the water for bytterne.sse, And a ma?i caste 
jreii ferein it wole flete ahoiien, And ^if nie?i caste a fedre 
ferein it wole synke to the botme. And feise be}^ 
thinges a^enst kynde. And also the cytees fere weren 
20 lost because of sy^me [a^enst kynde] And fere bosyden 
growen trees fat beren fiiH: faire ajjples -t faire of colour 
to beholde but whoso breketh hew a or ciitteth hewi in two 


P fol. 40 a] 


Wljy called 
the Dead 
Sea. 

Nothing can 
die in it. 


Iron floats 
and feathers 
sink m it. 

Those are 
things 
against 
nature. 


Apjdes of 
Sodom. 


he schaH fynde wtt/dn hem coles t cyndres jn tokens fat 
24 be wrattho of god the cytees -t the loud weren brente 
t soiiken in to belle. Suntmew- clepen fat see the lake 
dalfetidee, snmine the flom of deueles -t sii?nme the flom 
fat is euer stynkynge [for fe water feroh: es stynkandj.(^) 

28 And in to fat see sonken the .v. cytees be wratthe of god The five 
fat is to seyne Sodom Gomorre Aldama Seboym t Scgor ciues!^ 
for the ahhoniynahle synne of sodoinye fat regned in 
heni. But Segor be the preyere of loth was sailed t kept 
32 a gret while For it was sett vpoii an hitt And ^it scheweth 
ferof sum party ahoue the "water -t men may see the 
walles whan it is fayr weder -fc deer. In fat cytee loth 
(Iwelte a lytyH while t fere was he made dronken of hi.s 


1. 3, t, to, cancelled C. 

(^) Missing in C. Inserted from Eg, 
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[1 fiil. 4G^i] 


Lot’h wife. 


Age of cir- 
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among Jews 
and Muham- 
madans. 


The mouth 
of Jordan. 


Jabbok. 


C2fol 470] 


[CH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA, THE SAMARITANS.] 

(loiigtitres I lay lip?/? t oiigeudreil of hem J^Toah 
i Aiiioii Aiul the cause ^vlii lii.s duuglitres uiado him 
dronkeii i for to ly hy hem. was this : hecause fei ^siiwgh 
no man ahoiite he?w hut only liere fader And f erf ore fei 4 
trowed ])at god had destroyed aH the wcudd as he hadde 
don the cytees, as he had don hefore he !N^oeis hood, 

■fc perfure pei wolde ly wiiJi here fade/* for to haiie issue -fc 
for to i*e}»leny.ss(‘!id the world a3en wiih penile to restore 8 
the worM a^eu ])t^ he//?, for ptd trosved pat per had he/?, no 
mo me//, in aH the world. Ami ^if here fade/* had not he/i 
droiiken ]h‘, hadde not yleye with liem. And the liiH 
ahoiie/? Segor me// ch‘ped it pa/?ne Edom And after mew 12 
cleped it Sbyr And after ydiimea. Also at the right syde 
of ]>at dede see dwelleth ^it the wif of loth in lykness of 
a salt ston for pat schee loked hehynde hire whan the 
cytees sonken in to helle. This loth was Araames sone 16 
pat was brother to Ahrrdiam, And Sarra Ahrahames wif i 
Melclia Nachors wif were?/ sustren to the seyd loth. 

w 

And the same sarra was of ehle .iij. ^eer and .x. whan 
ysaac hire sune was goten on hire, And Ahrahani hadde 20 
another soiu^ ysmael pat lu‘ gat vpon Agar his chainbrere 
whan lie was luit .xiiij. 31*01* of elde. And whan ysaac 
his sone was .viij. dayes old Abraham his fader leet him 
ben circnmcyded And ysmael with liiw? pat was .xiiij. 24 
3661 old, wlierfore the lewes pat eomen of ysaacces lyne 
l)C/i circuwicyded the .viij. day And the sarrazines pat 
coincm of ysmaeles lyne hew circn/zicyded whan pei hew 
.xiiij. 3eer of age. And 300 scliuH vndimtonde pat w^t/an 28 
the dede see renneth the Horn Iordan i pcre it ilyeth, for 
it re/iiieth no furpermoro And pat is to a place pat is a 
myle fro the chircho of seynt lohn the Baptist toward 
the west, a lytiH henethe the place where ])at cristene 32 
mew hathen he/w conio/mly. And a myle from flom 
Jordan is the ryuere of laboch, the Avliiclie lacoh passed 
oner whan he cam fro ]\rosopotayme. This flom Iordan 
is no ^gret ryuere hut it is plentefo?/s of gode lissch And 36 
it conieth out of the liiH of lyban he .ij. welles pat hen 
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duped lor and Dan, and of ])o .ij. wellos liatli it the 

name And it pa^setli be a lake pat is dept Maron and Meiom. 

after it passe tli by tlie see of Tyberye t passetli vnder the 

4: hilles of Gelboe. And pcrc is a full faij-e vale hotlio on 

pat o syde t on pat other of the same ryiiere. And (^) 

goii the hilles of lyban ait in long the vnto the desert of 

Pharan And bo hilles depa?*te>i the kyngdoin of surrye Lebanon 

^ ^ ^ ® divides Syria, 

8 and the contreo of Phenesie And vpon bo hill(*s gro\ve'i^ 

Pheenicia. 

trees of Cedre pat heii fnP hye -t J>ei bcre-Ji longe apples t 

als grete as a ma/mes heued. And also this floiii Iordan I'liecoiuse 

departe]? the loud of Galilee -t the loud of Tbumye t the 

12 lond of Betron. And pat j*ewiieth vnder ertlie a gret 

weye vnto a fayre playn -fc a gret pat is dept Meldan 

in Sarmoyz pat is to seye fey re or inarkett in here 

y 

langage he cause fat fere is ofto7i feres in fat playn ; And 
16 fere hecometh the water grot -fc large. In fat playn is 

the tomho of lob And in fat doin Iordan aboiiesoyd was TheBaptisiu 
onre lord baptized of soyiit lohn And the voys of god the 
fader was herd seyenge : Hio est piltus dileotus 
20 t oETEiiAj fat is to seye : this is my belouod sone, in the 
which I am wel plesed, hereth liyni. And the holy gost 
alyghte vpon hi>?i in lykness (jf a coiner And so at his 
haptizynge was aH the hool trynytee. And forgh fat Thenver 
24 Horn passeden the children of Israel aH dryo feet And f ei 
putteji stones fere in the myddel place in tokenc of the 
myracle fat the water wzt/idrowgh hi?/i so. Also in fat 
flom Iordan Naaman of 8yrie bathed hi?a fat was fuH Naanmn’rt 
28 riche but he was incsuii t fere anon he toko his liele. 

Abouten the lloni Iordan hen inaiiye chirches whore fat 
111 an ye c?*isteiie men dwelleden And nygh ferto is the 
cytee of Haylla fat losiie assay led -t loke. DA.lso he^onde Ai. 

32 the hoin Iordan is the vale of Manihre t fat is a full fair 
vale. Also [from] (^) the liiH fat I spak of before where 
oure lord fasted .xl. dayes, a .ij. myle long [towards] (®) 

Galilee is a fair liiH t an high [where] (^) the enemy the Toui]»tation 
36 fend hare oure lord tlio thridde tynie to temj^to him i 
(i) me?i, in C. (2) vpon, 0. frowz, C. (^) when, C. 
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[I fol. 48 a] 


Sicliem, or 
Ifahlus. 


Luz. 
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schoAvede liwi aH: tLe region ns of the Avurld ± seyde : hec 
O ilLVIA TIBI DABO SI CADENS ADOllAUJ?/iIS ME, pal is to 

seyne : AH this scliaH I ^eue pe ^if pon falle i worschipe 
uie. Also fro the dede see to gon estward out of the 4 
marches of the holy lend pc6t is dept the loud of proniys- 
sioii?i is a strong castett and a fair in an hifir fc&t is dept 
Carak en Sahmoyz, pat is to seyne loyally. ]?afc casteH 
let make kyug BakUryn) pat was kyng of France whan he 8 
had conquered pat lond i pubte it into cristene niennes 
hondes for to kepe the contree ; And for pat cause was it 
dept the Mownt riaH. And rnder it pe/e is a toAvn pat 
hight SoBACH And pere aft abowte dwelled cristene men 12 
vnder tryhnte. Fro pens gon men to Kazareth of the 
whiche oiirc lord hereth the surname, And fro pens pere 
is .iij. iourneyes to lerMsalein t men gon he the prouynce 
of Galtlee, be Hamatha, he Sothym t he the high hift 16 
of Effraim, where Eldiana ± Anne the moder of Samueft 
the proiihete dwelleden. Joero w^as horn this propliete 
And after Lis detli he was buryed at niouiitjoye as I hane 
seyd 3011 before. And pan gon mm to Sylo where the 20 
Arke of god wit/i the rolikes weren kept longo tyme 
Tnder Ely the prophete ; pero made the peple of Ebron 
sacrifice to oure lord t pei 3olden vp here arowes And 
pero spak god first to SAMUEHi and scliewed liiwi the 24 
mutacioiui of ordre of presthode t the misterie of the 
sacrement And nght nygh on Ihe left syde Us Gabaon 
t Rama -t Beniamyn of the wliiche holy writt speketli 
offe. And after ineji gon to Sycheni suwtyme cl opt 28 
Sychar t pat is in the prouynee of Samaritanes -fc pero is a 
full fair vale -t a fnictuouse i pere is a fair cytee -t a gode 
pat melt clepen I7eople. And from pens is a iorneye to 
Terttsalem And pere is the welle where oiire lord spak to 32 
tlie 'vvommaii of Samaritan And per was wont to hew a 
chirche hut it is beteit don??. Besyde pat welle kyng 
Rohoas let make .u. caiiU^^ren of gold -t made lieiit to belt 
worschipt t put pat on at Dan -t pat oper at Betebl. 36 
And a myle front Sychar is the cytee of Doluze And in 
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pat cytee dwelte Abbah.im a certeyii tynie. Sychem is a 
.X. myle fro len^^alem -fc it is dept People, pat is for to 
seyne the newe cytee. And iiygh besyde is the tonibe of 
4 Joseph the sone of Jacob pat gonemed Egypt, Eor the 
Jewes baren his bones from Egypt -t biiryed hem pere, 
And pider gon the Jewes often tyme in pilgrimage viiih 
gret deuoc^o□7l. In pat cytee was Dyne Jacobes doughter 
8 rauysscht for whowi hire bretheren slowe^i many persones 
i diden many harmes to the cytee. And pere besyde is 
the hiH of Garasoun where the Samaritanes lnake?^ here 
sacrifise ; In pat hiii wolde Abraham haue sacrificed his 
12 sone ysaac. And pere besyde is the vale of Dotaym -fc 
pere is the ciste?‘ne where Joseph was cast in of his 
breperen which pei solden -t pat is a .ij. myle fro Syohar. 
Erom pens gon mew to Samarye pat mew clepen now 
16 Sbbast And pat is the chief cytee of pat controe And it 
sytt betwene the hiH of Aygues as Jerusalem doth. Jn 
that cytee was the sittyngee of the .xij. tribes of Israel 
but the cytee is not now so gret as it was wont to be. 
20 Jjere was ^ buryed seynt loaN the Eaptist betwene .i j. 
prophetes ; helysens and Abdtan, but he was beheded in 
the casteii of Macharynie besyde the dede see And after 
he was translated of his disciples -fc buryed at Samarie 
24: And pere let Iuliani/s Ai’Ostata dyggew him vp t let 
brewnew his bones, for he was pat tyme Emperour, t let 
wyndwe the askes in the wynd; Eut the fynger pat 
schewed oure lord seyengo: Ecce Agnus dei, pat is to 
28 seyne : lo the lomb of god, pat nolde neuere brewne but 
is ah hoi, pat fynger leet seynte Tecle the holy virgyne 
be boi’ii in to the hill of Sebast t pere maken men gret 
feste. In pat place was wont to bew a fair chirche t 
32 nianye opere pere werew but pei hew aS betew douw. jpere 
was wont to bew the heed of seynt Iohn Ea.ptist enclosed 
in the AvaH, but the Emperour Theodosie let drawe it 
out -t fond it wrapped in a lititt cloth aH blody And 
36 so he leet it to be born to Costantynoble, And 
3 it at Costantynoble is the hynder i)artye of the heed. 


The Tom!) 
of Joseph. 


Mount 

Genzirii. 


Dothan. 


Samana, oi 
Sebaste. 


The burial 
of St. John 
the Baptisit. 
[1 fol. 48 6] 


SL John’s 
finger. 
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St. John’s 
hend partly 
m Con- 
stantinojilf*, 



Julian the 
Apostate 
had it 
hurned. 


The charger 
is at Genoa. 


Which St. 
John’s head 
is at 

Amiens? 

[1 fol. -iOo] 


Well of Job. 


The 

Samaritan 

sect. 


Their creed 
mid sacred 
books. 


Their 

clothing. 


And the fuip«/t.ie of the heed til the cliyii is at 

Eome ill tlie ehirrhe of seyiit Siluestre, where he?i 
IS^’ornies of an hundred ordres t it is ^it aH broylly as 
jjougii it were half hrent, For the Enijierou?* Iulianc/s 4 
aboueseyd of liis eursedness t malice let breniieii fat 
partie the ufer bones t ^it it scheweth. And tins 
thing hath hoR p/eued hothc lie Popes t liy Eiiiperoiirs. 
And tlie jowes benethe fat liolden to the chyii t a partie 8 
of the assclies -t the platere fat the hed was leyd in whan 
it was siuyteH of is at Gere, And the Geiieweyes maken 
of it gret feste, And so dou the Sarazynes also. And 
sii?«men seyn fat the heed of seynt lohii is at Amyas in 12 
Picardy e And ofer iiiea seyn fat it is the heed of seynt 
lohn the hysschop ; I wot nerc, hut god knoweth. ^But 
in what wyse fat men worschipe;^ it the blessed seynt 
lohn holt liiiR apayd. Fro this cytee of Sbbast vnto 16 
Ieeusalem is .xij. niyle And betwene the liilles of fat 
contree fere is a welle fat .iiij. sithes in the jeer 
chawngeth his colour, somtymc greiie sumtyiuo reed soni- 
tyme cl(*er t somtyme trouble, And meii clepeii fat welle 20 
loB And the folk of fat contree fat ineR clepeii Sama- 
RiTANEs weren conuerted i baptized by the Apo^des, but 
fei liolden not wel here doctryne, And aH weys fei 
holden lawes by hem self, varyenge frowi cristeue men, 24 
from Sarraziues, lewes t payneines. t the saniaritanes 
leeven wel in o god And fei seyn wel fat fer is but 
only 0 god fat aH formed i aH schaH deme And fei 
liolden the bible after the lettve And fei vseii the psawtore 28 
as the lowes dun And fei seyn fat fei heii the right 
sones of god, And among aH ofcr folk fei seyn fat fei 
ben best beloued of god, And fat to hewj heiongeth the 
heritage fat god behighte to hise beloued children. And 32 
fei ban also dyuerse clothinge -t schai^p lokcn on fan 
ofer folk ban, for fei wrappen here liedes in red lyiinene 
cloth, in difference froin of ere. And the Sarazines 

wrappen. here hedes in white lyniiene cloth, And the 36 
1. 8, lowes [sic]. 



73 


[oil. Xlll. THE MAD SEA, THE SAMARITANS.] 

cristeiie nie;i fat diielloi in tiiu contuee liem in 

blew of^ynde, Aud the Jewes in ^elow clotb. In fat 
coutree dwellofc nianye of tlie lewes payengc try bate ns 
4 cristene niGU dun And ^if 300 wil knowe the le^^res fat the 
lewes vsen fei be>i siiclie And tlic names ben As fei 
clepen liewi writen abouon in inanere of here . A . B , C. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE PROUmCE OF GALILEE t WHEEE cn.xiv. 
ANTECBIST SCHALL BEN BORN; OF IS'AZA- 
EETH; OF THE AGE OF OURE LADY; OF 
THE DAY OF DOOIH, t OF THE CUSTOMES OF 
I AGO BITES, STJRRYEHES t OF THE YSAGES 
OF GEORGYEHES. 

F ROjH this contree of the saniaritancs fat I haue 
spoken of before gon men to the playnes of 
Galilee And men leue^i the Miles on fat o partye. uauiee. 
And Galilee is on of the x>^o^iyiices of the holy loud, 

And in fat prouynce is the cytee of Haym -t Caphaunauh/ 

12 t Chorosaym and Bethsayda. In this Bbthsayda Avas 
seynt Pete/* t seint AndrcAA^ born And fens a .iiij. inylc 
is OnoROSAYM -fc .V. mylo fro Olorobaym is the cytee of ciiorazm. 
Cedar whereof the psauter sxDoketti: Et haritaui oujw 
16 HAR/TANTiBi/i’ CEDAR, fat is for to seye : And I haue 
divelled \with the d welly nge men in Cedar. In Choro- 
saym scliaH Antecrist be born, as sumnien seyu, And Thebirth- 
ofer men seyn he scliaii be born in Babyloyne. For the Antjehrist. 
20 p/'ox)hete seyth : De babihonia coluber exist, qui 
TOTUJi MUAmuM DEUORABiT, fat is to seyue : Out of 
Babiloyne schal come a worm fat schal deuouren aP the 
world. This Antecrist schaH be norysscht in Beth- 
24 SAYDA t he schaH regiie/i in CAPHARNAUiif And ferfore 
seyth holy Avritt : Ye tibi Chorosaym, vb tibi Bbth- 
SAYjjA, Ye tibi CAPiXAUNALTiU ! Jjat is to seye: Wo he 
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[ifol. 50 aj 

Architn- 
clinus = 
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Bndor, 

Kiahon. 


Deborah, 


^ueen 
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David after 
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Bethshaii,or 

Scythopolis. 


Nazareth. 
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to Jje Chorosaym, Wo to Jje Bbthsayda, Wo to pe 
CAPHARNAiJii/ ! And ali tlieiso toAviies ben in the luiid 
of Galilee And also the Cane of Galilee is .iiij. inyle 
fro ]N’azarbth. Of pat cytee vras Symon Chananeus 4 
■t his ^yii Canee of the which the holy Eiiuaiigelist 
speketh offe. ^ j)ero dide cure lord the firste inyracle at 
the weddyng of Architriclyu whan he turned water in to 
wyn. And in the ende of Galilee at the hilles was 8 
the Arke of god taken ± on pat oper syde is the niownt 
hendor or hermon And pere ahoute goth the broke 
of Torrens Cison pat sonityine was clept the broke 
Eadunin. And pere besj^de Barach pat was Abynielech 12 
sone vfith sone of Oelbore the prophetisse ouercain the 
cost of ydnniea whan Cysara the kyng was slayn of 
GebeU the wif of Aber t chaced be^onde the floui Iordan 
be strengths of swenl, zeb and zebeo -fc Salmana -t pere 16 
he slowgh liewi. Also a .v. myie fro Kayni is the cytee 
of lezrael, pat somtyme was clei)t zarym, of the whiclie 
cytee lexabel the cursed queen was lady -t queen pat 
toke awey the vyne of ISTabaoth he hire strengthe. 20 
Faste hy pat cytee is the fold Magede in the whiche 
the kyng loras was slayn of the kyng of Samarie And 
after 'was translated i buryod in the inoimt Syon. And 
a myle fro lezrael ben tbe hilles of Gelhoe, Avhere Sanl 24 
i lonathas pat Averen so faire dyeden, wherfore Dawid 
cursed he?/i as holy writt seyth: Montes gelbob nec 
Ros NEC PLUUIA t cKi'ERA, pat is to seye ; 366 hilles of 
gelboe nouper dew iie reyn com vpon 30U. And a myle 28 
fro the liilles of Gel])oe toward the est is the cytee 
of Gytople pat was clept before Bethsayn And vpon 
the walles of pat cytee was the hed of Saul honged. 
Afte goii men he the liiH besyde tbe pleyiies of Galylee 32 
vnto Kazareth where was wont to bew a gret cytee and 
a fair, but now pere is not but a lytill village t houses 
a brood here i pere. And it is not walled i it sytt in 
a litiB valeye t pere bew hilles ail abonte. was 36 

1. 6j speketli offe, repeated in 0. 



75 


[CH. XIV. GALILEE. CHRISTIAN SECTS.] 

^ oure lady born, but scbe was go ten at lert^saleni. And 
because fat oure la[d]y was born at JNTazaretli f erf ore bare 
oure lord his surname of fat town. Jjere toke loseph 
4: oure lady to wyf whan sche was .xiiij. ^eere of age And 
fere Gabrieli grette oure lady seyenge : Aue graaa plena 
domm^As tecuwi, fat is to seyne : Heyl fuii of grace oure 
lord is wftA fe. And this salutacioint was don in a 
8 place of a gret awteer of a faire chirche fat was wont to 
be souityme, but it is now all downe. t nie^i ban made 
a lityil resceyt besyile a pylere of fat chirche for to 
resceyue the oiiryiiges of pilgryines And the sarrazines 
12 kepen fat place fuh derely for the profyte fat fei han 
fereoffe And fei be?i full wykked sarrazines t cruel! -fc 
more dispytous fan in ony ofer place t han destroyed 
aH the chirches. j^ere nygh is Gabrielles welle where 
16 oure lord was wont to bathe him whan he was 3 ong 
And fro fat welle bare he water oftentyrae to his moder 
And in fat welle sche wussch ofteiityme the clowtes 
of hire sone Ihesu crist, And fro lert^salem vnto thider 
20 is .iij. iourneyes. At Nazareth was oure lord norisscht, 
Nazareth is als meche to seye as flour of the gardyn And 
be gode skyli may it bon dept flour, for fere was 
norisscht the flour of lyf, fat was crist Ihesn. And 
24: .ij. myle fro Nazareth is ]?e cytee of Sephor be the weye 
fat goth fro Nazareth to Aeon. And an half myle fro 
Nazareth is the lepo of oure [lord](^), for the lowes ladden 
[hiin](2) vpon an high roche for to make [him] (2) lepe 
28 dou/i t bane slayn [him](^) but Ihesu passed amonges hem 
t lepte vpon another roche t ^it be^t the steppes of his 
feet sene in the roche where he allyghte. And ferfore 
seyn summen whan fei d reden hem of the Fes in ony 
32 weye or of ene^myes : Th/^sc/s aute.v Ti?ANSiBNS ver 
MEDiUAf iLLORUiTf IBAT, fat is to seyiie : Ihesi^s forsothe 
passynge be the niyddes of hem he wente. In tokene i 
mynde fat oure lord passed forghout the lewes crueltee 
36 t scaped safly fro hem, so surely mo we me^Zr passen the 
(^) lady, 0. (2) hirtf, C. (®) hire, C. 
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penic of thefes. Aiitl fan bcy iiie/i .ij. vera uf ilio 
psauter .iij. sitlies : Irruat suPA'/e eos formido t pauor 

IN MAUNITUDINE BRAGHIJ TUI DoM/NE. FlANT IJ/AIOB/LES 
QUASI LAPIS DONEC PAATPANSEAT POPULUS TUUS DOl/iNE 4 
DOXEC PA/2TAANSEAT POPULUS TUUS ISTE QUEM POSSBDlSTf. 

And fanne luaj iiieit passe with oute?i perilc. And 3 ''e 
scLutt vnderstoiide fat oiiro ladj liadde cliild wLau sclio 
was .XV. 3eere old and scbe was coniiersaiit with liire 8 
sone .xxxiij. ^cor t .iij. nionetbcs And after the passioiuz 
of oure lord scbe lyuedo .xxiiij. ^eer. Also fro jS^ararctb 
me?i gou to the mount Tbabor -t fat is a .iiij. inyle -fc it 
is a fuH: faire liiH i wel bigb, where was wont to be/i 12 
a toiia -t many cbircbes liiit foi lieii aS destroyed, Init 
3 it fere is a place fat men clepen the scole of god, where 
be was wont to teclien bis disci23les -t tolde liewi the 
prinytees of beuene. At the foot of fat bill Melcbisedecli 16 
fat was kyiig of Salem in the turniiigo of fat biH iiiette 
Abraham in C(jmy uge a^en frowi the bataylle whan be 
bad slajn Aliymelecli i fis Melcbisedecli was bothe kyiig 
i jirest of Salem fat now is cleped lerasalem. In fat 20 
liiii Tliabor oare lord transfigured bun before seynt 
Peter seynt lobn and seynt lame And fere fei sawgb 
gostly IVloyses i Elye the jiropbetes beside be?n And 
•ferforo seyde seynt Peter : Domjne bonum est xos hic 24 
ESSE, FACiAMU.s' HIC TRIA TABAPNACO^LA , fat is to seye : 
Lord it is gode for vs to ben here, make wee liere .iij. 
dwellyng jdaces. And fere herd fei a voys of the fadir ^fat 
seytle : Hic est filius meu*’ dilaci’us in quo m///i BAN/i 28 
COMPLACUI. And oure lord defended bey??- fat fei scbolde 
not tell fat avisioua til fat be were rysen frowt detb to lyf. 

Ill fat biH -t in fat same place at the day of doom .iiij. 
Aungeles w^i/^ .iiij. trompes scliiill bio wen t reysen aH 32 
meiA fat bailden siiftred detli sitli that the world was 
formed detb to lyue. And scbuli come?i in ])ody 
[and] {^) soule to jiiggemewt before the face of oure lord in 
the vale of Iosai)batb And the doom scbaii ben on Estre 36 
(^) Missing, 0. 
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clay, sucli tyme as on re lord aroos, And tho doni sclxal 
begy^axe sucli ltour<? as oure [lord](^) descended to lioH: i 
disjxoyled it. For at sucFi lioure sclial he despoyle the 
4: world t lede his clioseiie to blisse t the scliaH ho 
coiidenipne to pe^ypetueH peynes. And J)a?aie schaii euery 
niaM haue afto?’ his dissert oujjer gode or eiiyli but ^if the 
nie/*cy of god passe his rightwisness. Also a myle fro?>i 
8 mou?/t Thabor is the moiiat heremon t fere was the cytee 
of Nayni. Before the ^ate of fat cytee reysed oure lord 
the wydewos sona fc/t had no iiio children. Also .iij. 
inyle fro Nazar(*th is the casteH Sattra of the whiche the 
12 sones of zebedee i the suiies of Alphee weren. Also a -vij. 
myle fro Xazaretti is the mount kayn -t vnekr fat is a 
Welle And bovsyde ftd welle laiiiech ^oees fader slougli 
kayin with an arwe. For this kayin wente forgh breres 
16 t busslies as a wylde best t he had lyued fro the tyme 
of Adam his fadir vnto the tyme of Noe t so he lyuede 

i i 

nygh to .IVr.M. ^eor, And this Lamecii was ail blynd for 
elde. Fro Saffra me goth to the see of Galylee t to the 
20 cytee of Tyberye fat sytt vpon the same see And aH 
be it fat nie?i clepcn it a see ^it is it noufer see ne arm of 
the see, for it is but ^a stank of frescli water fat is in 
lengths .c. fiu‘longe.s‘ t of brede .xL furlonges -t hath w^t/^in 
24 lii??i gret plentee of gode fissch -t remieth into Horn Iordan. 
The cytee is not fuH: gret but it hath gode bathes wMiii 
him And fere as tho Horn Iordan parteth fro' the see 
of Galilee is a gret brigge whore mc?^ passen from tho lond 
28 of p?-omyssioii?i to the lond of kyng Eaazan t the lond of 
Gerrasentz fat be7i aboute the flom Iordan And the begyn- 
nynge of the see of Tyberie. And fro fens may men 
go to Damask in .iij. dayes be the kyngdom of Traconye, 
32 the whiche kyngdom lasteth fro mount heremon to the 
see of Galilee or to the see of Tyberie or to the see of 
lenazareth t aH is o see, And this [is] tho stank feet I 
haue told 5011, But it chaungeth p2is the name for the names 
36 of the cytees fat sytten hesyde hem. Vpon pat see wente 
(^) Missing, C, 


Hermoii anti 
the citj of 
Naiit. 


Mount Cain. 


The Sea of 
Galilee is 
only a lake. 
[1 fol. 52 a] 


The city of 
Tiberias. 


Bashan and 
Gerasa 
beyond 
Jordan. 



78 


Our Lord 
walked on 
the sea. 


The net lull 
of llshcs. 


The miracle 
of the loaves 
and ilshes. 

A dart cast 
at Our Loid 
grows to a 
tree. 

[1 fol. 52 6] 


Capernaum 
and iSeplior. 


City of Dan. 

Cesarea 

Philippi. 


Extent of 
the Holy 
Land. 


[CH. XIV. GALILEE. CHEISTIAN SECTS.] 

oure lord drye feet Anil jjere he toke vp seynt Pete/* whan 
he began to drenche wit/iin pat see i seyde to him : 
Modicb FiDEi, QiTAEA* DTTBiTASTi ? Aiid afte/* his resur- 
rexiouw oure lord appe/*ed on yit see to his disciples 4 
i bad he///, fyssche /2 -t tilled aii the nett fuH: of gret 
fisshes. In pat see rowed oure lord often tyme -t 
pe/*e he called to him seynt Pete/*, seynt Andrew, seynt 
lames t seynt lolin the sones of zehedee. In pat cytee 8 
of Ty belie is the table vpo/t the whiche oure lord eete 
vpon w/tZi his disciples after his resuiTexio2tn -t pei knewen 
him in brekynge of bred as the gospeH seyth : Et cogno- 
UE//U.VT EUJ/ IX FIIA.CT70XE PANis. And nygli pat cytee 12 
of Tyberie is the hiH where oure lord fedde .v. Mit 
persones wit/i .v. barly loues t .ij. tisshes. In pat cytee 
a maw cast an bre?/nynge dart in wratthe after oure 
lord -fc the lied smot in to the erthe -t wax grene t it 16 
growed to a gret tree t ^^it it groweth t the bark pere of 
is aH lyk coles. Also in the hed of pat see of Galylee 
toward the Septemtryoii is a strong castel t an high pat 
Light Saphor t fast beside it is Caphaexaum ; w^t/i 20 
in the lond of proinyssiou/i is not so strong a casteil 
t pere is a gode tou// benethe pat is dept idso Saphor. 

In pat castel seynt Anne oure ladyes moder was bom 
And pere benethe was Centurioes hous. ])at contree 24 
is dept the Galilee of folk pat weren taken to tribute 
of Sabulon i of Heptalym. And in a^en comynge 
fro pat casteH a .xxx. myle is the cytee of Dan pat 
somtyme was dept Belynas or Cesaire Philippon, pat sytt 28 
at the foot of the mom?.t of lyban, -where the flom Iordan 
begywneth. )5ere begywneth the lond of proinyssiomi -t 
dureth vnto Bersahee in lengthe in goynge toward the 
north into the South t it conteyneth wel a .ix. myles. t of 32 
lengthe, pat is to seye fro lericho vnto laffe, t pat con- 
teyneth a .xl. myle of lombardye or of oure contree pat hen 
also lytyll myles ; peise be not myles of Gascoyne ne of 
the prouywce of Almayne, -where be/i grete myles. And 36 
wite je wen pat the lond of promyssiouw is in Sirye For 
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the Eeme of ftyrye duretli fro the desertes of Arabye 
vnto Cecyle And fat is Ermonye the grete, fat is to 
seyne fro the south to the nortih, t fro the est to the 
4 west it dureth fro the grete desertes of Arabye vnto the 
west see. But in fat Eeme of Syrie is the kyngdom of 
ludee i many ofer prouynces as Palestyne, Galilee, lityE 
Cilicye -t many others. In fat contree -fc ofer contrees 
8 be^onde fei ha?i a custom whan fei schuH vsen werre 
t whan me>i holden sege aboute^^ cytee or castoH i fei 
w^t^jnne^i dur not senden out messagers lettves 

from lord to lord for to aske sokour fei inaken here 
12 Ici^res -b bynden hem to the nekke of a colusr -t leto?i the 
collier flee t the colueren bew so tanghte fat fei Seen 
with fo le^^res to the verry place fat me^^ wolde sends 
hem to. For the colueres be?i norysscht in f o places where 
16 fei be?i sent to -t fei senden hem fus for to beren here 
le^^res. And the coliieres retournew a3en whereas fei 
bew iiorisscht -t so fei don comownly. And 300 schutt 
vnderstonde fat amongee the sarazines 0 part t other, 
20 duelled many cristene me^i of many maneres -fc dyuerse 
names t aH hen baptized t han dyuerse lawes t dyuerse 
customes. But aH beleuen in god the fader -fc the sone 
t the holy gost, But ah weys faylc fei in somme artictes 
24 of oure feyth. Somme of feise hen dept lacobytes 
for seynt Iam« conuerted hem t seynt John baptized 
hem ] fei seyn fat a man schal maken his confessiomi 
only to god -t not to a man, for only to him scholde nia^i 
28 3elde?i him gylty of aH fat he hath mysdon. l!le god 
ordeyned not ne neuer deuysed ne the prophete nouther 
fat a man scholde schryue^i him to another, as fei seyn 
but only to god, as Moyses writeth in the Bible -fc as 
32 Dauidi seyth in the psawter boke ; Conpxtebor tibi 

nOJI/NE IN TOTO CORDE MEO, And : DELIOTUiir MEUiV 
TIBI COGNITUJlf FECI -fc : DbUS mms ES TU -t CONFITBBOR 

TIBI, And : Qctonjam cogitacjo hoju/jvis confitbbitit/j 
36 TIBI t CBTEi2.fl. For fei knowen aH the bible -t the psautere 
■fc ferfore allegge fei so the le^^re but fei alleggen not the 
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AiiotoritMes fns in latyu Imt in liere Ifingajre fuH appei'toly 
i seyii wel j)at -t ujjcre p/*oplicfc<*s rfeyii it. Xatheles 

seynt Austyn t seyiit ( hvgory scyu Augustinus : 
Qur sc/;lera sua cogitat t conu/::a‘sus fua’ait venia.v 4 

SIBI CREDAT. ^ Gl’egoriw.s* : S POCIUS MENTB.!/ quam 

VA’ABA RESPICIT. Aiid si^ynt liilliuy seyth : LoNGORr.if 
TEMPORIAU CRIMINA IN ICTU OCI'LI VEltEVXT SI CORDIS 
NATA FUA’AIT CONPUA'CTio. And for sucliG auctoritees pei 8 
seyn p«t; only lo god scliaH a iiiai? knoiileclie liis de- 
f antes, ^eldynge lii/w self gylfcy -fc cryenge liiw? mercy t 
Lohotynge to hint to amende hii>?self‘. And perfore 
whan pei wil scliryiien hem pei taken fyre -t sette it 12 
besyde hem t casten. per in poiidre of fraiikenccns i m 
the smoke perof pei schryinot hem to god t cryoR him 
mercy. But sotli it is pat this confessionn) was first i 
kyndely, hut seynt peter the aposilc t pei pat caineii after 16 
him han ordeynd to make liere confessio?tii to man 
t be gode resoiui. For pei perceyueden wel pat no 
sykness was curable, godo medycyno to leye perfco but 
jif men kneweii the nature of the maladye. And also 20 
no maw may 3 ene>t conenable medicyiie but ^if he knowe 
the qualitee of the dede. For o sy/zne may hew gretter 
in 0 maw pan in another t in o place i in o tyme pan 
in another t pei’fore it belioveth lii?w pat he knowe the 24 
kyncle of the dede t perevpow to 3 euew hi?w penance. 
J 5 ere bew opero pat bew. dept Surienbs and pei holden 
the beleeve anionges vs -t of liewz of Grece And pei vsen 
aH: berdes as mew of Grece don -t pei makew the sacrement 28 
of therf bred -fc in here langage pei vsen le^ires of Sarazines, 
but after the raisterie of holy chirche thei vsen lei^res 
of Grece -b pei maken here confessiouw right as the 
lacobytes don. b^re bew opere pa^ men clepen Georg ybnes 32 
pat seynt George conuertetl -t hi;w pei worschipew more 
paw ony other seynt i tq }n?w pei criow for help -t pei 
camew out of the Iteme of George ; peise folk vsen cromievS 
schauen. ^ The clerkes lian rouwde crounes t the lewe<l 35 
mew liaw crownes aH square t pei holden cristeiie lawe 
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as ilun fei of Grece of whom I haiie spoken of before. 

Othere pere hen pat me?i clepen cristene nic?i of gyidyiige Christians of 
for pei be?i aH: gyrt aboueii. And per ben opere pat omer”sect^ 
4 iije;t clepen Nestoryones, And siunme Arryenes, Suwmie 
Niibyenes, Summo of Grees, suw^ine of Ynde i summe 
of Prestre lohnes loud. And aH peise ban manye 
articles of oiire feyth t to othere pei be>i varyaant -t of 
8 here variance were to longe to telle t so I wil leiie as 
for the tyme w^t/iouten more spekynge of he«i. 

OF THE C7TEE OF DAMASCE; OF .IIJ. ch. xv. 
WEYES TO lERIJSALEM : OH BE LpHDE t BE 
SEE, ANOTHER MORE BE LONDE ]?AN BE 
SEE, AND THE THRIDDE WEYE TO lERH- 
SALEM: ALL BE LONDE. 

N OW after pat I liaiie told ^ou siiw? partye of folk in Tiie way 
the contrees before [said] (^) now wil I tiirne?^ ajen Ho^ Land 
12 to my weye for to tiimen a^en on this h.alf. Jpa?me whoso 
wil go fro the lond of Galilee of pat pat I liauo spoke for 
to come a^en on this half, nie?i comen a^en be Damasce pcit Damascus, 
is a fuH fayr cytee t fuR noble -t fuR of aR marchandises 
16 And a .iij. ioriieyes long fro the see -t a .v. iorneyes fro 
lerwsalcwL But vpoii Camaylles / mules / hors / drome- 
daries i oper bestes men caryen here niarchaudise tinder. 

And thider comen the marchaimtes wiVt niarchandise be Merdumts 
20 see from ynde, persee, Caldee Ermonye t of manye ope?*e pSs meet 
kyngdomes. This cytee founded Helizeus Damascus pat rtTe’pony- 
was 3 oman t despenser of Abraham before pat ysaac was 
born, for he thonghte for to haue ben Abrahames h( 3 ir 
24 t named the toun after his surname Damasce. And 

in pat place where Damasc was ^ founded kaym slough Pfoi 54 6 ] 
Abel his hroper And besyde damasc is the mount Sevr. 

In pat cytee of Damasce per is gret plentoe of Welles And 
28 w^t7^in the cytee t w6t76oute ben many fayre gardynes its fair 
t of dyuerse frutes. Non oper cytee is not lyche in 
Missing, 0. 
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coiiipro’iaoii/6 to it of faire gardj'iies t of faiiv tle&portes. 
The cylee ifi gret t fiili of i>eple i wel -svalled double 
walles. And be/t muiiyc Pliisicyens And seint Poul 
liiwiself was J>ere a pliisicyeii for to kepei^ meinies bodyes 4 
in liele before lie was conu6'i*tcd t after lie was 
phisicien of suules. And soynt Ink the Eniuu/gelist was 
diseiple of seynt Ponl for to leriie pbisik -t many ofere. 
Por seint Poiil held faitne scole of pliisik. And neere 8 
beside damasce was In*, conuejTed t after his conuersioiui 
he diielto in \ai cytee .iij. dayes wit/zouteii sight t wft//- 
outeii mete or drinke And in fo .iij. dayes he was 
ravisscht to lieuene t fe^re lie saugh many jireuytees of 12 
ome lord. And faste beside dainasee is the casteli of 
Arkes pat is bothe fair i strong. Prom Damasce mew 
comew a^eii be oure lady of Sardenak, fat is a .v. myle 
on this half daniasce i it syfct vpow a roche t it is a 16 
full fame place i it someth a casteii for fere was wont to 
hew a castelfj but it is now a fiiH faire cliirche. And 
fere witMnne beii inonkes -t nownes cristene And fer is a 
vowt vnder the chirche where/ fat cristone mm duellon 20 
also -fc fei han many gode vynes. And in the chirche 
behynde the high awtere in the wall is a table of blak 
wode on the whiche somtyme was depeynted an ymage 
of cure lady fat turneth into llesch, but now the ymage 24 
scheweth but litiH. But ail weys be the grace of god f e 


[A long gap here occurs in the Cotton MS. As the only alterna- 
tive text is in a more N’orthern dialect, we print it in ax>pendix.] 


i fei oteu lioundes, cattes, ratouns -t aP ofere wylde 
bestes. And fei bane no wode nr eH: lytyH And {erfore 
fei warmen i sofchen here mete wit/z hors dong i cow 28 
dong t of ofer bestes dryed a 3 eiist the soiine. And 
princes t ofere ete?i not but ones in the day t fat but 
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lyiiH t fei rigtil foule folk t of uuyl kyiide. And 
in some;- be aH' j?o contree.« fallen many tempested -t many 
liiduiiso tliondres t leytos And sleii ineclie pople t bestes 
4 also fiiH oftcntyiiie. And sodcynly is pere passynge lieie t 
sodeyuly also passynge cold And it is the foulest controe 
t the most cursed and the }jui*est pat man knowua. And 
here prince pat gouernetb pat coiitreo pat pei clepcji 
8 liATfiO, duelietli at the cytee of Orda. And treuly no 
gode ina;t scholde not duelle^i in pat contre, ¥01 tlie 
lend i the contree is nob worthi liou^ides to dueH jnue; 
It were a gode contrce to sowen June thristcH: -t breres 
12 t broom -fc thornos -t breres, i for noii oper ping is it not 
good. Natheles pere is gode loud in siujj place but it 
is pure litiH as mo>i seyii. I haue not be'>i in pat contre 
ne be po weyes but I haue be?i at oper londes pat marclien 
16 to po contreyes As in the lend of Eussye t in the lond of 
Nylian t in the renie of Cmko i of lette t in the ronie of 
Daresten t in manye oper places pat inarclie?^ to po cosfces, 
but I wente neuer be pat weye to ler-asalem, Wherfore I 
20 iRii-y Rot wel ten 30U the inanere. But 3 if this matiere 
plese to ony worthi imn pat hath gon be pat weye he 
may telle it 3 if hi/a lyke to pat enteiit pat po pat wolc^i go 
by pat weye and make?i here viago be po costes mowen 
24 knowew what weye is pere. For noman may passe be pat 
weye godely but in ^tyme of wynter for the perilous 
watres t wykkede mareys pat^ hen in . po contrees, pat 
noinan may passe but 3 if it be strong frost i snowe 
28 abouen, for 3 if the snow ne were men myght not gon vp 
on the yse no hors ne carre nouper -t it is wel a .iij. 
ionrneyes of suclie weye to passe fro;>i Prusse to the 
lond of sarazin habitable. And it behoueth to the 
32 cristene men pat schuH werre a 3 en hem euery 3 eer to here 
here vitaylles with hem, for pei schuB fynde pere no good, 
And pan most pei let carye here vitaylle vpon the yse with 
carres pat haue no whoeles pat pei clepe?a Scleyes, And als 
36 longe as here vitailles laate/fc pei may ahyde pere hut no 
longer, For pere schuH pei fynde no wight pat wil selle 
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[CH. XV. VARIOUS ROUTES TO JERUSALEM.] 

Oily vitaille or oiiy tiling. And \vha>^ the spyes seen 
iniy cristeiio cunioM vpoii he?n j?oi rennew to the 
towiios i cryon ^viih a lowd vuys kerra kerra kerra 
i fail ano/i foi uimoii lic/?i t assmiilde lieiii togydere. 1 
And jeo schuH viiderslonde fat it frosoth more strongly 
in fo coidrees fan uu this half t ferfore hath eiiery man 
stuwes in Ids huus -t in fo stewes fei e.to;2 -t don here 
occupacnm/zs ah fat foi may. For fat is at the north 8 
parties fat mail cleiie/i the septoiitrioneii where it is ah 
only cold, For the soiine is but lytiH or iioji toward fo 
coiilreyiss -fc ferlbre in the 8eptenitryoii fat is verry north 
is the loud so cold fat noman may diieH: fere t in the 12 
contrary e toward the south it is so hoot fat noman iie 
may diieh fere, he cause fat the so?me whan he is 
vpon the South casteth his hemes ah streght vpon fat 
pariye. 16 


OF THE CUSTOMES OF SAEASINES, i OF lllRE 
LAAVE, i ROW THE SOUDAN AERESOND ME 
AUTOUJ 2 OF THIS BOOK, AND OF THE BE 
GYNNYNGE OF hlAGHOMETE. 

N OW because fat I haue spoken of sarazines t of here 
centre now 3if 300 wil knowe a partye of here la we 
t of here ^ heleue I schaH teii 3011 after fat here book fat 
is dept Alkaron telleth, And suwimeii depen fat hook 20 
Meshap t suinme clepen it haeme after the dyuerse 
langages of the contree, The whiche hook Machamete toke 
he?n. in the wliiche boke among ofer tliinges is writen, as 
I haue often tyme seen -t radd, fat the gode schuH goii to 24 
paradrs t the euele to belle -t fat lieleenen aH sarazines. 
And 3if a man aske hem what paradys fei menen fei seyn 
to paradys fat is a place of delytes where ineii sdiuii 
fyndo all maner of frutes in aH cesouns t ryneres rennynge 28 
of mylk t bony t of wyii t of swete water t fat fei sdiiiH 
haue faire houses -t noble eucry man after his dissert made 
of precyuzts stones t i>f gold t of syluer. And fat euery 
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nia^i scliatt haue .iiij. wyfes aH iimydonos t lie scliaH liaue 
ado eue>y day wit/i i lie scliaE fyniloi 1 ig?}i ail 
weys may denes. Also pei beleeuG7^ i speke^i gladly of the Teaching of 
4 virgine Marie i of the Incariiac^oim And fei seyii fat outheVirgm 
Marie was taught of the Angel t fat Gabiieii seyde to incainnti<»n . 
hire fat scho was forchosen from the begy^uiynge of the 
WT)rld i fat he schewed to hire the IncarIlac^ou7^ of Ihesu 
8 crist t fat sche co32ceyued -t bare child mayden t fat 
wytnesseth here lioke -t fei seyn also fat Ihesu crist TheSaia- 
spak als sono as ho was born t fat he was an holy Christ to be 
prophete -t a trewe in woord -t dede t moke t pytoi^g sm. 

12 t rightfiiH t wit^ outeji ony vyce. And fei seyn also 
fat whan the Angel schewed the Incarnac^oun of crist 
viito Marie sche was 3ong -t had gret drede. For fere was Mary nns- 
fanno an enchauntonr in the contree fat deled w^t^ for the 

endian ter 

16 wycchecraft fat men clopten xaknia fat be his enchannte- TaUnui.who 

* ■’ ■' dooeived 

mentes cowde make him in lykness of an Angel t wente 
ofteii tymes t lay with maydenes ^ t fei'fore Marie dredde [i foi. 56 53 
lest it hadde ben Taknia fat cam for to desceyue the 
20 maydenes. And ferfore sche coniiired the Angel fat he 
scholde teH hire 3 if it were he or no And the angel 
answerde -t seyde fai. sche scholde hane no drede of him 
for he was verry messager of Ihesu crist. Also here book 
24 seyth fat whan fat sche had childed vnder a paline tre 
sche had gret schame fat sche haddo a child -t sche grette 
•t seyde fat sche wolde fat sche hadde ben ded ; And 
anon the child spak to hire -t comforted hire -t seyde: cimstcom- 
28 Moder ne dysmaye fe noiiglit, for god hath hidd in f e his MoteL 
preuytees for the saluaczoun of the world. And in othere 
many places seyth here Alkaron fat Ihesu crist spak als 
sone as he was born. And fat book seyth also fat Ihesn Perfections 
32 was sent from god aH myghty for to ben inyrour t 

ensample t tokno to alle men. And the Alkaron soj^th tiic Comn’s 
also of the day of doom, how god schal come to deme aH DoomTtfsy!* 
mane/ of folk t the gode he schaH drawen on his syde 
36 1 putte hem into blisse, And the wykkede be schal 
condempne to the peynes of heH. And amonges aH 



8G 


Jesus was 
mere than 
proiihot. 


The Rama- 
dan last. 

[1 fol. 57 a] 

The Goran 
aKiim&t the 
Je’,va. 


The Sara- 
oens believe 
Judas 
Iscarioth to 
have been 
crucified 
instead of 
Christ, 


for God can- 
not have 
allowed the 
InnoOent to 
suffer. 


Many points 
ofai>rt‘euient 
between the 
reeds of 
Samceiis 
and Ghiiis- 
tians. 


[CK. XYT. MAHOMET AND HTS LAW.] 

projilietes Ilifsu was tin* must oxct*lloiit t the mosto 
wortlii next goil, And ^at lie made the .ujospelles in the 
whiche is gode ductryne t IndefiiH:, fiiH of c[h]ariteo (^) t 
sothfastness -t trewe ]>reehinge to ham \at beleeiie?^ in god 4 
And pat he was a verry prophete t more pan a prophete 
i. lyued wit/ioutei#. sy>nie -t ^af syght to pe hlymle t helede 
the lepres -t reysede dede men t steigh to henene. And 
whan pei mowo Inildt'^i tho boko of Iho gospelles of oure 8 
lord writen t namely Missus est Ang/:lus gabrtel, pat 
gospeH pei seyn po pat hen lettred oftei? tyines in here 
orisou}?.s i pei kissen it t worscliipeji it wtt/i gret 
deuocfou??,. ]>ei fasten an hool monetli in the ^eer t ete^i 12 
noiigtlt but be nyghte ^ i pei kepe?i hem iirmi here wyfes 
aH pat moneth. But the seke men be not constreyned to 
pat fast. Also this book spektti of I ewes t seytli pat pei 
ben cursed for pei wolde not behmeu pat Iliesu erisb was 36 
comen of god -fc pat pei lyedeii falsely on Marie t on hire 
sone Iheau crist seyenge pat pei liadclen crueyfyed Ihesu 
the sone of jMarie. For he was neuere emeyfyed as pei 
seyii, but pat god made him to stye vp to him w/tAouten 20 
detti t Wit/ioiiten anoye, But he transfigured his lykness 
into luDAS ScARiOTH I him crucifyedeii the lewes t 
weude??, pat it had ben Ihesies But Ihesii steygh to 
heuenes aH (piyk t perfore pei seyn pat the cristone men 24 
erreii t han no goile knouleche of this t pat pei heleeiien 
folyly i falsly pat Ihesu crist was crueyfyed. And pei 
seyn 3 it pat, t he had be^^ crueyfyed, pat god bad don a 3 en 
his rightwisness for to suifre Iliesu crist pat was Innocent 28 
to ben put vpon the cros witAouten gylt. And in this 
article pei seyn pat wee faylen t pat the gret rightwisness 
of god ne myhte not suffre so grot a wrong. And in tliis 
fayloth here feyth, For pei kiioulechen wel pat the werkes 32 
of Ihesu crist hen gode -t his wordes t his dedes i his 
ductryne lie his gospelles ^veren. trewe -t his ineracles also 
tivwe t the hlessede virgine IMarie is gond t holy mayden 
hofore t after the lurthe of Ihesu crist, And pat aH po pat 36 
(^) claritee, C. 
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Tieleueji perfectelv in "oJ scliul boH saued. And be cause When well 
^ JO taught, they 

pat pel gon so iiy oure feyt]& pel ben lygbtly coiuerted to 

crisfcene lawe 'vvlia^i preclie And scliowe?i dis- 

4 tynctly the lawe of Ihesii crist -t whan [men] (^) tellen he?)i 

of the prophecyes. And also pel seyn pat })ei knoWe ?2 wel 

be the prophecy es pat the lawe of Machomete schaH fayte 

as ^the lawe of the lewes dide And pat the lawe of cristene P foi. 57 6] 

8 peple schaH laste to the day of doom. And ony man 

aske he??i what is here beloeue, ])ei answeren fms -t in 

this forme: Wee beleue?i god formyonr of heuene i of They believe 
^ ill God, in 

erthe -t of ah: obere tliinges bat he made -t w^Uoute^^ him Doomsday 

12 is no thing made. And we beleuew of thay of doom t pat prophets. 

euery mm schah hane his iiieryte after he hath disserued 

And we beleiie it for soth ah pat god hath seyd be the 

mouthes of his prophetes. Also Machomct co??mianded in 

16 his Alkaron jiat eiiery man scholde haxio .ij. wyfes or Polygamy. 

.iij. or .iiij. but now fei taken vnto .ix. -t of lemmannes als 

ninnye as he may susteyne. And 3if ony of here wifes mys Divorce, 

beren hem ajenst hire hiisbonde he may caste hire out 

20 of his hous t departe fro hm t take anofer, But he schaH 

de parte wit/i hire of his godes. Also whan men spoken The Sara 

. oens allow 

to he?n of the fader -fc of the sone -b of the lioly gost bei the three 

' persons of 

seyn pat pei hen .iij. persones, but not 0 god, For here 
24 Alkaron speketh not of the tryuyte. But pei seyn wel J^ronf&od 
pat god hath speehe t eH were |he dowmb t god The Word, 
hath also a spirit pei kuowen wel for ett pei seyn he were The spirit, 
not on lyue. And whan men speken to hem of the 
28 Incarnaciouw’how pat he the word of the Angel god sente 
his wysdom in to erthe t env inbred him in the 'virgyne 
Marie -t be the woord of god scliiiH pe dede hen reysed 
at the day of doom, pei sejui pat it is soth t pat the woord 
32 of god hath gret strengths, And pei seyn pat whoso knew 
not pe woord of god he scholde not knuwe god. And pei 
seyn also pat Ihesu crist is the woord of god t so seyth hire 
Alkaron, where it seyth pat the Angel spak to Marie 

(^) Missing, C. 

1. 12, til ay = the day, phonetic or scribal ' 
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P foL 5S a] 


Christ IS 
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[3 fol. 5S &] 


anil si^yik : JMarie, gotl sduiH p/eulie pe the ^ gospeH be 
the wooril of his inowtli t his name scluiH: he dept Ihesu 
crist. And ]jei seyn also pat Alirahain was frend to god 
And pat Moyses was faniilier spekere wit/i god i Ihesu 4 
crist was the woord i the spirit of god i pat Machomete 
was right messager of god. And pei seyn pat of theise .iiij. 
Ihesu was the most wortlii t the most excellent -t the 
most gret so pat pei liaji many gode articles of oure feyth, 8 
aH he it pat pei haiie no parfite lawe t feyth as cristene 
me)i han. -t p^rfore he?i pei lightly connertod -t namely 
po pat Tnderstondeii the scriptures t the prophecy es, For 
pei han the gospelles i the prophecies t the hyble writen 12 
in here langage. Wherfore pei cunew meche of holy 
wry It, but pei vndcrstonde it not but after the leitvQ t so 
don the lewes. For pei vndirstonde not the leiive gostly 
hut hodyly i perfori' hmi pei repreued of pe wise pat gostly 16 
ynderstondeiL it. And perfore seyth Seynt Foul : Litera 
occiDiT, spjij/TUS AUTEif viuiFiCAT. Also the sarazines 
seyn pat the lewes ben cursed for pei han defouled the 
lawe pab god sente hewi he Moyses, And the cristene ben 20 
cursed also, as pei seyn, fur pei kepen not the co?nmande- 
nientes t the preceptes of the guspeH pat Ihesu crist 
taughte hem. And perfore I schati teli 30 U what the 
Soudan tolde me vpon a day in his chambre. He leet 24 
Yoyden out of his chamhre all maner of men, lordes t 
opere, for he wolde speke with me in conseiH. And pere 
he asked me how the cristene men gouerned lie?n in oure 
contree, and I seyde him riglit wel, thoiiked he god. t he 28 
seyde me treulych nay, fur ^ee cristene men ne recclie 
right noglit how vntrewly to serue god ; ^ee scholde ^euen 
ensample to the lewed peple for to do wel t ^ee ^euen 
hem ensample to don eiiyU. for the comownes ypon 32 
festyfuii dayes whan pei scholden gon to chirehe ^ to seme 
god, pan gon pei to tauernes t hen pere in glotony aH pe day 
t aH nyght t elen i drynken as bestes pat haue no resoun 
t wite not whan pei bane ynow. Ami also the cristene 36 
men euforcen hem in aH maneroa Jiat pei mo wen for to 
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figlite^i i for to dosceyue^t J)ut on pat other, And pere- 
w^tAaH pei hen so proiule pat ])ei knoweji not how to be?i 
clothed, now long, now schort, now streyt, now large, 
^ now swerded, now daggered i in aH inanere gyses. J?ei 
scholden hen symple ineke t trewe t fuH of alniesdede as 
Ihesn was in whom pei trowe, but pei l)ew aH the con- 
trarie i euere enclyned to the euyH -t to don eiiyH. And 
8 Jjei bew so coneytows pat for a lytyH sylucr pei sellen 
here donglitres, here sustres -t here owne wyfes to putten 
lirm to leccherie, And on witAdraweth tlie wif of another 
i non of he«i holdetli feyth to another, but pei defoulen 
12 here lawe pat Ihesu crist betook hem to kepe for here 
saluacioun. And pus for here synnes ban pei lost aH 
this lond pat wee holdeii. For for hire synnes here god 
hath taken hem in to oure hondee, noght only be strengthe 
16 of oiireself, but for here synnes. For wee knowen wel in 
verry soth pat whan ^ee semen god god wil helpe 30U, 
And whan he is witA 30U iioinan may ben a^enst 3011. 
And pat knowe we wel be oure prophccyes, pat cristene 
20 men schuH wynnen a3en this lond out of oure hondes 
whan poi semen god more deuoutly. But als longe as pei 
ben of foul -t of viicleno lyvynge as pei be^i now wee haue 
no drede of hem in no kyiide, for here god wil not helj^en 
21 - hem in no wise. And pan I asked him how he knew the 
state of aH cristene iiie?^ t he answerdo me pat he knew 
aH the state of aH contres of cristene kynges -t princes 
t the state of the comounes also he his messangeres, pat 
28 he sente to aH londee in manere as pei wereii marchauntes 
of \yreejous stones, of clothes of gold t of others ^ thinge^ 
for to knowen tlie nianerS of euery contree amongcs 
cristenemen. And pan he leet clepe in aH the lordes pat 
32 he made voy den first out of his chamhre t pere he scliewed 
me .iiij. pat weren grete lorded in the contree pat tolden 
me of my contree -fc of manye oper cristene contrees als wel 
as pei had hen of the same contree t pei spak frenscli 
36 right wel -t the sowdan also, whereof I had gret meruaylle. 
Allas, pat it is gret sclaundre to oure feith i to oure lawe. 
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[en. XVI. MAHOMET AND HIS LAW.] 

wLan folk ]3«t bc/i 'witAoutew lawe schiiH: repreueji vs t 
vndenieine/i vs of oiire syinies, And pci fat scliolden be 7 t 
coiiuefted to crist t to the lawe of Ihesii be oure gode 
ensamples t bo oure acceptable lif to god, -t so conuerted 4 
to the lawe of Ibesu crist, be?i forgli oure wykkediiess t 
euytt lyuyuge fer fro vs -fc stiauiigeres fro the holy t verry 
heleevi" schuif fus appeleii vs -t liohleji vs for wykkede 
lyueres t ciirsede. And treiih’ fei se}" soth. For the 8 
sarazines ben gode t foytlifuH, For fid kopen eiitierly the 
conaiiaudeinent of the holy book Alkaron fat god sente 
hem be liis iiiessager Macliomet, to the whiche, as fei seyn, 
Seynt Gabrieli the auiigel often tyine tolde tlie wille of 12 
god. And 3 ee schiili vnderstonde fat Machamote was 
born in Arabye, fat was first a pore knaue fat kepte 
Caineles fat weiiten wit7^ Marchantes for marcbandise ; -t 
so befeii fat he wente v;ith the niarchandes in to Egipt 16 
t fei weren fanne cristene in fo partyes. And at the 
desertes of Arabye he wente in to a chapeH: wdiere a 
Eremyte duelte, And whan he entivd in to the chapeli 
fat was hut a lytiH t a low thing t had but a lityl dore 20 
i a low, fan the entree began to wexe so gret t so large 
i so high as fougli it bad be?i of a gret inynstre or the 
^ate ^of a paleys. And this was the firste myracle the 
sarazins sqjii fat Machomete dide in his ^outlie. After 24 
began he for to wexe wyse and riche* -t he was a gret 
Astronomer -t after lie was gouernour t prince of the 
lond of CoiTodane -t lie geuenied it fub wisely in such- 
manere fat whan the prince was ded lie toke the lady to 28 
wyfe, fat highte Gadrige. And Machomete feb often in 
the gi‘ote sikeness fat me?i calie?i the fallynge euyb, 
Wlierfore the lady Avas full soiy fat euere sclie toke him 
to husbonde. But l^lachomete made hire to beleeuo fai 32 
ab tyiaes whan he feb so Gabriel the angel cam for to 
speke wit/i iiiwi t for the gret light -t brightness of the 
angeb he myghte not snsteyne hbn fro fallynge; And 
ferfure the sarazines seyn fat Gabriel cam often to speke 36 
svith him. This Machomete regned in Arabye the 3 ecr 
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of oiire lord Thesii eri«fc .vj. C. -t .x. and was of the 
gei»eracioii« of ysinael fat was Ahrahaines sone fat he 
gat vpon Agar his chainherere. And ferfore fer hew 
‘1 sarazines fat he^i cle])t lauiaelytones, -t su^wnio Agaryenes 
of Agar -t the of ere propurly hew dept Sarrazines of Sarra 
i sumine hew dept Moahytes -t su?wine Ainonytes for the 
,ij. sones of lot!i, Moah -t Amon fat he hegatt on his 
8 donghtres, fat wore?i aftirward grete erthely princes. 
And also Machoniete loned wd a gode heremyte fat 
du(dled in the desertes a niyle fro fafc Moimt Synay in 
the weye fat uiew gon fro Arahye toward Caldoe i toward 
12 ynde, o day ioiirney fro the see, where the marchaiHites 
of Yen y so comen often for marchandise. And so often 
wente Machoniete to this Inn'emyte fat aH: his mew werew 
wrothe for he wolde gladly here this heremyte predie i 
16 make his mew wake aH nyght, t f erf ore his mew 
foughten to putte the heremyte to deth. -fc so befeH 
vpon a nyght fat Machoniete was dronkon of gode wyn ^ t 
he feH on slope t his mew toke Machometes swerd out of 
20 his schetlie whils ho slepte t fere "with fei slowgh this 
heremyte t puttew his swerd al hlody in his schethe 
a 3 en. And at inorwe whan he fond the heremyte ded 
he was fiiH: sory -t wroth -t wolde haue don his mm 
24 to dethjhut fei aH W'it/ion accord [said] (^) fat ho hiwiself 
had slayn hiwi v»dian he was dronkcm t schowed hiwi his 
swerd aH hlody t he trowed fa^ fei hadden seyd soth. 
And fan he curse<l the w^yn t aH fo fat drynken it, 
28 And ferfore sarrazines fat he9i deuout drynken neueie 
no wyn ; hut su?wme drynken it preuyly, For 3 if fei 
dronken it openly fei sclioldo hew repreiied. But fei 
drynken gode heuerage t swete t iiorysshynge fat is 
32 made of GalanieH t fat is fat mew makon sugre of, 
fat is of right gode saiiour t it is gode for the hreest. 
Also it hefalletli siiwityinc fat cristene men hecomew 
sarazines oufcr for pouertee or for synipleness or elles 
36 for here oivne wykkedness ; And ferfore the Archiflaniyn 
(^) Missing, C. 
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prophet' iJ 
descent. 

Names of 
the Arabs. 
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Nestorian 
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murdered by 
servants 
dnrnig 
Mahomet’s 
drunken- 
ness. 

The 

Prophet 

sorry. 


He curses 
wine. 


The Sara- 
cens drink 
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instead. 


The 

renegade 
Christians ; 
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how ad- 
mit! eU hy 
Saracen 
divines. 


[ifoi.eoz*] 


The Enjjliiih 
alphabet has 
two extra 
lettei s. 


[CH. XVI. MAFTOMET AND HIS LAW.] 

or the Flainyii, [as](^) oiire E[r]<*-liebiss]io]»p(2) or BLsshopp, 
Whan he resceyiietli hewi seytti J)iis : La ellec olla 
SYLA Machomet rores ALLA, pat is to spye : per& is no 
god but on -t Machoinete his messages Iv’ow I haue 4 
told 30U a party of here lawe i of here customes I sclial 
seye 3011 of liere lettres pai fei haue w-itA here names -t 
the inanere of hire figures, What pei hen. 

[Another alphabet ] 

And .iiij. ]ettres fei haue more piin ofere for dyuersitee 8 
of hire laiigage ^ t speclie, for als nioche as fei si)eken in 
here throtes. And wee in Engioiid haue in oure langage 
t spt 3 che .ii, lettres mo fan fei haue in hire .a.b.c. -t fat 
is : ]? t 3 , the wliiche ben dept forn t 30GH. 12 

(^) os, C. (*) Eehebis'^hopp, C. 



[PART SECOND: 

THE COUNTRIES BEYOND THE 
HOLY LAND.] 




oil. xvir. 


OF THE LONDi;>S' OF ALBAN i'E AND OF 
LIBYE; OF THE WISSHINGE»S FOE WACCH- 
INGE OF THE SP^it^HAUK, t OF NOE8 
SCHIPPE. 

N OW sitli I hauo told 3011 befom of tlie holy loud -t 
of fat contreo ahouteii t of many weyes for to 
go to fat loud -t to fe moiuit Synay -t of l>a])yloyne 
d the more -fc tlie less t to ofe?* places fat I liaue spoken 
Ijeforn, now is tymc 3if it lyke 3011 for to teH: 30U of the 
marches -t lies i dynerse 1 testes i of dyiierse folk hc3ond 
theise marches. For in fo contrees he3oiiden be?i many 
8 dyuerse contrees i many grete kyngdomes fat bew departed 
be the .iiij. liodes fat comew frowi j)a>‘‘"idys terrestre. For 
]\Iesopotayme i the kyngdoni of Oaldee t Arabyo be?i 
betwene the .ij. ryueres of Tygre -t of Eufrates, And the 
12 kyngdom of Mede t of Persy e bew betwene the ryneres 
of Nile -t of Tygres. And the kyngdom of Syrie where 
of I haue spoken beforn t Palestyne t Pbenicyc ben 
betwene Eufrates t the se hfedyterrane. The whiche see 
16 diireth in lengthe fro Mayrok vpon the see of Spayiie 
vnto the grete see, so fat it lasteth be3onde Cos tan ty- 
noplo .MMM. t .xl. myles of loinbardye. And toward 
the see Occyan i Inde is the kyngdoni of Shithie 
20 fat is aii closed with hilles And after viider Schithie i 
fro the see of Caspie vnto the floni of Thamy is 
Amazoyne fat is the loud of pemynyb, where fat nomaii 
is 1)11 [^] only aH wo;wmen. And after is Albanye a full 
24 gret reme, And it is dept AlLanye be cause fat the folk 
ben wbitere fere fan in ofer marches fere abouten ; And 
in fat contree ben so gret houndes t so stronge fat pei 
assaylen lyouws t slen lie?w. And panne after Hs Hircanye 
28 Bactiie Hiberye t many ofer kyngdomes. And betwene 
the rede see t the see occyan toward the south is the 
kyngdom of Ethiopo -fc of libye the liyere, The whiche lond 
of Lybye fat is to seyne libye the lowe fat begyimetli at 


The 

cniintrioH 
beyond the 
Holy Land 


The four 
rivers of 
Paiarlise. 


The Metli- 
tenanoan. 


Scythia. 


Peminye. 

Albania. 


Hircania, 

Bactria, 

Hiberia. 

[1 fol Gl<t] 


Lybia. 
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the see of 8])ayiic fro jjens wliere the j>ylems of licrciiles 
he?j And dureth %'nto aneyiit(?5 Egipt i toward Etliiope. 

The sea In bat coiitrc of libye is the see more liigli ban the loud 

the land. -fc it setiietli ]7at it woJde cutwe the (^) ertiie -t natheles 4 

^it it passeth not his inarkes. And me/i seen in pat 
inLybia coutre a iiioiuitayiie to tlie whiche numaii come. In this 

shadows lond of lil)ye whoso tn^aieth toward the Est the schadewe 

fall on the 

right if the}- of liiniself is on the rmht syde And here in cure contree 8 
tact* east. o j 

tlie schadwe is on the left sy’de. In pat see of libye is 

Thewatei of 110 hsscli, for bei 1110 we not lyve ne dure (“) for the 

the sea hods ’ r J \ / 

so that no gret liete of the soime, because bat the water is euermore 

bo^dlyiige for the gret hete. And many ofere (®) londes per 12 

])e«, fat it were to long to teHe or to uombre?^, But of 

sum jjarties I schaH spoke more pleynly here after. 

Whoso wil fa?me gon toward Tartarie, toward Persie, 

toward Caldee -t toward ynde, he most entre the see at 16 

From Genoa Gene or at Yenyse or at su?}i other hauene bat I haue 

or Venice to , , , , . , , 

Trebizoud. told 30U before ; And faa passe niea the see t arryuew at 
Trapazond fat is a gode cytee i it was wont to beu tlie 
hauene of Pountz. J?ere is the hauene of Persanes -t of 20 
Medaynes t of the marches fere bc^onde. In fat cytee 
There St. lyth seviit Atlianasie bat was Bisshopp of Alisandre 

Athanasius - . , •. /-v mi • 1 

lies buried, fat mad© f e psalm ; Qgicuj/Q6'’£; wet. This Athanasius 

was a gret doctour of dyuynytee t because fat he preched 24 
t spak so depely of dyuynytee -t of the godliede lie was 
accused to the Pope of Borne fat he was an heretyk, 

The rope Wherfore the Pope sente after hyni H putte him in 
ar^^ted, presouR. And whils he was in presoua he made fat 28 
released psalm i seiite it to the Pope i seyde fat 3 if he were an 
pfoi. heretyk fan was fat heresie, for fat lie seyde was his 
beleeue. And whan the Pope sangli it -t had exaniyiied 
it, fat it was perfite -t gode t verryly oure feyth -t oiire 32 
heleeue, he made him to delyiiered out of presouw t 
co?Rmanded fat psalm to be?i seyd enery day at pry me i 
so he held Atlianasie a gode mo??.. But he wolde iieuere 

(^) lond, cancelled, C. (*) for, repeated, C. 

(^) oberes, 0. 
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go to his hisshopriclie a3eii Ijecauso ]>at foi accused of 

lieresye. Trai^ozond was wont to beji holder of the 

Empemir of Costaiitynople, But a gretiiia?^ fat lie sente ^onri. 

1 for to kepe the con tree a^eust tlie Turkes Tsurped the loud 

■t lielde it to hi>w self t doped hi?a Emj)erour of Trapa- 

zonil. And front fens ine?t gon thorgh litill Erinonye, ^rmeum. 

And in fat coiitree is an old eastcH fat stout vpon a roche 

8 the whidie is doped the casteH of the Sparrehawk, fat The castle 

is he^onde the cytee of layays beside the town of Sparrow- 

Pharsipeo fat belongetll to the lordschipe of Cruk fat 

is a riche lord -t a go Je cfistene uia?t ; Where me;^ fynden 

12 a Sjiarehauk vpon a perdie right fair i right wel made -t 

a faire lady of favrye fat kepeth it. And who fat wil Whoever 
, ' , 1 1 . • 'I , watches tlie 

■wake fat Sparhauk .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes t as suniine hawk shall 
* . . . have his 

me?t seyn .iij. dayes -t .iij. nyghtes ^vitAoiiten coniiianye tiistwish. 

16 i ’vvit/tniite^i sleep, fat faire lady schal ^eue?^ hint whan he 

hath don the first wyssch fat he wil wyssche of ertliely 

thinges; fc fat hath bejt proued often tymes. And o a king of 

tyme befdi fat a kyng of Ermonye fat was a worthi wished lor 

20 knyght -t a doughty niait t a noble prince woke fat liauk fairy's'^iovl 

sum tyme i at the ende of .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes tlie 

lady cam to hint -t had liint wissclien : for he had wel 

dissented it. And he answerde fat he was gret lord ynow 

24 i wel in pecs ^ i liadde yno-wgh of worldly richcss i ferfore V- foi. 62 «] 

lie wolde wisslie?t no?t ofer thing but the body of fat 

faire lady to haue it at his wille. And sche answerde hi/n 

fat he knew not what he asked t seyde fat he was a fool 

28 to desire fat he niyghte not liaue for sche seyde fat he 

scholde not aske but erthely thing, for sche was non 

ertliely thing, but a gostly thing. And the kyng seyde 

fat lie ne wolde askeii no?^ oper thing. And the lady 

32 answerde : sythe fat I may not -vvitZ/drawo 30U fro ^oure 

lewed courage I schal jeue 3011 w/t 7 ioute?& wysschinge t to sue gives 

air hem bat schun com of son. Sire kvng see schuii haue descendants 
^ ^ ^ c eternal war. 

werre wit 7 ioute?i pees ± aH •weys to the .ix. degree 300 
36 schuH he?^ in szd)iecc 7 ona of 30ur6^ enemyes -t 3ee schuii 

be?i nedy of aH godes. And neuere sitheu noiither the 
mandbvillb. h 
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A poor 
man’s sou 
w isht*rl foi 
wealth, and 
obtained it 


A Templar 
obtained a 
imrse 
always full 
of gold. 


[1 fol. 626] 


Erzemm. 


Subterra- 

nean 

streams 

from 

Euphrates. 


Ararat. 


Some claim 
to have 
touched 
Noah’s 
Aik. 


kyiig of Ei-iuoiiyc ne the innitree yvaven iieiier in pecs ne 
J»ei luulde/i nciio* sitlle/i pleiitde of gndes t Jjei ha/i 
sittien aH\\eyt\s viidc/* tribute of the sarraziuoy. iMso the 
soiie of a pore man woke pat hauke t witssh^M] ]nit he my^gilfce 4 
clieue wel t to bo?i happy to tnarchainlise t tlie lady graunted 
And he lu‘o;im the most riche -t the most famouse 
uiaretiant fat niygtite ben uii see or on ertlii*. And he 
liocara so riche fat he knew not the .M. part of fat he 8 
hadile -t he was wysere in wisscdiiiige fan was ])G kyng. 
Also a knyglit of t.he temple wooke fere t wyssi*hed a 
purs eueremore fuH of gold t the lady gruimted lii?a.. But 
sche seyde fat lie had asked the destruccioiui of here 12 
ordre for the trust -fc the alHance of fat purs t for the grete 
pryde fat fei scholde haae?i i so it was. And ferfore 
loke he kepe hi»i wel fat schatt 'wake, For ^if he slepe he 
is lost fat neuere man sfdialiseen him more. This is not 16 
the riglit weye for to go to the parties fat I haue neinpned 
lief ore, but for to see the menieyde fat I haue spoken of, 
^And ferfore whoso wil go riglit weye, moa. gon fvom 
Trapazo.vd toward Ermonye the grete vnto a cyteo fat is 20 
dept Artyroun : J?at -was wont to hen a gmle cytee -t a 
plentifows, but the Tii?-kes ha/i gretly w'asted it. Jpere 
ahoute growetli no wyn ne frut hut lityH or eH non. lii 
this lond is the erthe more high fan in ony ofer t fat 24 
maketh gret cold And fere ben many gode watres t 
gode welles fat couie/i vnder erthe fro the flom of Paradys 
fat is dept Eufrates, fat is a iurneye hesyde fat cytee. 
And fat ryuere cometh towardes yndc vnder erthe i 28 
resorteth into the lond of Altazar And so passe ine/i he 
this Ermonye -fc entre/i the see of Persie. Fra fat cytee 
of Artyrun/i go me//, to an liiH fat is clejit Sabissocolle ; 
And fere hesyde is aiiofer liiS fat me/i clepe/i xlrarath, 32 
but fe lewes clepeu it Taneez, "wliere Koes schipp rested 
>t 3 it is vpon fat nnintayne. And me/i may seen it a fen* 
in deer weder. And fat nmutayne is w'el a .vij. myle 
high And smnmen seyii fat fei ha/i seen -t touched the 36 
schipp t put here fyngres in the parties where the feend 
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went out, Whan fat Koe soyile : "Benedioitb, But fei fat 
seyn siiclie woordcs seyii here wille. For a man may 
not gon tlio, moiikiyne for gret plentee of snow fat is 
4 aHwoys on fab muntayne noufer soiiier iie wyiiter, so fat 
iionian may gon vp fere ne neuere man dale sitlie the tynie 
of hToe saf a monk fat ho tlio grace of god hroughte on Only a monk 

has been ui>. 

of the plaiikes dnun, fat 3 it is in the mynstre at the foot 
8 of the montayne. And hesyde is the cytee of Dayne fat Ayne, Am, 
hToe founded, And faste. by is the cytee of xVny in the 

i 

wliiclie were wont to Ijoi^ a .M. cliirehes. But vi>on fat 

montayne to gon vp this monk had gret desir And so vpon 

12 a day he %ente vp And wluin lie was vpward the .iij. C3a] 

part of the montayne he was so wery, fab he myghte no Having 

“ PUT it! fallen asleep 

Jtertnere and so he rested hun t feH oslepe. And whan on the 

sloiie, the 

he awook he foiide him self liggynge at the foot of the monk awoke 

16 montayne And fan he preyede deuoutly to god fat he 

wolde voucliesaf to suffre gon vp. And an angeH An angel 

helped him 

cam to hiwi + seyde fab he scholde gon vp And so he np. 
dide, And sith fat tyine neuer no/i ; whi^rforo inea 
20 scholde not helecve suche woordes. Fro fat montayne go 

mea to the cyfcee of Thauriso fat was wont to ben Taurn,. 
dept Faxis fat is a full fair cytee -t a gret t on of the 
beste fat is in the world for marduindise. )?ider conien 
24 aH marchaantes for to byeii auoir de poys and it is 
in the lond of the Emperour of Persic And mew seyn fat 
the Emperour taketh more gode in fat cytee for custom of 
marchandise fan doth the riccliest cristene kyng of aH: liis 
28 reme fat lyueth ; F<jr the toH t the custom of liis marchantes 
is w^t/KAiten estymacyouw to hew nombretl. Beside fab 
cyfcee is an hitt of salt And of fat salt, euery maw taketli 
what he wil for to salte vfitK to Ids node. )?ere dnellen 
32 many cristene mew vndir tribute of Sarrazines, And fro 
fat cytee nie?^ passen be many townes i casteH in goynge 
toward ynde vnto f e cytee of Sadonye fat is a ,x iourneyes goidania. 
fro Thauriso t it is a full noble cytee i a gret. And fere 
36 duelletli the Emperour of Persie in soiuer for the contree 
is cold ynow i fere hew gode ryueres berynge schippes. 
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Casstin. 


[» t’ol. 636] 


Geth. 


Cluistians 
soon die 
therp. 


Cb. XVIII. 


The land 
of Job. 

Bozrah 
in Teman. 


After go niu^i tiio M'eye toward yiide lie many iorneyf^ t 
be many contreyes viitu the cytee ]3ai is dept Cassak fai 
is a fiiH iiohlo cytee t a pkiityfoi^s of comes -fc Avyiies 
t of aH oficr godes. This ^is the cytee where the .iij. d 
kynges m(*Ue»i togedre whau J)ei wentc?^ to seclie/i oure 
lord in lluthlein to worschipe him i to ji/esente him with 
gold, eiiseiice t myiTt. And it is from fat cytee to 
Lethleem Jiij. ioiimeyes. Fro fat cytee iiie/i goii to 8 
aiiof er cytee fat is dejit Geth fat is a ioiimeye fro the see 
fat me-M depen the gravely see. };at is the heste cytee 
fat the Empcrour of Persic hath in aH his loud And fei 
dcpeii flessch fere Dab ago t the wyn vapa. And the 12 
payneuics .seyn fat no cristene ma)i may not longc dnelle 
no endure?^ with the lif in fat cytee, hut dyen witAin 
sdiort tyme -I noman kiioweth not the cause. After gon 
mm be many cytees t townes t gretc cuntrees fat it wtire 16 
to longo to teH vnto the cytee of Curnaa fat wms Avoni to 
he so gret fat the walles ahouten helden .xxv. myle 
ahoute. the walles sdiewen 3 it, hut it is not aH enhahited. 
Fro OoRNAA go men he many londes t many cytees t 20 
townes vnto the lend of loB, And fere endeth the loud 
of the Emperour of P/v’iJSiB. And ^if ^ee wole knowe 
the leiii'es of Persayiies t wdiat names fei ha«, fei ben 
suche as I last deuysed 30 U, hut not in sowmynge of here 24 
woordes. 


OF THE LOND OF lOB t OF HLS AGE; 

OF THE AEAY OF MEN OF CALDEE ; OF 
THE LONI) WHERE’ WOdiMEX DUELLE 
WiTi/OUTExY G(JJ/PANYE OF MEiY; OF THE 
KXOULEOHE t VERTJJEH OF THE YEERAY 
DYAMAUYT. 

A FTETl the departyng fro Cobmaa nio/? entren into 
fe lund of loh fa/ is a fuH fair contree -t a 
plentyfoa^f of aH godes, And men depen fat lond the 28 
loud of Hweze. In fa/ lond is the cytee of Theman, 
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lob was a payneem ± he was Are of Gosra is sone i 

held j)at lond as i)ryiice of that con tree t he was so 

riche fat he knew not the hundred ^23art of his godes. pfoi. 64 a] 

4 And ah fough he were a payneem natheles he senied 

wol gotl after his lawe And oure lord toke his seruice 

to his plesance. And whan he fell in ponerto ho was 

.Ixxviij. ^eer of age. And after whan god had preiied his 

8 pacyence -fc it was so gret, he broughte him a^en to ricliess 

t to heere estate fan he was before And after fat he 

was kyiig of ydumye after kyng Esau. And whan he 

was kyng ho was dept Iobab And in fat kyngdom Jotfdenti- 

12 ho lyuede after .clxx. 3er And so he was of age whan Jobab 

he dyed .ccxlviij. ^eer. In fa^ lond of lob fere nys no 

defaute of no fiiig fat is nedefuii to nla)^nes body. 

hero hen hilles where men geten gret plente of Manna, Manna. 

16 in gretter habundance fan in ony other contree. This 

Manna is dept bred of aungeles t it is a white fing 

fat is fiiH sw’'ete t right delicyons -t more swete fan hony 

or sugre and it cometli of the dew of heueno fat falleth 

20 vpow the lierbes in fat contree And it congeleth t 

beeometh aH white -t SAvete. And men putten it in 

inedicynes for ryche men to make the Wombe lax t 

to purge euyU blode, for it denseth the blood t putteth 

24 out malencolye. This lond of Iob inaroheth to tlie 

kyngdom of Caldee; This lond of Caldbe is full gret chaidaea. 

■t the langage of fat contree is more gret in sownynge 

fan it is in ofer parties be3onde fe see. Men passen 

28 to go be3onde be the tour of Babiloyne the grete of the 

wliidie I haue told 3011 before, where fat aH the langage^ 

weren first chaiinged; And fat is a .iiij. iorneyes fro Caldee. 

In fat remo hen faire men -t fei gon fiiH nobely arrayed Menaie 

32 ill clothes of gold orfrayed 2 ^ apiiarayled w^tZ^ grete wear (me 
, (.1 garments, 

perles -t precyons stones fuB nobely, -t the ivommen Women are 

he^i right foule -fc euyU arrayed -t fei gon aH bare fote poorly 

•t clotbed in euyH garnementes large wyde but fei ben pfoi. u4 6] 

36 sdiorte to the knees -t longe sieves doun to the feet lych 

a Monkes frokko -t here sieves ben hongyng doun to the 
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Hur. 


Ninus 
foiiiKled 
N^le^ i‘h. 


Tobijah 

Ltiried 

there. 

Abraham, 
Sarali and 
Lot went 
from Hnr 
to Sichem. 


Amazonia 
or Peminie. 
[ifol. 6Da] 


Colojfens 
killed in 
Scythia 


All the men 
killed h} 
women 


fuet; Anti fxn lian lieur -t long ha7?gi^^gri alioute here 
scliuldres. Ami Jjoi he/< hlake wow?iiie‘>i, foule i hitlouse; 
And trculy as fuule as pei Ijg/z als euele pei be?i. In 
pat kyngdoin of Caldee iii a cytec pat is dept Hur 4 
tliielea Tliare Ahrahauios fader t pern was Ahrahani 
horn. And pat was in pat tynie pat Huiius was kyng 
of Bahilo}ii) of Arahye i of Egypt. This Hunus made 
the cytee of Xynyuee the whictLe pat Hoe had hegomie 8 
before -t be cause pat Hiiniis performetl it he doped 
it Xynyuee after his owne name. ))ere lytli Thobye the 
prophete of whom holy wriit speketh offe. And fro 
pat cytee of Hur Abraham departed he tlie commande- 12 
niew-t of god fro pens after the doth of his fader t ladde 
wztA him Sarra his wif t Lotli his brotheres sone because 
pat he hadde no child, And pei wente??. to dncdle in the 
lond of Chanaan in a place pat is dept Sychem. And 16 
pis loth was he pat was saued wliaii Sodom t Goinorre 
■i the opere cytees (^) wa*re'/i brent t .sonkon douw to 
belle where pat the dcde see is now, as I liaue told 3011 
before. In pat loud of Caldee pei ban here propre 20 
langages -t here propre lettv^s, suche as 3ee may see 
here after. Besytle the loud of Caldee is the lond of 
Amazotke pat is the lond of Femynye t in pat reme 
is aH wommeii t nonian, IS'ught as sumnie seyn 24: 

pat men inow'e not lyiie pere, lint for because pat the 
wommen wil not suilre no me?i amo?zgee liem to hen 
here souereyiies. For sum lyine per was a kyng in pat 
contrey -t men maryed as in oper coiitreyes t so befell 28 
pat the kyng had werre witA hem of Bichie, the 'vvhiche 
kyng highte Oolepeus, pat was slay 11 in bataylle -fc all the 
gode blood of his reme. And wlian the {|ueon -t aH the 
otliere noble ladyes saw’en pat pei weren aH wydew'es t pat 32 
aH the riaH blood was lost pei armed hem -t as creatures 
out of wytt pei slowen aH the men of the contrey pat weien 
laft for pei wolden pat aH the wo?ninen weve?i ^vyJewes 
ns ilie <jiiet‘n t ,pei \veren. And fro pat tyme hider warden* 36 
(^) P‘, C. 
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Jiei Timere wolilew suffrew maw to dweH ainowges liew 

leiiger pan .vij. dayes -fc .vij. nyghtes, Ne pat no child fat 

Avere male scholde diieH: ainonges hem lenge/ baw he were Xo boys 

* allowed. 

4 noryscht t fa>me sente to his fader. And whaw fci wil 

haue ony conipanye of ina^i fan fei drawew hem towarde^ 

the londes inarchynge next to hem. And fan fei [haue] (^) 

here lones fat vson hem -t fei duellew -with hem an .viij. 

8 dnyes or .x, -fc famio gon horn a^en. And. ^if f oi haue 

ony knaiie cliihl f oi kepew it a certeyii tyiiie t fan senden 

it to the fadir wlian he caw gon allone t etew he him self 

or eH fei sleen it ; And ni it ho a femele fei don awey Girls' 

^ *7 1* 4i*r**7 breasts 

12 fat on iiappe witw an hote hiren. And sif it he a burnt away, 
r i- ^ ^ -f to make 

wowiinaw of gret lynage fei don awey the left pappe fat 
fei may the better herew a scheeld, And 3 if it he a 
womniaw on fote fci don awey the [ri^t] (2) pappo for to 
16 sclietew w^'t^ howe turkeys, For they schote wel vrith 
howes. Tn fat loud fei haue a queen fat goiierneth aH 
fat loud t aH fei how ohoyssant to hire And hahveys fei [ifni. csi] 
niaken here queen hy olectiown fat is most worthy in The queen 

IS 0X(^Cl0(1» 

20 armes. For bei hew right gode werry cures t orped t The 

■' Amazons 

wyse, nohle -t worthi. And fei gon often tyaie in sowd are great 

j wan 10 1. s. 

to help of ofer kynge^ in here werres for gold t sylner 
as otliere sowdyoures don. And fei moyntonew liemself 
24 right vygouresly. This lond of Aniaz:oyno is an He aH 
environned wit/i the see saf in .ij. places where hew .ij, 
entrees, And hejonde fat water duellen the meii fat ben 
here paraiuourcs t hire loiies, where fci gon to solacew 
28 hem whan fei wole. Eesyde ainazoyne is the lond of 

Tarmegyte fat is a gret centre -t a fuH delectable And Tarmegite. 
for the godness of the contree kyng Alisaiidre leet first 
make fere the cytee of Alisandre ; And ^it he made .xij. 

32 cyfcees of the same name ; But fat cytee is now dept 

Celsite. And fro fat ofer cost of Ctildee toward the Seioucia. 
south is Ethiope a gret contree fat sireccheth to the ende 
of Egypt; Ethiopo is departed in .ij. parties princypaH. 

36 And fat is in the est partie -fc in flie ineridionah partie, 

(^) MiasiiJg, C. O kfh MS, 
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Mauritania. 


The hot 
and cold 
toimtam. 


Tnrbid and 
salt water. 


. [1 fol. GO a] 

Weaknesses 
of Btliio- 
pians. 


One-footed 

men. 


India major. 
India minor. 


Xortliem 
India. 
Crystal 
tiora ice, 
and 

diamonds 

iiom 

<‘rystal. 


Tlie wliiclie parlio iiien<Iioi)iiH is dept jMoretane. And 
the folk of fat contree how Llake ynow t more Llake fan 
ill the tofe>* pa/*tie i fei bew dept niowres. In fat partio 
is a weH fat in tlie day it is so cold fat nomaw may . 4 
(Irynko f e/’e oft'o And in the nygiit it is so hoot fat noma?i 
may sullre hys liond fere in. And ho^oncle fat jiartie 
toward the south to passe by the see Occean is a gret lond 
i a gret con troy, hut mew may not dueH fere for the 8 
feruent Ijrowiiynge of the sonno, so is it passynge hoot in 
fat contrey. In Etliiope ah the Eyueres t ah the watres 
bew trouble t fei hew somdeh salte for the gret liete fat 
is fere. And the folk of fat contree lien ^lyghtly dronken 12 
i hail hut litih appetyt to mete And fei hai^ comou?dy 
the flux of the wombe i fei lyuew not longe. In Etliiope 
bew many dyuerse folk And Etliiope is dept Ousts. In 
fat contree bew. folk fat ban but o foot -t fei gon so 16 
blyue fat it is meruaylle And the foot is so large fat it 
schadeweth ah tlie body a^en the sonne Whawiie fei wole 
lye i reste hem. In Ethiope wlinn tlie childrew- liew 
3011 ge t lytih fei hew ah ^alowe And whan fat fei 20 
wexew of age fat 3aIowness turneth to hew ah blak. In 
Ethio]io is the cytee of Saha t the loud of the whiche on 
of the .iij. kynges fat presented oure lord in Betlileem 
was kyng offe. Fro Ethiope mew gon into ynde be 24 
maiiye dyuerse contrey es And mew clepew the liigh ynde 
Emlak. Anc? ynde is devyded in .iij. jjrincyjxih parties 
)?at is [ynde] (^) the more fat is a fuh hoot contree -t 
ynde the less fat is a fuh atempree contrey fat 28 
streccheth to the loude of Made. And the .iij. part 
toward the Septentrion is fuh cold so fat for pure 
cold -fc contyiiueh frost the water hecomelli Cristah. And 
vpoii tlio roclies of cristah growon the gode dyaniandes 32 
fat hew (d trouble colour ; Jalow Cristah drawetli colour 
lyke oylle And fei hew so liarde fat noman may 
pollysdi liewi -t me?i clepew hewi dyamandes in fat contree 
i HAMKSB in anofer contree. Ofchere dyamandes mew 36 
{^) Missing, C. 
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fyndew in Arahyo Jjafc hen not so godc t fei Lew more 
broun t more tendre. And ofer dyanmndes also men 
fynden in the He of Cipre be7^ ^it more tendre i hem 
4 men may wel jiollischoi ; And in the loud of Macedoyne 
me7i fyncle7^ dyamaundes also, But the heste -t the moste 
precyionse hen in ynde. ^ And men fynden many tyme 
hard e dyamaundes in a masse jjatcometh mtof gold whan 
8 me?i piire?i it -t fync?i it out of the myne whan men 
hreken pat mass in smale peces. And su?n tyme it 
liappeneili pat men fynden sumrae as grete as a peso -t 
snmiiie lasso -t pei ho7i als harde as po of ynde. And all 
12 be it pat men fynd(37^ gode dyamandes in ynde, ^\t 
natheles men fynden hem more comounly vpon the roches 
in the see -t vpon hillos where the myne of gold is ; Ami 
pei growen many to gedre on lytiH another gret And per 
16 ben suwnie of the grotness of a bene t sinyane als grete 
as an haseii note t pei hen square t poynted of here owue 
kynde hope abonen -fc bencthen witfcuten worchinge of 
man lies bond i pei growen togedre male -t femele And 
20 p«i hen norysscht vfiih the dew of heuene And pei engen- 
dren comounly t liryngen forth smale children pat mnlti- 
plyen t growen ah the 3eer. I haue ofte?i tymes assayed 
pat 3if a man kepe hem vriiJi a lityil of the roclie, -t 
24 wete hem w^tA may dew ofte sithes pei schuli growe 
eueryche 3eer, -t the smale wole wexen grete. For right 
as the fyn perl congeleth and wexeth gret t)f tlie dew 
of heuene right so doth the verray dyamaml, And right 
28 iis the perl of his owne kynde taketh rouiidness right so 
the <lyamaiid he ve?*tu of god taketh squarenes*'. And 
men schaH here the dyaniaund on his left syde for it is 
of grettere vertiie panne pan on the right syde; For the 
32 streiigthe of here growynge is toward the north pat is 
the left syde of the Avorld, i the left partie of ma?i is 
whan he turneth his face toward the est. And 3if 3011 lyke 
to kiiowe the vertues of pe dyamand 2 as men may fynden 
36 in the lapidarye pat many me?i knowen noght, I schaH 
telle 30U as pei bc3ondG the see seyii i afferraen, of whom 


[1 fol. 66 &] 

Di.iinoiids 
fiom gold 
ort* 


They grow 
and inulti- 
jilj like 
auiiniilH. 


If watered 
enough, 
tliey will 
grow. 
Pearls and 
diaimmds 
gi ow from 
clew. 


Diamonds 
should he 
worn on the 
left. 


[2 fol. CT a] 



106 [CH. XVIII. CHALBEA. VARIETIES OR DIAMONDS.] 


They give 
man 
cournpe, 
health and 
vietoiy, 


protect 
Imn fiom 
evil spirits, 

and turn 
away 

w itehciaft. 


They cure 
lunacy and 
demoniac 
possession. 


Blue 

diauionds 


White. 


[3 fol. 67 b1 


Buyers are 

otten 

deceived. 


aH scienco i aH pliilosopbie cometli from. He pat beretb 
the dyainand vpo?i him, it jeueth him liardyness i maii- 
hode t it kepeth the lemes of liis body hole, It 3eiieth 
him victorye of his enemyes in plee t in werre 3if 4 
his cause be rightfiiH, -t it kepeth him ]>at hereth it in 
gode wytt. And it kepeth him fro strif t ryot, fro 
euyii sweuenes, from sorwes -t from encha2mtemeiites t 
from fautasyes i illiisiouns of wykked spirites. And 3if 8 
ony cursed wycche or enduumtour wolde bowycche?i him 
pat bereth the dyamand, aH pat sorwe -t nilschance scbaH 
turne to liiwiself porgh verfcne of p/ft ston And also no 
wylde best dar assaylh» the ma7i pat bereth it on him. 12 
Also the dyamaiid scholde he?i 30x1011 frely witAouten 
coneytynge t witAouten hyggynge t pan it is of grettere 
vertue. And it niaketh a nia^i more strong t more sad 
a3enst his enemy es And it heleth him pat is lunatyk t 16 
hem pat the fend piirsiieth or traiiayleth. And 3if 
venym or poysoiiii he brought in presence of the dyainand 
mon it hegymieth to wexe nioyst t for to swete. jjere hen 
also dyamaiides in ynde pat hen dept yiolastres for here 20 
colour is liche vyolet or more hruwne pan the videttes, 
pat hew fuii harde i fuH preejous^ But 3it sum men 
lone not hem so wd as the opere But in soth to me I 
wolde louen hem als iiioche as pe opere, For I haue seen 24 
hem assayed. Also pere is a noper inaner of dyamandes 
pat hew als white as cristali but pei hen a lityH more 
trouble t pei bew gode i of gret vertiie t aii pei bew 
square -fc poynted of here owne kynde, And summe 28 
be?i .vj. squared ^snmme .iiij. squared -fc sinwme .iij. 
as nature schapeth hewi -t perfore whan grete lord e, 9 t 
knyghtes gon to sechew worschipe in armes pei heivw 
gladly the dyama-and vpon liewi. I schal speke a 32 
litiH more of the dyainandes aH pongh I tarye my 
matere for a tyme, to pat ende pat pei pat knowew 
hem not he not disceyued he gahberes pat gon be the 
contree pat sellen liewi. For whn.soivil bye the dyamand, 36 
it is nedefuH to him pat he knowe hem he cause pat mew 
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coHnterfeten hem ofte-w of cristaH jiai is t of 

Saphires of cytryne colour fat is ^alow also, t of the 
Saphire loupe t of many of er stones ; But I toB 30 U theise 
4 controfetes be^ not so hiirde. And als<^ the poyntes wil 
brelce^i lightly -t mm may esily pollisschew hem But 
su?}nne werkmon for malice wil not pollisscheTi he 7 W, to 
fat enteiit to niaken me 7 i heleue fat fei may not hm 
8 pollisscht. But men may assaye hem in this manere : 
First schere wtti^ hem or write with liem in saphires in 
cristaii or in ofer preciows stones. .After fat men taken 
the ADEMAND fat is the schipnia^ines ston fat drawetli 
12 the iiedle to him And men leyn the dyamand vpon the 
Adeniand t leyn the nedle before the ademand And ^if 
the dyamand be godo and vertuons, the ademand drawetli 
not tliG nedle to him whils the dyamand is fere present. 
16 And fis is the preef fat fei be 3 onde the see maken. 
JSTatheles it befalleth often tyme fat tlie gode dyamand 
leseth liis vertue be sy^ine t for Incontyiience of him 
fat bereth it And famine is it nedfuH: to make it to 
20 recouereii his vertue a 3 eu or cH it is of litiB value. 


False stojies 
are softer!, 


Precious 
stones or 
magnets 
may he used 
to try 
them. 


The 

diamond 
may lose 
its virtue 
through sin. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF YLES ABOUTEY YNPE ; Oh. xix. 
OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWIX YDOLES t 
SIMULACRBS; OF .TIJ. MANJ 5 /; OROWYNGJS.S' 

OF yPON 0 TREE; OF THE WELLE 

MT CHAUAiGETH HIS ODOUR EUERY HOUR PM. os a] 
OF THE DAY, t )JAT IS MERUAYLLE. 

I N YNDB be« fuH inanye ilyuerso contrees And it is 
cleped YjYDE for a flom j;at rennetll {lorgRout the 
contree pat is dept yude. In bat Home mew fynden 

tl 

24 Eles of .XXX. fote long t more And the folk fat duellen Indus and 
nygh fat water ben of enyH colour, grene -t 3 alow. In eeisf 
YNDB t abouten ynde ben mo fan .v. M. lies gode -fc grete 
fat me 7 ^ duellen in, w^tAouten fo fat hen inhabitable t 
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Numbeiless 
poimlation 
of India. 


The}' stay 
at lioints 
bemt; umlor 
slow 
Saturn. 


We tra\ el 
about, living 
uiulev the 
quick- 
nioviiig 
muon. 


Hormuz 

0 fol. 086] 

The great 
heat. 


The people 
lie in the 
rivHi to he 
cooler 
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witAoutew ofei’e smtile lies. In enc/T lit* })k*nteo 

of cytees i of towiies t of folk witll oiiteii nombre, For 
nie?i of ynde hail this coiidiciuini of kynde, ^al fei neiiere 
gon out of here owne contree i ferfure is fer gret mwlti- 4 
tude of peplo, but fei beii not sterynge ne mevabie be 
cause fat fei beii in the firste clyiiiat, fat is of Satukne 
t SaturivE is slougli -k litiH: inovynge. For lie taryeth 
to make liis turn lie the .xij. sigiies .xxx. 31‘er. And the o 
nioue pasaeth forgli the .xij. signes in o nionetli. And 
for because fat Satuiaio is of so late sterynge f erf ore the 
folk of fat contree fat ben vnder bis clyniat lia^i of 
kyiule no will for to nievo ne stere to seche strange 12 
plac(‘S. And in onre coiitrey is aH the cont/arie, For 
wue ben in the aeuentlie clymat fat is of the moiie. And 
the mone is of lygtitly mevyngt'- t the mono is plaiiete 
of weye. And for fat skyH it :^euetil vs wiH of kyiide 16 
for to ineve lygTitly -t for fo go dyuersci weyes -fc to seclieii 
strange tliinges -fc ofer dynersiiees of the world, For the 
inone envyrounetli the erttie more bastyly fan ony ofer 
planete. Also men gon forgli ynde be many dyuerse 20 
contrees to the gret s(^e Occean And after men fynden 
fere an He fat is dept Crues -fc fider como?i marchantes 
of Yenyse -t Gene ^and of ofer inarches for to byen 
marcliandyses. But fere is so grete bete in fo marches 24 
■t namely in fat He, fat for the gretc distress of the hete 
menncs ballokkes hangen <Ioun to hero knees for the gret 
dissolucioiw ol the body. And ine?i of fat contree fat 
knowen the manerc lat ])ynd«3 hem vp or eH inyglite fei ?S 
not lyue i anoynt liem wit^ oynenientes made ferfore to 
holde hem vp. In fat contree i in Ethiope t in many 
ofer contrees the folk lyggeu all naked in ryueres -t 
watres, men and womineii to gedro,, fro vnduriie of the 32 
day tiH it lie passed the noon. And fei lymi aH: in the 
w.iter sa,f the visage fur the gret bete fat fere is. And 
the wn??imtin hauen no .sebame of the men, but lyen aH 
togidre, syde to syde, tiH the hete ]>e i)asi.. ])iive may 36 
men see many foiile figure asseuibleil -fc namely nygh the 
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gode townes. In pat He hm scMppes nayles of 

Iren or Loiides for the roclies of tlie Ademande^?, fur fei 
beM aH fiiH pero, abuute in pat see pat it is inenieyle to 
4 spekeii of. And jif a scliipp passed bo fu inarclies pat 
liadde oafer Iren bundes or Iren nayles, anoii be scholde 
be^i perisscbt, Eor the Adeinand of liis kyndc drawetb 
the Iren to liiwi And so wolde it drawe to him tlie schipj), 
8 be cause of the Iren, pat he scholde nenej" departed fro 
it ne neuer go fens. Fro fat lie mm gon bo see to a 
liofer He fat is dept Guana, where is gret plentee of 
corn -t wyn. And it was wont to be?i a gret He t a gret 
12 hauene t a good but tlie see hath gretly wasted it -t 
ouercomcH it. The kyng of fat contree was wont to 
hew so strong -t so myglity fat he heeld werre ^a3enst 
kyng Alisandre. The folk of fat contree bail a dyuers 
16 la we, for summe of hem worschipe the so^ne, summe the 
mono, siiwane the fuyr, summe trees, summe serpentes or 
the lirstu fiiig fat fei ineotoi at morwe^^, And summe 
worschipen syinulacres -t summe ydoles. But betwene 
20 sym^ilacres -t ydoles is a gret ditierence. For symdacres 
be>i y mages made after lykness of men or of wominen or 
of the soniie or of the moiie or of ony best or of ony 
kyndely thing, -fc ydoles is an ymage made of lewed wiH 
24 of man fat man may not fynden among kyndely thing<?5 
As an ymage fat hath .iiij. hede^, on of imwi, aiiofer of 
an hors or of an ox or of sum ofer best fat noiuon hath 
soyn after kyndely disiiosicioun. And fei fat worschipo'/i 
28 syni'idacres fei worschipe?i hem for sum worthi ma?i fat 
was su'»ityme, as hercules -fc many ofere fat dide?^ many 
me/’uayles in here tyme. For fei seyn wel fat fei he not 
goddes for fei knowen wel fat fere is a god of kyude 
32 fat made aH thiiiges, the whichc is in heuei^e. But fei 
knowe^t wel fat this may not do the meruayli's fat he 
made hut 3if it had ben lie the specyaH 3ifte oi* god -t 
f erf ore fei seyn fat ho was wel w^tii god, And for because 
36 fat he was so wel with god ferfore fei worschipe him. 
And so seyn fei of the sonne bo cause fat he chaungeth 
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Neai the 
rocks of 
magnet, 
&hii>s can 
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m them. 


The island 
of Ghana. 


[ifol. 69 a] 

Religions 
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[1 ful. 6f> 6] 

Apolocy 
ku* liie- 
w orhlujipt rs 
and idola- 
ters. 


Things that 
bring luck 
when met 
mthe 
inoming. 


Similar 
supersti- 
tioiiss among 
Christians. 


Men-at-ai ins 
loretell the 
future from 
the tiiglit of 
biids. 

[‘J fol. 70«3 


tbetjnie -t ^euetli hole t iion.N.schetti utt tliingesvpai erfcho 
ami for it is <»f su gret profite foi kiiowe wel fat fat 
inyghte not b»,*, hut fat god loueth it mure fan oiiy ofer 
thing And fur fat skyH gud liatli 30110 ^ it more grot vertue 4 
in the world; for lb re it is gmle reM>u>i as fei seyn, to 
don it wonschipe and reueronce. And so seyn fei -fc 
inakeji here resounes of ^ ofe/e planete-s -fc of the fuyr 
also, he cause it is so in*ofitable. And of ydoles fei seyn 8 
also fat the ox is fo inoste holy best fat is in erthe t niof-t 
pacyent and most profitable fan ony other, For be doth 
goo<l ynow -t be doth hum enyH: t fei kiiowioi wel fat it 
may not be witAoute?! specyaH grace of god. And ferforo 12 
niaken fei here god of an ox the on part i the ofer 
halfondeii of a iiuin be cause fat man is the most noble 
creature in erthe t also for lie hath lordsidiipe aboue^i aH: 
bestes; ferfore make fei the halfondel of ydole of a 16 
man vpwardes t the tofer half of an ox dou'invarde.«?. 
And of serpentes -t of ofer bestos t dynerse finger fat 
fei worscbipen fat fei meteii first at inorwe. And fei 
worscbipen also spocyally all fo fat fei han gode 20 
meetyngc of, And whan fei spedeii wel in here iorneye 
after here raeetynge, t namely suche as fei ban preued 
i assayed he experience of longe tyme. For fei seyn 
fat filke gode raeetynge. ne may not come hut of the 24 
grace of god And ferfore fei makeri ymages lych to fo 
tbinges fat fei bait beleeue jnne for to beholden hem 
“fc worscbipen lie»i first at morwe, or fei meeten ony 
contrarioi^s tliinges. And fere be 7 i also sum cristene 28 
men fat seyn fat summe bestes ban gode meefcynge, fat 
is to seye for to meets with hem first at morwe t snwime 
bestes wykked meetynge t fat fei ban preued ofte tyme 
fat the hare hath fiiH euyH meetynge t swyn -t many 32 
of ere hestes. And the Sparhank or ofer foules of raveyne 
M'han fei fleen after here prays -t take it bcdbre men of 
armes, it is a gode signe, And 3 if he fayle of takynge his 
praye it is an euyH signe. And ^ also to suche folk it is 36 
an euyH meetynge of fiavenes. In feise thinges fc in such 
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ofere )?e/* bc?i many folk fat beleeven because it liappenetlfe 
so oftoityme to fallen after here faiitiisycs ; And also fere 
be 7 i men yiioTvc fat ban no beleve in liem. And sitli 
4: fat cristene men ban sucb beleeve, fat ben enformed i 
taugbt aH day be boly doctryne wberejnne fei scbolcle 
beleeve, it is no meruaylle fanne fat the payuemes fat 
ban no gode doctryne but only of here nature beleeven 
8 more largely for here sympless. And treiily I bane 
seen of paynemes -t sarazines fat men clepe?i Augurynes 
fat wban wee ryden in arnies in dyiierse contrees vpon 
oure enemycs, be the flyenge of foules fei wolde teH vs 
12 the pronosticac^ouns of tbiiiges fat fell after And so fei 
diden fuH oftentymes t profreden here bedes to wedde, 
but 3 it it wold fallen as fei seyden. Hut natbeles ferfore 
scbolde nogbt a man- piitten bis beleeve in sucbe tbinges, 
16 but alweys ba/i fuH trust t beleeve in god oure soiiereyn 
lord. This He of Ghana the sarazines ban wonnen t 
boldeii, In fat He ben many lyouns -t many ofer wylde 
bestes And fere ben rattes in fat jle als grete as boimdes 
20 hero And men taken bem with grete mastyfos, for cattes 
may not take bew. In this jle -t manye otbere me7i berye 
not no dede men, for the bete is fere so gret fat in a 
lityil tyme the llescb wil consume fro the’ bones. Fro 
24 fens men gon be see toward yndo f e more to a cytee fat 
men clepoi Sarchee, fat is a fair cytee -t a gode i fere 
duellen many cristene men of gode feytb. And fere hm 
manye religions men t namely of mendynantes. After 
28 gon men be see to the loud of lomb, In fat lend ^ growetb 
the peper in a Forest fat men clepen Combar t it 
growetb nowhere eH in aH the world but in fat Forest 
•t fat duretb wel an .xviij. iourneyes in lengtbe. In fat 
32 forest ben .ij. gode cytees, fat on higbte Fladrinb -t 
fat other zinglantz And in euery of bem duellen cristene 
men -t iewes gret plentee, For it is a gode contrec t a 
plentefoMS, but fere is oner meclie passynge bete. And 
36 jee schuH vnderstonde fat the peper groweth in maner as 
doth a wylde vyne fat is planted faste by the trees of fat 
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wode for to wurfteyiie/> it by dotli tho vyne, And the 
fruyfc J)e>*of haiigeth in inanere as reysyiiges And the tree 
is so thikke charged it seinetli ]>at it wolde breke t 
whan ii is ripe it is aii greiie as it were JUY beryes -t fan 4 
kyttcii he»i as nie/t don the vynes t fan fei piitteii it 
vpoii an uwven) i fere it waxeth blak t crisp. And fere 
is .iij. nianer of p(-pe>* aif vpon o tree : Long i»eper, blak 
peper t white pcper. The Laig peper me?t clepeii Son- 8 
BOTYN -t the blak peper is dept FuLFUfcL. And the 
white pei^er is clcpt Lano. The long peper coinetli first 
whan the lef begyiuietli to come -fc it is lyche the chattes 
of hasett fat couietli before the lef i it hangetli lowe ; 12 
And after cometh the hlake wft/i tlie lef in manere of 
chistres of reys[i]nges all grene ; And whan umn ha?i 
gadred it fan cometli the white fat is somdeH lasse fan 
the Make And of fat nieii InyiigeM but litiii in to fis 16 
^coiitrees for fei be 3 onden wft/di olden it for hcmself 
because it is better and more atlempree in kynde fan 
the blake, -fc ferfore is fer not so gret jilentee as of the 
Make. In fat contree beti manye manere of serpenies 20 
i of ofer vermyii for the gret hete of fe contree 
and of the peper. And siimme men seyii fat whan fei 
wil gadre the peper fei maken fuyr t bremien aboute to 
make the serpentes and the cokedrilles to flee, But saue 24 
here grace of aH fat seyn so, For ^if fei breiite?i aboutew, 
the trees fat beren the pepe?* scholde’>t ben bient i it -wolde 
dryen vp ati f e yeruno, as of ony ofer f ing And f fei 
dide^i he??iself moche harm; And fei scholde neue7*e 28 
quenche?^ the fuyr. But fus fei dull ; fei eiioynteii here 
hondes t here feet [with an oynemeiit] (^) mad of suayles 
i of ofer thinges made ferfore, of the whiche the serpentes 
± the veiiymows bested hate?i t dreden the sauour, t fat 32 
maketii hem flee before hew be cause of the sineii -t fan 
fei gadren it seurly ynow t wyndwe[u]^ for fan is no drede 
of no yei’myn to come nere hew^. Also toward the heed 
of fat forest is the cytee of Polombe, And ab( ue the 36 
(1) Missing in C. - wyudwed, G. 
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cy tee is‘ a greto inuiintayiio )jat also is dept Polombe And 
of fat nioiuit the cyfcee liatli his name, And at the foot 
of that mouiit is a fair welle -t a gret fat hath odour t 
4 sauoiir of alle spices, And at euery hour of the day he 
diaungeth his odour t his sauour dyiiersely And whoso 
drynketh .iij. tynies fasting of fat water of fat welle he 
is liool of aH: nianer sykeness fat he hath And fei fat 
8 duellen fere t drynken ofte^i of fat weH fei neuere lian 
sekeness t fei semen ail weys 3 onge. I haue dronken 
fere of .iij. or .iiij. sithes -fc ^it me thinketh I fare the 
]>etter. Siiwi men depeii it the weH of ^outhe for fei 
12 fat often drynken fere of semen aHweys ^ongly t lyuen 
with^outen sykeness, And men seyn fat that welle cometh 
out of paradys i ferfore it is so vertiious. Be aH fat 
coutree groweth gode gynguuere And ferfore thider gon tlie 
16 inarohazaites for spicerye. In fat lond men worscliipen 
the Ox for his sympleness i for his mekeness t for the 
profito fat cometh of him And fei seyn fat he is the 
holyest best in erthe, For hewt semetli fat whosoeuere 
20 he meko -t pacyeut he is holy t profitable, for f anne fei 
seyn he hath all vertiies in lii'/n. pei inaken the ox to 
laboure .vj. 3 eer or .vij. t fan fei ete him. And the 
kyng of fat contree hath aHwey an ox with him And 
24 he fat kopeth him hath euery day grete fees -t kcpcth 
euery day his dong t his vryne in .ij. vesseH of gold ± 
bryngon it before here prelate fat fei clepen Archipizothb- 
PAPATON. And he bereth it before the kyng t maketh fere 
28 oner a gret blossyng -fc fan the kyng weteth his hondee 
fere in fat fei clepen Gaul i anoynteth his front t his 
brest anil after he froteth him with the dong and with 
the vryne w^t^ gret reuereiice for to be?i fulfilt of vertues 
32 of the ox -t made holy be the vertue of fat holy f iiig fat 
nought is worth. And whan the kyng hath don fa^^ne 
don the lordes And after hem here mynystres t ofer men, 
3 if fei may haue ony remenant. In fat contree fei maken 
36 ydoles half imn half ox And in fo ydoles euyH spirites 
spoken i ^exmi answere to mew of what is asked hem. 
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Before feise y Jules iiieM sleeii liore cliildren many tymes 
t s|)rynge;i the blood vpoii ilicydoles -t so fei iiiaken here 
sacrihse. And whau ony maw dyetli in the contree j?ei 
brownen his body in name of penance to fat eiitent fat he 4 
siilfre no peyne in ertlio to bow eten of wormes. And ^if 
^ his ^Yif haue no child fei brewne hire vfitJi hhw t seyn fat 
it is resou'w fat sche make hiwt companye in fat ofe?* 
■world as sche did in this. But -t sche haue children v^ith 8 
lii/w fei leteii hire lyue vrith lie?w to ]>ryiige hem vp 3 if 
sche -ivole. And 3 if fat sche lone more to lyiio \Yiih here 
children fan for to dye wit/i hire liiishonde, me/J. holden 
hire for fals i cursed ne schee schaH neuer hew loued ne 12 
trusted of the peple. And 3 if the wommvLU dye before 
the hnshonde mew hrewnew hi/w 'with hire 3 if fat he 
wole And 3 if he ■vvil not, nomait constreynetli hiiw fere 
to, hut he may weddo anof cr tymo wit/mutew blame or 16 
repreef. In fat contree groweii many stronge vynos t the 
\voiwme/i drynkeii wyn t mew not And the wowimew 
scliauew hire berJes t mow not. 


OF THE DOjMES MADE BE SEYIS^T THOMAS 
HOND ; OF DEUOGIOUA" t SACltlFICE MADE TO 
YDOLES ]miU, m THE CYTEE OF CALAMYE; 
Al^D OF THE Pi^OCESSlOUH IK GOYKGE 
ABOUTE THE CYTEE. 

F EOM fat contree mew passeii be many marches 20 
toward a contree a .x. ionrneyes fens fat is 
dept Mabaron -t it is a grot kyngdom i it liath many 
faire cytees -fc townes. In fat kyngdom lith the body of 
seynt Thomas the Apostle in flesch t bon in a faire tombe 24 
in tbe cytee of Calaimyb, for fere ho was martyred i 
hnryed. But mew of Assirie heerew his body in to Meso- 
PATAYME in to the cytee of Edjsse And after he was 
brought fider a 3 en, And the arm t the bund fat he putte 28 
in oure lordes syde whan he appered to liini after his 
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resurrexiou/i and seyde to liim : esse incredulus 

SED FI DELIS, is ^it lyggyDge in a vesseH wMoiitoM tlie 

tombe. And be bat bond bei niakeii att here Iug'»eniente5 How ins 

. hand gives 

4 ill the coiitree, whoso luiiii right or wrong, Fur whan {?er judgment. 

is ony dissenctou/i betwene partyes t eiiery of heia [ifoi .7263 

nieyntcneth his cause t soyth fat liis cause is rightfuH: 

An<l fat o\er seyth the contiarye, fa?ine bothe partyes 

8 writer here causes in .ij. billes And putteu hem in the 

liond of soynt Tlit)mas And anon he casteth a wey the 

bille of the wrong cause i holdeth stille the bille with 

the right cause. And ferfore nie^i come^i fro ier conlrees 

12 to haue juggeinent of doiitable causes, And ojrer jugge- 

nient vse fei no^i fere. Also the chirche where seynt Large idols 

Thomas lyth is bothe grot -t fair t aH fiiH of grete church. 

SuMULACR^is t fo hen grete yniages fat fei clepen here 

16 goddes, of the wliiche the leste is als grot as .ij. men. 

And ainonges feise of ere fere is a gret yniage more fan 

ony of the of ere fat is aii coiierod with fyii gold -t 

preuiows stones -fc riche ^lerles And fat ydole is the god TJicgoUof 

20 of false cristene fat han reneyed hire feyth And it syttetli Chrmtiaus. 

in a chayere of gold luh: nohely arrayed -t he hath aboiito 

his iiccke large gyrdles wrought of gold -t preciuws ston(*s 

t perles ; i this chirche is full ribliely wrought t alf oner 

24 gylt witAjniie. And to fat ydole gou men on 2 >ilgriniage 

als coniounly t with als gret deuocioun as cristene men 

goii to seynt lames or ofer holy iiilgrimages. xiiid many Pilgrims 

^ looking 

folk fat comen fro fer londee to seche fat ydole, for the always 
28 gret deuocyoun fat fei han, fei lokoii neuere vpward «arth. 
but eiiermore down to the erthe, for drede to see ony thing 
aboute hem fat scholde lotto he?n of here deiiocioun. And Pilgrims 

* that wound 

summe fer ben fat goii on i)ilgriuiage to this ydole fat 

32 beren knyfes in hire lioudes fat hen made fiitt kene t 

scliarpe i aH iveyes as fei gon fei smyten hem self in 

here armes -fc in here Icgges in here thyes wit^ many [2foi. 73rtj 

hidouse wonnde^ -fc so fei sclieden here blood for lone 

36 of fat ydole And fei seyii fat he is blessed t lioly 

fat dyeth so for luue of his god And of ere fere ben 
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• 

jjat ledcn hire children fur to sic to make sacrifise to fat 
ydole t after fei ha^i slayii hem fei spryngew the blood 
vpon the ydole. And siu/uiie fer ben fat cuuieTt fro feiT 
t ill goynge toward this ydolo at euery thryddo pas fab 4 
fei goii fro here hows, fei kiielew i so coiitynue'?6 tiE 
fei come tinder. And whan fei coined fere fei taken 
ensence i ofer aromatyk thinges of noble smeH and 
seuseii the ydolo as we woldc don here goddes preciouse 8 
body. And so coined folk to worschipe tliis ydole smn 
frowi an hu^idred myle -t siimuie fro many mo. And 
before the myustre of this ydole is a vyuerjs in iiiauer 
of a gret lake fuE of water And fere in pilgrymes casten 12 
gold t syluer, perles -t preciows stones wtt/ioute^i iiomhre 
in stede of offiynges And whan the myiiystres of fat ^ 
chirche iieden to inaken ony reparacionw of the chirche 
or of ony of the ydoles, fei taken gold t siluer, jierles 16 
or precioas stones out of the vyuere, to quyteji the 
custages of siicli fing as fei maken or repare^i; so fat 
no thing is fawty, but anon it schaE ben amended. And 
^ee schuE vnderstoiide fat whan [ben] (^) grete festes -fc 20 
solempnytees of fat ydole, as the dedicacioun of the 
chirche t the tlnonyiige of the ydole aE the contree 
ahoute me ten fere to gidere. And fei setten this ydole 
vpon a chare vfiXJi gret reuerence, wel arrayed with 24 
clothes of gold, of riche clothes of Tartarye, of Oamacaa 
t ofer precyons clothes, t fei leden hi?n aboute tlie cytee 
vfith gret solewtpbiytee. And before the chare gon first 
in processioun aE the maydenes of the contree .ij. t .ij. 28 
togydeie fuE ordyiiatly. And after the maydenes gon 
the pilgrymes And sumnie of hem fallen doun vnder 
the wholes of the chare t lat the chare gon oner hem, 
so fat foi ben dede anon. And siunme ban here armes 32 
or here lyiiios aE tobroken -t somine the sydes, t aE 
this don fei for lone of hire god in gret devoczoim. 
And hem Ihinketh fat the more peyne -fc the more 
tribnlacioun |?at fei snffren for loue of here god, the 36 


(1) Missing, C. 
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more ioye J>ei seliuil haue in anofclier world An<l scliortly 
to seye 3011, ]>ei so gi‘ete peynes i so liarde 

martyrdoinos for loiio of here ytlole fat a cristene maw 
4 I trowe durst not taken vpon him tlie tentlie part the 
peyne for lone of ourc lord Iliesii crist. And after I seye 
30U before the chare gon ail the mynstrelles of the conirey 
wit/ioutew nom])re w^t7i'dyuerse instrumented i pei maken 
8 aH the melodye pat pci cone. And whan pei haw gon 
aH aboiite the cytee pawne pei returnew a3eii to the 
mynstre t piittew the ydole a3en into his place And 
pawne for the lone t in worschiiie of pat ydole and for 
12 the renerence of the feste pei slen liem self a .cc. or 
.ccc. persones w^t^ scharpe knyfes, of the wliiche pei 
hryngew the hodyes before the ydole t pan pei seyii pat 
po bow seyntes because pat pei slowen hem self of here 
16 owne gode wille for lone of hero ydole. And as mew 
here pat hadde an holy seynt of his kyn WTdde thinke 
pat it were to hewi an high worschipe, right so hem 
thinketh pore, And as mew here deuoutly wolde writeij 
20 holy seyntes lyfes t here myracles i sewen for here 
canonyzac^'ouws, right so don pei pere for hc?w pat sleen 
hewiself wdlfully for lone of here ydole t aoyn pat pei 
ben ^gloriouse mariyres t seyiites t puttew hem in here 
24 wrytynges -t in here letanyes -t avaunte/i liewi gretly on 
to a nother of here holy kynuesmen pat so becomew 
seyntes t seyn ; I haue mo holy seynted in my kyiirede 
pan pou in pin. And the ciisioine also pere is this, pat 
28 whan pei pat liaii such deuociou^i -t enteiit for to sle 
himself for lone of his god, pei sendew for aH here 
frended -fc han gret j^lentee of mynstreH -t pei gon before 
the ydole ledynge diim pat wdl sle hiwiself for such 
32 deuociouw betwene hewi with gret renerence. And he 
aH naked hath a ful scharp knyf in his bond t he 
cutLeth a gret pece of his ilesch t casteth it in the face 
of his ydole seyenge his orysounes, reco?wmendynge hi?w 
36 to his god. And pan he smyteth hmself t maketh grete 
wouwded -fc dope here i pere tiH ho falle douw ded. And 
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fan his fnnides preseiiteii his body to the ydule -t fan fei 
seyn syngyiige : holy god liohold what tin trewe seniaiit 
hath don for fe, he hath forsaken his wif -t his childim 
■fc his ricchess t aH the godes of the world -t his owne lyf 4 
for the lone of fe t to make fe sacrifise of his fiesch t of 
his hlode, wluwfore holy god piitte hi?>z among thi besto 
beloiiede seyutes in thi blisse of panadys, for he hath 
wel dissented it. And fan fei maken a gret fuyre t 8 
brewneit the hotly i fawne euerych of his frendes taken 
a tp^aiitytc of the assclies t kepe^i hem in stede of 

relykes -t s«‘yn fat it is holy thing. And fei bane no 

drede of no perile whils fei haw fo holy asshes vpon 12 

hem, And puttew his name in here letanyes as a seynt. 


OF THE EIJYEE CUSTOIMS VSED IIST THE YLE 
OF LAMAEY, t HOW THE EHTHE AND THE 
SEE EEN OF ItOWND FOEME AND SCHAFP, 

IJE FREE OF THE STEBFE THAT IS CLEI^T 
ANTAETYK, j)AT IS FIX IN THE SOUTH. 

r llO fcft contree go ine?i be the see Ocoean t be many 
dyuerse yles t be many contrees fat were to longe 
for to ten of. And a .lij. iorneyes fro this lond fat I bane 16 
spokow of fere is another lond fat is fiitt gret fat mew 
clepew LAMARY. In fat lond is fuH gret hete t the custom 
fere is such fat mew -t womm&n gon aH naked. And fei 
sconiew whan thei seen ony strange folk goynge clothed 20 
And fei seyn fat god made Adam t Eue atf naked And 
fat noma^i scholdo scharae hiwi to schewen hiwi such as 
god made hiwi, For no thing is foul fat is of kyndely 
nature. And fei seyn fat fei fat clothed hen folk of 24 
another world or fei hew folk fat trowen not in god. 
And fei seyn fat fei beleeuew in god fat formed the 
world -t fat made Adam t Eue -t aH ofer finges. -fc fei 
wedden fere no wyfcs, for aH the wommew fere hew 28 
comouw t fei forsake nomaw And fei seyn fei synnew ^if 
fei refusen ony maw, And so god cowinianded to Adam 
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■fc Eue -fc to aH pat comen of him, whan he seycle : Crescite 

JST MULTIPLICAMINI iT REPLETE TEiiRAM. Alld feifoie 
may noma?i in pat contree seyn : this is my wyf, ne no 
4 womman may seye ; this is my^i husbonde. And whan 
fei han children pei may ^euen hem to what ma?i Jjei 
woIe pat hath cowipanyed with hem. And also all the 
lond is conioim, for aH put a man holdeth o 3eer another Ti»eian<i is 
8 ina?i hath it anofcr ^eer, And eiwy iiia^i taketh wliat piopei'ty. 
part pat hwi lyketh. And also att the godes of the lond 
hen comoun, comes i all oper finges, for noting Jjcre is 
kept in clos ne noting pere is vndm* lok t eiiery man pere 
12 taketh what he wole withouten ony contradicc^’onw i als 

riche is o man peie as is another, ^Hut in pat contree p foi. 75 «] 
jjere is a cursed custom, for pei eten more gladly marines Canmimi- 
flesch pan ony ofer flesch And ^it is pat contree ha])undant 
16 of fiesch, of fissch, of cornea, of gold i syluer t of aH 
oper godes. Jjider gon marchamites t brynge;i W 2 ‘t 7 ^ hem 
children to selle to hem of the contree t fei by 3 e?i he??i And 
3 if pei hen fatte J?ei eten hem anon, And 3 if f ei hen lene pei uttio 
20 feden hem tiH fei be?^ fatte t panne pei eten hem. And SeiMvLu 
pei seyn pat it is the best flesch t the swettest of ati the 
world. In pat lond ne in many othere bG 3 onde pat nomaw- 
may see the sterre transmontanb pat is dept the sterre of The Poinr 
24 the see, pat is vnmevable -t pat is toward the north, pat 
wee clepe^i the lodestcrre. But men seen anojier sterre 
the contrarie to him, fat is toward the south, pal is dept The 
Antartyk. And right as the schipmew talceu here avys 
28 here -t gouerne hem be the lodesterre, right so don 
schipme^i he 3 onde fo parties be the sterre of the south, 
the whiche sterre appereth not to vs. And this sterre fat 
is toward the north fat we clepe^t the lodesterre ne 
appereth not to hem. Bor whiche cause ine^i may wel Thi.sprov<'s 
parceyue fat the load t the see hen of iwnde schapp t 
forme, For the partie of the firmament sehewetfi in o 
contree fat schewotll not in another contree. And mew 
36 may wel preuew be experience t sotyle compassement of ciroum- 
wytt fat jif a man fond passages he scliippes fat woMe go 



120 


In Bohemia 
and further 
to the 
North, I 
have seen 
the Polar 
star C2 
deip-ees 
high. 

[1 fol. 75 5] 


To the 
South, I 
have seen 
the Ant- 
arctic star 
33 degrees 
high. 
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to serche^z the world, me?i iiiyglite go be scliippo aH: aboute 
the world ± aboiie??. -t benefclieii, The Avhiclie thing 1 proue 
fus, after fat I liane seyn. For I haue hen toward the 
partes of Braban -t beholden [in](^) the Astrolabre fat the 4 
sterre fat is dept the transmontayne is .liij, degrees high, 
And more forfere in Almatnb t Bewme it hath dviij. 
degrees, And more forth toward the ^parties Septem- 
TBiONELES it is .Ixij. degrees of heghte t certeyn niynntes, 8 
for I self haue mesured it he the Astrolabre. Noav sdinli 
3e kiioAve fat a^en fat transmontayne is the tofer sterre 
fat is dept Antartykb as I haue seyd before. And fo 
.ij. sterres ne nieeven neiiere, And he hem tiirneth aH the 12 
firmament right as doth a AA’heel fat turneth he liis axiit 
tree. So fat fo sterres bereji the firmament in .ij. egall 
parties, so fat it hath als modiel abouew as it hath 
benetlie^2. After this I haue gon toward the parties 16 
meridionales, fat is toward the south And I haue fou^iden 
fat in lybye men seen first the sterre Antartyk. And 
so fer I haue gon more forth in f o contrees fat I haue 
foiinde fat sterre more high, so fat toward the high lybye 20 
it is .xviij. degrees of heghlo -t certeyn m^nnites, of the 
whiche .lx. mynutes maken a degree. After goyiige be 
see i be londe toward this contree of fat I haue spoke 
i to ofer yles t londes bejonde fat contree I haue fouiideu 24 
the sterre Antartatk of .xxxiij. degrees of heghte -t ino 
mynutes. And 3if I hadde had companye t schippynge 
for to go more he^onde I troAve AA'el in certeyn fat Avee 
scholde Lane com ail the roimdness of the firmament aH 28 
ahoute. For as I haue seyd 3011 beforn the half of the 
firmament is betwene fo .ij. sterres, The whiche halfondeH 
I haue seyn. And of the tofer halfondeii I liaue seyn 
toAvard the north vnder the TjiANSMONTANB .Ixij. degrees 32 
i .X. mynutes, And toAvard the partie Meridionaia I haue 
[seyn](2) vnder the antartyk .xxxiij. degrees -t .XA^j. mynutes, 
And fawne the halfondeii of the firmament in aH ne 

XX 

lioldeth not but .ix. degrees. And of f o .ix. I haue seen 36 
0) Missing, C. (2) been, C. 
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\\ 

.Ixij. on pat o part -fc .xxxiij. on pat oper part pat bon .iiij. 
t .XV. degrees t nygb the liiilfondeH of a degree. And so 
p 6 re ne fayleth but pat I bauo seen aii the firtnanient saf 

XA. 

4 .iiij. i .iiij. degrees t pe halfontleH of a degree And pat is 
not the fourthe parfcie of the fimi ament, For the .iiij. 

\s 

partie of the roundness of the firmament holt .iiij. t .x. 
degrees, So pere fayletli hut .v. degrees -t an half of the 
8 fourtlie partie. And also I haue seen the .iij. parties 
of all the rouiideness of the firmament t more 3 ib .v. 
degrees -t an lialf. Tie the ^vhiche I seye 3011 certeynly, pat 
men may envirowne aH the ertlie of all pe world .as wel 
12 vnder as aboue?i t turnen a 3 en to his centre pat hadde 
companye i schippynge t conduyt. And aHweys lie 
scholde fynde me^i londes -fc yles as wel as in this contree, 
For 3 ee wyten well pat pei pat ben toward the antartyk 
16 pei ben streglit feet a 3 en feet of hem pat dwellen vnder 
the TJiANSMONTANE also wel as wee -t pei pat dwellyn 
• vnder vs ben feet a 3 enst feet. For all the parties of 
see t of lend han here appositees habitables or trepass- 
20 ables -fc [yles](^) of pis half -fc be 3 oiKlhalf. And wytetli 
wel pat after pat pat I may jiarceyu^-t comprehende the 
londes of Prestre John Emperour of Ynde ben vnder 
vs. For in goynge from Scotlond or from Englojid toward 
24 lerwsalem men gon vpward always. For cure lond is in tlie 
lowe partie of the erthe toward the west And the lond of 
pRESTEA’ loHN is the lowe partie of the erthe toward 
the Est and liau there the day whan wee haue the nyght ; 
28 And also high to the contrarie pei han the nyght whan 
wee han the day. For the erthe t the see he^i of round 
forme and schapp as 1 haue seyd beforn And pat pat men 
gon vpward ^to o cost, men gon dounward to another 
32 cost. Also 366 haue herd me seye pat lERi 7 <s. 4 LAM is in 
the myddes of the world -t pat may men jjreuen -fc schewen 
pere be a spere pat is right into the erthe vpon the hour of 
mydday whan it is EQUENOX/rM, pat scheweth no schadwe 
36 on no syde. And pat it scholde ben in the myddes of 
(1) >ei, MS. 


[1 fol. 7G a] 


I have 
tlieiefore 
^een thiee- 
quaiteis of 
the &kv. 


Doctrine 
of the 

Antipodists 

dctViicled. 


Our 

Antipodes 
are lu 
Pt ester 
John’s 
Empire. 


[8 fol. 76 6] 

In Jeiu- 
saleiii, a 
spear thi'ows 
no sliadow 
at noon 
on the 
Equinox, 
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The Holy 
City IS as 
far from tlie 
eastein as 
from the 
western 
limit of the 
earth. 


A traveller 
having 
searched the 
world, 
finally found 
himself 
where his 
own 

language 

was 

spoken 


If he had 
proceeded 
further, he 
would have 
reached his 
home, hut 
he went 
back. 

Later on, 
visiting 
Norway, 
he identified 
the very 
island. 

[1 fol. 77 it] 


The iieople 
of our 
Antipodes 
need not 
fall into 
the sky 
any more 
than we do. 


the world Daiiid wytuessetfe it in the psauter where he 
seyth : Deus O’peiixtus est sall'tem in medio teree. 
Jja^me fei pat parton fro po parties of the west for to 
go toward lBBU*§.iLEM, als many iorneyes as pei gon 4 
vpward for to go thider, in als many iouniej^es may pei 
gon fro Ierz 7 ,<?. 4 lam vnto oper confynyes of the super- 
ficialtee of tiie erthe be 5 onde. And whan men gon 
he^onde po ioiirneys toward ynde -t to the foreyn yles, 8 
aH: is envyronynge the roiuidnesse of the ertlie t of the 
see vntler oure contrees on this half. And perfore hath it 
befallen many tymes of o ping pat T bane herd cownted 
whan I was ^ong, how a worthi man departed somtyme 12 
from oure contrees for to go serclie the world, And so 
he passed ynde i the yles be^onde ynde where hen mo 
pan .V. M. yles. And so longe he wente be see -b lond 
•t so enviround the world he many seisons, pat he fond 16 
ail yle where he herds speke his owne langage, callynge 
on oxen in tlie plowgh suche wordes as men speken to 
hestes in his owne con tree, Where of he hadde greb 
nieruayle, for he knew not how it myghte be. But 1 20 
seye pat he had gon so longe be londe i he see, pat he 
had envy round al? the ertlie, pat he was comen a 3 en 
envirounynge pat is to seye goynge aboute vnto his owne 
marches, i ^if he wolde haue passed forth, (^) he had 24 
founden his centre ^ and his owne knoiilecho. But he 
turned a 3 eii from pens fro whens he was come fro -t so 
he loste moche peynefutt labour, as himself seyde a gret 
while after pat he was comen horn. For it hefeH after 28 
pat he wente in to ITorweyo and pere tempest of the see 
toke him and he arryued in an yle And whan he was in 
pat yle he knew wel pat it was the yle where he had 
herd speke his owne langage before, t the callynge of 32 
oxen at the plowgh, t pat was possible pinge. But how 
it senieth to symple men vnlemed pat men ne mowe not 
go vnder the erthe t also pat men scholde lalle toward 
the heuene from vnder. But pat may not he vpon less 3 $ 
« til, C, 
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fan wee mowe falle toward Ixeiiene fro the erthe where 
wee hen. For fro what partie of the ertlie fat man dueH 
oiifer ahouen or benethen it semeth alweys to hem fat 
4 duellen fat f ei gon more rigfit fan ony ofer folk And 
right as it seiiieth to vs fat fei ben vnder vs, right so it 
someth hem fat wee ben vnder hem. For ^if a man 
myghte falle fro the erthe vnto the firmament, be grettere 
8 resoiin the erthe ± the see fat bow so grete -t so heuy 
scholde falle?i to the firmament, but fat may not be And 
ferforc seith oure lord god : JSTon timeas mb qui suspendi 
TKRRAM BX NiCHiLO. A lid att be it fat it bo possible 
12 fing fat mew may so envyroune aH the world, natheles 
of a .M. persoiies on ne myghte not happen to returne?i 
in to his contree. For, for the gretness of the erthe 

1 i 

t of the see mew may go be a .M. and a .M. other 
16 weyes, fat nomaw cowde redye him perfitely toward the 
parties fat he cam fro, but ^if it were be aventiire t 
happ or be the grace of god. For the erthe ^is fuH 
large -t full gret t holt in roundness t aboiite eiivyroiiw 
20 be abouew -t bo benethen .xx. IVLCCCC. t .xxv. niyles, 
after the opynyouw of olde wise aHtrononieres. And 
here seyenges I repreue nought, But after my lytyli wytt 
it someth me, sauyiige here reuerence, fat it is more. And 
24 for to hane better vndirstondynge 1 seye f us : Be f er 
ymagyned a figure fat hath a gret compas t aboiite the 
poynt of the gret compas fat is dept the centre be made 
another litiH compas. }pan after be the gret compas 
28 devised be lynes in manye parties And fat aS the lynes 
meetew at the centre, so fat in as many parties as the 
grete compas schal be departed, in als manye schaii be 
departed the litiH fat is abonte the centre, ah be it 
32 fat the spaces ben lesse. Now fawne, be the gret compas 
represented for the firmament And the litiH compas 
represented for the erthe. Now fawne, the firmament is 
deuysed be Astronomeres in .xij. signes and ewery signe 
30 is deuysed in .xxx. degrees, fat is .CCC. t .lx. degrees 
fat the firmament hath a bouew. Also be the erthe 


Each nation 
iiuagnies 
itself to 
stand 

upright, and 
all others to 
go topsy 
turvy. 


The 

difficulty 
in a voyage 
round the 
earth is to 
find one’s 
way back. 


Pfol. 77 

Tlie earth’s 
circumfer- 
ence IS 
20,425 miles. 


The celestial 
and terres- 
trial circles 
are divided 
into 360 
degrees. 
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One terreb- 
trial degree 
ib OOU 
furlongs. 


The rotmd- 
ness ot the 
earth is 
31,500 
miles. 


The lands 
of the 
extreme 
West he 
outside the 
climates. 

pfol. 78 «] 


Ch. XXII. 


The people 
ot Cinnabar 
are tattooed. 
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deuysetl in als many pro’ties as the firmament t lat euery 
partya answere to a tlOon’ee of tlie fiiTnament. And 
wyteth it -vvel pat after the Auctoiires of Astronomye 
.DC. fiiiionges of erthe answere^i to a degree of the 4 
firmament And Jjo Le;i .liij. .vij. Mit. -t .iiij. fnrlonges^ 
Now ho pat here niwltijAyed he .CCC sithes -t .Ix. i fan 
fei he?i .xxxj. ]VD. t .DC. myles, eiiery of .viij. furlonges, 
after m^des of oiire eontree. »So inoelie hath the erthe in 8 
roundness -fc of heghte enviroiui after inyw opynyoii?? -t 
wyn viidirstondynge. And 500 schiiH viidirstonde fat after 
the upyiiyoiin of olde wise ^ Philosophres -t Astrononieres 
cure eontree ne Irelond ne Wales ne Scotlondne Norweye 12 
lie the ofer yles costynge to liem ne heii not in the 
superficyalte cownted ahoueii the erthe, as it schewef 
be ail the hokes of Astronomye. Dor the su})erficialtee 
of the erthe is departed in .vij. parties for the .vij. 16 
planetes And fu parties hen dept clymates. And oiiro 
parties be not of the .vij. dymates, for fei ben de- 
scendyngo toward the west betwene high toward the 
roundness of the world, t fere be?i tlie yles of yiide, 20 
And fei hen, a3enst vs fat hen in the lowe eontree, 
t the .vij. dy niate.s stivcdien lie??i ciiviroimynge the 
world. 


OF THE PALAYS OF THE KYNG OF THE YLE 
OF lAUA ; OF THE TREES f)AT BEREN MELE, 
HOl^, WYN i VENYM, t OF OTHERjS 
MERUAYLLES i CUSTOMS VSED IN THE 
YLES MARCHINGE pERE ABOUTEN. 

B ESYDE fat yle fat I haiie spoken of fere is another 24 
yle fat is dept Sumobor fat is a gret yle t the 
kyng fereof is right myghty. The folk of fat yle maken 
hcni alweys to bew marked in the visage wM an liote 
yren bothe men and womiiie??. for gret nobless, for to ben 28 
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kuoweii from o})er folk, for foi holden liemself most noble 
t moat wortlli of att the world. And pei lia^i werre 
aHweys v:iih the folk pat goii aH naked. And fasto besyde 
4 is aiiotlier yle fat is dept Betemga fat is a gode yle t a 
plentyfo^^ 5 . And many ofer yles han fere aboute where 
fere be;i many of dyuerse folk of the whidie it were to 
longe to speke of aii. But fast besyde fat yle for to passe 
8 be see is a greb yle -t a gret contrcc fat mc?i depen Iaua 
t it is iiygli .ij. M. niyle in circuyt. And the kyng of fat 
contree is a fuli gret lord -t a riche -t a myghty And 
hath vnder him .vij. ofer kynges of .vij. ofer yles aboutew 
12 hym. ^This yle is fuH wel enhahyted t full wel manned, 
fere growen all maner of spicerie more pleiityfouslich 
fan in ony ofer contree, As of gyngeiiere, clowegylofres, 
caimH, zedewaH, notemuges -t maces. And wyteth wel 
16 fat the noteinuge bereth the maces, For right as the note 
of the haseli hath an husk w^tAouten, fat tho note is 
closed in til it be ripe t after falleth out, right so it is of 
the noteinuge -t of the mac(is. Manye ofer spices i many 
20 ofer godes growen in fat yle, For of aH fing is fere 
plentee saf only of wyn. But fere is gold t sillier gret 
plentee. And the kyng of fat contre hath a paleys fuh 
noble t fuH meruoyllons t more riche fan ony in the 
24 world, For ah the degroz to gon vp in to hallcs i chambres 
bea on of gold, anof<^r of syluer. And also tho paumentes 
of halles t chambres ben all S(j[uare on of gold -t anofer of 
syluer t alio the walles w^t/iiniie he7i couered w^tA gold 
28 t syluer in fyn plates. And in fo plates hen stories -b 
batayles of kuyghtes enleved -t the crouiics t the cercles 
al)Oiiten here liedes ben made of precioz^s stones t riche 
perles -fc grete. And the halles -t the chambres of tho 
32 palays hen aH couered witAinne w^tA gold -t syluer, so 
fat nonian wolde trowe tho richess of fat palays but he 
had seen it. And witeth wel fat the kyng of fat yle is 
so myghty fat he hath many tymes ouercomen the grete 
30 Cane of Cathay in ])ataylle, fat is the most gret 
Emperour fat is viider the firmament oufer be^onde the 
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Java is 
poweiful, 


[1 fol.78 6] 

and rich 
in si)ices. 


Mace IS the 
husk of 
nutmeg. 


The steps 
and floors of 
ihe king’s 
*I»alace are 
gold and 
silver. 
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Java and 
the Great 
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[A fol. TO a] 


Ptithen, 
wliei6 tlour, 
honey, nwl 
poison {^row 
on trees. 


Homeo- 
path} . 


Attempt of 
the Jews to 
poibon 
Clinst- 
endoiu. 


A gum 
oozes from 
holes in the 
harks, atid 
IS ground 
into flour. 


[2 fol. 79 6] 

Honey, 
poison and 
wine e\:ude 
in thf" s tine 
w.iy. 


Long canes. 


see or oil tliis half. Fur jjei liaM liail ufLe/ityme werre 
Letweiie he»i, because fat tlie grete CANEWolde onstrey- 
^ iie/i lii»i to lioldeii liis loud of but fat otbei* at aH: 
tynies defen detli bim wel a^enst him. After fat yle in 4 
goyiige be see me^ fyndeu another yle gode -fc gret fat 
nieit clepen Pathen, fat is a gret- kyngdoiu fiiH: of faire 
cytees -t fuH of townes. In fat lond growen trees fat 
]'ere?i inele wlierof men niaken gode bred t white i of 8 
gode sanour And it semeth as it were of wliete, ])iit it is 
not allynges of such sauour. And fere be?i ofer trees 
fat bereii hony gode t swete And ofer trees fat beren 
venym a3ei]st the wliiclie fere is no iiieilitjyiio hut [on] 12 
And fat is to taken he:e [iropre leves t stampe lie>H i 
tewipere him wzt/i \valer t f.indryiike it And eP he scliaP 
dye, for triacle wil not avaylle ne no?i ofer medicine. 

Of this venym the leaves had let sechen of on of here 16 
freiide^* fur to enpoyhone ah cristiantee as I haue herd 
he?ii seye in here confessions before here dyenge. Put 
thanked he aH niyghty god foi fayleden of hire purpos 
hut aHweys fei niaken gret murtalitee of poeple. And 20 
ofer trees fer hm also fat beren wyn of noble sentenient. 
And 3if 3011 lyke to here how the mele comoth out of the 
trees I schaH seye 5011. Men liewen the trees with an 
liacliet aH alioute the fote of the tree tiH fat the bark 24 
be perced in many pa?’ties t fan cometh out ferof a 
tliikke lykour, the whiche fei resceyuea in vesselles t 
drye7i it at the hete of the so/ziie. And fa// fei lia?i it to 
a niylle to gryiide And it^ become th faire mele t white. 28 
And the hony -t the w^ii i the venym hen drawon out of 
ofer trees in the same manere t put in vesscdles for to 
kejie. In fat yle is a ded see fat is a lake fat hath no 
ground And 3if ony thing falle in to fat lake it schaH 32 
neiiere come/i vp a3en. In fat lake growe/z reedes fat ben- 
ca/ines fat fei edepen Thaby fat ben .xxx. fadme long 
And of feiso ca?znes nie?z niaken faire bouses. And fer 
hen ofer canes fat ben not so longe fat growen nere the 36 
lond t ban so longe rotes ] at diire/z wel a .iiij. quar teres of 



[CH. XXII. STRANGE SPICES, STONES AND PEOPLE.] 127 


(I furlong ore more. And at the kiiottes* of J 30 rotes men 
fyiiden precions stones fat lian gret yertues And he fat 
beretii oiiy of he/n vpon liiwi, yre7i iie steel ne may not 
4 hurt hiwi ne drawe no blod vj>on hi/n And ferfore fei fat 
ha 7 i f 0 stones vpon lie?n fighten fuH hardyly bothe on see t 
lond For men may not hanne/i [hem] on no partye. And 
f erf ore fei fat knowen the manere t schuH fighte w^t^ 
8 he?n fei schote^i to hem arwcs t quarelles witAoute7^ yren 
or steel t so fei hurten hem i sleen hem. And also of 
fo Cannes fei maken houses and schippes -t oper thinges 
as Avee ha7^ here makynge houses and schippes of oke or of 
12 ony ofer trees. And deme noman fat I seye it but for a 
truffuii, for I haiie seen of fo Cannes with niyn owne 
ey 3 en fuH many tynies lyggynge vpon the Eyuere of fat 

ti 

lake, of the AAdiiche .xx. of oure felowes ne myghte^i not 
16 liften vp ne beren on to tlie ertho. After this ^ yle me7i 
gon be see to anofer yle fat is dept Calonak -t it is a 
fair lond t a plentifons of godes. And the kyng of fat 
conlrey hath als many wyfes as he wolo For he makth 
20 serche aH the contree to geten him the fairest maydens 
fat may be7i founde t maketh hem to hen brought before 
him And he taketh on o nyght -t anofer a nofer nyght t 
so forth contynuelly seAvyng, so fat he hath a .M. wyfes 
24 or mo. And he liggeth neuer hut 0 nyght with on. of 
hem t anofer nyght with a nofe7‘, but 3 if fat on happene 
to ben more lusty to his piesance fan another. And 
ferfore the kyng geteth fuU many children, suwfctyme an 
28 .0. su7ntyme an .CC. t su??ityine mo. And ho hath also 
into a .xiiij. Mit Olifauntz or mo, fat he maketh for to 
be?i brought vp amunges his vileynes be all his townes. 
For in cas fat he had ony werre a 3 enst ony ofer kyng 
32 aboute him fanne [he] maketh ce?-teyn me7i of armes for 
to gon vp ill to the castelles of tree made for the werre 
fat craftylly be?^ sett vpon the Olifante^ hakkes, for to 
fyghten a 3 en hire enemyes, t so don ofer kynges fe7*e 
36 aboute. For the inane;* of werre is not fere as it is here 
1. 31, bat repeated, C. 


Precious 
stones found 
on the root** 
of canes. 

Neither iron 
nor steel 
can hurt 
those that 
wear them. 


I have seen 
giant canes 
with my 
own eyes. 


[‘ fol.SOa] 


The kmg of 
Oaloiuik Itas 
more than 
a thousand 
wives. 


He has as 
many as tw o 
linrulrtid 
children, 
and 14,000 
tame 

elephants. 


Castles put 
on elephants 
in war time. 
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or ill ojjer con trees, iie the orilynanoe of werre iioiife/. 

And me// clepe/i the Olifantes warkbs. And in fat yle 

fere is a gret me/Tiayle more to speke of fa?z in ony ofer 

Each siiecieH par tie of the wolid : Fur ail maiiere of fissches fat he/z 4 
ol lisli comes . • 

to land hem in the see ahoute/i hem comew ones in the seer eclie 

once a year. * 

[I foi. SO &] ^ man ere of dyiie/*sc fi&sches, on inaner of kynde after other, 

■fc fei casten he/w self to the see baiikc of fat yle, so gret 

ple/ztee -t inwltitnde fat noniaw may vnnethe see but fissch 8 

^icy stay -fc fere fei abyden .iij. dayos and euery maw of the contree 

till every’ taketli of hem als many as liim lyketh, And after fat 
man has . 

piemy. inauer of fisscli after the thridde day departeth t gotli 

Each species into the See. And after horn come/i- another multitude of 12 

the same for fvssch ot aiiofer kyiide i don in the same maner as tlie 
three dajs. ^ 

firste dideii ofer dij. dayes. And after hem anofer till 
aH the dyuerse inaner of lisshes han hew fere -fc fat nie?i 
ban taken of hem fat he?w lyketh. And iiomaw knoweth 16 
the cause wherfore it may hew, But fei of the contree 
The natives seyii fat it is for to do reiierence to here kyng fat is 
thetishps‘ the most worthi kyng fat; is in the world as fei seyn, be 

king for re- cause fat lio fulfilleth the commaiidement fat god bad to 20 
hiskind.*^ Adam t Eue wliaii god seyde : Crescite et ml'ltipli- 
CAMiNi EV REPLETE TEWRAM. And for because fat lie 
inwltiplieth so the worhl \7ith children f erf ore god semieth 
him so the fisschus of dyuerse kyndes of aH fat how in 24 
the see, to taken at his wille for him t aH his peple. 
And ferforo aH fe fisschos of tlio see comew to niakon him 
homage as the most nolile t excellent kyng of the world 
t fat is ])ost l/eluued witA god als fei seyn. I kuowe not 28 
the resoim ^Yhi it is but god knoweth. But this me 
[Ufoi.sitt] semeth ^is the nioste nierueylle fat euere I saugh, For 
inns miracle this iiiervaylle is a^enst kynde i not with kynde, fat the 
nature. fissHes fat hail fredom to enviroim aH the costes of the 32 
see at here owne list comew of hire owne wiH to profren 
hem to the deth wit^ioute?i constreyny nge of maw. And 
ferfure I am syker fat this may not ben withouten a gi*et 
tokene. j)ere hew also in fat contree a kynde of Snayles 36 
fat be?i so grete fat many persones may loggeii hem iw 
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lure faclielles, us iiien wokle doii in a hous, And 

u])ef snayies fero lje>i fab Lew futt grebe, bub nob so huge 
as the ofer. And of feise snayies t of gret wliibe 
1 woruies fab ban blake hede^ fat bca als grebe as a mioaies 
thigh t so??wne lesse as grebe worines ]>ab lucot fynden fere 
in wodes mc'^i niaken Vjaunde liiaH: for the kyng fe for 
ofer grebe lordes. And ^if a nia^i fat is niaryed dye in 
8 fat contree, ine^i buryen his wif with him iiH <iuyk, Ifor 
nio'M seyn fere fat it is resoim fat scdje make him com- 
pany o ill fat ofer ivorkl as sche did in this. Frowi ])at 
contree nie^i goii be the see occeaii be an yle fab is dept 
12 Caffolos. Men of fat contree whan liere freiides ben 
seke fei hangew hem vpuii trees t seyn fat it is better fat 
briddes fat be'ii Angeles of god eten hewi fan the foiile 
worines of the erthe. From fat yle mew gon to another 
16 yle where the folk hew of fuH cursed kyiide for fei norys- 
schen ^ grete dogges t tochen hem to strangle here freudes 
whan fei hew syke, for fei wil nought fat fei dyeii of 
kyiidely deth, for fei seyn fat fei scliolde suffrew to 
20 gret peyne 3 if fei ahydeu to dyen ])e liewiself as nature 
wolde. t whan fei hew ]ius ensbraiigled fei etew here 
flesch iw stede of venysouw. Afterward mew gon be 
many yles be see vnto an yle fat mew clepew Milks t 
24 fere is a fuH cursed peple (or fei delytew in nothing more 
fa?i for to fighteii and to sle mew And fei drynkeii 
gladlyest mawiios blood the whicbe fei clepew Dibit, And 
the mo mew fat a maw may slee, the more worschipe he 
28 hath ainonges hem. And ^if .ij. persones be?^ at debate 
•fc perauenture hew accorded bo here freudes or be su;w of 
here alliance, it behoueth fat euery of hem fat schuH: 
hew accorded drynke of oferes blood, And eH tlie accord 
32 ne the alliance is iioght worth ne it schali not be no 
repref to him to breke the alliance t the acorJ, but 
3 if euery of hem drynke of oferes blood, i from fab 
yle mew gon be see from yle to yle vnto an yle fat is 
36 dept Tracoda, where the folk of fat contree hew as 
bestes -t vnresoiiable t duellew in caves fat fei maken 
MANDEVILLE. 


The shells ' 
of snails are 
lar^e enough 
to hold 
several 
peoiile. 

Large white 
worms 
supply meat 
for a king. 


Widows aie 
hurie<l alive 
with their 
dead 

husbands. 


In CatTo, the 
Ru-k are 
hanged, as 
food for 
birds, who 
are angels 
from 
heaven. 


Elsewhere, 
dogs are 
tiamed to 
strangle the 
sick, to save 
them from 
pain. 

[1 fol.S16] 


In Milke, 
human 
blood IS 
drunk. 


Treaties are 
sanctilled 
by the 
drinking 
of blood. 


In Tracoda 
are cave- 
dwellers, 
who hiss 
like snakes. 
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[1 fol 82 aj 


Tlie precious 
stone Traco- 
doun has 
40 colouis. 


In Nacu- 
mera live 
the Gyuo- 
cepliali. 


They 
worship 
on ox. 


Their loin- 
cloths 
and 

weapons. 


How their 
king tells 
his beads. 

[2 fol. S2 6] 

0 


The royal 
ruby a foot 
long. 


in tliG erllie for poi luiuo no wytfc to niaken \mm Louses. 
And ^vLan jjei seen oiiy ineii passynge porgL here contrees 
j>ei hyden hem in here caves. And ])ei eten flesscli of 
serpentes i pei eten hut litlH i pei spcken nought ^ but 4 
pei hissen as scrpentes don And pei sette no prys he 
non aveer ne ricchess, hut only of a precyous ston pat is 
ainonges liewi pat is of .lx. coloures ; And for the name of 
the yle poi clepeii it Tracoboux. And pei loueii more pat 8 
ston pan ony thing eii And ^it tliei knowo not the vertue 
pereof hut pei coueyten it i louea it only for the beautee. 
After pat yle men gon he the see occean he many yles 
vnto an yie pat is dept ^Tacumera pat is a gret yle -t 12 
good i fayr. And it is in komi)as aboute more pa>i a .M. 
myle t all the mel^ t wommen of pat yle ban houndes 
hedes and pei heii dept Canopholos -t pei he^i fuH: 
resonahle h of gode viiclerstoudynge, saf pat pei wor- 16 
schipen an ox for here god. And also euerych of hem 
hereth an ox of gold or of syliier in liis forhed in tokeno 
))at pei lonen wol here god. And pei gon ail naked 
saf a lityH dout pat pei coucren mt/i here knees -fc hire 20 
memhres. j)Qi hen grete folk -t wel fyghlynge t pei haw 
a gret targe pat couereth all the body i a spere in here 
bond to hghte wit/i. And 3 if pei taken ony man in 
hataylle ano^i ))ei eten hiwfc. The kyng of pat yle is fuH 24 
riche t fuft myghty -t right deuout after his lawe And 
he hath ahoutew his nekke .ccc. perles oryent gode -t 
grete i knotted as Patej; nostres here of Amber. ^ 
in maner as wee seyn cure Pate/z NO-bTES -t oure Aub 28 
MARIA, cowntynge the Patee no,s:/’RES, right so tliis kyng 
seyth enery day deuontly .ccc. preyeres to his god or pat 
he ete. And he ])ereth also aboute his nekke a IIubte 
oryent nd)le -fc fyn pat is a fote of lengthe t fyve fyngres 32 
large. And whan pei chesen here kyng pei taken him 
fat ruhye to herew in liis bund And so pei ledeu him 
rydynge ail ahontew the cytce And fro pens froinward 
pei hew ail oheyssant to hiwi. And pat ruhye he schali 30 
here aHwey aboute his nekke, For 3 if he hadde not pat 
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Hilha or 
Coyloii. 


riibyc vpoiA liiw nioii woldo not lioldeii him fur Ityng. 

Tlie grute Cane of Cathay liatli gretly cuueyted fat 
EUBYE ]>ui lie luyglito neuer lia?i it fur ^verru ne for no 
4 : mancr of godcs. This Icyng is so rigtitfuH t of ecjuytee Roi)i>ery 

, unkijijvvii 

in Ills doomes fat moji may go sykcriycu Jjorgliout att liis tiieic 

coiitreo i ]»creJ liiwi wliat him list, fat noma^z scliaii 

be;z liardy to rohLe/z him, And 3 if lie Avere, the kyng 

8 woLle iustifye[n] ano/i. Fro this loud men gun to aiiofer 

yle fat is dept Siliia -t it is AveH a .Ilccc. niyles ahoiite. 

In |)at loud is fuH modieii Avast, for it is fuH of S6irpeiites 

of dragon Rs -t of Cokadrilles fat noina/z. dar duelle 

12 fere, beise Cocodeillbs hen serpentes saloAve t rayed The 
^ crocofliles. 

ahouezi -t haa .iiij. feet -fc schorte thyes t grete nayles as 

dees or taloims. ^ And fere bea somme fat han .v. fadme V- foi. ssa] 

ill leugtlie i summo of .vj. t of .viij. fc of .x. And 

16 Avliaii fei gon be places fat bew granelly, it semetli as 

fough mezz liadde draAven a grot tree f orgh the grauelly 

place. And fere bea also many Avylde bestes t namelydi 

of Olyfauntes. In fat yle is a gret mouzztayiie -fc in 

20 mydd place of the moiuzt is a gret lake in a fuH faire 

pleyii) t fere is gret pientee of Avater. And bei of the The lake 
^ miertwith 

cuutree seyn fat Adam t Fde Aveptezi ahjoii bat niouzzt Aaam uini 

Eve’s tears. 

an .c. 3 eer Avhan fei Avere« dryiien out of paradys And 

24 fat Avater fei seyn is of here teres, For so iiioche Avater 

fei AvejDteii fat made the forseyd lake. And in the hotine Precious 
„ . stones at its 

01 fat lake nnoi tyndeii many precioi^s stones -t grete 

perles. In fat lake groAven many reodes t grete ca?mes 

28 And fere AvMjnne be?t many Oocodrilles -fc serpente^ i 

grete Avaterleches. And the kyng of fat contree ones 

eiiery 3 eer 3 eueth love to pore nieiz to gon in to the lake The i»oor 

to gadre lie/iz precyoits stones t pcrles lie Aveye of almess stones. 

32 for the lone of god fat made AnAAr. And aH the 3 cer They auomt 

me?i fynde ynowe. And for the vermyn fat is Av^t^jl]ne Samst°^^”^ 

_ . . , - , , venomous 

foi anoynte here armes t here thyes t legges AvitA an beasts. 

oynement made of a f ing fat is dept Lymons fat is a 

36 manere of fruyt lych sinale pesen. And fanne hane fei 

1. S, iustifyed, C. 
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iiu drede of no Gocuduilles no iio//. ofe/* veiiyujow&* 
[Uoi 83i>] vennyii. This watc/* ^re/metli Jiowyiii;o t e])])ynge bf3 a 
syde of the inuiuitnyiie J in ]>at ryner men fyiideii 
p/’C(‘ioit 5 stones -fc ])erles grot pientee. And nie>i of pat 4- 
yle seyii coinoiwdy ]>at ilio se/’peiite^f t tlu‘- wilde bestes 
Those bf'iists of bat coiit-vee lie wil not don non Iniriii ne touchen v^iih 

attack no * i • . i i j 

atrauyiis. euyH 110 straiige imut ^at entretll iii to fat contrec, out 

only to men. fat. ben burn of the same contree. In fat 8 
eontree -t of e>*e fere aboutcn fere beyt w} hie gees fat ban 
T\\o-iieatie<i .ij. liedcs Aiid fere ben lyoiins ali white i als grete as 

white lions, oxeii t many otherti dyuerse bestes t foiiles also fat be 

not seyn amonges vs. And witetfi wel fat in fat contree 12 
i in ofer yles fere aboiiteji the see is so high fat it 

The sea seiiietli as fougfi it hengo at the clowiles -t fat it wolde 

S^douds! coiiere'ii aH the world ; And fat is gret meniaylle fat it 

inyghte bo so, saf only the will of gud, fat the eyr sus- 16 
teyneth it. And f erf ore seyth Daaid in the psantere : 

MiRABiLES ELAC70NBS MARIS. 


cii.xxin. HOW MEi^ KNOWEW BE THE YDOLE, 3 IE THE 
SIKE SCHALL DYE OR HOiY ; OF FOLK OF, 
DYUjBRSE SGHAP and MjE^iiUEYLOUSLY DIS- 
FIGURED, AND OF THE MONKFS pAT 3 EUEN 
HIRB RELEEF TO BABEWYNES, APES i MAR- 
MESETTES t TO OpER BESTjS^S. 

] ^ROM fat yle in goyiige be see toward the south is 

anofer gret yle fat is dept Dondun. In fat yle 20 

In Dondyn bcR folk of dyiierse kyndes so fat the fader eteth the 
one relative 

eats another, sone, the soiie the fader, the husbonde the wif -t the wif 
the husbonde. And 3 if it so befalle fat the fader or 
[2foi.84a] moder -or ony of here frendes be?i seke anon the sone 24 
The idols goth to the prest of here lawe i preyeth hiwi to aske the 
suitS^ahout ydole his fader or moder or frend schali dye on fat 
euyH or non. And ]n\.n the prest t the sone gon togydere 
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before tlie ydole i knole^i fiiH deuoutly -fc asken of the 
ydole here denian<Ie. And the deiiyH pat is witMnne 
answere pat ho schaii lyue fei kepew him wel, And 
4 he seye pat he schaH dye }jan the prest goth w^’tA the 
sone w^'t/i the wif of him pat is seek -fc fei putten here 
bonder vpoii his nioutTL i stoppen his hreth i so fui sleeix 
liim. And after pat fei choppeii aH the body in sinale 
8 peces t preyen aH his freiides to come?i -t eton of him T^ie^funerai 
pat is dod t pei sendeii for aH tlie mynstratt of the 
contree t niaktnx a solompne feste. And whan pei han 
eton tlie flesch pei taken the bones t buryen hem -t 
12 syngen t inaken gret nielodye. And alle po pat ben of 
Ills kyn or prefcenden hem to ben his frendes, i pei come 
not to pat feste poi ben repreued for euere more t schamed 
■fc niaken gret doel, for neiiere after schuH pei bo}i holden 
16 as frendes. And pei seyn also pat men eten here flesch 

for to d(^]yueren hem out of peyne, For 3 if the wormes of The human 
tlie erthe eten hem the soule scholde suffre gi^et peyno as not feed 

1 rt a- • 1 worms. 

pei seyn -fc namely whan the nescn is tendre i mogre 
20 ^ panne seyn here frendes pat pei don gret syuno to leten pfoi. 84&j 
hem haue !so long laiigure to suffre so nioche peyne 
wit/ioute resoun. And whan pei fynde the flessch fatte 
pan pei seyn pat it is wel don to senden hem sone to 
24 paradys -t pat pei haiic not suflVed him to longo t[o] endure 
in peyne. The kyng of this yle is a ful gret lord t a 
myghty -fc hath vnder him .hiij. grete yles pat ^euen 
tribute to him. And in ouerych of thoise yles is a kyng 
28 crowned -fc all hen obeyssant to pat kyng And be liath in 
po yles many dyuerse folk. In on of peise yles ben folk 
of gret stature as geanntes -fc pei be?^ hidouse for to loke one-ey<Ki 
vpon i pei han but on eye -fc pat is in the myddyH of the 
32 front -t pei eten no ping but raw fiesch -fc raw fyssch. 

And in anoper yle toward the sontli duollcji folk of foul 
stature t of cursed kynde, pat han non hedes -fc here eyen Headless 
be??/ in here sclioldres And here mouth is croked as an crSliced * 

36 hors schoo t pat is in tlie myddes of here hrest. And in 
1. 24, te, C. 
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otbeis with 

moiitlis 

bplniid their 

backs. 

Noseless 

men. 


fi fol.S5«] 

Faces 
coveieil by 
the upper 
lip 


Dwarfs 
that suck 
in fitocl 
tlnough 
pipes. 


Ears hang- 
ing iloivii 
to the 
kneeb. 
Horse- 
footeil 
lieople. 

Quadruped 

Iieople. 


Hermapliio- 

dites. 


[afol.Sob] 


Peoxdo that 
move uu 
then 
knees. 


anujjer yio also Lo// ft»lk ]tai lia ?2 iioii hedes t liere eyeii 
-fc here niuutli lien beliyiidb in liere schuldres. And in 
anojh?/’ yle ben folk liaii the ^ace all platt aR pleyn 
wit/zoiiten nesfi ± w«t7iouten iiioutli, but J)ei ]ia?i .ij. smale 4 
boles aR rouiide in stode of bire eyen t bire inontll is 
platt also w?t/iouteii li}>pes. And in anofer yle be?i folk 
of foul fiisceoiui -fc sidiapp ^ fat ban tbe lijipe aboue the 
moutll so j.;ret ]?at whan foi slepen in tbe sonne fei 8 
keuo’en aH tbe fae(‘ wit/i fat lippe. And in anofer yle 
per ben lityH folk as dwergbes -t fei hen to so niecbe as 
tbe Py'gmeyes t fei han no inoutb, but in stede of lure 
moutb fei lia ?2 a lytyH round bole. And wban fei scbuH 12 
ete?i or drynkeii fei taken forgb a pipe or a peiine or 
sucb a fing and sowken it in, for fei ban no tonge 
■t fcrfore fei spoke not, but fei inaken a niaiier of liiss- 
ynge as a nedder dotli t fei makeu signes on tu anofer 16 
as moiikes don, be ibe wbicbe eue?'y of iie?}i vnde/’siondetli 
ofer. And in anofer yle be;? folk fat ban grete eres t 
longe, fat bangen duu>? to here knees. And in anofer 
yle ben folk fat ban burs feet i ])ei be/i st.ronge i inyglity 20 
and swift renneres for foi taken wylde Lester wffcA re?^- 
nyng t eten be??i. And in ano])6r yle be^i folic fat gon 
vpon Lire lioiides i on bire feet as bestes -t fei be9i aH 
skynned -h fedred -fc fei wole lepeit as lightly into trees -t 24 
fro tree tu tree as it were .'^{piyielb'S or apes. And in 
anofer yle hew folk fat beii botbe iiia?i -fc wo?nnia?? t fei 
ban kyiide of fat on i of fat oper t fei ban but o pappe 
on tbe o syde -t on fat ofer non- And fei ban menibres 28 
of generacfoiu? of man -t womman. -fc fei vsen botbe wban 
liem list ones fat on ± anofer tyine fat ofer. And fei 
goten - cbildron wban fei vsen tbe membre of man t fei 
bere cbildreii wban fei vsen tbe membre of wo?nma??. 32 
And in auofer yle be7?. folk fat gon aH wi^ys vpon bere 
knees fill meruey[l]lously (^) t at euery pas fat fei gon it 
seimdb that fei woble falle t fei him in euery foot .viij. 
toos. Many ofer dyuerse folk of dyuersc* natures ]»ea fere 36 
(^) iiierueyslously, 0, 



Kingdom of 
Mancy. 
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in oJ?er yles aLoiiie^?, of tlie wliiclio it were to longe to 
teH i ferfore I passe oner schortly. Fro/n poise yles in 
passynge be tlie see occeaii toward tiie est be many 
4 ioumeyes men fynden a gret coiitree -t a gret kyngdom 
pat men clepe^i Mangy -t pat is i>^ ynde the more. And 
it is the beste loud -fc on the fairest pat may in aH 
the world t the most delectable -h the most plentifoi^s of 
8 aH godes pat is hi power of ina}2. In pat loud dwellen 
many cristene men i sarrazyiies, for it is A gocle contree 
i a gret And pere ben jnne mo pan .ij. IVE. grete cytees 
t riche wit/ioiiten oper grete townes. And pere is more 
12 pleiitee of peple pere pan in ony oper partie of ynde foi- 
the bouiitee of the contree. In pal contree is no iiedy man 
ne non pat goth on beggynge. And pei ben fuH: faire 
folk, but pei ])cn aH pale And the me9i ban thynne 
16 berdes t fewe heres, but pei ben longe ; But vnetlie hath 
ony man passynge .1. heres in his herd f on heer sitt 
here, anoper pere, as the herd of a lybord or of a catt. 

In pat loud ben many fairere womme/i pan in ony oper 
20 contree be 3 onde tlie see And perfore ’^men clcpen pat lond 
Albanye because pat the folk ben wdiite. And the chief 
cytee of that contree is dept Latoryn i it is a iourneye 
fro?n the see And it is moclie more pan Parys. In pat 
24 cytee is a gret ryuere herynge schippes pat gon to alle the 
coster in the see. Xo cytee of the world is so wel stored 
of schippes as is pat And aH po of the cytee t of the 
contre [worscliipen] (i) ydoles. In pat contree hen double 
28 sithes more [hriddes ])an] hen here : pQie ben wdiite gees 
rede ahoute the nekke t pei ban a grot cresfc as a cokkes 
comb vpoji hire hedes And pei ben meche more pere pan 
pei ben here i men byen lieni pere aH quykk right gret 
32 cliepe. And pere is gret plentce of neddres of whom 
men maken grete iestes -fc eteii lie??i at grete sollompnytees, 

And he pat maketh pere a feste, be it ncuere so costifous 
■t he haue no neddres lie hath no thank for Ids trauaylle. 


Sparse hair 
and beards 
of the 
people. 


[1 tbl. SC a] 

The capital. 


White and 

crested 

geese. 


Adders are 
a great 
delicacy. 


(^) "Words between brackets here and on p. 136 missing because 
the parchment is torn. 
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Priests and 
idols. 


Idols fed on 
smoke, 
2 )nest& on 
meat. 

[1 foL 8rt6] 

Woolly 

liens. 


Tamo 
animals 
ut>ed for 
fisliing. 


Cassay or 
Hangehovir. 


Its lagoon 
and 12,000 
bi idges. 


[2 fol. 87 «] 


J^Iany gode cytees fere Len iu pat contree -t men lia?^ gret 
pleiitee t grot cliep of ati wynes -t vitailles. In pat 
contree be^i nianye chirches of religions men i of here 
lawe And in fo chirches be^^ ydoles als grete as geauntes 4 
And to tlieise ydoles fei ^exxen to ete at grete festyfiiH 
dayes in this nianere : Jjei bryiige?i before hem mete ali 
soden, als boot as fei coine ?2 fro the fiiyr t fei leten the 
smoke gon vp towardes the ydoles And pan pei seyn fat 8 
the ydoles han eten i faw the ^e]igio ?^5 mew ete?^ the 
mete aften?ardes. In fat contree ^ hen white hexnes 
w^t7^outew fetheres, but fei berew white wolle as scheep 
don here. In fat contree wommew fat hew vnmaryed 12 
fei haw tokenes on hire hede^ lych coronales to hew 
knowew for vnmaryed. Also in fat contree fer hew 
heste5 taught of mew to gon into watres into Eyueres -t 
into depe stankes for to take fysch, the whiche best is 16 
but lytiH: -fc men clepew he'm loyres, [-t wbanne] mew 
castew hem in to the water, anow [fei Iningen] gret 
fisshes als manye as mew wole. And jif mew wil bane 
mo fei cast hem- in a^en i fei bryngew vp als many as 20 
mew list to haue. And fro fat cytee passynge many 
ioiirneyes is anofer cytee on the grettest of tlie world 
fat mow clepe^i Cassay fat is to seyne the cytee of 
heuene. p)at cytee is wel a .1. myle aboute t it is 24 
stroiiglich enliabyted ^ith peple in so moche fat in on 
hous mew maken .x. houslioldes. In fat cytee bew .xij. 
priiicypaH 3 ates and before euery jate a .iij. myle or a 
.iiij. myle in lengtiie is a gret toim or a gret cytee. ])at 28 
cytee sytt vpon a gret lake on the see as doth Yenyse. 
Aud in, fat cytee bew mo fan .xij. .M. brigge^s' i vpow 
enery brigge bew stronge toures ± gode in the whiche 
duellew the wardeynes for to kepew the cytee fro the gret 32 
Cane. And on fat o j^art of the cytee rewneth a gret 
rjuere aH along the cytee And fere duelle^i cristene mew 
•fc many ^ marclin antes -t ofer folk of dynerse iiacyouws 
because fat the loud is so good t so plenty fow 5 . And 36 
11, 17-18, see p. 135, footnote. 
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}>ere gro\Yetri fiiH gode wyn fat men clepen Bigon pat is Good wine 
fuH iiiyghty t geiityH in clrynkynge. This is a Cytee there. 
ryaH whore the kyng of I^Iancy was wont to dweS -t 
4 pere duelle^i many religio?^^ me9^ as it were of tlie ordre 
of frores, for fei hen inendyfanntes. From pat cytee 
mew gon he watre solacynge -t disportin[g]e hem tiH fei 
come to an A})heye of inonkes fat is fasto hy fat be?i Tiioai»bey, 

- « ^ 1 r whose 

8 code rolidnws mew after here feytn -t lawe. In fat «ardeti 

ahheye is a gret gardyn -fc a fair where bew many trees of kept 

dyuerse manere of frutes, And in this gardyn is a lytiii 

hitt fuH of delectable trees ; In fat hiH t in fat gardyn 

12 ben many dyuerse be^tes, as of Apes, Marmozettes 

Babewynes -t many ofer dyiierse bested. And eiiery day 

whan the Couent of this Abbeye hath etew the Awmener 

let bore the relcef to the gardyn -t he smyteth on the The leavings 

' . . are given to 

16 gardyn ^ate wftA a clyket of sylne?* fat he holdeth in his th(i^bea.sts 
bond -t anow aR the bestes of fe hiH i of dynerse places 

4r 

of the gardyn comew out a .iij. .M. or a .iiij. Mil. t fei 
comew in gyse of pore mew And mew jouew hem the relee f 
20 in faire vesselles of syliier dene oiiergylt. And whan fei 
haw etew the monk smyteth eftsones on the gardyn ^ate 
wM the clyket t fan anow ah' the hestes retorne?i a^on 
to here places fat fei come fro. And fei seyn fat theise 
24 hestes hew soules of worthi mew fat rescmhlen in lykness 
of f 0 bestes fat hew faire i f erfore [fei 3even] (^) ^ hem mete 
for the lone of god. Ami the ofer bestee fat ben foule fei pfoi. 37 ft] 
seyn bow soides of pore mew t of rude comoiuis ; t fus 
28 fei beleenew t nomaw may piitte hem out of fis opynyouw. 

J?eise bestes aboueseyd fei lot taken wdian fei bew 3onge 
i norisschew hew^ so almess als manye as fei may 
fynde. And I asked hem ^if it had not bew better to 
32 bane ^ouew fat releef to pore me?i rathere fan to f 0 
bestes And fei answerde me -t seyde fat fei liaddo no 
pore maw amonges hewi in fat coiitree And foiigli it oflim^than 
had bew so, fat pore mew had bew among hem, ^it were 
36 it gretter Almess to ^euew it to fo soules fat don fere 
(^) Missing, MS. 



138 [CH. XXITI. IBOLATPvY. TRANSMIGRATION OP SOULS.] 


Chilenfo or 
Nanking. 


Dalay or 
Yaiigtse 
Kiang. 


The Pyg- 
mies* lives 
me as sliort 
as their 
bodies. 
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Iiere penance. Manye o]?er menieylles in fat cytee 

i in the con tree fere aboiite, fat were to long to toil 

30 U. Fro fat cytee go men be the contree a .vj. 

ioiinieyes to anofer cytee fat ineR clepe^i Chilenfo, of 4 
the wliiche cytee the walles be?i .xx. myle aboiite. In 
fat cytee be?i .lx. brigges of ston so faire fat noman may 
see fairere. In fat cytee was the firste sege of the kyng 
of Mangy for it is a fair cytee t plentevous of aH: S 
gndes. After iiasse men ouerfcliwart a gret ryuere fat 
me/i clepeii Balay -t fat is the grettest ryuere of fresscii 
water fat is in the world, For fere as it is most narow 
it is more ]>an .iiij. myle of brede. An fa??ne entree 12 
men a^en in to the loud of the grete Ohane. ])at 

ryuere goth forgh the lond of Pigmans, where fat the 
folk hen of lityH stature fat ben but .iij. span long and 
fei ben right faire t geiityH after here qwantytees bothe 16 
^tlie men t the wommen. And fei maryon hem whan 
they hen half ^ere of age t geten cliildroii. And fei 
lyuen not but .vi. 3 eer or .vij. at the moste And he fat 
lyueth .viij. 3 eer men liulden him fere right passynge 20 
old. )peise men- ben the liesie worclieres of gold, syhier, 
coutoun, sylk t of aH snche thinges of ony ofer fat ben 
in the world, And fei ban often tymes werre wM the 
bryddes of the contree fat fei taken t eton. J?is lityH 24 
folk iionfer laboureii in iondes ne in vyiies but fei 
ban grete men ainonges heni of oure stature fat tylen 
the lond -t lahouren amonges the vynes for he?n. And 
of fo men of oure stature ha??, fei als gi*ete skorii i 28 
wonder as we wolde haue among vs of geaimtes 3 if fei 
weren amonges vs. Jjere is a gode cytee amonges ofere 
where fere is dwellynge gret plentee of fo lytyH folk 
And it is a gret cytee t a fair -fc the ine?i hen grete fat 32 
duellen amonges he 7 ?^, But whan fei gete?i ony children 
fei be?i as lityH as the Ptgmeyes, And ferfore fei ben 
aH for the moste part aH Pyqmbyes, for the nature of the 
lond is such. The grete CaniiJ let kepe tliis cytee fuH 36 
wel, for it is his. And aH be it fat the Pygmetes ben 
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lytyH 3 it pt-i be?i fiiH rcsonahle after here age -t co?nie 
bothen wytt i gotlo t malice ynow. Fro pat cytee 
goii men be the cuntree be many cytees i many townes 
4 viito a c} tee pat nie^i clepen Tanichay t it is a noble 
cytee i a riche t of grot profite to the lord. And pider 
go me?i to seche'?i marchaiidise of aH manere of ping. 
])at cytee ^ is f uH mocho worth 3 erly to the lord of the 
8 eoiitree, F(jr he liath eiicry 301 to rente of pat cytee as 
p(ii of the cyto seyii .1. Mit Cumantz of floreyns of 
gold. For pei cownte^i pcre aH be Comanz, And enery 
CuMAXT is .X .M. [lloreyns] (i) of gold. Now may mm 
12 w«d ivkeiie hc»w inoche pat it amounteth. The kyiig of 
pat contree is fnli inygtity t 3 it he is vndcr the grete 
Cane And the gret Cane hath vnder hi'?}^ .xij. suche 
prouynccs. In pat coutuie in the gode towns is a gode 
16 custom, For whoso will make a feste to ony of liis 
frendes pere hen certeyn jnnes in euery gode town -fc he 
pat wil make the. feste wil sey to the hostellere : Arraye 
for me to morwe a goile dyiier for so many folk -t telleth 
20 him the nondne t douyseth him the viaundes. And he 
seyth also : pus mocho I wil dispemle t noinore. And 
aiiO'Ji the hostellere arrayeth for him so faire t so wel -t 
so lioiiestly pat per sehaH lakke no thing. And it schaH 
24 be don snnnere -t wit/i lasso cost pan -t a man made it 
ill his owiie hows. And a .v. niyle fro pat cytee toward 
the lied of the ryiicre of I>alay is anoper cytee pat nie^i 
cleiieii Menke. In Jiat cytee is strong iiavye of schippes 
28 and alt heji wiiile tis snow of the kyiiile of the tretss 
pat pei ben made oile, And pin lie-u full grete schippes 
t faire and wel ordeyned -t ma<le w^t/i Indies t chambves 
t oper eysenientes, as poiigh it were uii the loud. Fro 
32 pens go men be many townes t many cytees porgh the 
contree vnto a cytee pat me??, clepoii Lanteryne t it is 
jin .viij. iourneyes 2 fro pe cytee aboue.-eyd. This cytee 
sitt vpon a faire ryuere gret t brood pat me?i clcpe?i 
36 C'ARAMARON. Tliis ryne?’e jiasseih p(H‘gh out Cathay -fc 
p) MS., OumanlJ^. 
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it (lotli oftt‘11 tyiiie liariii t \a\> fuH grot Wlinii it is 
oner gret 


Ch XXIV. 
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OF THE GRETE CHANE OF CHATAY : OF THE 
RIALTEE OF HIS PALAYS t HOW HE SITT 
AT METE, AND OF THE GRETE NOMBRE OF 
OFFICERES j)AT SERUEN HYM. 


C IIATAY is a grete coiitree -t a fair, noLL^ -t riclie t 

fiiB of iiiarcliawiites ; ]>uler gon Marcliawndes aH 4 
3ores for to sechew spices -t aH iDanerc of marcliandises 
more coinoimly fan in ony ofer p<jrtyc. And 300 schuH 
vnderstonde fab jMarch awn ties fat comew fro Gene or 
fro Ybxyse or fro Romante or ofer parties of Lombardye 8 
fei gon be see t be londe .xj. nionotlies or .xij. or more 
snmtymo or fei may come to the ylo of Cathay, fab is 
tliG i»rincypaH regyonw of aH partyes bG3oiKle t it is of 
tlic grebe Cane. Fro Cathay go me?i toward the est be 12 
many iorneyes t fan mew fynden a godo cytee botwene 
feiso of ere fat mew clepcw Sugaemago. pat cytee is 
on of the beste storcnl of sylk -t ofer marcliandises fat 
is in the world. After gow mew 3it to anofer old cytee 16 
toward the est t it is in the pronynce of Cathay, And 
besyde fat cytee the men of Taetaeye haw let make 
a notllcr cytee fat is dept Caydon i it hath .xij. 3ates 
And betwene the .ij. 3ates fere is aHweys a gret myle. 20 
So fat the .ij. cytecs, fat is to seyno the olde -t the 

* ti 


11 ewe ban in cyrciiyt more fan .xx. inyle. In this cytee 
is the sege of tlio grete Cane in ^a fiiH gr{3t palays t 
the most pas^yiige fair in aH the world, Of the whiche 24 
the walles bew in cirenyt more fan .ij. myle, And w^*tAin 
the walles it is aH fiiH of ofer palays. And in the garclyn 
of the grete palays fert‘ is a grot hiH vpon the whiche 
is anofer palays And it is the most fair t the most riclie 28 
fat ony maw may denyse And aB ahonte the palays -t the 
hiH bew many trees Ixnynge. many dyners(‘ friites. And 
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aH aljuuie pafc liiH Le/i ilyclies grote t depo And besyde 
liowi \mi grete vyueyes on fat o part -fc un fat other 
And fere is a fuH: fair briggc to pas.se3^ ouer the dyches. 
4 A ml in feisc \\\u< 3 yL‘S so luany Avylde gt‘us t gandres 
t wylde dok<?5 t swannes fc lieiroiius fat it is \vitj^uiite»i 
nonibro. And aH abuute feise dyches t vyucres is tlie 
grete gardyii fuH ui uyide })esle&* so fat whan the gret 
8 Cane wil haue oiiy dcsport oiife>* to taken ony of the 
wylde hestes or of the foules, he wil lete cliace Inm 
t taken he?jz at tlie windowes w^t^outeJi goynge out of 
his cliaiiibrc. This palays where his sege is is bothe 
1 2 gret -fc passyiige fair And w^t Ain the palays in the liaUe 
fere ben .xxiiij. pyleres of fyii gold t aH the walles be?fc 
coiieml ^\^lAjnne of redo sky lines of bestes fat ine^t 
clepen Panteues, fat be^J faire bcstes t wel smellyng 
16 so fat for the swete odour of fo skyimes no?i eiiyH ayr 
may entre in to the palays. ]?o skylines beM als rede as 
blode i f ei scbynen so brighte a 3 eu the soime fat vnethes 
noma;! may heholdon htwi. And many folk ^ worschipe?i 
20 fo hestes whan fei nieete^i he?ii first at inorwc for here 
gret vertue -t for the gode smoH fat fei ban, t fo skylines 
fei prey sen more fan fough fei were plate of fyn gold. 
And in the myddes of this palays is the mountour for 
24 the grete Cane fat is aH wrought of gold -t of precyotis 
stones -fc grete perles. And at ,iiij. corneres of the 
moiuifcour ben .iiij. serpentesof gold And aH aboute fer is 
ymade large nettes of sylk -fc gold t grete perlcs hangynge 
28 aH aboute the moivijtour. And vnder the MOUNTOUiz beii 
Condytes of lieuerage fat fei dryiikeii in the Eniperours 
court And besyde fe condytes ben many vessclles of gold 
be the whiche fei fat he^i of houshold drynken at the 
32 condyt. And the lialle of the palays is fuH nobelych 
arrayed -t fuH meruey[l]leousely a tyred on aH partyes in 
aH thinges fat ine?i apparayle w^'tA ony halle. And first 
at the chief of the halle is the Emperoures throne fuH 
36 high where he sytteth at the mete t fat is of fyn 
1. 33, 5 corrected to L Cf. p. 134, 1. 34, and footnote. 
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precyouse stones bordurod aH aljoiite viiih pared gold -t 
precyows stones -t gretc perles, And tlie grecs pat he goth 
vp to the table ben of ])reciozts stones medled v/ith gold. 
And at the left syde of the Einpe/ou/es sege is the sege 4 
of his firste wif o degree lowere fan the Emperonr -t it is 
of jaspere borduivd with gold t iiredoiis stones. And the 
sege of his seconde wif is also anofer [degree] more lowere 
fan his firste wif t it is also of jaspere bordured \Yith 8 
gold as fat ofer is. And the sege of the thridde wdf is 
^ also more lowe ho a degree fan the seconde wdf. For he 
hath alwoys .iij. ivifes with him- 'where fat euero he be t 
oiter his wyfes on the same syde sytten the ladyes of his 12 
lynage 3 it lowere aftc^r fat fei ben of estate. And aH f o 
fat be»i maryed ban a conntrefete made lyche a maxne6' 
FOOT vpon here hedes cuhyte long aH wrought with grete 
pefles fyne -t oryent -t abouen made with pecokes fedres 16 
t of ofer schynynge fedres i fat stout vpon here hedes 
lyke a crest, in tokone fat fei ben vuder mannes fote t 
vnde/ swbieccmii?i of niaii, And ])ei fat ben vmnaryed 
ha?i none suche. An<l after at the right syde of the 20 
Eiixperour first sytteth his oldest sone fat scliaH regne 
after hi/ii ; And he sytteth also o degree lowere fan the 
Empeiour in suche niaiiereof seges as don the Emperesses. 

And after hiwi sitter ofer grete lordes of Ids lynage, eucry 24 
of he»i a degree lowere fan ofer, as fei beii of estate. 

And the Emperour hath his table allone be hi//i self fat 
is of gold t of preciuti-s stones or of cristaH bordured with 
gold i fuH of preciozfs stones or of Amatystes *or of 28 
LiGNUiV Aloes fat cometh out of paradys or of luory 
bouiiden -t liordiired "wit/i gold. And euerych of his 
"wyfes hath also hire table be hircself And liis eldest sone 
-t the ofer lordes also i the ladyes t aH fat sittew 'Wit/i 32 
the Emperour liaji tables allone be hewiself fuH licho. 

And fere nys no table but fat it is wmrth an huge tresour 
of gode. And 'voider the Emperoures tal)le sitter .iiij. 
clerkes fat write ?2 aH fat the Emperour seytli, be it good, 36 

L 7, sege, 0. 


Tbe 

secretane.*;. 



[CH. XXIV. THE GBEAT CAN’s COURT.] 


143 


be it euytt. ^ For ail pftt lie beytli nioste han liolden, for 
lie may not cliaungew liis woord iie revoke it. And [at] Q-) 
grete soleinpne fester Ijefore the Emperoures table men 
4 bryngeu grete tables of gold -t jjereon ben Pecokes of gold 
i many o])er maner of dyiierse foules aH of gold t ricliely 
wroiigiit -fc enameled -fc men maken lie^n (liiiince^i and 
syngen clappynge here weiiges to gydere t maken gi’cit 
8 noyse t wheper it be by craft or be nygromancye I wot nere, 
but it is a gode sight to bidiolde -t a fair, And it is gret 
m^niayle how it may be. But I bane the lasse meruayllo 
because pat pei ben the moste sotyle men in all sciences t 
12 in uH craftes pat ben in the world, For of sotyltee t of 
malice -t of fer castynge pei passcn all men vnde-/ lieuene. 
And perfore pei seyn he^n self pat pei seen wit/i .ij. eyen 
•t the cristene lne^^ see but wit/i on bo cause pat pei ben 
16 more sotyH pan pei, For aH oper nac^ouns pei seyn ben 
but blynde in conynge -t worchinge in compansoun to 
he?n. 1 did gret besyness for to haiie lerned pat craft 
but the maistre tolde me pat he had made avow to his god 
20 to teche it to no creature but only to his eldeste sone. 
Also aboue the Emperoures table i the opere tables t 
abouen a gret partie in the halle is a VYNE made of fyn 
gold t it spredetli aH aboute the haH -t it hath many 
24 chistres of grapes, sonmie white, somme greno, summe 
3 alowe t soninie rede t soniine blake, aH of precioz«5 
stones. The white ben of cristai* i of berylle t of 
jRis, the ^alowe ben of topazes, the rede ben of 
28 RUBIES 2 -t of Grenaz -fc of Alabbaundynes, The grene 
hen of Emerandes of Perydos -fc of Crisolytes, And the 
blake ben of Onichez -t Gai’antez. And pei ben aH so 
propurlych made pat it semeth a verry vyne berynge 
32 kyndely grapes. And before the Emperoures table 
stonden grete lordes t riche barouns i othere pat seruen 
the Emperoiir at the mete. But noman is so hardy to 
Speke a word but 3 if the Einperour speke to him, But 3 if 
36 it be Mynstrelles pat syngen songes -t tellen gestes or oper 
(^) Missing, C. 
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desportes to solace with the Eiiiiierour. And aH the 
vesseH Jnit hew smied. with in the halle or in 

chanibres heii of pi-ejciotis stones And specyally at grete 
tables, ouper of jaspre or of crh.taH or of Arnatystez or 4 
of fyn gold. And the cuppcs of Emeraudez i of 

Saphires or of Topazes, of Perjdoz and of many oper 
precyouso stones. YesseH of syliier is pere llo■;^, for pei 
teli no prys pcre of to make no vesseii offe, But pei 8 
niakeii perof grec-ynges* -t pileres -fc j^awmente^ to halles t 
chanibrcs. And before the halle dore stonden manye 
barounes -t knyglites clone armed to ke])e pat noinan 
entre, but ^if it be the wille or the cowiniandement of the 12 
Emperour or but 3if pei beiz seniau^tes or myiistraii of 
the liousliuld ; And oper non is not so hardy to iieighen 
ny the hail dore. And 30 schiiH vndirstonde pat my 
felawes and I with cure 3omen we serueden this 16 
Emperour -t weren Ids Soudyoures .xv. monethes a^enst 
the kyng of Mancy pat held werre a3enst liiwi. And the 
cause was for wee ^ hadden gret lust to see his noblesse -fc 
the estat of his court t aii his goueniance, to wite 3 if it 20 
were such as we horde seye pat it was. And treuly we 
fond it more noble and more excellent t riccheie -t more 
merueylloiis pan cuer we herde spoke olfe. In so moche 
pat we wolde neuer ha^i leved it, had wee not a seen it, 24 
Fox I trowe pat nomaw wolde beleve the noblesse, the 
ricchesse ne the nmltytude of folk pat bew in his court, 
but he had seen it. For it is not pere as it is here, For 
the lordes here haw folk of certeyn nombre als pei may 28 
suffise, But the grete Chaxe hath euery day folk at his 
costages -t expens as w^'t^outew nombre. But the 
ordynance lie the expenses in mete t drink ne the 
honestee ne the clewnesse is not so arrayed pere as it is 32 
here ; for aH the comouws pere etew wittAoutew cloth vpon 
here knees -t pei eten aH maner of flessch -t lityH of bred, 
And after mote pei wypew here hundes vpon here skyrtes 
t pei etew not but ones a day. But the estat of lordes is 36 
fuH gret t riche t noble. And aH be it pat sum mew wil 
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not trow me, but holtleu it for fable to telle*?i hem the 
nobless of his persone -t of liis estate t of his court i of 
the gret nudtytude of folk ]^G&t he holt, iiatheles I schaH 
4 seye 30U A partye of him i of bis folk, after fat I haue 
seen the inn mere t the ordy nance fuH many a tyme. And 
whoso fat wole may leve me 3!! he wild, And whoso wiH 
not may leue also. For C wot wel 3if ony maTi hath 
8 be?i in fo contrees be3onde, f oiigli he haue not be>i in the 
place ^ where the grete Coane duelletli, he schaH here 
speke of him so meche meruey louse fing, fat he schaH 
not trow(3 it lightly ; And treuly no more did I myself til 
12 I saiigh it. And fo fat \mn be>i in fo contrees t in the 
gret Canes lioushold knowen wel fat T seye soth And 
ferfore 1 wiH not spare for hem fat knowe not ne beleue 
not but fat fat fei seen for to teH 3011 a par tie of him t 
16 of his estate fat he holt whan he goth from contree to 
contree t whan he maketh solempne festes. 


WHEBFORE HE IS CLEPT THE GRETE CHANE; 
OF THE STYLE OF HIS LjE?TYRES, AND OP 
THE SUPjE^jRSCRIPC/OUN ABOWTEN HIS GRETE 
SHALL t HIS PRYUEE SHALL. 

F irst I schaH seye 3011 whi he was dept the gret 
Chane. 3ee schuH vndirstonde fat aH the world 
20 was destroyed be Noes flood saf only NToe i his wif t his 
children. Noe had .iij. sones Sem, Cham t Tapheth. 
This CAi^t was he fat saugh his fadres preuy membres 
naked whan he slepte t scorned hem t sclieAved hem witA 
24 bis fynger to bis brethereJi in scornyjige wise t ferfore 
he was cursed of god, And Iapheth turned his face 
a%vey t couered hem. beise .iij. bretheren had cesouw in 
aH the lond And this Cham for his crueltee toke the 
28 gretter i the beste partie toward the est, fat is dept Asye 
And Sem toke Appeyk And Iapheth toke Europe, And 
ferfore is aH the erthe de[)arted in theise .iij. parties be 

feise .iij. bretheren. Cham was the grettest i the most 
MAHUE\HLLE. 


No one can 
believe it, 
unless lie 
sees it. 
[ifol. 02?>] 


Ch. XXV. 


Chain, the 

accursed 

sou of 

Noah, 

inhented 

Asia, 
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Cham was 
the ancestor 
of Nimrod 
and of the 
vaiioub 
monsters 
and 

heathens. 

[1 fol. 93 a] 


The Great 
Can of Asia 
calls hlIlt^elf 
after CUauu 


Bise of the 

Tartar 

people. 

[3 fol. 936] 


^ camen mo genemcn'onns fan of the 

ofere And of ^ liis sone Chuse was engeiidred Mbmbuoth . 
the geaunt was the firste kyng fat euer was in the 
world i he began the fundacfoiin of the tour of Baby- 4 
LOYNE. And fat tyme the fendes of helle camen many 
tymes t leyeii svitH the womnien of his generactoiin t 
engeiidred on hem dynerse folk as Monstbes t folk dis- 
figured, Summe witAouten hedes, summe v^ith grete eres, 8 
summc wzt/i on eye, summe geauntes, swn wit^ hors feet 
i many ofer of dynerse schapp a^enst kynde. And of 
fat generacionn of Cham ben comen the Paynemes t 
dyuerse folk fat hen in yles of the see lie aii ynde. And 12 
for als nioclie as he was the most myglity t no man 
luyghte wit^stonde hiwi he cleped himself the sone of 
god t soiiereyn of aH the world, And for this Cham this 
Empcroiir clepeth him Cha 3I t sonereyii of att the world. 16 
i of the generacioun of Sem hen comen the Sarrazines, 
And of the generac^oun of Iapheth is comen the peple of 
Israel And [weo](^) fough fat wee duellen in Europe, this 
is the opynyoun fat the Syryenes t the Samabitanes ban 20 
amonges hem t fat f ei told me before fat 1 wente toward 
ynde, But I fond it oferwise. Natheles the sothe is tliis, 
fat Tabtarynes t fei fat duellen in the grete Asye fei 
camen of Cham, But the Emperour of Chatay clepetb 24 
him not Cham, bu[t] Can -t I schaB teB 3011 how. It is but 

\x 

lityB more fan .viij. ^eer fat aB Tartabye was m snb- 
iectioun i in seruage to othere iiacyou?zs abouten, for fei 
weren but bestyaB folk -t diden nofing but kepten bestes 28 
■t lad hem to pastures. But amonges^hem fei liaddeii 
.vij. princypaB nacyouns fat weren soueraynes of hem 
alle, Of the whiche the firste nacyoun or lynage was dept 
Tartar, And fat is the most noble i the moste preysed. 32 
The seconds lynage is dept Tanghot, The fridde Euraoh, 
The .iiij. Yalair, The .v. Semoch, The .vj. Mengly, The 
.vij. CoBOOGH. Now befeB it so, fat of the firste lynage 
succeded an old worthi man fat was not riche, fat hadde 36 
p) wee ^ missing in C. 
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to name Changuys. This lay vpon a night in his 
hed, t lie sawgli in avision^i pat ])ere cam before him a 
knyght Armed aH in white t he satt vpon a wliite hors 
4 t seyde to him : Can, slepest pou ? the InmortaH god 
hath sent me to pe -t it is his wnlle pat poii go to the 
.vij. lynages t seye to hem pat pou schalt ben here 
Emperoun For pou schalt coiiquere the londes i the 
8 contrees pat ben abouten, And pei pat marche?i vpon 30 U 
sclmii ben viider joiire subieccionn, as ^ee ha>i ben vnder 
hires, for pat is goddes wille InmortaH. And wlian he 
cam at morwe Changuys roos ± wente to the .vij. lynages 
32 t iolde hem how the white knyght had seyd, And pei 
scorned him t seyden pat he was a fool t so he departed 
fro hem aH aschamed. And tlic nyght sewynge this 
white knyght cam to the .vij. Ijmages i commauiided hem 
16 on goddes hehalue InmortaH pat pei scliolde make this 
Changuys here Emperour -t pei scliolde ben out of swb- 
ieccioun -t pei scliolde liolden aH oper regiounes aboute 
hem in here seniage, as pei had ben to hem boforn. And 
20 on the morwe ^ pei chosen him to ben here Emperour And 
pei sette?i him vpon a blak fertre t after pat pei liften 
him vp ^Yith gret solempnytee i pei setten him in a 
chayer of gold i cliden hyni aH maner of reuerence t pei 
24 cleped him Chan, as the white knyght called liim. And 
whan he was pus chosen he wolde assayen ^if he myghte 
trust in hem or non -t wheper pei wolde ben obeyssant 
to him or non, And panne he made many statutes t 
28 ordynaiices, pat pei clepen ysya Chan. The firste statute 
was pat pei scholde beleeuon t obeyen in god InmortaH 
pat is aHmyghty, pat wolde casten hem out of seruage t 
at aH tymes clepe to him for help in tyme of nede. The 
32 toper statute w^as pat aH maner of men pat myghte beren 
armes scliolden ben nombred And to euery .x. scholde 

ben a mayster And to euery .c. a mayster And to euery 
1 i 

M. a mayster And to euery .x. M. a mayster. After he 

36 commanded to the princypales of the .vij. lynages pat 
pei scholde leuen t forsaken aH pat pei hadden in godes 


Jengliiz’ 
vision of a 
white 
knight. 


The knight 
orders 
Jenghiz 
to he elected 
Emperor. 


[1 fol. M a} 


He is raised 
on a tlirono. 


He tries 
his new 
subjects. 

His 

statutes. 


The able- 

bodied 

men 

numbered 


The nobles 
ordered to 
give up 
their 
property, 
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and to 
l)ehead 
their eldest 
sons. 


The \\ar of 

ooiKinest 

hetrun. 

[tfol ‘d/d 


Jenghiz 
thrown 
from his 

hOTfiO. 


He hides m 
& thick 
wool. 


He escapes 
death 
through 
an owl. 


[oh. XXV. RISH OF JENOHIZ KHAX.] 

t heritage t fro jiens forth to IjoKleii lie?n payd of j?at jiat 
he wolde 30110 horn of his grace; And fei didon so anon. 
After lie comniaunded to the princypales of the .vij 
lynages fat euery of hern scholde hryiige his eldest sone 4 
before him -fc ivitA here owne liaiides sinyten of here hedes 
witJioiiten taryenge ; And anon his commaiiilement '^vas 
performed. And ivlian the Ch.\.ne sagh fat fei made 
non oh^itacle to performen liia cornmandement, faj/ne he 8 
thnnglite wel fat he myghte trihsten in hem ^ t corn- 
mnwnded hem anon to make hem redy t to sewen his 
haiiore. And after this Chane putt in swhiect 2 oun aH 
the londes ahonte hirrr. Afterward it befcH vpon a day 12 
fat the Chane rood vritJi a fewe meynee for to heholde 
the strengttie of the con tree fat he had wonnen and so 
hefeH fat a gret niztltytinle of his enemyes metten w^tA 
him -fc for to 3 euen gode ensample of hardyness to his 16 
poeple he was the firste fat faiiglit t in the myddes of 
his ene[myes] (^) encowntred, t fere he was cast from 
his hors -t his hors slayn). And whan his folk saugh him 
at the ertho fei weren aH abasscht -t wenclen he had ben 20 
decl -t fluwen enerychone t hire enemyes after t chaced 
hem, But fei wisie not fat the Emperour was fere. 
And whan the enemyes weren ferr pnrsuynge the 
chace, the Emperour himself hidde him in a thikke 24 
wode. And whan fei weren comen a 3 en fro the chace 
fei wenten i soughten the wodes 3 if oiiy of hem had 
ben hid in the thikke of the wodes -t manye fei 
fo linden i si 0 wen hem anon. So it happend fat as fei 28 
wenten serchiiige toward the place fat the Emperour was 
fei saiigli an Owle syttynge ypon a tree abouen hym 
And fan fei seyden amonges bem fat fere was nonian 
because fat fei saugh fat brid fere. And so fei wenten 32 
hire wey t fus escaped the Emperour from deth. And 
fanne he wente preuylly all he nyghte tin he cam to his 
folk fat weren fuH glad of liis corny nge -t maden grete 
thaiikynges to god Inmortali t to fat bryd be whom 36 
(b Mi«?aiiig, C. 
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here lord ^ was tailed. And J^erfore priiicypally ahoiien aH 
follies of pe world ])oi worscliipeii the Owle And wliaii 
j)ei han oiiy of here fedros Jiei kepe^i fuH ijyecyoiisly 
4: in stede of relykes -fc here^i hem vpon here hedes wttA 
gret reuerenco t pei holdeii hem self blessed t saf from 
aii periles whil fat foi haw hem vpoii lie?w -t ferfore fei 
berew liere fedres vpon here hedes. After aH this the 
8 Chaiie ordeyiied hiwi t assembled his pople t weiite vpon 
hewi fat hadden assayled hy?w before t destroyed hem 
t jiut lie/w in swbiecaoiiw -fc senuige. And whan he had 
wo?niew i putt all the loiides t coiitrees on this half the 
12 nioii'wt Belyan in swbiccciomi, the wliyte knyght cam 
to him a^eii in his sleep t seyde to him : Chan, the 
wille of god Inmortaii is fat foil passe the mount Beia'an 
t foil sell alt wywne the loud t foil schalt puticii many 
16 nacyouws in swliiecciouw. And for fou sclialt fynde no 
gode passage for to go toward fat contreo, go [to] the 
mount Belyan fai is V 2 )on the see -t knele fere .ix. tymes 
toward the est in the worschipe of god TnmortaH t he 
20 schal schewe fe woye to passe by, And the Chano dide so. 
And anow the see fat touched i was fast to the luoimfc 
began to withdrawe hiwi -t schewed fair weye of .ix. fote 
hrede large i so he jiassed -with his folk t wan the lond 
24 of Cathay fat is the grettest kyngdom of the world. And 
for the .ix. kiielynges -b for the .ix. fote of weye tlie 
Chaiie t alle the ^ mew of Taetahye han the nomhre of 
.ix. ill gret reueronce. And ferfore who fat wole make 
28 the Chane oiiy present, be it of hors, be it of bryddes 
or of Arwes or bowes or of friite or of ony oilier thing, 
alvveys he most make it of the numbre of .ix. And so 
fa?ine bew the presentes of grettcrc plesance to him i 
32 more henygnely he wil resceyue^j hem ])an f oiigli lie 
were presented vfith an .C. or .GO. For hyni semeth the 
n ombre of .ix. so holy, be cause the messager of god 
jumortail devised it. Also whan the Chaiie of Cathay 
36 hadde wonnew the contree of Cathay t put in swbiec- 
ciouw i vnder fote many cuiitrecs ahouten he feH seek. 


[I fol 05 a] 

Since then, 
the Ta,i tart* 
wuiship the 
owl and 
wear its 
feathers. 


Jenghi/ 
overcomes 
hib hueniies. 


The white 
knight 
ordeis him 
to pass 
Mount 
Helgiaii. 


The sea 
withdraws 
nine feet 
when 

Jenghiz has 
knelt nine 
times. 


[iifol 95 6] 

The Tartars 
levoreiice 
the niimbei 
nine, and 
that is the 
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offered to 
their 
Emperor. 


Tenghiz 

conquers 

China. 
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the bundlo 
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[I fol. 90 a] 
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families 
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ones weak. » 
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And whan he felte wel fat he schohle dye, he seyde to 
his .xij. sones fat eiierycli of he^yi schuldc hrynge him 
oil of his arewes -fc so fei dideii anon And fa/me he 
cowiinanded fat meu scholde byiideii hewi to gedre in 4 
.iij. places And fan he toke hem to liis eldest sone t 
bad him breke hmi aH togedre ; And he enforced hi?w 
vfiih aif his niyglit to breken he?B, but he ne myghte not. 
And fan the Chane bad his seconde sone to hreke hem 8 
t so schortly to alle ech after other, but no^i of hem 
myght hreke hewi. And fan ho bad tlie congest sone 
disseuere euerych from other -t lireken euerych be him 
self t so he dide. And fan seyde the Chane to his 12 
eldest sone -t to alle the ofere : wherfore myght ^ee not 
breke lie^nl And fei answereden fat fei myght not, be 
cause fat f ei were;^ bou^nlen togyder. ^ And wherfore, 
qwod he, hath ^ourc lityH joiigest Lrofer broke^i hem? 16 
Because, qimd fei, fat fei werew departed ech from other, 
i famine seyde the Chane : ]\Iy sones, qwod he, treiily 
fas wil it faren he 3011. For als longe as 300 be?i 
bounded togedere in .iij. jdaces fat is to seyne in loue, 20 
in trouthe t in gode accord, noman schaH ben of powere 
to greue 30 U. But t ^ee ben disseiierod fro feise .iij. 
places, fat 30ure on helpe not 3oure ofer, 300 schuH: be 
destroyed i brought to nought. And 3if ech of 3011 loue 24 
otlier t lielpe ofer, 3ee schuH be lordes -t souereyn.es of 
aH ofero. And whan he liadde made his ordynances he 
dyed. And faniie after liyin regiiod Eogheoiia Cane his 
eldest sone, And Lis othere hrethereii wenten to wynnen 28 
hem many coutrees -t kyngdomes, vnto the lond of 
Pruysso -fc of Ilossye, -t made hem to hen cleped Chane 
but fei weren aH obeyssant to hire elder brother, And 
ferfore was he dept the grete Chane. After Ecchecha 32 
regiiod Guyo Chane And after hini Mango Chan fat 
was a gode cristene man -t baptyzed -t 3af le/^res of per- 
petueh pes to aH cristone men t sente his brother halaon 
witA grot iiudtytude of folk for to wynnen the holy loud 36 
■fc for to put it ill to cristene mennes liondes t for to 
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destroye Maclmmete^ la we -t fof to take the Oalyphee 
of Baldak fat was Emperoiiy t lord of all the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphbe -was taken, men fownden him 
4 of so high worschipe fat in ^ ail the rcinenant of the world 
ne myghte a man fynde a more reuerent man ne higliere 
in worschipe. And fan halaoii made him come before 
him -fc seyde to hym : Why, qnod he, haddestow not 
8 taken wzt^ fe mo Sowdyoures -t men ynowe for a lytiH 
qnantytee of thresonr for to defende f e thi contree fat 

art so hahnndant of tresore -t so high in aB worschipe 1 
And the Calypheb answerd him, For he wel trowede 
12 fat he hadde ynowe of his owne propre men. And fan 
seyde halaon : ]?ou were as a god of the sarazines -b it is 
connenyent to a god to ete no mete fat is luortalt -t per- 
fore foil sclialt not ete but precyons stones, riche perles 
16 And tresoure fat fou louest so moche. And fan he 
commanded liim to presouu i ait his tresoure ahoute him 
t so he dyed for hunger t threst. And fan after this, 
Halaon wan aH the lend of promyssioun t putte it in 
20 to cristeiie nie?ines bonder. But the grete Chanb his 
brofer dyede -t fat was gret sorwe i loss to aB cristene 
men. After Mango Chan regned Cobyla Chan fat was 
also a cristene man i lie regnede .xlij. ^eere; he founded 
24 the grete cytee of I30NGB in Cathay, fat is a gret del 
more fan Eome. The tother gret Chanb fat cam after 
him becani a payneino i aB the ofer after him. The 
kyngdom of Cathay is the grettest Eeme of the world 
28 And also the gret Chan is the most myglity Emperour 
of the world t the grettest lord Yiider the firmament, t 
so ho clepetli him in his leitres right fus : ^ Chan filius 

DBI EXCELSI OJirmUM VNIUEESAM TEiZRAJlf COLBNCIUilf SUM- 
32 MUS ImPBPATOB ET DOiUINUS OilfJVIUM BOJ/ZNANOIUM. And 
the lettre of his grete seel writen ahouten is this : Beus 
IN CELO, Chan supeb tejjram eius fortitudo o^mim 
HOMiNC/M Imperatoris sigilluj/. And the superscrip- 
36 cioun aboiito his lityB seel is this : Dei fortitudo 
OMNIUM HOJ/LVUM Imperatohis sigillum. And aB he it 


[1 fol. 96 6] 
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All Tartars 
believe in 
God. 


Oh XXV r. 


Two 

festivals on 
the Can's 
birthday and 
on the 
anniversary 
of his pre- 
sentation in 
the texnjile. 


Two on 
anniver- 
saries of the 
idol’s en- 
thronement 
and first 
miracle. 


[1 fol. 9763 


Fimr 
ihousand 
^/arons i ule 
those 
fCbtival^. 


Precious 
cloths ami 
jewels. 


fat fci 1 j(j iiui crirftned, ^it iiatlielus tlie Empe/vur i iiH 
the Tartaryenes bcleciiew in god liiinortaH. And whan 
fei wiH: mtinace^A oiiy man, l)a;iuo fei seyii : God knoweth 
wel fat I sclia’-i do fe such a thing, i telleth his 4 
manace. And fi^s haue 300 herd wlii he is dept the 
grete Chane. 


,Or THE GOUj&i?NANCE OF THE GRETE CHANES 
COURT t WHAH HE MAKETH SOLEMPNE 
FESTES; OF HIS PHILOSOPHRES, AND OF HIS 
ARRAY WHAN HE RIDETH BE ])E COATRE. 


8 


N OW schaH I teH 30U the goiieniaiice of the court of 
the grete Chane wliaii he inaketh solenipne 
festes, -t fat is jirincyjially .iiij. tymes in the 3 eer. The 
firste feste is of his hyrtlie ; fat o| 5 er is of his presen- 
taczouii in liere temple, fat fei clei>en here Mosbach, 
where foi makeu a nianere of circiu?icisiou 9 i; And the 12 
tother .ij. festes he?i of his ydoles. The iirsle feste of the 
yJole is whan lie is lirst put in to hire temple -t throned. 
The tofer feste is whan the ydole Legynnetli first to speke 
or to worche niyractes. Mo heM fere not of solenipne 16 
festes, hut 3 if lie niarye oiiy of his children. Now vnder- 
stondeth fat at euery of theise ^ lestes he hath gret ni^ilty- 
tude of pe]>le wel ordeyned and wel arrayed he thousandes, 
he himdredes -fc he tenthes. And ciiery inaa knowcth 20 
wel what seniyso lie schaH do, And enery man 3 eiieth so 
gode hede t so gode attendance to his seniyse, fat noma^i 
fynrleth no defaute. And fere he-n first ordeyned .iiij. .M. 
harouiies inyghly -t riche for to goueme -t to make 24 
ordynance for the feste -t for to serue the Emperou?*. 
And feise solempne festes hen made w^'t/iouten in hales i 
tentes made of clothes of gold ± of tartaries fiiH nohely. 
And aH fo harouns Inwi crounes of gold vpon hire hedes 28 
fuH nohle t riche, fuH of jireciozis stones and grete perles 
oryent. And fei hen aH clothed in clothes of gold or of 
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tiirtaiies or of caniokas, so ricliely t so perfytly pat 
iionia?i in the world can anxenden it lie better devisen it. 
And aH fo I'obes hen orfrayed ail aboutew -t dubbed fail 
4 of jyreciom stones i of grote oryent perlcs full ricliely. 
And pei may wel do so, for clothes of gold -t of sylk hm 
gretter cliep fere a gret del fan bew ciothes of wolle [liere]. 
And f eise .iiij. .M. barouns ben devised in .iiij. conipanyes 
8 And euery thousand is clothed in clothes all of .o. colour 
And fat so wel arrayed -t so ricliely fat it is nierueyle to 
beholde. The firste thousand, fat is of Dukes, of Erles, 
of Marquyses i of Amyralles, ail clothed in clothes of 
12 gold wit/i tysseux of grene silk -t bordured gold, full 
of preciouse ^ stones, in maner as 1 haue seyd before. The 
sccoundo thousand is ail clothed in clothes dyaprcd of red 
selk ail wrought wilh gold -t the orfrayes sett fail of gret 
10 perl and preciows stones, full nobely wrought. The .iij. 
thousand is clotlied in clothes of silk of purpre or of ynde 
And the .iiij. thousaixd is in clothes of jalow. And aH 
hire clothes ben so nobely t so richely wrought wit^ 
20 gold -t precions stones t riche perles fat 3 if a man of this 
contree hadde but only on of hire robes be inyghte wel 
seye fat he scholde neuere be pore. Tor the gold -l the 
preciows stones t the greto oryent perles ben of gretter 
24 value on this half the see fan f ei he?i beyond the see in f o 
coiitrees. And whan fei ben pus apparaylled fei gon 
.ij. t .ij. to gedre full ordynatly before the Emperour, v^iih 
outen speche of ony woord saf only enclynyuge to him. 
28 And euerych of hem boreth a tablett of laspere or of 
Iiiory or of cristaH And the niynstraH goynge before hem 
sownynge liere jnstrumentes of dyuerse melodye. And 
-whan the firste thousand is pits passed -t hath made his 
32 mostre he w^t)^draweth him on fat o syde. And fan 
entreth fat of cr secojide thousand t doth right so in the 
same manere of array t contenance as did the firste t after 
the fridde i fan the fourthe -fc non of hem seyth not o 
36 word. And at o syde of the Emperours table sitteu 
^ 1. 6, here, raissiug in C. 


Gold and 
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[ifol. 98 a] 
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Various 
soothsayers 
with their 
instruments 
[i fol. 9S 6] 


They fix 
the hours 
when the 
eoiirt slmuld 
how to the 
Emperor. 


Symbolical 
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{.- fol. yj a] 


Explanation 
of them. 


The bowing 

means 

obofiience. 


The finger 
m the ear: 
hear no evil 
design 
without 
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many Philosofres fat hc/i prened for wise Tiie?i in many 
dyiierse sciences, as of ^ Astronomye, Nigromancye, Geo- 
MANCYEjPlBONANCYF, YoROMANCTEjOf AuGURYE t of many 
oper sciences ; Ami enerycR of liaii before hem 4 
Astrolabres of gohl, siwi Spekes, su}?nne the Brayn 
pauiie of a ded ina?i, su?7aue vesseles of gold fuH of 
graiieH or sond, Summe vcsselles of gold fuH of coles 
breiinynge, siuimie vesseii of gold fuH of water t of wyii 8 
•fc of oyle, And sumnie Oriloges of gold mad ful iioboly i 
richely wrought -t many oJ?er inaner of Iiisfcrumeiites after 
like sciences. And at certeyii lioures whan liem thinketh 
tyme pei seyii to certeyn Olfieeres pal stonden before liewi 12 
ordeynd for the tyiiio to fullille hire co77imaiunleinentes : 
Makbth PEES, And fan seyu the Officercs : Kow pees, 
lysteneth. And after pai seylh anofer of the Philosu- 
plires : Eiiery ma?i do reuerence t eiiclyne to the Eiiuierour 16 
fat is goddes sone t souei’ayn lord of aH: the world, for 
now is tyme ; -t fanne enery \ni\n boweth his lied toward 
the erthe. And fanne coiiimandetli the same Philosoplire 
a^en : Stoxdeth vp, t fei don so. And at anotlier hour 20 
se^tli anoj'er Philosoplire: Putteth 50111*6 litik fynger in 
50ure ores, And anon fei don so. And at another hour 
seyth anofer Philosoplire : Putfceth 50111*6 bond before 
50111*6 mowtli, And anon fei don so. And at ano)>er hour 24 
seith niiofer Pliilusoidire : Putteth 50111*6 bond v]>on 501116 
hede, And fei don so. And after fat ho hyddeth hewi to 
dun here bond awey i fei don so. ^ Ainl so from hour to 
hour fei ctoiimauden certeyn thinges, And fei seyn fat 28 
tho thhiges ban dyuerse siguificaciou'7?s. And 1 asked 
hem jireuyly what fo thinges betokened And on of the 
niaistres told me fat the howyngc of tlie hed at fat hour 
betokened this : fat aH fo fat bowedeii here hedes scholtlen 32 
enere more after ben obeyssant i treive to tlie Eniperour 
And neiiere for 5iftes ne for promys in no kyndo to be^^ 
fais ne traytonr viito him for gode i¥)i* euyH. And the 
puttynge of the litvii fynger in the ere hetokeneth as fei 36 
seyn, fat none of hem ne schaH not here speke no con- 
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trariows thing to fclic Eiiiperour, l)ut fat he scliaS teii it 
anon trj his conseiH or disconere it to su7?i fat wiH 
make relacioiui to the Emperour, f ough he were his fa<ler 
4 or l)rotlier or sone. And so forth of aii of er tliiuges j^at is 
don he the Philosophres fei tolde me the causes of many 
(lyuerse thinges. And irustetti right wel in corteyn fat 
iioma?i doth nothing to the Einperour fat Lelongeth vnto 
8 hi??i, nonfer clothinge iie bred ne wyii ne hath ne no^i 
ofer tiling fat longeth to hym, hut at certeyii houres fat 
his Philosophres will deuysen. And ^if fere falle werre 
in ony syde to the Einperoiir aiio?i the Philosophres come 9 ^ 
12 t seyn here avys after here calculac^ou9^s -t coiiseylen the 
Eni 2 )erour after here avys he here sciences, so fat the 
Eniperour doth no thing wit/iouten here consoili. And 
whan the Pliilosojjlires haw don t i)erfoiiniicd here 
16 comandeniontes, fawne the Mynstratt hegyniie^t to dun 
here inynstralcye eiierych in hire Instrumewte^ ech after 
other, with all the molodye fat fei can deuyse. And 
whan fei han don a gode while, on of the Officeros of 
20 the Emperour goth vp on an high stage wrought fiiH 
ciiryously -fc cryeth t seyih witA lowdo voys : IVlaketh 
pees. And fanwe euery maw is stillo. And fjiwne 
anow after aH the lordes fat hew of the Emperoiires 
24 lynage nohely arrayed in riche clothes of gold and 
ryally a232)arayled on white stedes, als inanye as may wel 
sewen hem at fat tyme, hew rody to maken here presentes 
to the Em 2 )eroiir. And fan seyth the Sty ward of the 
28 court to the lordes he name : E. of 1^,, t nempneth first 
the niuste noble -t the worthiestc he name t seyth : Be jee 
redj'* with such a noinhre of white hors for to seruo the 
Emperour 3 onre souercyn lord. And to anofer lord ho 
32 seyth : N. of N., he ^eo redy wit A such a nomhre to serue 
3 oure souereyii lord. And to a nother right so. And to 
att the lordes of the Emperoures lynage ech \^ter other 
as fei hew of estate ; And whan fei bew alle cle 2 )ed fei 
36 entren ech after ofer -fc ^iresonten the wliito hors to tlie 
Emperour t fan goii liire wey. And fan after ah the 


And so of 
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The baions 
nn<l clergy 
offer jewclis, 


[1 ful. 100 a] 
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aie 
to <lo 
reverence. 
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dances, 
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ments 


and hunts. 


[2fol 1006] 

130,000 

minstrels. 


oj^er liarouns ciie^^y of ^cuc^i hbn [j/'gjseiitus or jiieH 
or su?R ofer ping, after pafc pei boji oi* estate. Au‘l paw 
after att the prelates of hire lawe t religioiise men 
i oper - 1 : cilery imDi ^euetli him mm thing. An«l ’vvhan 4 
pat aii iiiew haw pws presented the Einperour, the grette.st 
of dignytee of the prelates ^eiietli Item a hle-synge seyeiige 
an orison of hire lawe. And pan hegywiiew the Idyii- 
streh Ho niakcn hire mynstralcie in dyuerse liistruniente^ 8 
W 2 t/i aH the iiielodye pat pel can deiiyse. And wlntii pel 
haw don hire craft, pan pei hryngew hefore the Eni}ierour 
lyoims, libaides -t o]>er dyuerse bestes Ami Egles ± 
ventours i o])er dyuerse fuules And lissches -t ser[)entes 12 
for to doll him reucrence. And ]»an eouiew jooulouiis 
and Enciiauntourus, pat <lon many ineniaylles, For pei 
maken to come hi tlio ayr the sonne t the iiione be 
soinynge to eiiery niawncs sight. And after pei maken 16 
thenyght so clerk pat nomaw ina} see no thing, And after 
pei maken the day to come ajen fair t plesaiit witA 
bright soune to eiiery mawnes sight. And pan pei 
bryiigen in daunces of the faireste damysellos of the 20 
world -t richest arrayed. And after pei makew to eomo96 
in oper damyselles, bryngvnge coupes of gold fuH of inyllc 
of dyiie?*se bestee t jeuew dry like to lordes t to ladyes x\ud 
pan pei make kiiyghtes to jousteii in armes f uH lusty ly t 24 
pei rennew togidre a gret raundouw i pei frussdiew lugidere 
fiiH fiercely i pei brekeii here speres so rudely pat tlie tron- 
chouiis fleii in sprotes i peces ah aboule the Imile. And 
paw pei make to come in huiityng fur the hurt i for the 28 
boor, hoimdes reimynge with open mouth. And ninny 
oper tliinges pei don be craft liire eucliauutemeiitee, pat it 
is merueyle for to see. And such pley(*s of desport pei 
make til the takynge vp of the boordes. This gret 32 
CnAN liath fuH gret peple for to semen hi??i, as I haue told 
30 U before^ For he hath of myii^stralles the nomhre of 
.xiij. Cumantz but pei abyde not aHweys wil/i hym. 
For aH the mynstroH pat coinew before byrn of what 36 
1. 7-8, mynstreit, r added above by rubricator. 
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nacyoim fat tliei hen of, pei hen w^t^holden vs'ith him as 
of his hoiishokl, -t entred in his hokes as for his owne men ; 

And after fat, where fat enere fei gow, eiieremore fei 
4 cleymeyi for mynstraif of the grete Chane, And vnder fat 
tytle alle ky ages and lordes cherissche^i hem the more v/iih 
^iftes t aii fing; And f erf ore he hath so gret mwltytude 
of hem. And ho hath of certeyn as bough fei were i50,ooo 

r j yeomen for 

8 3omen fat kepen hryddes as Ostryoches, Gerpacouns, 
Sparehaukes, paukons gentyls, lanyeres, sacres, 

SAGRKTTES, PoPYNGAYES wel spckyngc and hriddes 
syngynge. And also of wylde bostes, as of Olipauntz 
12 tamo i othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marmeseites i ofero 
dyiierse hestes, the moimtance of .xv. Cumantz of ^omen. 

And of Phisicyens cristene he hath .cc. And of leches 430 

' . . - _ , physicians 

fat hen cristene he hath .cc. -t .x. And of leches -t an<i leeches. 
16 Phisicyens fat ben sarrazines .xx. But he trusteth 

more in the cristene leches fan in the Sarazines. 

And his ofer comown houshold is withouten nombre, 

And fei aH ban aH necessaries t aht fat hem nedeth 
20 of the Emperoures court. And he hath in liis 
Court many Baronns as Seruytoures fat hew cristene t 
conuerted to gode feyth be the prechinge of Eeligiouse ^^oasehoid. 
cristenmew fat dwellew with him ; But fere hen maiij^e 
24 mo fat wil not fat men knowen fat fei hew cristene. This 

Em] 3 erour may dispenden als ^moche as he wile witAoutew D f^i. 101 a] 
estymac^'ouw, For he not despendeth ne maketh no money 
but of Icther emprinted or of papyre. And of fat monoye Leather and 
28 is soni of gretter prys t som of lasse prys, after the dyue?‘S- money, 
itee of his statutes. And whan fat money hath ronne so 
longe fat it begynneth to waste ; faw mew beren it to the 
Emperoures tresoryc And fan fei taken newe money for 
32 the olde. And fat money goth tliorgh out aH: the contree 
± forgh out aH his x>?‘au}mces, For fere -fc be^oiide hem fei 
make no money nouf er of gold nor of syluer, And ferfore 


he may despende ynow -fc outrageously. And of gold -t Precious 

, , . 1 i 1 a- yN 1 metals adorn 

36 syluer fat mew berew in his contree he maketh Cy lours, the imperial 

Palace. 

Pyleres -t Paumontes m his palays -t ofer dyuerse tlunges, 
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A large ruby 
lights his 
chamber. 
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fcUiiiiner 

residence. 
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the winter 
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The court’s 
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[Ifol 101 6] 


500,000 men 
in the van. 


An equal 
number on 
either side. 


The rear- 
guard is 
more 

numerous. 


what him lyketh. Tlii.s Em|Wour hath in his eliaiubre 
in on of tho pylores of gold a Rubye i a Charboxole 
of half a f(jte long, pat in the iiyght 3 euet!i so gret 
clartee t schyiiyngo, pat it is als light as day ; And he 4 
hath many oper pyecyoi/s stones t many oper Rubyes 
t CHAiiBOXCLES, hut po liGii the grettest t the inoste 
p/’ecyo?/s. This Emperon/* duelleth in some/* in a cytee 
pat is toward tlie north, pat is cdeped Sadiiz -t pere is cold 8 
yiiow. And in w,\iiter he diielieth in a cytee pat is 
dept Camaalech t pat is an hote contree. But the contree 
where he diielleth in most conioiaily is in Gaydo or in 
dung pat is a gode contree t a tempree, after pa^ the 12 
contree is pere, But to mew of this contree it were to 
passyng hoot. Ami wdian this Emperoiir witi rydc 
from o contrci^. to another ^le ordeyneth .iiij. hostes 
of his folk, of the whiche the tirste hoost goth before 16 
him a dayes ioiiruey, For pat hoost schaii hew logged 
the nyght where the Eniperour schaR Ivgge vpon 
the niorwe. And pere sehaR euery mm haue aH 
maner of vytaylle t necessary es pat hen nedefuH of the 20 
Einperoiirs costages. And in this firste hoost is the 
noinbre of poei)ie .1. Cumauxtz, what of hors what of fote. 

Of the whiche euery Cumantz amownte .x.ni. as I haue told 
3011 before. And another hoost goth m the right syde of 24 
the Emperour nygh half a ionrney fro him, And another 
goth on the left syde of him in the same wise. And in 
euery hoost is as nioelie m 2 dtytnde of peple as in tlie 
firste hoost. And pamie after cometh the .iiij. hoost, pat 28 
is moche more pan ony of the opere i pat goth hehynden 
him the niountance of a howc*. draught. And euery hoost 
hath his iourneyes ordeyiieil i?^ cerieyn places where pei 
schuR he logged at nyght, And pere pei schuR haue aR 32 
pat hem nedeth. And ^if it hefaR pat ony of the hoost 
dye, anoj^ pei puttew another in his place, so pat the 
nomhre schaR eneremore he?i hook And ^ee schiiR rnder- 
stonde pat the Emperour in his propre persone rydeth 36 
not as opere gret lordee don be 3 onde, but ^if him. liste to 
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go preiiyly ^ith fewe men for to beji vnknowen. And 
eii he rytt in a cliarett ^Yith .iiij. wheles vi)on the whiche 
is made a faire chambre t and it is made of a certyn wode 
4: fat *conieth out of paradys terrestre, fat mew clepew 
LignuiU Aloes, fat the flodes of paradys bryngen out at 
dyuerse cesoims, as I haue told ^ou herebeforn. And this 
chambre is ^fuS wel .sinellynge because of the wode fat it 
8 is made ohe, And ah this chainbre is couered with June of 
plate of fyn gold dubljed wit^ precyo^^a stones -t grete perles, 
And .iiij. Olifauntz and .iiij. grete destreres all white -t 
couered w?t/i riche couertoures ledynge the chariot. And 
12 .iiij. or .v. or .vj. of the greatest lordes ryden aboute this 
charyot full richely arraye<l -fc fiiS nobely, so fat nomaw 
schali neyglie the charyot, but only the lordes, but ^if 
fat the Eiiiperour calls ony maw to hiw f ai him list to 
16 speke with aH. And abouc the chambre of this chariot 
fat the Emperou?- sitteth june be^i sett vpon a perclie .iiij. 
or .V. or .vj. Geepacouns, to fat entent fat whan the 
Emperour seeth ony wylde foul fat he may take it at 
20 his owne list -t haue the desport -t the pley of the flight, 
First wit A on t after with another; And so he taketh his 
desport passynge be the contree. And nomaw rydetli 
before him of his companye but alle after him. And 
24 nomaw dar not come iiygh the Chariot by a bowe draught 
but f 0 lordes only fat bew aboute him, i aH the boost 
cometh fayrely after him in gret mwltitude. And also 
such anofer charyot witA such hoostes ordeynd t arrayed 
28 gon wit^ the Eiuperesse vpon another syde euerych be 
him self wit A .iiij. hoostes right as the Emperour dide, but 
not with so gret mwltytude of peple. And his eldest sone 
goth be anofer weye in anofer cliariot iw the same manere, 
32 so fat fere is betwene hem so gret multitude of folk 
fat it is merueyle to teH it. And nomaw scholde trowe 
the nombre but he had seen it. And sumtyme it happeth 
fat whan he wil not go fer t fat it lyke him to haue the 
36 Emperesse t ^ his children with him ; fan f ei gon aH 
togydere And here folk bew aH medled in fere i devyded 
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Thfi twelve 
provinces of 
the Empire. 


The 

caiavan- 

serais 


The postal 
service. 


The 

dispatch- 

rulers. 


[ifol. 103 a] 


The baiting 
places. 


in .iiij. parties oiiij". And 300 schuH vnderstoiule pat tlie 
Enipyre of this gret Chane is deuyded in .xij. prouynces 
And eiiery prouynce hatli mo pan .ij. ni. cytees And of 
townes A7i‘tAoiite?i nowibre. This contree is full gret; For 4 
it hath .xij. princypaH kynges in .xij. prouynces And 
eiiery of fo kynges lian many kynges vnder he??i, t aH: fei 
ben obeyssant to the gret Chane. And liis lond i his 
lordschipe duretii so ferr pat a man may not gon from on 8 
lied to anoper, noufer be see ne londe, the space of .vij. 
3eer. And porgh the desertes of his lordschipe fere as 
men may fyndo no townes, fere be7i jnnes ordeyned be 
euery iorneye to resceyue bo tlie man t hors, iu the wliieho 12 
fei schaH fynde plentee of vytaylle -fc of aH fing fat hem 
nedeth for to go be the contree. And fere is a mem ey louse 
custom in fat contree, but it is profitable, fat 3if ony 
contra riows thing fat scholde ben preiudice or greuance 16 
to the Emperour in ony kyndc, [be herd in f e contree] (^) 
ano?i the Emperour bath tydyiiges fereof ± fuH knowlecbe 
in a day, fough it be .iij. or .iiij. iourneys fro him or 
more. For his ambessedours taken here dromedaries or 20 
hire hors i fei priken in aH fat eiiere fei may toward on 
of the jnnes. And whan fei come?t fere anon fei blowen 
an home, t anon fei of the jn knowen wel ynow fat fere 
ben tydynges to warned? the Emperour of sum rebelly oun 24 
a3enst him. And fanne anon fei maken ofer men retly 
in aH haste fat fei may ^ to lieren lettves and pryken in nH 
fat euere fei may, tiH fei come to the ofer jnnes wiiJi 
here lettres. And fanne fei maken fressch men redy to 28 
pryke forth wit^ the le^ires toward the Emperour, whiH 
fat the laste bryngere reste him t bayte his dromedarie 
or bis hors, And so fro jn to jn till it come to the 
Emperour. And fus Anon hath he hasty tydynge,s of 32 
ony thing fat bereth charge be his corroiirs fat rennen so 
hasty ly thorghout aH the contree. And also whan the 
Emperour sendeth his Corrours hastyly f orghoiit his lond, 
euervcli of hem hath a large thong fuH of smale belles 36 


(^) Missing in C. 
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And wLaii fei n«yglioii nerc to the Iniies of oper Corroures, 
p^it bell also ortleyiied be the iorneyes, j?ei ryngeii here 
belles And anon the ofe/* Corrours jnaken hem redy -t 
4: renne^i here weye viito another In ± fus reiinetli on to 
oper fntt spedyly i swyftly, tiH the Emperonrs on tent be 
senied in aii liaste. And theise Curroiirs clept 
Chydydo after here langage, pat is to seye a niessagere. 
8 Also whan the Einperour goth from o contree to another 
as 1 haue told 30 U here before t he passe Jiorgh cytees t 
townes, euery mm inaketh a fiiyr before his dore t 
putteth ])ere jnne ponder of gode gommes pat bew swete 
12 smellynge, for to make gode sauot^r to the Einperonr. 
And aH the peple kneleth doii^i a^enst him -fc don him 
gret reueronce, And pere where religyouse cristene ine?^ 
dwellen, as pei don in many cytees in the lond, pei gon 
16 before hi«j w^t^ processiou^^ \fith cros -t holy water t pei 
syngon: Veni creator spiritus vfith an high voys 
gon towardes him. And whan lie hereth liem he 
commawudeth to his lordes to ryde hesyde him, pat the 
20 Religio««s me?i may come to him. And wlian pci be»t 
nygh him ivitA the cros, pawne he doth adown his 
Galaoth pat syt vpon his hede in inane^’c of a chapelet, 
p<zt is made of gold t preciouse stones t grete perles And 
24 it is so ryche pat iiie?i preysen it to the value of a 
Eoialme in pat centre. And pan he kneleth to the cros 
And pa 7 ^ the ’prelate of the Religiouse men seyth before 
him certeyn orisouns i 3 eueth him a hlessynge w^'t/i the 
28 cros, And he enclyneth to the blessynge fiiH: deiioutely. 
And pa?me the prelate 3 eiieth him sum maner frute to the 
nombre or .ix, in a platere of syluer with peres or Apples 
or oper manore frute, And lie taketh on -t pan me?i> 3 euen 
32 to the opere lordes pat hmi aboute him. Eor the custom 
is such, pat no straungore schatt come before liiwi but ^if 
he 3 eue hym sum mauere thing, after the olde la we pat 
seyth : Nemo acoedat in conspectu meo vacuus. And 
36 pawne the Emperour seyth to the Iteligio 2 /s nie« pat pei 
w^i7^draAvo hem a^en, pat pei ne be not hurt ne harmed of 

MANDEVILLE. 
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tlie gret inwltytiult* of hovt^ fat conien behynde liiwh And 
also in tlie saiiio inane/ don tbe religions men fat dwelled 
}> 6 rt^ tn tlie Emperesso.s f«i passen l»y lie?« And to his 
eldest soiie t to euery of heia fei ]»resenteu frute. And 4 
^ee scliuH vnde/stonde fat the poeple fat he hath so many 
ho.^tes otle ahouten liyni i abonte his wyfes t his sone fei 
ihvtdle not c'uutynuelly vrith hiwz, but attweys wlian hi??t 
]\’lcoch fei beyz sent ^ fore. Ami after vdiaii fei haiz don fei 8 
reton/neii to hire owne houslioldes, saf only fei fat be?i 
dwellynge with hym in lioushokl for to semen hi/)i -t his 
wyfes t his sones for to gouernen his huusliold. And 
all be it fat tlie othere be/i dejiarted fro him after fat fei 12 
hinz perfourmed hire semysc, ^it fere abydeth contynuelly 
wit/i \\im in court . 1 . mill, men at horse And .CG. ]\[iH. 
mezi a fote wit^ouien mynstrelles t Ipo fat kepeii wylde 
I'leste^ t dyuerse bruldes, of fe whiche I haue tolde 30 U 16 
the nomhre before. Yncler the firmament is not so gret 
a lord lie so myghty ne so riche as is tbe grete Chane, 
Nought Prestre Iohan fat is Emperour of the high 
Ynde lie the Sowdaii of Babyloyne ne the Emperour of 20 
Persye, AH f eise ne hen not in comparisoun to the grete 
Chane noiifer of myght ne of noblesse ne of ryaltoe ne of 
ricchesse. For in aH feise he passeth aH erthely princes 
Wherfore it is gret harm fat he beleueth not feithfiilly in 24 
god. And natheles he wil gladly here speke of god And 
he siiffreth wtd fat cristene men dweH in his lordschipe t 
fat mezz of his feith be»i made cristene men, ^if fei wile, 
forghout aH his contree, For he defendeth noman to 28 
holde no lawe other fan him lyketh. In fat contree sinn 
man hath an .C. \vyfes, summe .lx., summe mo, sii?>mie 
lesse. And fei taken the nexte of hire kyn to hire wyfes, 
saf only fat fei out taken hire modres, hire doiightres t 32 
hire sustres of the nioder syde. But hire sustres on the 
fadir syde of another womman fei may wel lake, And 
hire ^liretheres wyfes also after here deth And here Step- 
niudres also in the same wyse. 36 
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OF THE LAAYE t THE CUSTOMS OF THE t-Mi.xxvn 
TARTAEIENES, DUELLYHGE IN CHATAY, t 
HOW pAT MEY DON WHHN THE BU]?EROUR 
SCHAL DYE, ± HOW HE BCHAL BE CHOSEN, 

T he folk of Ipat coiiti’013 vaen aH lonqc clotlies wiih- cv)htuiMeb of 

tIjeTailars 

oiitfHi iiuTOurGS. Anti Jjtii l)en clotlied vjith 

precious clutlios of Tahtarye t of clotties of gold, 

4 And lioro clotili^s ben slytt at tlie sydc -fc fei be^i festned 

with laces of silk And Jjci clotlieii lie/w also with jjylclies 

■t the liyde with outen. And fei vsen noufer cappo ne 

liood And in the same iiianer as the nie^j gon the wominen 

8 gon, so fftt iioman may vnetlie knowe the ine^i fro the 

wonanen, saf only fo wuwimen fat be?i maryed, fat beiw of 
1*^. , T „ „ iiiairied 

the tokiie vpon hire liedes of a iiuwaiea foot, in sigtie fat statt* 

foi ])ew viide?* luajaies fote -t vnder vStdjiecU'oii^i of man. 

12 And hire ivyfes ne dweH: not to gydre, but euery of lie^/i 

be hireself And the hiisbonde may ligge with ’vvlioni of 

hewi fat liiw lyketll. Eiierycll hath his hous, bothe num Movable 

i woniman ; And here houses ben made roiindo of staves Tartar! 

16 “i it hath a round wyndmve aboue'M fat 3 eueth hew light 

And also fat senieth for delyuerance of smoke. And the 

helyngo of here houses t the wowes t the dores be^i aH 

of wode. And whan fei gon to worre fei ledeii hire 

20 houses wit^ hewi vpon chariotle^ as nie^j don ten tee or 

pauylh*ou?is. And fei niakeii hire fuyr in the niydde^ of 

hire houses. And fei ha?i gret m^^ltytude of aH maney 

of liestes, saf only of swyn, for fei brynge^i now forth. 

24 And they ^beleeueu wel o god fat made t formed e aH Th 0 vbt‘iu*ve 

thinges, And natheles 3 it ban fei ydolos of gold -t syluer of nature.*^ 

t of tree -t of cloth, And to fo ydoles fei ollren aH weys dioi. i05a] 

hire first mylk of hire bestee -t also of hire metes t of 

28 hire drynkes before fei eten. And fei offreii often tymes 

liors t bestes. And fei clepen the god of kynde yroga. 

And hire Empemir also what name fat eiiere he haue Names of 

, • ji . . 1 ^ the Imperial 

fei puttew euermore ferto Chane, And wlien I was fere family. 

32 hire Emperuur had to name Thiaut, so fat he was dept 
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Tiiiaut (Jhane, AikUiis houc was <;lepl Tessue And 

wlam 1)0 soliaH lio'W Eiu|»e/*our lie soliaH Ito/i dept Tessde 
Chaxe. And at fat t^nio tlio Ein[>eron/‘ had<le .xij. sones 
wMoiittvz f<*», ftft were iiiuncd CuNOY, Ordij, Chahadat, 4 
Euuyn, KE(}tj, A'Ocab, Cadu, CrcTEN, Ealagy, Eabylan 
i Gareuax i uf liis .iij. wifets the firsto t tlie pniicipatt 
fat was Prestie doHiies dougliter liadde to iiauio SEUioon 
CiiaNjAiuI tho totller Eorak Cuan t tlio tofer Karanke 8 
Chan. Tlic folk of fat coiitree l)i‘gyniiei6 uH liire 
tliinj'es in tlio newo nione And foi worscliipo^i iiioclio the 
mono -t the sonue i often tyiiio kneleii a^enst hew. And 
alle the folk of the cuntree rydou coinowul}’’ w^tAouteu 12 
sjiores, Init fei l>ere^6 all weys a lytiH whippe in hii-e 
hondos for to chueeii viith Eire hors. And fei haii gret 
conscience t iiolden it for a gret symie to casten a knyf 
ill the fiiyr€ t for to drawe tiescli out of a pot wiih a knyf 16 
i for to smyte an hors witA tho liaudiH of a whippe, ^ or 
to smyte an hors witA a brydiH or to hreko o bon witA 
another or for to caste my Ik or ony lykour fat may 
drynke viioii the ertlie or for to take t sle lytil chiidren. 20 
And the moste synne fat ony ma?6 may do is to pisseu 
in hire honses fat fei dwellen in And whoso fat may be 
founden w^’tA fat synne sykeriy fei slen hym. And of 
enerych of Jieise syiines it behoneth hew to be 9 ^ schryue^i 24 
of hire prestes i to paye gret sowme of sillier for hire 
penance. And it behoneth also fat the place fat mew han 
pissed in he halowed a^en -t elles dar nomaw entren f ere- 
jime. And whan fei han payed hire penance ine^t nudvc 28 
hew passen furgh a fuyr or forgli .ij. for to cleiison hewt 
of hire synnes. And also whan ony messaugere comctli 
-b hryngetli le^ires or ony present to the Einjieruiir it 
behoueth hiw fat he with the thing fat he hryngetli 32 
passe forgli .ij. brewnynge fnyres for to pnrgcn hew?., fat 
he brynge no poysoun ne venym ne no wyklved fing fat 
myght be greuance to the lord. And also ^if ony maw 
or wowmaw be taken in avouterye or fornicaciown aiiow 36 
fei sleen hiw. And "who fat steleth ony thing anow fei 
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sie him. Men of hat coiitreo aH godo archeres t Ail are good 
* archers. 

scliootew rigiic weeH botiio men t womiuen, als -vvel on 

bors bak prikyimeas on fote remiynge. And tlie wommen Women 
^ practise 

4 inaken aii fiiiges -fc aii maiier mysteres t craftes as of i^ost trades 
clothes, botes i o]per tliinges -t pei dryiien cartes, plowos 
i way lies i chariottes. And poi inaken lioiises ± aH 
inaner mysteres, out taken bowes -t arwes i Armiiros, 

8 fat men maken. ^ And aH the wommen weron brc(3c]l as [^foi. looni 
Wfl as men. AH tlie folk of fat con tree ben fuH obeysant Thej am 

peaceful anil 

to hire souereynes ne fei figliten not ne chidon not on i^onest. 
w^t7^ another. And fere ben uoiif er tliefes ne robboures 
12 in fat contree t euery ma^i worscliipeth ofer, but noman 
fere doth no reuereiice to no straungeres, but 3 if fei ben 
grete princes. And fei eten houndbs, lyouns, lyberd;'; 5, Their foo<i. 
MARES i FOLES, AssES, Eattes t MEES -t aH mailer of 
16 bested, grete t smale, saf only swyn t bestes fat weren 
defended by tlie olde lawe. And fei eten aH the liestes 
wttiiouten -t wit/yime, w^tAouten castyngo awey of ony 
thing saf only the filthe. And fei eten Imt litiH bred, 

20 but ^if it bo in courtos of grete lordes. And fei hauo not 
in many places nouf er pesen no bones no non ofer potages, 
but fo broth of the llessch. Eor litiH ete fei ony thing 
but flessch t the broth. And whan fei ban eten fei Their dirty 
24 wypen hire hoiides vpon hire skirtes, for fei vse non 
naporye ne towaylles, but 9 if it be before grete lordes, 
but the comonn peple hath none. And whan fei lian 
eten fei piitte^i hire disschos viiwasschen into the pot 
28 or cawdroun w^tA remenant of the flessch and of the 
broth, til fei w^ole eten a 3 en. And the riche men 
drynken mylk of mares or of camaylles or of 
ASiJES or of ofer bestes. And fei wil ben lightly intoxicating 
32 dronken of mylk t of another drynk fat is made of 
liony i of water soden togidre, For in fat contree is 
nouf or wyn ne ale. pei lyuen fuH wrecchedlich, -t 
fei eten but ones in the day -t fat but lytiH, nouther 
36^ in courtes ne in other places. And in sooth o man 
allonc in this contree wil ete more in a day fan on of 
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wil (4c ill .iij. *layes, Ami :;if oiiy simungo luessage/ 
come fere to a lord, lne>^ iniikeii liiwi to ete but ones a 
day -fc fat fuH litiH. Aiid wliaii fei werreu fei werreii 
fiiH wisely t aHweys don here besyues to destroy on hire d 
eiieniyes. Euery niiiH fere heretti .ij. liowes or .iij. t of arwes 
grete pleiitee i a gret ax. And the goiityles han schorte 
speres t large t fuH trenchant on fat o syde, And fei han 
plates t helnies made of gnyrlioyllo -t liirc hors eouertoiires 8 
of iho same. And who so lleeth fro the bataylle ))oi sle 
him. And wliau f oi holdeii 0113’- scge al louto/i (tasteH or toini 
fat is walled -fc defensable fei liehoteii to hem fat hen 
Avit/ijime to don aft the profite and gode, fat it is 12 
nierueylle to here i fei graunteii also to hem fat 
wit/ijiine aft fat fei wift asken hem. And after fat fei 
hen 3olden anoji fei sleen hem alio -fc kutte^i of hive eres 
t so ween hem in v^'negre -t fero of fei maken gret seriiyso 16 
for lordes. Aft here lust -fc aft hire ymaginaciou?^ is for 
to putte^i aft loiides vnder hire swhiccefonn And fei soyn 
fat fei knowen wel he hire prophecyes fab fei schiift be?i 
(jiiercomea b}' archieres t he stvengthe of hem, hut fei 20 
knowe nut of what nacioim ne of \\hat lawe fei schiift 
ben ode fat schuft oxiercoinew he?>i. And ferfore fei 
siiilreu fat folk of aft lawes may peysiliely dweftew 
amonges hewi. Also whan fin wift maken hire ydoles 2 d 
or an ymage of 0113'^ of hire frendes for to liaue remem- 
brance of hym ^ fei maken aft xveys the ymage aft naked 
wit/mu ten ony maiier of clotiiinge. For fei soy 11 fat in 
gode lone scholde he no couciyngo, fat man scholde not 28 
lone for the faire clotiiinge ne for the riche aray, hut 
only for the body siicli as god hath maile it t for the 
gode vertues fat the bod}^ is endowed 'with of nature, 
Nought onl}^ for fair clothinge fat is not of kyndeW 32 
nature. And 3ee schuft vnderstonde fat it is gret drede 
for to pursue?/ tlie Tartarynes 3if fei tleen in liataxdle, 

For in ftiynge fei schootc^i belymden hem t sleon bothe 
men t hors. And whan fei wil fighte fei wift schokkiei 36 
bom to gidre in a plomp, fat 3 if ])ere Ijon .xx. IMt. men, 
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mew scliuH not 'weiion fat fere be scant .x. MiH. And 
fei cone wel wynneji lond of straungeres but foi cone not 
kepe }2 it, For fei ban gretter lust to lye in tentes with- 
4 outeJi f aw for to lye in casteH or in townes ; And fei 
preysen nothing the wytt of ofer nac^ouws. And anionges 
hem oyle of Olyub is full dere, for fei holden it for fiiH 
noble medicyne. And aH: the Tartarienes haw snialo eyen Tiioir small 
8 i litiH of herd i not thikke hered, but schiere. And fei sparse^iiiir 
bew false t traytoures And fei lasten noght fat fei be- 
lioten. fei bew fuH harde folk -t mocho peyne -t wo 
mow suffren t disese, more fan ony ofer folk for fei bew 
12 taught ferto in hire owno contree of i^outhe ; And ferfore 
fei spenden as who seyth right nought. And whan ony 
maw schaH: dye, mew setten a spere besyde hiwi And 
whan he draweth towardes the deth euory man fieeth out Funeral 
16 of the hous tiH he be ded -t after fat fei buryen him in ^[ 3 ^^ 1076 ] 
the feldes. And whan the Emperour dyeth, men setten Emperor 
him in a chayere in myddee the place of his tent And men ?n their^'*^ 
setten a table before hiwi dene couered vfiiJi a cloth i provisions 

and 

20 Vi)on nesch t dyuerse vyaundes And a cuppe full of treasure, 
mares inylk. And mew putten a mare besyde liiwi W 7 t^ 
hire foie t an hors sadeled t brydeled i fei loyn vpon 
the hors gold -t siluer gret qwantytee, And fei puttew 
24 ahoutew him gret plentee of stree. And fan mew maken 
a gret pytt t a largo And witA the tent t all f eiso of er 
thinges fei putten hiwi in erthe. And fei seyn fat whan The next 
he schaii come in to anofer world he schaH not hew wiLA- huagmeTile 
28 outew an hows no witAoutew hors iie w^t^outew gold t Present, 
syluer ; And the mare schaii ^euew him niylk -t bryngon 
him forth mo hors tiH he be wel stored in the tofer 
world. For fei trowen fat after hire deth fei scliiiH bew 
32 etynge t drynkynge in fat ofer world t solacynge hem 
'with hire wifes as fei didon here. And after tyme fat 
the Emperour is fws entered nomaw schaH be so hardy 
to speke of him before his frendes. And 3 it natlxeles 
36 somtyme falleth of manye fat thei maken hem to bew Secret 
entered preuylly be nyghte in wylde places t puttew ajen wild places 
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tli(i grass ouer tlie pytt for to growe, Or eH coueren 
the pytt wit 7 ^ gmueil t sond, fat iiomaii schaii perceyue 
where ne knowe where the pytt is, to fat entent fat 
neuer after none of his frendee schuH han niynde iie ^ 

remeiiibraiice of liim. And fawne fei seyn fat he is 
ravissht in to anofer world, where he is a gretter lord 
[ifoi. ios«] fan he was here. ^And fa^e after doth of the Em> 
Eioctioii of peroiir tlie .vij. lynages asseiubleii hem togidere t cheseii 8 

einporors. ins eldest sone or the iiexte after him of his blood And 

fas fei seye to him : "Wee wolen t wee preyen t ordeyno^ 
fat 360 ben oiire lord t oure Emperour. And faniie he 
answereth : Jif 300 wile fat I regne oner 30U as lord, do 12 
euerych of 3on fat I schaH: commanden him, oufer to 
abydo or to go. And whom so euer fat I commaiindo to 
ben slayn, fat anon he be slayn. And fei answeren aR 
Obedience -xvith o voys : What so euere aee commanden, it scbaH 16 

proimsed to ^ * 

])(3 don. J?anno seyth the Emperour : IlTow vndirstondeth 
wel fat my woord from hens forth is scharp t bytynge as 
a swerd. After men setten hi^n vpon a blak stede i so 
Coronation, hryiigon him to a cliayere fiiH richely arrayed t fere 20 

fei LTownen hym. And fanno att the cytees t gode 
townes seiideii hym riche presentes, so fat at fat iourneye 
he schaH haue more fan .lx. chariottes charged -with gold 
•t syluer, w^t/iouten jewelles of gold t precyouse stones 24 
fat lorded 3eue?i him, fat hen w^tfeoiiten cstymaciouw ; 
And wit/iouten hors t clothes of gold t of Camakaas t 
tartarynes fat hen witAoute?i nomhre. 
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OF THE ROIALME OF THAESE t THE LONDJ&/S ch.xxviii. 
t KYNGDOMS TOWARDF/S THE SEPTENTRI- 
ONAL P^jBTIES in COMYNGE down FROM 
THE LOND OF CHATHAY. 

T his loml of Cathay is in Asye the dope, And after Tarsaor 
on tliis half is Asye the more. The kynodom of 
Cathay marcheth toward tlio west vnto the kyngdoni of 
4 Tiiarsb the wliichc was on of the kynges fat cam to 
presonte onre lord in Rbthlebm , And fei fat he^i of the 
lyiiage of fat kyng arii somme cristene. In Tharse fei 
eton no llesch ‘^ne fei diynken no wyii. And on this iifoi. lost] 
8 half towardes the west is the kyngdoni of Turquesten Turkestan, 
fat strecchoth him toward the west to tlic kyiigdom of 
Persib And toward the Septentrionaja to the kyng- 
doni of Citorasme. In the centre of Tnrqiieston ben hut 
12 fowe godo cytees Rut the besto cytee of fat lond highte 
OoTORAR. joero ben grcto pastures but fewo coornes, And 
ferfoni for the most i)artie fei ben att herdeinen And fei 
ly^n in teiites -t fei drynken a maner Ale made of hony. 

16 And after oii this half is the kyngdom of Ciiorasme fat Khwarezm. 
is a gode lond -t a plenteYon^, w^tAouten, wyn. And it 
hath a desert toward the Est pat lastoth more fan an .c. 
iouriieyes. And the beste cytee of fat con tree is dept 
20 Choeasmb And of fat cytee bereth the contree his name. 

The folk of fat contree ben hardy wcrryoiires. And on 
f is half is the kyngdoni of Comanye where of the Comayns camama. 
fat dwelleden in Grece somtyme weron chaced out. This 
24 is on of the grettest kyngdomes of the world But it is 
not aH enhabyted, For at on of the parties fere is so 
grot cold fat noman may dwell fere And in a nofer 
partie fere is so gret hete fat noman may endure it. 

28 And also fere hen so many fljes fat noinan may knowe 
on what syde he may turne him. In fat contree is but 
lytiH Arberyo ne trees fat beren frute ne ofere. jjoi 
ly 3 n in tentes And foi broimen the dong of hastes for 
32 defaiite of wode. This kyngdoni descendeth on this half 
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toward vs t toward Pruysse -t toward JiusSYE. And 
porj^li fat contree rennetli tlio Ityuere of Ethiia fat is 
on of tliG ^rettest ryiieres of tlie world And it fresetli 
^ so strongly all ^cres fat many tymes lue/i lian fougliteji 4 
vpon the Iso witA grete liostes botlie parii(*s on foie t 
hire hors voyded for the tyme. And, what on horse i 
on fote, mo fan .CC. .Mt. persones on eiiery syde. And 
betwono fat Pyne/’o -t the grete see Occeax fat fei clepew 8 
the see IVIaure ly^u all tlieise roialines. And toward 
the hedo benethe in fat roialme is tlie mount Cno[c]AZ (^) 
fat is the hiest moiuit of the world, And it is lietwene 
tlie see IVIaure -t the see Oaspy. J?ere is fiiH streyt t 12 
daungerows passage for to go toward ynde And ferfore 
kyiig Alisandre ieet make fere a vstrong cytee fab mew 
clepew Alizandre for to kepo the contree, fat nomaw 
scholde passe witAoutew his loue, And now mc?^ clepen 16 
fat cytco the 3 ate of belle And the princypaH cytee of 
Coman YE is clept 8abak. ))at is on of the .iij. wey(‘s 
for to go in to ynde, But he fat weye ne may not passe 
no gret nmltytude of peple, but ^if it be in wynter ; And 20 
fat passage me?i clepew the Derbent. The tother weye 
is for to go f^ the cytee of Tunpiesten be P^iisiE And 
be fat 'vveye bew manye iourneyes be desert. And the 
f ri<lde weye is fat cumetb fro Comanye t fan to go he 24 
tlie grete see t he the kyngdoiw of Aboeeaz. And jee 
schuii vndirstonde fat aH feise kyngdomes t all feise 
londes ahonewseyd vnto Pruysse t to Boss ye ])e?i aH 
obeyssant to the grete Ch.ine of Cathay t many ofere 28 
contrees fat marcheii to ofer cosies ; Wherfore his 
powers i his lordscliipe is fuH grei t fuH niygbty. 

(0 Chotaz, C. 
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OF THE MTBBROVR OF PERSYE AND OF 
THE LOND OF DEEKNESSB, ^AND OF OTHER 
KYNGDOMES pAT BELONGEN TO THE GRETE 
OANE OF CATHAY, AND OTHER LOND^S 
OF HIS, VNTO THE SEE OF GRECE. 


l^T OAV sitti I hauo deuysed 30U the londes l the 
X 1 kyiigdoms toward the parties septe.utrionales in 


coinyngo down frowi tlie lond of Cathay vnto the londes 
4 of the cristene towardes Pruysse t Rossye, now schaR I 
deuysG 30U of oper londes -fc kyngdomes comynge doiui be 
oper costes toward tlie right sydo vnto the see of Grece 
toward the lond of cristene mew. And jjerfore ])at after 
8 yndc t after Cathay the Einperonr of Pea'sie is the 
gretteste lord, ferfore I schaR teR 30U of the kyngdom of 
Pa/zsie First, where he hath .ij. kyngdomes. The firste 
kyngdom begywnoth toward the est toward the kyngdom 
12 of Turquesten And it strechoth(i) toward the west vnto 
the ryiiere of Phison fat is on of the .iiij. ryueres fat comew 
out of Paradys. And on anojjer syde it streccheth toward 
the Septemteion vnto the see of Caspye And also toward 
16 the South vnto the desert of ynde. And this conti’ee is 
gode t pleyii t fuR of pople And fere hen manye gode 
cytees, But the .ij. princyi)aR cytees hew feise : Boyturra 
t Seornbrgant fat summen clepew Sormagant. pQ 
20 tother kyngdom of Pe/zsie streccheth toward the ryuere 
of Phison t the parties of the West vnto the kyngdom 
of Mode [And] (’^) the grete Armen ye t toward the 
Sbptemtrion to the see of Caspib -t toward the South to 
24 the lond of ynde. pixt is also a gode lond i a plentifot^ 
and it hath .iij. grete principaR cytees: Nessabor 
Sapiton t Saumassane. And fawne after is Armbnyk 
in the whiche wercw wont to liew .iiij. kyngdomes. pat is 
28 a no])hi cuntree t fiiH of godes And ^it hegywneth at 
Pa'zzsie t streccheth toward the west in Icngthe vnto 
Turkye And in largeness it diireth [fro] (^) the cytee of 


(^) stvechcheth, C. (®) fro, C. (®) to, IMS. 


Ch. XXIX. 
[1 fol. lOU b\ 


Persia 

divided. 


Eastern 

Persia. 


Bokhara and 
Samarkand. 


Western 

Persia. 


Nishapur, 

Ispahan. 

Armenia 


[2 fol. 110] 
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Tabriz. 

Atedia. 


Shiraz and 

Kirnian. 

Georgia. 


Mount 

Klbruz, 

Alania 


Georgia 
proper, 
opi»(»se»I to 
Abkhasia. 


[ifol. no ft] 

The land of 
darkness 


The 

peiseeiitor, 
Shapiir 11. 
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Alizandra’ pat now is clepi tlio ^ato of belle pat I spak 
ofe Leforn vn[to] (^) the kyngdoin of Mede. In this 
Arnieriye ben fuii manye gode cytees, lJut Taurizo is 
most of name. After pis is the k^mgdoni of Mede pat is 4. 
fuH long hut it is not fuH large, pat hegywnetli toward 
the EST to the loud of Pea'sie t to yiule the lesse. And 
it strecchetli toward the west toward the kyngdoni of 
Oaudee t toward the septenitrion desct^ndynge toward the 8 
litiH Armenye. In pat kyngdoin of IMedee pere hen 
many grete hilles -t litiH of pleyn tirtlie. pere dwellen 
Sarazines -t aii(»per inaiier of folk pat men depfin Con- 
DYNES. The ])este .ij. cytees of pat kyngdoni hen Sarras 12 
■fc Karembn. Af ler pat is the kyngdoin of George pat 
IjegynnetTi toward the est to a gret moiuita^me pat is dept 
Abzor Where pat dwdlen many dyiierse folk of dyuerse 
naciouns And men clepen the con tree Alamo. This 1C 
kyngdoin strecchetli him to warden Turkyb t toward the 
grete see And toward the South it marchetli to the grete 
Armenye. And pere lien .ij kyngdomes in pat contree. 

J?at on is the kyngdoin of Georgie -fc pat oper is the kyng- 20 
doni of Abcaz. Anti attweys in pat contree. hen .ij. 
kynges t pei hen hotlic cristene, But the kyng of Georgie 
IS in safthieccftoun of the grete Ohanb And the kyng of 
Abcaz hath the more strong contree. And he aHweys 24- 
vigorously defeiidetti his contree a 3 enst aH po pat assayllen 
him, so pat noman may make him in snhieccioun to no 
man. In pat kyngdoni of Abchaz is a gret meruaylle, 

For a ^ prouynce of the contree pat hath wd in circnyt 28 
.iij. iorneyes pat men clexien Hauyson is aH couered with 
derkness witAouten ony brightness or light, so pat noman 
may see ne here iie iioman dar entreii in to hem. And 
natheles pei of the contree seyn pat somtymo men heren 32 
voys of folk t hors iiy 3 enge i cokkes crowynge And men 
witeii wel pat mew dwellen pere, but pei knowe not what 
men. And pei seyn pat the derkness l)efeH he myracle of 
god, For a cursed Emperour of Pe/.*sie pat liighte Saures 36^ 
P) vnder, G. 
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pui'suutle tiH cnwtenu luuit to destroye lle7)^ fc to coinpelt 
he>?i to make sacrilise to liis y doles And rood wttA grete 
host in all mer lie iiiyglite for to confouiide the 

4 cristeiic iiioi. And fajino in j)ab contree dwelleden 
nianye gode C'/*isteiu3 ine>i, the whiclie pat laFteii hire godes 
And wolde han tied in to Gkboe. And whan pel wereii 
in a playn pat higlite Megon And this cursed Phiiperony 
8 mett w hh hem his boost for to bane slayn hem t an 
hewew hem to peces And anon the cristeiie kneleden 
to the groundo -t made hire pyeyeres to god to sokoure 
hem, And anon a gret thikke clowde cam t couered the 
12 Empeyour t aH liis boost. And so pei eiiduren in pat 
nianere pat pei ne mo we not gon out on no syde t so 
scliuH pei euermore ahyden in pat derkness till the day of 
dome he the myracle of god. And panne the cristene 
16 men weiiten where hem lykede best at hire owne plesance 
wit/iouten lettynge of ony creatm*e -t hire enomyes en- 
closetl t confounded in derkness wit&outen ony strok. 
Wherfore we may ^ wei soye vtiili dauid : A doming 
20 F.lGTi/M EST ISTUD t EST MIRABILB IN OOULIS NOOTRIS. Alld 
pat was a grot myracle pat god made for hem. "Wherfore 
me thinkotli pat cristene men scliolden hen more deuoute 
to semen oure lord god pan ony oper men of ony oper 
24: sccte, For wiUouten ony dredc ne were cursedness -t 
syime of cristen men, pei scliolden hen lordes of all the 
world, For the ban ere of Ihesu exist is aiiweys displayed 
and redy on aB sydes to the help of his trewe loiiynge 
28 semawntes, In so moclio pat o gode cristene man in gode 
heleeve scholde ouercoiiien -t outchacen a .hft cursed mys 
bedeeuynge men, As Darn’d seith in the psautere : Quo- 

NJAM PE/iSEQUEBATUiZ VNUS MILLS ^ DUO FUGAREi^ DBCEM 
32 MIL! A. Et cadent A LATERE TUO MILLE, DEOEM MILT A A 
DEXTRis TUis. And how pat it luyghte bo pat on scholde 
chacen a Darn’d him self seytli folewynge : Quja .manus 
DOMINI FECIT HEO OMNIA. And oure lord him self seytli 
36 be the prophetes mouth : Si in vijs mbis ambulaubeitis 
SUPER TRIBULANTES VOS MISISSBM LfANUM MBAM. So pat 


The 

Chi istians 
were saved 
from 

Shapur hy 
sudtlen 
darkness, 
which has 
since kept 
him 

enclosed. 


p fol. lUo] 


If Christians 
would only 
be good, the 
Lord would 
make them 
inesistible. 


This is 
proved by 
Sciipture. 
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The 

bfor^Maiis 

ainl 

Armenia ns 
me 

Christians. 


Western 
Christians 
do not take 
the 

sacrament 

often 

enough. 

Turkey, 

Capiiadocia, 

Isaiiiia, 

Phrygia, 

Bitliynia. 

Jifol. 11161 


Satalia. 


Mosul 

Roluis or 
Edessa. 


\v<3 iiiiiy seoii jqieHeiy J?at ^if weu wil be <^oile iiieii iio/i 
eiieinye iie iiuiy uni t‘n<liir»->A ii 3 eust vs. Also ^ee «cbnH: 
viidirstniulo \)a\j out nf j)ai Iniitl nf derkness gotli out 
a gret Itynere pat scJiewetli wtd ]?at pe/e hi}/i folk (hvell- 4 
ynge lie inauy redy tukeiies, ])iit nmuaii dar iml eiitre into 
it. And wytetb wel pat in the kyngdoins nf Georoie, of 
Abghaz i of the litiH: Armen ve bn>i gode crisfen me??, i 
denoute Tor ])ei .sebryne?? ]ie??t -t linwsele?^ euermni’e 8 
ones or twyes in the woke And fere? ben nianye of h<i??i 
fat howsele?? lie??^ eue/y <]ay. Ami so do wee not on this 
half aH ])0 it fat seyiit Poul co/zeiiiaiidetli it seyenge : 
OmXIBL'S niEBf'S lyoMlNlClH AD CUJ/J/rATCANDUJf nORTOK. 12 
Jjei kepeii fat co??Auiaiidenient but wee ne kepen it not. 
Also after on this lialf is Turkie ^Jiat marcbctli to tlie 
greto Armenye And fere be?? niauye p?-onynees as CapA’ 
DociiE, 8 auee, Brique, (jJiTEsiTox, Pytan i Gemeth 16 
And in eiierycli of feise be ?6 many gode cytees. );is 
Turkye strecebetb vuto tlie cytee of kSaghala J>at sittetll 
vpon the sec of Gkeoe And so it inarehetli to Syrie. 
Syrie is a gret contree i a gode as I haue told 3 on before 20 
And also it hath aboue?i to^Yard ynde the kyngdom of 
Oaldeb fat streeeheth fro the iiionntaynes of Calde 
toward the Est vnto the cytee of Xynyuee fat sitteth 
vpon the ryuere of Tygre. And in largeness it bogy??.neth 24 
toward the north to the cytee of Maraga And it 
strecceth toAvard the South vnto the see Ocuean. In 
Caldeb is a pleyn contree t fewe liilles -fc fewe ryiieres. 
After is tlie kyngdom of Mesopotayme fat hegy??neth 28 
toward the est to the flom of Tygre vnto a cytee fat is 
dept MosEfcU And it streeeheth toward tlie west to the 
hoin of EuxatATE vnto a cytee fat is edept Eoiaue And in 
lengthe it goth [fro] (^)tlic moiuit of Armenye vnto the 52 
desert of ynde the lesse. )pis is a gode contree -t a pleyn 
but it hath fewe ryueres; It hath but .ij. niou'??taynes in 
fat contree Of the whiche on bighte Symar t fat oper 
LYSON ; And this lend inarcbeth to the kyngdom of 36 

to, C. 
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Caldfe. Jit feyc in toward the parties Meridionalks 
iiiiuiy cuRtrees -t iiiany regiouiis As the loud of Ethiope 
fat maTchetti toward the est to the greto deserte, toward 
4 the WEST [to] (^)the kyngdom of ISTubyb, to\vard the South 
to the kyiigdom of Moretane And toward the north 
to the rede see. After is Moretane fat dureth fro the 
moiDitaynes ^of Ethiope vnto lyhie tlic hi3e, And fat 
8 coiitree ly3th along fro the see Ocoean toward the South, 
And toward the JS^oRTH it niareheili to Kubtb i to the 
high Lybye ; Tlieise men of ISTubye be>i cristene ; And it 
marchetli [to] {^) the londes ahoiieseyd to the desertgs of 
12 Egypt And fat is the Egipt fat I haue spoken of before 
And after Libye the hye -t Ly'BYB the lowe fat descendeth 
down lowe toward the grcte sec of Spayne, In the whiche 
coiitree bea many kyngdonies -t many dyiicrse folk. Now 
16 1 haue deuysed 3011 many contrees on this half the 
kyngdom of Cathay, of the whiche inanye he?i obeyssant 
to the grete Chane. 


OF THE CONTREES p YLES fAT BEN BE3ONDE 
THE BOND OF CATHAY ± OF THE FRUTJ^S 
fN 22 E p OF .XXIJ. KYmES ENCLOSED W/THJN 
THE MOUNTAYNES. 


20 1VT schaH I soye 30U sewyngly of contrees P yles 
1 fa the?i ]>e3onde the contrees fat I haue si>oken 
of. wherfore I seye 30U, in passynge be the lond of 
Cathaye toward the high ynde P toward Bacuarye, me« 
24 passen be a kyngdom fat ine-ii clepen Caldilhe, fat is a 
fun fair centre. And fere groweth a man cr of fruyt 
as f ough it weren Gowrdes, And whan f ei 1 mi rype mew 
kutte^t hem a to P mew fyiiden w^t/ynne a lytyH best' in 
28 fle&ch, in bon p blode, as f ongh it were a lytiH lomb 
wit/iouten wolle. And mew eten bothe the frut p the 
best. And fat is a gret merueylle. Of fat friite I bane 
eten all fough it were wonderfntt but fat I knowe wel 
e) i, C. e) fro, C. 


Afiieaii 

geography 


p fol. 11‘Jfli 


Ch. XXX 


Tlie 

vegetable 

lamb. 
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fat IS ine/Tieyllowi? in his werk^s. And natheles 
I toliie of als grot a moriieyle to how fat is a monge6* 
vs And fat Avas of the Lerxakbs. For I toldo hem pat 
The barnacle ill oure coiitrco weroji trees fat bareij a frujt fat becomes 4 

goose. 

[1 foi 112 b] hridde5 fleeyiige. And fo fat fellen in ^the water lyiie?^, 

And f ei fat falien on the ertlie dyeii ano?j ; and foi bew 

right gode to mannes mete. And here of had fei als 

grot ineruaylle fat siiwme of hew trowed it were an 8 

other raie jiipossiblo tiling to be. Ill ])at contre be?^ longe apples 
plantb, 

api»ie.s, of gode sail our, Where of hew mo fan an .0. in a cliistre 

s]tiees and '' 

vines. t als manyo in a iiofer. And fei haii grote longe leves 

t large of .ij. fote long or more And in fat con tree -t in 12 
ofer contrees fere abouten growen many trees fat berew 
do we gylofres And iiotemnges -t grete notes of ynde i of 
Canei* t of many ofer spices. And fere be»& vynes 
fab bere^i so grete grapes fat a strong maw scholde haue 16 
ynow to done for to here o clustre with aE the grapes. 

In fat same regioiiw bew the mouwtayiies of Caspte fat 
Alexander mew clepen Ybeb in the contree. Betwene fo inonwfcaynes 
enclose the the lewes of .X. lynages bew enclosed fat mew clepen 20 
the Scythian GoTff t Magoth And fei mowe not gon out on no syde. 

inountams. ^ o ^ 

j)eve weren enclosed .xxij. kynges w^’tA hire peple, fat 
dwelleden betwene the niountaynes of Syohye. J?ere 
kyng Alisandre chacede hew betwene ]?o monntaynes 24 
And fere lie thoughto for to enclose bew forgh werk 
of his men. But whan he saugh fat he myghte not don 
The God of it lie bryng it to an ende, he preyed to god of nature fat 

nature 

hnibhed his he wolde parforme fat fat he had begonne And aH were 28 

it so fat he was a payneme i not 'worthi to ben herd, 3 it 

god of his grace closed the niouwtaynes togydre, so fat 

Those Jews fei dwellew fere aif faste ylokked i enclosed with higli 
cannot 

escape by mountaynes alle aboute, saf only on o syde. And on ]>at 32 

becanse svde is the see of Caspte. How may sum men asken : 

the Caspian 

IS a lake. see is (^) on fat o syde, Wherfore go fei not 

out on the see syde for to go iihere fat hew lyketh? 

[2 foi. 113 a] But to this questions I schal ^answere : pat see of Caspye 36 

{^) is, repeated, C. 
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gotli out be londe vnder tbe mowitaynes t reiinetb be 
* tbe desert at o syde of tbe contree t after it streccbetb 
vnto tbe Qiides of Pejzsie And aHjjougb it be dept a see, 

4 it is no see ne it toncbetb to non oper see, But it is a 
lake, tbe grettest of tbe world. And Jjougb fei wolden 
pntten be?n in to ])at see, pei ne wysten neuer where fat 
bei sdiolde arryuen. And also bei conen no langage but Also because 

^ ^ , . . , « theykiiowr 

8 only hire owne fat nonian knowetli but f ei, And f erfore 
xnowe fei not gon out. And also 300 sdiuil vnderstonde 
fat the lewos ban no propre lend of hire owne for to 
dwellen June in aH the world, but only fat loud betwene 
12 tbe mountaynes, And 3 it fei 3 elden tribute for fat lond to 

the queen of Amazoine tbe wbicbe bat niaketb hmi to of 

^ ^ * Amazonia, 

ben kept in cloos full dibgently fat fei sebuH not gon 

out on no syde but be tbe cost of hire lond. For hire lond 

16 marcbetb to fo mountaynes. And often it bath befallen Afewiiave 

escaped. 

fat (^) sunime of tbe lowes ban gon vp the mountaynes 
And avaled down to tbe valeyes, But gret nombre of folk Bub the 
ne may not do so For the mountaynes ben so bye t so impractic- 
20 stregbt vp, fat fei moste abyde fere maugree hire mygbt, large 
For fei mowe not gon out but be a lititt issue fat was 
made be strengtbe of men; And it lastetli wel a .iiij, 
grete myle. And after is fere 3 it a lond aR desert, where 
24 men may fynde no water ne for dyggynge ne for non 
other fing, Wherfore men may not dwellcn in fat place 
so is it fiiH of dragounes, of serpentes -t of ofer venymons 
bestes fat noiiian dar not passe but 3 if it be be strong 
28 wynter. And fat streyt passage men clepen in fat 
contree Clyron, And fat is tbe passage fat the queen of 
Amazoine maketh to ben kept. And fogh ^it bappene Pfui.iis&i 
siwn of hem be fortune to gon out, fei conen no maner of 
32 langage but Ebrew, so fat fei can not speke to tbe 


peple. And 3 it natbeles men seyn fei scliuH gon out in the time 
in the tyme of Antborist And fat fei scbiiH maken they shall 

escape 

gret slaughter of cristene men. And f erfore aB tbe and destroy 

, Christians. 

3d lewes fat dwellen in aB londe? lernen aB weys to speken 


(^) ])at, repeated, 0. 


MANDEVILLE- 


N 
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A fox shall 
burrow 
tin Gill'll to 
the ten 
tribes, 


and they 
shall escape 
hy following 
him iiiifler- 
gronnd. 


[ifol. 114 a] 

In Bactna 
are cotton 
trees. 


Hippopota- 

muses. 


GnfTins. 


Ebrew, in hope fat whan the ofer lewes selmH gon 
out, fat fei may vnderstonden hire speche i to leden 
hew in to cristendom for to destroys the cristene peple. 

For the lewes seyn fat fei knowen wel be hire p7*o- 4 
phecyes fat fei of Caspye schuH gon out t spreden 
forgli out aH the world And fat the cristene mew 
sehuti Lew vnder I lire suhiecciou?i als lotige as fei han 
hen in swhiecc^ouw of hem. And ^i£ fat 300 wil wyte 8 
how fat fei schiiH fynden hire weye, after fat I haue 
herd seye I scliaH teH 30 U. In the tyme of Antecrist a 
FOX schaH make fere his trayne -t myimn an hole where 
kyiig Alis ANDRE leet make tlie 3ates And 'so loiige he 12 
scliaH mynen -t percew the erthe til fat lie schaH passo 
forgli towardes fat folk. And whan fei seen the pox 
they scliuH haue gret merueylle of him be cause fat fei 
saugh neuer such a Lest, For of aH: of ere hestes fei haw 16 
enclosed amonges hem, saf only the Fox. And fa?iiiG 
fei schullen chacen hhw t piirsuen hww so streyte, tiH fat 
ho come to the same place fat he cam fro. And fawne 
fei schiillew dyggen t myne?i so strongly, tiH fat fei 20 
fynden the 3ates fat kyng Alisandre leet make of grete 
stones t passynge huge, wel symeiited t made stronge for 
the maystrie. And f 0 3ates fei schuH hreken t so gon 
out be fyndynge of fat issue. Fro fat lond gon mew 24 
to^ward the lond of Bacharie, where hew fuH yiiele folk 
l fuH cruoH. In fat lond hew trees fat herew wolle as 
fogh it were of sclieep, where of mew maken clothes t 
aH f ing fat may hew made of wolle : In fat contree 28 
hew many Ypotaynes Jmt dwellen somtyme in the water 
i somtyme on the lond And fei hew half man t half hors 
as I haue seyd before, And fei eteii mew whan fei may 
take newt. And fere hew ryueres i watres fat ben fuH 32 
byttere, free sithes more fan is the water of the see. In 
fat centre ben many Grippounes more plentee fan in 
ony other contree Sumiuen seyn fat fei han the body 
vpward as an Egle And lienetlie as a lyoun And treuly 36 
fei seyn soth fat fei hew of fat schapp. But o 
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GrippouR liatli the body more gret -t is more strong 
panne .viij. lyouns, of suclie lyoiins as o this half, 

And more gret -t strongere pan an .0. Egles suche as 
4 we hail amonges vs. For o Grifpoot pere wil here OneRriffin 
fleynge to his nest a gret hors ^if he may fynde liim at 
the poynt or .ij. oxen ^olced togidere as pei gou at the yok^o?^ 
plowgh. For he hath his talouiis so loiige -t so large 
8 t greto ypon Ids feet as pongh pei weren homes of grete 
oxen or of Ijugies or of ky^n, so p«t nie?^ maken cuppes of 
hem to dry liken of. And of hire rihlies and of the 
pennes of liire Avenges mm maken ])owes fuH stronge to 
12 schote -with Arwos t quai’eH:. From pens gon me;t lie 
many iourneyes porgll tlio lend of Prestre Toliii the grete 
Einperour of ynde, And mew clepeii his roialiiie the yle 
of Pentexoire. 


OF THE RYALL ESTATE OF PRESTRiS? lOHN ch xxxr. 
i OF A RICHE MAN p)AT MADE A MJ5?E^UEYL0US lU] 
CASTEErL AND CLEPBD IT PAJRADYS t OF HIS 
SOTYLTEE. 

16 rflHIS Empefoiif Prestre lohii liolb fiiH gret lond And prester 
A hath many fuH noble cyi,ees t gode toAAmes in 
his Royalme and many grete <]yuerse yles t large. For 
ah the coiitree of ynde is deuysed in yles for the grete 
20 flodes pat comew from Pawadys pat depay-ten ah the lond 
ill many parties. And also in the see he hath fuH manye 
yles. And the bestc cytee in the jle of Pentexoire is 
Nysb pat is a fuH ryah cytee i a noble and fuH riche 
24 This Prestre lohii hath vnder him many kynge^ t many 
yles i many dynerse folk of dyuerse condiciowns And this 
lond is fuH gode t ryche, hut not so riche as is the lond 
of the grete Chane. For the inarchauntes comew not 
28 thider so comouwly for to bye marchandises as pei don in 
the lond of the gret Chane, for it is to fer to trauaylle to. 

And on pat other parti(^, in the yle of Cathay mew 
fynden ah maner thing pat is node to man clothes of 
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gold of Silk of spycerye i a» inaner aiiere de poys, And 
ferfore, aH Le it pat men lian grotier chop in the yle of 
Prestre loliii, natlicdess ixlqti dreden the longe weye t the 
grete periles in the see in po partyes. Por in many 4 
places of the see hen grete roches of stones of the 
Adamant, pat of his iiropre nature draweth iren to hi?7z, 
And perfore pere passen no schippes pat han oiiper bonder 
or nayles of iren v^ithin hem, And 3 if per do anon the 8 
roches of the Adamantes drawee hem to liem, pat nener 
pci may go pens. I myself hane seen o ferrom in pat see 
as pough it Iiadde hG?^ a gret yle fiiH of trees -fe huscayHe 
fiiH of tliornes t hreres gret plentee, And the schipmen 12 
tolde vs pat aH ])at was of schippes ])at wereii drawen 
thider he the Adamauates for the iren ^ pat was in hem. 
And of the roteness -fc oper thing pat was w^tfein the 
schippes grewen such hiiscaylle t tliornes t hreres t grene 16 
grass t such maner of thing, And of the mastes -fc the 
seyH ^erdes it semod a grete wode or a groue. And suche 
roches ben in many places pere ah oaten And perfore diir 
not the marchantes passen pere hut ^if pei knowen wel 20 
the passages or eH pat pei han gode lodesmen. And also 
pei dreden the longe weye -t perfore thei gon to Cathay 
for it is more nygh. And : 3 it is it not so nygh hut pat 
men moste hen trauayllynge he see t lond .xj. monethes 24 
or .xij. from Gene or from Yenyse or he come to Cathay, 
And 3 it is the lond of Prestre lohn more ferr he many 
dredfuH iourneyes And the marchantes passen bo the 
kyiigdom of Pis/iSiB -t gon to a cytee pat is dept Hermes 28 
for Hermes the Philosorhre founded it, And after pat 
pei passen an arm of the see t panne pei gon to another 
cytee pat is dept Golbaoh t pere pei fynden marchandises i 
of PopENGAYES as gret plentee as men fynden here of gees. 32 
And 3 if pei wil passen ferthere pei may gon sykerly jnow. 

In pat contree is hut lytyH wlieto or liarly t perfore pei 
eten Ey 3 S -t bony t niylk t chese -t frute. This 
Emperour Prestre lohn taketh aHweys to liis wif tlie 36 
doughter of the grete Chane And the grete Chanb also 
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in tlie same wise the dougliter ot* Presbre lolin, For ]?eise 
.ij. be>i the grcttosfe lordes vndir tlie firmamcnb. In tlic 
lond of Prestre loUn ben many dyuerse tliinges i inanye 
4: itrecious sfcoiies so gretc t so large fnfc men inakeii of lie?n 
vesseH As plateres, dissolies t ciippes t many ofer 
merueyles ben fere fat it wore to conibrous ^ and to long 
to putten it in scripture of bokes. But of the priiicipaH 
8 yles t of liis estate and of liis lawc I scliaH telle 30U 
soiu parbye. This Emperoiir Prestre lolin is cri&tene prestei 
And a gret partie of Ids contree also. Bub ^it foi bane not rSlgioji. 
aH tlio Articles of cure fey^Lh as wee hauen. beleuen 
12 wel ill the fader, in tlie sone and in the holy gost And fei 
ben fuH dououte -fc right trewe on to a nothor And fei 
sotte not be no burettes no by cawteles no of no disceytes. His 
And he bath vnder him .Ixxij. proiiynces And in ewery 
16 prouyiice is a kyng And feise kynges han kynges vnder 
hem, -fc alle lien tributaries to Prestre lohn. And he 
hath in his lordschipes many grote menieyles, For in 
his eontreo is the see pat mer^ clepoii the Graubly seb 
20 fc^t is ah grauott and sond w^tAoute^i ony drojie of water. 

And it ehheth -t lloweth in grote wawes as ofer sees don. 

And it is neiier stille no in pes in no inaiier ccsoiiw And 
nomaTi may passe fat see be navyo ne be no maner 
24 of craft t f erf ore may no nnm knowe wliat loud is 
be 3 ond fat see. And aH be it fat (i) it liaue no water 
3 it mm fyiulen fere in t on the bankes fuH gode fissch its ash. 
of other maner of kynde i schapp fanue mew fyndeu in 
28 ony other see t fei bew of riglit goode tast t dcdicyoiis 
to mawnes mete. And a .iij. iournoys long fro fat 
see ben grote niountaynes out of the wliiche goth out 
a gret flood fat cometli out of I^aeadys t it is fuH 
32 of precious stones witj^outen ony drope of water The river of 
it reniieth forgh the desert on fat 0 syde, so fat it stonos^^ 
maketh the see graiiely And it bereth into fat see t fere 
it endeth. And fat llo^nine renneth also .iij, dayes in the it flows 
36 woke t bryngeth with lii?n gretc stones -t the roches ^also in the week. 

/w i j. j. T f't i" I"®!* 

(*) pat, iex>eatcd, 0. 
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and pat grefc plenteo, And anon as fei beii eiitred 
in to the graiiely see fei be/t seyn nomure, but lost for 
enereinore. And in po .iij, dayes pat that ryuerc rennuth 
noina 7 i dar entree in to it, Eut in the oper dayes me/i dar 4 
entren wel ynow. Also be 3 onde pat iloinme, more 
vpward to the descries is a gret pleyn all grauelly betwciie 
the mou^itaynes. And in pat playn euery day at the si nine 
risynge begynne?^ to growe smale trees -t pei grouen til 8 
mydday berynge frute. But nomau dar taken of pat 
frute for it is a thing of Fayeyb. And after Midday pei 
discrecen t entren a 3 en in to the erthe, so pat at the 
goynge dona of the sonne pei apperen no more -t so pei 12 
don euery day -t pat is a gret mervaylle. In pat desert 
be?t many "wylde pat be/i hidouse to loke/i on for pei 
be?i horned And pei sp)eken nought but pei gronteii as 
pygges. And pere is also gret plente[e](^) of wylde lioundes, 16 
And pere be?i luanyo Bopegayes pat pci clepe^i Psitakes 
in hire langage And pei spoken of hire propre nature t 
salueii men pat gon porgh the desertes t spekeii to hem 
als appertely as pougli it were a ma7i. And pei pat speken 20 
wel ban a large tonge i ban .v. toos vpoii a fote. And 
pere be7i also of oper manere, pat ban but .iij. toos vp>on a 
fote And pei speken not or but litiH for pei cone not Imt 
cryen. This Emperour Prestre lohii whan he goth into 24 
bataylle a 3 enst ony other lord, he hath no bane res bom 
before bim But he hath .iij. crosses of gold fyu grete i 
hye, fun of preciows stones. And euery of po cross hen 
sett in a chariot fuH richely arrayed. And for to kepe7^ 28 
euery cros beji ordeyned .x. MiH. ^inon of armes i mo pan 
an ,C.M^. men on fote in maner as meji wolde kopc a 
stondard in oui‘e contrees Whan pat wee hen in loud of 
werre. And this nomhre of folk is witi^outen the priiicy- 32 
paH boost -fc witSouteii weiiges ordeyiid for the bataylle. 
And whan he hath no werre, hut riilcth yvith a pryuy 
meynee )>a?me he hath bore before but o cros of 
tree w^tAollten peyiiiure t w-jlAoutcR gold or siluer or 36 
(^) plenteo, U. 
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precious stones in renienibranoe fat Iliesu crist suffred 
detli vpon a cros of tree. And he hath born Ijofore him 
also a plater of gold fuH of or the in tokeue fat his iiobless 
4 t his myght t liis flessch scliaH tiirne?i to ertho. And he 
hath born before liini also a vesseH of silner fuH of noble 
jewelles of gold fuH riche t of precious stones in tukene 
of his lordschipe i of his nobless t of his myght. He 
8 duelleth conioimly in the cytee of Stjse -t fere is his 
jjrincipaH palays fat is so riche t so noble fat noma^i wil 
trowe it by estiniaciouji but he had seen it. And aboue^i 
the chief tour of the palays be?i .ij. rounde pomeles of 
12 gold And in euerych of liem ben .ij. charboncles grete i 
large fat schyiien fuH brighte vpon the nyght And the 
principal! 3ate5 of his palays ben of a preciows ston fat 
men clopen Sardoyne And the bordure -t the barres ben 
16 of luoRYE xind the Avyndowes of the halles t chambres 
ben of CRiSTAMi And the tables whereon men eten sonime 
ben of EMERAUDEij’, sumnie of Amatyst t somme of gold 
fill! of precions stones And the pileres fat beren vp the 
20 tables ben of the same precioi«s stones And the degrees to 
gon vp to his throne where he sitteth at fo mete on is of 
Oniche, Aiiofer is of cbistaijL t anofer of Iaspre grene, 
Anofer of amatyst, Anofer of Sardynb, Anofer of 
24 CoBNBLiNB. And the .vij. fat he setteth onne his feet 
is of ^Crisolyte. And aid feise degrees ben bordured 
witA fyn gold w^*tA the totllere precyoiis stones sett viiih 
grete perles oryent. And the sydos of the soge of his 
28 throne ben of Emeeaudes t bordured wit^ gold fill! 
nobely And dubbed wit^ ofer precions stones and grete 
perles. And aii the pileres in his chauibre ben of fyiie 
gold witA precione stones -t w^tA manye Charboncles fat 
32 3 eucn gret lyglit vpon the nyght to aii peple. And aii be it 
fat the Charboncle 3 eue lyght right yuo w, natheles at alle 
tynies brenneth a vesseH of Cbistai* fuH of Bawme for 
to 3 euen gode smell -t odour to the Emperour -t to voyden 
36 awey aii wykkede eyres i cornipciouns. And the forme 
of his bedd ivS of fyne saphires bended w^fcA gold for to 
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make liiy/A slepun wel t to refreynei^ him from leehrye. 
For }ir3 Avitt not ly^o with liis wyfes hut .iiij. sithcs in the 
^eer after the .iiij. cesowas, And fat is only for to engcndre 
children. He hath also a fuH: fayr palays t a noble at 4 
the cytee of jSTtse AA^here pat he duolleth Avhan hini best 
lyketh. But the Ayr is not so attempree as it is at the 
cytee of Suss. And ^ee schuii vnderstonde pat in ah his 
contree ne in the coiitrees fere aH aboute mm oten noght 8 
but ones in the day, but ^if fat lue'M makeii horn in the 
court of the grete Chane. And so fei eten euery day in 

ti Mi» 

his court mo fanne .xxx. persones, Avit/ioiite7i goores 
t coineres. But the .xxx. persones of his contree ne 12 
of the contree of the grete Chane ne spendeii nought so 
moche gode as don .xij. .M.' of ourc' contree. This Emperour 
Prestre lohn hath eueremore .Auj. kynges with biwi to 
serue?^ hi;^^ And fei deparleii hire seruice be certeyn 16 
monethes And with feise kyiiges serue/j aH Aveys dxxij. 
Dukes Aud .ccc. t .lx. Erles. And all the dayes of the ;eer 
fere eten ^iii his lioushold i in his Court .xij. Erche- 
bysshoppes t .xx. Bisshoppes. And the Patriark of seynt 20 
Thomas is fere as is the Pope here And the Erchebis- 
shoppes i the Bisshoppes t the ahhottes in fat 'contree 
ben alle kynges. Aud euerych of feise grete lordes 
know'en A^el ynoAv the Attendance of hire seruyee. The 24 
on is may&ter of his lioushold, Aiiofer is his chambirleyn, 
Auofer serueth hi/H of a dyssch, Aiiofer of the cuppe, 
Aiiofer is StyAvard, Aiiofer is AfareschaH, Anofer is 
Prynce of his Arnies; And fus is he fuH iiobely t 28 
serued. And Ms loud diiveth in verry brede .iiij. 
monethes iorneyes And in longthe out of niesuro, fat is 
to seyne AH the yles vnder erthe fab AA^ee supposen to be^j 
vnder a^s. Besydo the ylo of Pentexoihb fat is the lond 32 
of Prestre John is a gret ylo long i brode fat nie‘;j clepen 
Milstorak t it is in the lordschipe of Prestre lohn. In 
fat yle is gret plentee of godes. fere Avas dAvellynge 
somtyme a riche man i it is not longe sithe t me?i dept 36 
him Gatiiolonabes i he Avas fiiH of cauteles t of sotyH 
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disceytes. And he hodde a fuH fair casteH t a strong in 
a mod^tayne, so strong t so noble ]>at noman cowde 
devise a fairere ne a strengere. And he had let inuren aH 
4 the mountavne abonte n-itli a strong waH I a fair And 
mtfejnne bo walks he had the fairest gardyn fat ony man 
mygfite beholde t ferein were trees berynge aH manor of 
frntes fat ony man cowde denyse. And ferein were 
8 also aH manor vortuono herbes of gode smeB and 
att ofor herbes also fat beren fairo flonres. And he 
had also in fat gardyn many fairo welles And beside 
fo welles he had lete make fairo halles i fame I foi. 

12 chambres depeynted aH w^tft gold t azure. And fuc 
weren in fat place many a dyuerse thinges And manye 
dyuerse storyes. And of bestes t of bryddos fat songen 
fuH delectabely t meveden be craft, fat it seniede fat fei 
1 wereii quyke. And he had also in his gardyn aH manor 
of foules i of bestes fot ony manmygllte thenke on for 
to haue pley or desport to beholde hem. And he had 
also in fat place the faii-este damyseles fat inygBte ben Hjh iwe 
20 founde vnder the age of .xv. jeer And the faireste jonge 
striplynges fafc men myglits gete of Jjat same age ; And 
aH fei weren clothed in clothes of gold fuH riehely And 
he scyde fat fo weren aungeles. And he had dso let 
24 make .iij. welles fairs t, noble t aH envyroimd wztt ston 
of jaspre, of cristaH, dyapred wit/i gold t sett viiih 
procioMS stones t grete orient perles. And he had made 
a conduyt vnder erthe so fat the .iij. welles at his Hst on 
28 scholde reune mylk, Anofer wyn t anofer bony ; And 

pat place he dept poradys. And whan fat ony gode Boidyojmg 
knyght fat was hardy t noble cam to see this rialtee, bronghtto. 
he wolde lede him in to his poradys t schewen him feise 
32 wonderfuH thinges to his desport t the merneylloMS t 
delicioMS song of dynorse briddes i the fairs damyseles 
i the faire weUes of mylk of wyn t of hony plentevons 
rennynge. And he wolde let make dyuerse jnstrumentes 
36 of Musik to sownen in an high tour so merily fat it was 
ioye for to here t noman scholde see the craft fere of. 
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And ]7o liG scydo were'it aungeles of god -t fat place was 
iwadyd fat giDd had Loliiglit to liis frendes seyenge : Dabo 
VUB/S TEliRA^il FLUENTEJI LACTE t MELLE. Alld faWUB 
woldo he niakoii liewt to drynken of a certeyn drynk 4 
whereof anoia f ei schuldeii ^ be dronken And f amie wolde 
hewt thiiiken gretter dclyt fan fei hadden before. And 
fan wolde he seye to hewi fat 3 if ,tliey wolde dyen for 
liiwi t for his lone fat afler hire deth fei sclioldo come 8 
to his paradys i fei sclioldeii ben of the ago of fo 
damyselles -t fei scliolde pleyen w^tA hewi t 3 it ben 
may denes. And after fat 3 it scliolde he putteii he»i in 
a fa^Tere paradys, where fat fei scliolde see god of 12 
nature visiboly in his magestee and in his blissc. And 
fan wolde he schewe he?n his entent And seye liewi fat 3 if 
fei wolde go sle such a lord or such a man fat was his 
enemy e or contrariot^s to Ms list, fat fei scliolde not 16 
drede to don it i for to be slayu ferfore liewt self, for 
after hire deth he wolde putten lie/?i in to anof er paradys, 
fat was an .0. fold fairere fan ony of the tothere t fere 
scliolde fei dwellen Wit7^ the most fairest damyselles fat 20 
myghte bo -t pley w^tA \\em eueremore. And f us wenten 
many ilyuerse lusty Baclieleres for to slo grete lordes 
iu dyuerse contrees fat weren his eiiemyes t made 
hemself to hcii slayn in hope to liaiie fat paradys. And 24 
pus often tyiUG ho was revenged of liis enemy es be his 
sotyH disceytes t false cawteles. And whan the wortlii 
men of the contree liaddeu perceyued this sotyH falshod 
of this CiATUOT.ONABES, fei assembled he??i wit// force t 28 
assay leden his castcli t slo wen him -t destroyeden all 
the faire places t aH the noliletees of fat paradys. The 
place of the welles t of the waUes -t of many of er thinges 
ben 3 it apertly sene, but the riccliesse is voyded clene ; 32 
And it is not longes gon sith fat place ivas destroyed. 
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OF THE DEUELES HEDB IN THE VALEYE cu.xxxii. 
mRlLOUS, AND OF THE CUSTOMS OF FOLK 
IN DYU^i^SE YLES j)AT BEN ABOUTEN IN 
THE LOEDSCHIPE OF PRESTEjS IOHN. 

B ESYDE pat yie of jMistorak vi)oii the left syde 
iiygli to the ryuero of Phison is ii nierueyloMs 
thing. Jpere is ^ a vale betwene the mou^itaynes pat The Vaie 
4 clureth nygli a .iiij. myle And summeu clepcii it the [ifoi. ii* 9 «] 
vale enchaunted, So?wme clepen it the vale of deueles 
l somme clepen it pe vale perilous. In pat vale heren 
often tyine grete tempestes and thondxes i grete 
8 luurmures i noyses aii dayes t nyghtes And gret noyse 
as it were sown of tahours and of nakeres t of troinj^es, 
as pough it were of a gret feste. This vale is aH fuH: 
of deueles -t hath beji ailwoys. And nie'>i seyn pero pat 
2 it is on of the entrees of helle. In pat vale is gret it is full (,f 
plentce of gold t syluer, Wherfore many niysbeleuyngo 
men -t nianye cri stone men also gon in often tyme for to 
haue of the thresoure pat pere is, But fewe comen a 3 en 
6 i namely of the mysbeleevynge mew, iie of the cristene 
me?i nouper, for anon pei bew strangled of deueles. And 
in inydd place of pat vale vnder a roche is an hed -t The Devil's 
the visage of a deiiyl bodyliche, fuH: horrible t dredfuH 
0 to se. And it schewcth not, but the hed to the schuldres, 

But pere is noinan in the world so hardy, cristene ma 9 i 
ne other, but pat he wolde bew adrad for to beholde it 
t pat it wolde soiiion him to dye for drede, so is it 
4 hidoiisc for to beholde. For ho beholdetll oiiery man so 
scharply witA drcdtiiH eyen ])at bew eueremore mevynge 
± sparklynge as fiiyre -t chiiungeth t stereth so often 
ill dyuerso man ore with so horrible contenaiice, pat noman 
8 dar not neighen towardes him. And fro him cometh out 
smoko -fc stynkaiide fuyr t so moche abliomynac^ouw, pat 
vnethe nomaw may pere endure. But the godc cristene Goodchris- 
men pat ben stable in the feyth entren weH witAoutew from danger. 

2 pcrile, For pei wil first schryuen he?w t niarkew hewi 
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vciih tliu tokeiie of the lioiy cros, »so ftti Llio fon«lc6* no 
liaii ^no power ouer Eiit tili Le it fat fei bcM 

w2t7zout(‘7J perile 3it natlieles iie lieii fei not wit/ionteii 
dreJe whan fat fei seen the deiieles visibely and liodyly 4 
all ahouto he?;i, fat niaken fiiH many ilyiierse assautes 
i nianaces in eyi* t in ertlie t agabten he?}i wit/i strokes 
of tlioiider hlastes and of tem[>estes, and the moste drede 
is, fat gnd wole take« vengeance faniie of fat fat men 8 
ban mysdon 03011 his wdle. And 300 schuH vndirstoude 
fat whan luy lelowes and I weren in fat vale wee weivn 
in gret thoiiglit whe fer fat wo diirsten piitten oure hodyes 
in aveiitiire to gon in or non, in the protectmu^i of god. 12 
And so?;mie of oiire lelowes accordeden to eiitre -t sownne 
noght. So fere were?i A\ilA vs .ij. wortlii men Fr(*re 
j\lenoiires, fat woven of loinliardye fab seytlen fat 3if 
ony iiia^i wmlde entren, fei wolde gon in with vs. And IG 
whan fei hadtlen seyd so vpon the gracyuas trust of 
god t of hojn wee leet synge masse i made euery maw 
to bo/i schryiien -fc housold. And fa?me wee entreden 
.xiiij. persones, Lut at oure goynge out wee w^eren but 20 
Ax. And so wee wisten neuere whefer fat oui’e felowes 
weren lost or oH turned a3en for drede, But wee ne saugh 
he?w neuer after; And fo werew .ij. mew of Grece t 
.iij. of Spaynb, And oure ofer felowes fat wulden not 24 
goii in ^v^t 7 i vs fei won tew by another coste tc ben before 
vs i so fei were. And f^ts ivee passeden fab perilouse 
vale i foimdon ferjuiio gold -t *syluer -t precioas stones 
•t riche jewelles gret plentee, hothe here -t fere as vs 28 
seined. But whefer fat it was as vs semede, I 'wot iicre 
for I touched none, he cause fat the deueles heie so suhtyle 
to make a thing to seme otherwise fan it is for to disceyiie 
mankynde i f erf ore I towched none And also because 32 
fat I 'wolde not hew put out of luy ^ deuociouw, for I was 
more deuout fawne fan euere I was before or after, And 
iiR for the drede of fendee fat I saugh in dyiicrse figures 
And also for the gi*et nialtytude of dede bodyes fat I 36 
saugh fere liggynge be the weye be aH the vale as 
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Jjongll pore lio,d ben l^ataylle betwene .ij. kynges 
i tlie iiiyglltyest of tlie contree, t pat the gretter partye 
bad ben discoinfyicd i slayn. And I trowe pat vnethe 
4 scholde ony contree bane so nioclie peple w^tj^iii bi^H as 
lay slayn in pat vale, as vs thongbte, tbe wbicbe was an 
bidouse sight to seen. And I menieylled moebe pat pere TUej-e was 
weren sonianye t tbe bodyes afiliole w^tfeiite?i rotynge, decay. 

8 But I trowe pat fendes made bem semen to be^i so bole 
wMonten rotynge. But pat mygbte not bew to myn 
tivys pat so mauye scbolde bane entred so newely ne so 
nianye newely slayn wit/iouten stynlcynge -t rotynge. 

L2 And manye of boni wero?i in babite of cristeno men, But 
I trowe ^vel pat it wore^i of suclie pat wenten in for dress, 
coiietyse of tbe tbresoure pat was pere t baddeii ouer- 
moebo febloncsse in tbe feitR, so pat hire bertes ne mygbte 
[6 not endiiren in tbe beleve for dredo ; And perfore were?i 

wee tbe more deuout a gret del. And ^it wee weren cast we were 
dolui beten down many tymes to the bard ertbo be 
wyndes and tbondres t tempested, But eueremore god of 
20 bis grace balp vs, And so wee passed pat perilous vale 
witAoutejz perilo -t w^tj^outen encombrance, thanked bo aH: 
mygbty godd. After this be^onde pat vale is a gret yle 
Wbere tbe folk bew grete Gbauntes of .xxviij. fote longe Giants. 

24 or of .XXX. fote long And pei ban no clotbinge but of 
skylines of bestes pat pei bangen vpon bem And pei 
eten no breed, But aH raw flescb t pei drynken mylk of 
bestei?, for pei ba^^ plentee of all bestaylle ; And pei bane 
28 none bouses to lyen ^jnne. And pei etew more gladly (ifoi. 120 Z*] 
niawnes flescb panne ony oper flescb. In to pat yle dar 
nomaii gladly entreii. And ^if pei seen a sebipp -t men 
peroinne, Anew pei entren in to tbe see for to take bem. 

32 And me 9 ^ seydew Vs pat in an yle be^onde pat weren 
Geantks* of grettere stature, summe of .xlv. fote or of .1. 
fote long And as soy/mieraen seyn, summe of .1. cubytes 
long. But I sagb none of po, for I badde no lust to go 
36 to po parties, because pat nomaw cometb nouper into pat 
yle ne into pat oper, but pf be be deuoured anon. And 
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among J)o geaiini.es hen sclioep als grete as oxen hei*e t jjei 
beren grei wolle t roiigli ; Of fo schoep I liane seyn many 
tyines. And men lian soon many tymes fo Geauxtes 
taken men in the see out of hire schippes t hroughte 4 
he?n to loiido .ij. in on hond -t .ij. in anofer, etynge hem 
f^oynge ail raw -t ail qnyk. -Anofer yle is fere toward 
the north in the see Ogcean, where pat hen fuH criiolo -t 
fill euele wommen of nature t pei han preeio2/s stones in 8 
hire eyon. And pel ho?? of pat kynde, pat 3 if poi helioldeii 
Women tiiftt ony nia?i w^'tA wrattlie bei slen him anon with the l)e- 
look lioldyngo, as doth the Basilisk. Anoper yle is pere fuH 

fair t godo i grot t fuH of peplo Where the custom is 12 
such, pat the lirste nyght pat pei hen inaryed pei inake?i 
anoper man to lye he hire wifes for to haue hire mayden- 
liode, -fc perforo pei taken greb Imyro -t gret thank. And 
per be??, certeyn me?^ in enery town pat senie?i of non 16 
other thing And pci clepen hem Cadeberiz, ])at is to 
Tiie fools of seyiie : the foies of wanhopc. For poi of the contree 

flesiiair, i i . -i 

holdeji it so gret a thing t so pe?Tlons for to haue the 
mayilenhode of a wominan, pat lie??i someth pat pei pat 20 
Pfoi. 1210 } haiie?i first ^ the maydenhode putteth lihn in auonture of 
his lif. And ^if tlie hnsLoiide fynde his wif ma-yden that 
o])er next nyght afte?' pat sche scholde haue bo?i loyn liy 
of the man pat is assigned perefore, peraunte?’ for dron- 24 
keiiess or for sum other cause, the husLonde scliaH pleyne 
vpon hi???, pat he hath not don his deveer in such crueH 
wise as pough the officere wolde haue slayn him. But 
after the firste nyght pat pei he??, leyn by poi kei)eu lie??i 28 
so streytely pat pei he?i not so hardy to speke wit/i no 
man. And I asked he?n the cause whi pat pei Iielden 
such custom -t pei sey den mo, pat of olde tyme me?i hadden 
he?i dede for defloiirynge of maydenes pat hadden se?'peiites 32 
in hire hodyes ])at stonge?i meti vpon hire ^erdes, pat 
, pei dyedeii anon. And pciiore pei heldon pat custom to 

make oper men ordeynd pe?*fore, to lye he hire wyfes for 
drede of doth -t to assaye the passage he another [ratlier] (^) 36 
(^) rather, missing in C. 
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fan for to pufcte hem in pat auenture. After pat is 

anoper y le Avhere pat wommew maken gret sorwe whan Birth causes 
^ ^ - . , . , iiiourning, 

hire children ben yborn And w-han pei dyen pei maken death raises 
4 gret feste t gret ioye t reueli -t pa?me pei casten hem into 
a gret fuyr brennynge. And po pat lonew wel hire hus- 
bondes, ^if hire hnsbondes hen dede, pei casten hem also 
in the fuyr with hire children -t brennew hem. And pei 
8 seyn pat the fnyr schali clensen hem of aH hltbes t of aH suttee : fire 

^ „ 1 -I • j 1-1 piiviiies. 

vices And pei schuH: gon pured i dene into aiioper world 
to hire hiisbondes, t pei schuH: leden hire children with 
hem. And the cause whi pat pei wepen whan hire chil- 
12 dren be?i born is bis : for whan pei come^i into this world, Tiiis world 

is full of 

pei comew to ^labour, sorwe and heuyness. And whi pei sorrows, 
maken ioye and gladnesse at hire dyenge is because pat 
as pei seyn panne pei gon to paradys, where the ryueres 
16 reiinenmylk t hony, where pat men seen hem in ioye t in 
liabundance of godes, wit/iouten sorwe -fc labour. In pat 
yle men maken liire kyng eueremore be elecUbuw And Kings are 
pey ne chesen him nought for no noblesse ne for no 
20 ricchess, but such on as is of gode maneges t of gode 
condictouws, t perew^t^all rightfuii; And also pat he be 
of gret Age t pat lie haue no children. In pat yle men 
be« fun rightfuH and pei don rightfuH: luggenientes in kings. 

24 euery cause, bothe of riche t pore, smale and grete, after 
tlie q^^antytee of the trespas pat is mysdon. And the kyng 
may nought deiiie noman to det^ witi^oute^i assent of his 
barouns t operwyse men of conseifi: t pat aH the court 
28 acorde perto. And ^if the kyng himself do ony homy- oriminai 
cydie or ony cryme, as to sle a man or ony such cas, Sylotted. 
he schaH dye perefore, but he scliaH not he slayn as 
another man, But me?^ schuH defende in peyne of deth 
32 pat noman be so hardy to make him company e, ne to 
speke with hym, ne pat noma?i 3 eue him ne selle him ne 
serue him 'nouther of mete ne of drynk j And so schaH 
he dye in myschef. spare noman pat hath trespaced 
36 nouper for loue ne for fauour ne for ricchess ne for 
nobless, but pat he schaH haue after pat he hath don. 
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Be^onde fat vie is anot]&er yle wliere is gret mwitytiide of 
folk -t pei wole not for nofing cten fleseB of hares ne of 
he^mes ne of gees ; And 3 it fei bryngen forth ynowe for 
to seen hem -t to beholden hem only. But pei eten 4 
flessch of aii oper bestes -fc drynken mylk. In pat contree 
pei ^taken hire douglitres -t hire sustres to here wyfes i 
hire opere kynneswommen, And 3 if pere be?t .x. men or 
.xij. men ur mo dwellynge in an hows, the wif of eueryeli 8 
of hem schaH: be^i comou?i to hem alio pat duelle?t in pat 
hows, So pat euery man may liggen viiih whom he wolo 
of hem on o nyght -t wUh another Another nyght. And 
^if sebe haue ony child sclio may ^eue it to what man 12 
pat sehe list pat hath companyed hire, -so pat noman 
knoweth pere Wheper the child be his or anoperes. And ^if 
ony man seye to bem pat ]>ei norisschen oper mennes 
cliildren, pei answeren pat so don oper men hires. In 16 
pat centre t be all ynde ben gret plentee of Cokodrilles, 
pat is a maner of a long serpent as I haue seyd before. 
.And in the nyght pei dwellen in the water t on tlie day 
vpon the lond in roches -t in Caues. And pei ete no 20 
mete in all the wynter, but pei ly^n as in a drem, as 
don the serpentes. )5eise serpentes slen men t pei eten 
hem wepynge. And wlian pei eten pei meven the ouer- 
jowe -fc nought the nether iowe -t pei haue no tonge. In 24 
pat contree -t in many opere be^onde pat t also in manye 
on this half, men putten in werke the sede of cotoun 
And pci sowen it euery 3 eer -t pan groweth it in smale 
trees pat heren cotoun. And so don men euery 3 ere, so 28 
pat pere is plentee of cotoun at all tymes. Item in this 
yle t in many opere pere is a maner of wode hard t 
strong, Whoso couereth the coles of pat wode vnder the 
assches pereoffe, the coles wil duellen -t abyden all qnyk 32 
a 3 ere or more. And pat tre hath many leves as the 
Gynypre hath, i pere ben also many trees pat of nature 
pei Avole neiier brc7ine ne rote in no manere. And pere 
ben note trees pat beren notes als grete as a mannes lied. 36 
)5ero also be many bestes pat ben dept Oraflbs, In 
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Arabye pei ])ew cle^jt Gerpauntz, ^ pafc is a best pomelee or 
spotieJ, pat [is] (^) but a lityH more liigll pan is a steJe, l>ut 

ti 

he hath the necke a ,xx. cub^^tes long. And his croupe -fc 
4 his tayl is as of an hert And he may loken oner a grefc 
high lions. And pere be?i also in pal contree maiiye 
Camles, pat is a lytili best as a Goot pat is wylde -t he 
lyueth be the eyr and oteth nought ne dryiiketh nought 
8 at no tynie. And he chaungeth his colour oftentyme, 
Eor men seen him often sithes now in o colour t now 
in anoper colour, And he may cliaunge him in to all 
maner coloures pat him list, saf only in to red t white. 
12 J?ere ben also in pat contree passynge grete serpentes, 

XX 

Summe of .vj. fote long i pei be% of dyuerse coloures as 
rayed rede, grene i lalowe, blewe -t blake t aH spekelede. 
i pere be^^ opere pat ban crestes vpon hire hedes t pei gon 
16 [vpon] (^) hire feet vpright And pei ben wel a .iiij, fadme 
gret or more. And pei dueller afiwey in rochos or in 
mountaynes (^) And pei haw aHwey the throte open, of 
wheiis pei droppen venyni afiweys. And pere hew also 
20 wylde swyn of many coloures als grete as hew oxen in 
oure contree t pei hew aH spotted as hew ^onge fownea. 
And pere ben also vechounes als grete as wylde swyn 
hero, Wee clepen hem Porcz de spyne. And pere ben 
24 lyouns ail white grot t myghty. And pere hen also of 
oper bestes als grete i more gretter pan is a destrere, 
And men clepen hem Lobrancz And summen clepen hem 
Odenthos And pei han a blak bed t .iij. longe homes 
28 trenchant in the front scharpe as a swerd -t the body is 
sclendre ; And he is a fuH felonons best And he cliacetli 
t sleeth the ^ Olipant. pere ben also manye oper bestes 
fuH wykked i crueH pat ben not mocheles more pan a 
32 bore And pei han the hede lych a Eore -t pei han .vj. 
feet And on euery foote .ij. large clawes trenchant And 
the body is lych a Bere, t the tayl as a lyoun. And 
pere hen also myse als grete as houndes t jalowe myse 
36 als grete as rabenes. And pere ben Gees all rede pra 
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sitlies more grot fan oure here -t fei han the hetl, the 
necke -t the hresi aft Ijlak. And many ofer d^nierso 
Ijestes in fo contreos -t eftwhere pere ahoute/i i 
iiianye dyuert^e bridde^* also, of the vvhiche it were to longe 4 
f( r to teft 30 U i ferfore I passe ouer at this tyme. 


Ch. XXXIII. OF THE GODENESS OF THE FOLK OF THE 
YLE OF BEAGMAH; OF KYNG ALLSANDRE, 
AND WriERFOR£? THE EMPFROUR OF YNDE 
IS CLEPT TEBSTEB lOHN. 
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A nd l)e 3 onde fat yle is anofer yle gret t gode and 
plentifows where fat hen gode folk ± trewe and 
of gode lyuynge after hire lieleve and of gode f(\yt!i. 8 
And aft be it fat fei he^ not cristned no haiie no perfyt 
lawe, 9 it natheles of kyiidely lawe fei be)i fuft of aft 
vertue t fei escliewen aft vices -t aft malices t aft synnes. 
For fei be?t not proude no couovtows no envyow-s ne 12 
wratMuft ne glotonns ne Iccchero^/s No fei don to no 
maw ofer wise fan fei woldo fat ofer me?i diden to hem. 
And in this poynt fei fnftfdleh the .x. commandementes 
of god, And pf no charge of a veer ne of ricchess And fei 16 
lye not ne fei swere not for non occasiouw, hut f oi seyn 
symply 9E and nay, For fei seyn he fat sweretll wil 
disceyue his neyghbore ; And f erf ore aft fat fei don fei 
don it w^tAoutew oth. And mew clepon jiat yle the yle 20 
of Bragman, And somme men clepen it the lond of feyth, 

^ And f orgh fat lond renneth a gret ryuere fat is dept 
Thebe. And in gencraft aft the men of fo yles t of aft 
the marches fereaboiiten lien more trewe fan in ony 24 
othere contrees ferealionten t moro riglitfuft fan ofere 
in aft thinges. In fat yle is no thef ne mordrere ne 
comoun womman ne pore beggere ne nenere was man 
slayn in fat contree. And fei hm so chast t leden so 28 
gode lif as fat fei weren religio?^^ me??,, And fei fasten 
aft dayes. And because fei ben so trewe -t so rightfuft 
t so fiift of aft gode condicioii}?s fei weren nenere greued 
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wzfcA leinpesles ne with tliomler ne with leyt no with 
liayl ne v>ith pestylenco ne werre ne with hunger 
ne [witli] (^) no^i ofer tribiilacioim, as wee many tymes 
4 aiuonges vs for oure synnos, ^\nierfore it seinetli wel fat 
god louethhejH -t is plesed with hire creance for hire godo 
dedes. j5ei belevon wel in god fat made aH thinges -fc 
him fei worschipen. And fei preysen non erthely 
8 ricchess, And so fei aff rightfiiH And fei lyuen fiitt 
ordynatly i so sohrely in mete t drynk, fat fei lyueji 
right longe. And the most part of hem dyeii \v^tAoute•/^ 
sykness whan nature fayleili hem for elde. And it 
12 hefeH in kyng Alisandres tyme fat he purposed him 
to conquere fat yie t to maken lieni to holdeii of him. 

Ami whan fei of the centre herdon it fei senten 
Messangeres to him with le^ires fab soy den thus : What 
16 may ]>en ynow to fat nia^i to whom ali the world is 
iiisuifisaut? ])ou scdialt fynde no thing in vs fab may 
cause fe to werreii a^enst vs. For wee haue no ricchess 
no none wee coiioyten, And all the godes of ouro contree 
20 ben in como^^9^. Oure mete fat wee susteyne with aH 
oure hodyes is oure ricchess, And in^stede of tresour of 
gr>ld -t syluer wee maken oure tresouro of accord i pees 
-fc for to lone euery man ofer. And for to apparaylle 
24 w^t/i oure hodyes wee vsen a sely lityH clout for to 
wrappen in oure caroynos, Oure wyfes ne be?^ not 
arrayed for to make no man plesance, but only 
cownable array for to eschewe folye. Whan me^^ peyneii 
28 hem to array e the body for to make it semew fayrere fan 
god made it, fei don gret synne, For man schold not 
devise ne Aske gretter beautee fan god hath ordeyned 
man to ben at his birthe. The orthe mynystreth to vs 
32 .ij. tbinges : Oure liflode fat cometh of the eitho pat wee 
lyue ])y -t oure sepulture after oure detli. Wee bane ben in 
perpetueH pees till now fat foil come to dislierite vs. And 
also wee liaue a kyng nought only for to do Justice to 
36 euery man, for he schaH fynde no forfeie among vs, but 
(^) wit, C. 
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for to ke[)e iioLless -t for to scliewe fat woe ben obeyssant 
wee liane a kyng. For Iiistice iie liatll not among vs no 
place, for woe don to noniaw ofer wise fan wee desiren 
fat me?i don to vs, so fat riglitwisness ne vengeance liaw 4: 
nonglit to don amonges vs ; so fat no thing f on may take 
fro vs but oiire gode pes fat atl weys hath dured among 
V.S. And whan kyng Alisandri?; ha<l rad feise lettves he 
thonghte fat ho scholde do grei synne for to trouhle he?// 8 
And fainio he sente hem siirtecz fat fei scholde not hew 
aferd of hiwz t fat fei scholde kepen hire gode nniiieres 
t hire gode pees as fei hadden vsed before of custom t 
so he let hem allone. Anofer yle fere is fat ine^i clepen 12 
OxiBRATE t anofer yle fat mew clepe?i G-ynosophb 
Where fere is also gode folk t fuH: of gode feyth. And 
fei holden for the moste ^partye the gode condiciouws 
and customs t gode maneres as mew of the contree aboue- 16 
seyd, but fei gon all naked. Into fat yle entred kyng 
Alisandre to see the manere, And whan he sangh hire 
gret feyth -t hire tronthe fat was amonges hem, he seydo 
fat he wolde not greuew hem And bad he?w aske of hym 20 
what fat fei wolde haue of him, ricchoss or ony thing 
elles i fei scholde haue it witA gode wille. And fei 
answerden fat he was riche ynow fat haddo mete i 
dry like to susteyne the body witA, For the ricchess of 24 
this world fat is transitorie is not worth. But 3 if it were 
in his powere to make hem jnmortaH, fereof wolde fei 
preyen him t thanken him. And Alisandre answerde 
hem fat it was not in his pow^ere to don it, because he 28 
was morteH as fei were. And fanne fei asked him whi 
he was so proud t so fierce t so besy for to puttew aH: the 
world vnder his subieckoun, right as f on were a god -fc hast 
no tonne of thi lif, neifer day ne hour, And wylnest to 32 
haue aH the world at thi commandement,fat schaH leve fe 
witiiouten fayle or f ou leve it. And right as it hath ben 
to of er mew before f e, right so it schaH ben to of ere after f e 
And from hens schaltow here no thyng, But as fou were 36 
honi naked, right so aH naked schall fi body hew turned 
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into ertriu )nit fou were made of. Wiicrfure fou scholdewt 
thenke i jinpressc ifc in tlii myiide fat no f ing is jiiinortaii 
Imt only god fat made all fing. Bo the wliiclie answere 
4 Alisandre was gretly astoneyed t ahayst t all confuse 
departed from hem. And att be it fat tlicyse folk han 
not the articles of oiire feyth as wee han, natheles for 
hire gode feyth natiireii -t for hire gode entent I trowe fully 
8 fat god loueth hem i fat god [taketli] {^) hire seruyae to 
grec, right ns he did of loB fat was a paynem t held ^hi???. 
for his trewe seruant. And ferfore aH be it fat fere ben 
many dynerse lawes in the world, ^^t I trowe fat god 
12 loueth alweys hem fat louen him t seruen him mekely in 
trouthe And namely hem fat dispysen the veyii glorie 
of this world, as fis folk don t as job did also. And 
ferfore seyde onre lord be the mouth of Ozeb the 
16 prophete : Ponam eis multxplices beges meas. * And also 
in another place : Qui TOTUii/ obbbm subdit suis lbgibus. 
And also cure lord seyth in the gospeli : Alias cues 
HABBO, QUB NON SUNT EX HOC ouiLT. ]pat is to soyno fat 
20 he hadde othere seriiawntes fan fo fat ben vnder cristene 
lawe. And to fat acordeth the avisioun fat seynt Petexj 
saugh at Iaff, How the aungel cam from heuene -t 
broughte before him dynerse bestes as serpentes i ofer 
24 crepynge bestes of the erthc -t of ofer also gret plentee, and 
bad him take t ete. And seynt Peter auswerde : I ete 
neiier, qwod he, of vnclene bestes. And fanne seyde the 
aungeil : Hon dicas inmunda que deus mundauit. And 
528 fat was in tokene fat noman scholdo haue in despite non 
erthely man for here dynerse lawes, For wee knowe not 
whom god loueth ne whom god hateth. And for fat 
ensample whan men seyn Db propundis : fei seyn it in 
32 comoun i in generaii, witA the cristene : pro ano/abus 

OA/ATZ7M DEPUNOTORUJI/ PRO QUIBUS SIT ORANDUM. Aud 
ferfore seye I of this folk fat hen so trewe -t so feythfuH, 
fat god loueth hem, For he hath amonges hem many of 
36 the prophetes t ahwey hath had. And in fo yles fei 
(q take, 0. 


God loves 
natural faith 
in heathens, 

Pfol Ii25a3 


Dififerences 
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do not 
matter. 
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allows of a 
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religious. 
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in Joppa. 


God loves 
the Brag- 
mans. 
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proi^liecyed ilie jncarnac/oux of oure lord Ih/l’su grist; 
How lie scholde han liorn of a niaydeu .iij. MiH ;eoi' or 
more or oure lord was born of the virgyne !Marie. And 
fei beleeven wcI in tlie JNCARNAOioUiV t fat fuH perlitcly, i 
but fei knowe not tbc manere liow be sufEred, bis 
passiouw and detb for vs. And be^onde feise yles fere 
is another yle fat is ck‘])t Pyt.\n. The folk of fat 
p foi. i20&j contree ^ no tyJe not ne laboiire not the erthe, for fei eleii 8 

no man ere thing. And fei be^i of gode colour i of faire 
Dwarfs scliap after hire gretness, lint the smale be'R as Dwbrghes, 

feeding . 

of hut not so lityli as ben the Pigmeyes. J?eise nie?i lyuen 

apples. the snieli of wylde Apples And whan fei gon ony fer 12 

weye fei boren tlie Apples with hewt, For ^if fei hadde^^ 
lost the sauour of the Apples fei scholde dyen anon, j^ei 
no b(‘w not full resonabhi but ’fei hew syinple i bestyaH. 
Hai^, After fat^is another yle where the folk be?i aH skynned 16 

folk. rough beer as a rough best, saf only the face t the pawnie 

of the bond. Jjeise folk gon als wel vnder the water of 
the see us fei don aboue the loud aH drye And fei cten 
hofe hessch -t fissch aH raugh. In this yle is a gret 20 
Pyuere fat is wel a .ij. 111 yle t an half of brede fat is 
dept Buemauz:;. And fro fat Ityuere a .xv. iunieycs in 
hiiigtho goyngo be the desertes of the tother syde of the 
Pyiiere Whoso inyght gon it, for I was not fere, But it 24 
was told vs of lio7n of the contree, fat w?t7ijime fo 
Tlie tiees dosei'ies werevi the trees of the sonne t of the mone, fat 

of the Sim ’ 

and Moon, si^akeii to kyng Alisandre And warned \nm of Jiis d(*th. 

And mm seyn fat the folk fatkepeii fo trees t eteii of tlie 28 

frnte t of tlie hawnie fat groweth fere lyueyi wel .ccec. 
3eer or .D. 3efire he vertue of the frnt i of the 
hawnie. For nie^i seyn fat hawnie groweth fere in gret 
plentee t nowhere elles, saf only at Bahyloyne, as I haue 32 
told 30U before. Wee wolden ban gon toward tlio trees 
No army full gladly, iif wc!0 liad inyght. But 1 trowe fat an .C. 

can liglktf ^ 

the beasts jMiH men of Amies inyghtew not nassen bo desertes 

desert. sally, for the gret mt^ltytudo of wylde liestci* t of grete 36 

dragoiiiis -fc of givLo serpen t66* ftit fere hen, fat sleii -i 
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duuoureii aH fat comc^i anoyutes liewi. In Jjat centre 
Mien iiiiinye white Olifantes wit/ioute-E nombre i of vny- [ifoi. ma] 
comes i of lyoims of many maneres And many of suclie 
4: bested fat 1 haue told before t of many ofer hydoase 
bested wit/iouten iiombre. Maiiyc othere yles pero bew in 
the loud of Prestro lobii t nianye grete ineriieyles fat 
w'ereH to long to tellen aH, bottle of his riccliesse t of bis 
8 nobless And of tlie grot plentee also of preciozis stones 
fat ho hath. I trowe fat 366 knowe wol yiiow t liaue 
herd seye wherfore this Einperour is dept Prestre lohn, The onjrm 
But natheles fur liowi fat knowen not I sdiaH soye 3 on 
12 the cause. It was somtyino an Emperour fere, fat was a 
worthi -fc a fuH iiuble Prynce, fat hadde cdstene knyghtos 
in his comp.iiiyc, as he hath fat is now. kSo it befeH An 
fat he hadde grot list for to see the seniiso in the chitche StJiided 
16 among cristene iiieii. And fan dured cristcndoin be^onde oidination 

it II m n rn ^ sorvice ill 

the see att TURKYEy SuRRYE, TaRTARIE, TERir-KALEM, 

Palestyne, Aeabye, HALAPrEB i aH the lond of 
Egypte. Ho it befeH fat this Einperuiir cam with a 
20 cristene knyght wii/i him in to a chirche in Egypt And 
it was the Satorday in wyttsoiiw^oke And the Bisslioj)!) 
made ordres. And ho beheld t listeiid the seniyse fuH 
tentyfly And ho asked the cristeiic knyglit what men of 
24 degree fei scholden ben fat the jirelate had before him. 

And the knyght answerde t seyde fat fei scholde be^i He was so 
jirestes. And fan the Empe^'oivr seyde fat he wolde 
no longer hew dept kjnig iie Emperour, hut Freest And be called 
28 fat he wolde haue tlie name of the firste preest fat wente and named 
out of the cliircho. And his name was Ioeen. And so John^aftera 
euereinore sitliens he is de]>t Prestre lolin. In his loud 
he?i man ye cristeiie me?i of gode feytli -t of gode lawe i 
32 namely of hem of the same con tree t ban comouw^ly hire [ 2 foi. i 2 G 6 ] 
prestes fat syiigtm the messe t maken the sacremewt of his subjects 
the awtier of bred right as the Greeks don. But fei timiSifke 

, , , . ^ - , , tbe Greeks, 

seye not so manye tlnnges at the messe as men don liere, audsing 

. , mass 

30 bor fei .seye not hut only bat bat the Apostles scyden, without the 
' , T ^ j j «/ additions 

as uure lord taugute hejji. Eight as Seynt Peter t seynt 
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Thomas t ilie ofer Aro>7’LES soiigeii the mess, seyeiige 
the PATE/i NOSTAVi t the \vordc5 of the sacremeiit. But 
wee haiie many mo Addic/owiis j?at dyuerse Popes 
made J)at ])ei ne kiiowe not offe. 4 


cii. XXXIV. OF THE HILLES OF GOLD J^AT PISSEMYRES 
KEPEN, AND OF THE .IIIJ. FLODES J?AT 
COMEN FROM PARADYS TERRESTRE. 


Tlie fruitful 
isle of 
Taprobane. 


Tlie sea 
voyage. 


Chryse and 
Arj'yre, the 
j;ohl and 
silver isles, 
(1 fol. Iii7(i] 


T lift gold IS 
■Wutclied liy 
giant ants. 


T oward the Est partye of Prestre lolines loud is 
an yle gode -t gret fat men clepen Taprobane fat 
is flip nuhle t fuH f^llctuo^^s And the hyng fereof is fuH 
riche -t is under the oheyssance of Prestrd lohn. And 8 
aRweys fere fei make hire kyiig he eleccj^oiwi. In fat 
yle beii .ij. soMA'/iEs i .ij. wyntres -t mew hervesten the 
corn twyes a ^eer. And in aH the cesoiins of the ^eer 
hew the ganlynes iiorissclife. )5ere dwollew gode folk t 12 
resonable i manyo cristene mew aniouge^’ hem fat hew so 
riclio fat fei wyto not what to done 'wiih hire godes. Of 
oldo tyme whan mew passed fro?w the loud of Prestre 
lohn vnto fat yle mew inaden ordyiiance for to passe by 16 
sebippe .xxiij. dayes or more, But now mew passen by 
schippe in .vij. dayes ; And men may” see the botme of 
the see in many places, for it is not fuH: depe. Besyde 
fat yle toward the Est hew .ij. of cr yles And mew clepen 20 
fat on Grille t ])at other Argyte, of the whiche aR the 
lond is Myne of gold t syluer. And fo yles be^l right 
where fat the Rede see ^ doparteth fro the see Oucean, 
And in fo yles mew seen fer no sterres so clorely as in 24 
ofer places, For ])ere apperen no sterres but only o clere 
sterre fat mew clepen Canapos. And fere is not the 
mone seyii in aH the lunacioux saf only the seconde 
quarterouw. In the yle also of f is Taprobane ben grete 28 
hilles of gold fat pissemyres kepe?i fuR diligently, And 
fei fyiien the pured gold -t casten a wey tlie vnpured. 
And ])eise pissemyres hew grete as honndes so fat noinaw 
dar come to fo hilles, for the pissemyres woldo assayllen 32 
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t liGiH anon, so fat iiumaii may gete of fat 

f^old Lub be i^ret sleiglite. And berfore whan it is gret in hot 

1 . , , r weather, the 

hcte the pisseinyres resien hew in the erthe fro7>t pryme natives take 

4 of the day in to noon And ban the folk of the contrco of the ants* 

•' stay iHhnIo 

taken Camayles, dromedaries t noRS t of er bostes t gon the earth. 

thider -t chavgen liewi in aH haste fat fei may. And 

after fat fei (leen awey iu all fat the bestes may go or the 

8 pisseinyres come?i out of the erthe. And in ofer tyines 

whan it is not so liote -t fat the pisseinyres ne resten hem 

nut in the erthe, fan fei geten gold be this sotyltee. pai jjaskets*^**^ 

taken mares fat haw 3 onge colics or fules i leyii vpon the 

12 mares voyde vesselles made ferforo t fei ben ah open 

abouew t hangynge lowe to the erthe. And fawne fei 

sendo forth ])0 mares for to pastare?^ ahoiite fo billes t 

w^t^huldeli the foies wit// hem at liome. And wliaw the 

16 pisseinyres sen fo vesselles, fei lepon in anow, And foi 

haw this kynde, fat fei leto no thing hen empty among 

hem, but anon foi iillen it, be it what inaner of fing fat 

it be, H so fei fillen fo vesselles vriili gold. And whan [i foi. 1276 ] 

20 fat the f(dk sui)poscii fat the vesseH hen fulle, )3ei putten 

forth Anon the 30 iige foies t maken he?n to ny^ou after Then the 

hire dames -t fan Ano?t the mares retornen towarde^ hire to their 

foals. 

foies wit^ hire charges of gold i fan men dischargen hem 

24 t geten gold ynow be this sotyltee, For the pissemyres 

wole suffren bestes to gon and pasturen amonges hem, 

hut no man in no wyse. And be 3 ondc the loud t the 

yles t the desertes of Presire lohues lordschq^e in goynge 

28 streight towardes the est, men fynde no fiug hut 

niontayues t roches fuH: grete. And fere is the derke TiieLand 

of Darkness. 

Itegyoun Where no man may see noufer bo day ne be 
nyghte as fei of the contree seyn. And fat desert i fat 
32 place of derknesse duren fro this cost vnto paraclys 
terrestre, where fat Adam oure formest fader -fc Eue weren 
putt fat dwellcden fere but iytyii while, And fat is 
towardes the Est at the begyimynge of the erthe. But 
36 fat is not fat Est fat we ciepe cure Est on this half, 
where the sonne risetli to vs, for whaniie the soniie is Est in 
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j?o partyes toward poradys terrestro, it is fanno iiiydiiyglU 
iti oiire parties o tliis half for the rouiideness of the ertlio, 
of the wliiclie I haue towched to 30U of lieforo. For oure 
lord god made tlie ertlie ali rowiid, in the luydde place of 4 
the firmament, And fere as moiv/itaynes t hilies hen i 
valeyes fat is not hut only of Xoes flodo fat wasted tlie 
softe ground -t the teiidre -b feH: doun into valeyes. And 
the harde ertlie -fc the roclie ahyden inoiintaynes, AYhan 3 
the soft ertlie t tendre wax nessclle forgli the water -fc 
feU and ^hecame^i valeyes. Of paradys ne can I not 
speken propiirly for I was not fere ; it is fer hc^oiide -fc 
fat fortlmdvetli me. And also I was not worthi. But as 12 
I liaue herd seye of wyse me^i he3oiido, I schatt telle 30U 
wit/i gode wiH. Paradys terrestre, as wise men seyn is 
the highest place of erthe ])at is in aH the world And it 
is so high fat it toiiclieth nygll to the cercle of the mono, 16 
fere as the iiioiie niaketh hire torn. For sche is so high 
pat the flode of il^oo ne myght not come to hire fat wolde 
haue coiiered aH fo ertlie of the world aH ahowte -t 
ahouen -t heiietheii, saf pamdys only allone And tliis 20 
paradys is enclosed aH ahoute wztk a waH t men wyte 
not wherof it is, Por the walles he?i cuiiered aH oner 
wztk niosse, as it semeth. And it seineth not fat the 
waH is ston of nature ne of iwn of er thing fat the waH is. 24 
And fat waH streccheth fro the SoUTif to the north And 
it hath not hut on entree ])at is closed witA fyre 
hreimynge, so fat noiuan fat is mortaH ne dar not eiitren. 
And ill the most high place of paradys, eueno in the 28 
niyddei place, is a welle fat casteth out the .iiij. tlodes 
fat renni'n he dyuerjse louden. Of the wdiiche the iirste 
is clepi Piii.sox or Ganges, fat is aH on, and it renneth 
forghoiit YNDB oi’Emlak, In the wdiiclie Byuereben manye 32 
preciouse stones And mocliel of Lignu Aloes And moclie 
graiieH of gold. And fat ofer Eyiiere is elept hTiLUS or 
Gyson, fat goth he Ethiope -t after he Egypt. And fat 
ofer is dept Tigris, fat renneth he Assirye -t he Armenyb 36 
the grete. And fat other is dept Euerate fatreiinctli also 
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be ]\1 liDEE i Le Ar^monye and be Vek^ye, And men pero 
be^onde seyii j?at alle tbe swetc ■\vatrcs of tlie "world 
abouo'H t benetlieii taken liire begyiinynge of jjat wello of 
4 Pamlys And out of pat welle aii wafcres conie^i t gon. 
The firste Ityuere is dept Phison, pat is to seyne in hire 
langage Assembles, For manye opere liyiieres iiieten 
\wiit ])erc i gon into pat Itynere. And au/yanen clepen it 
8 Ganges for a kyng pat was in ynde pat bighle Gangeres t 
pat it I'an porghont bis loud. And pat water [is] {^) in siim 
place clere -t in sum place trouble, In sum place hoot t in 
sum i)lace cold. The seconde liyiiere is dept Nilus or 
12 Oyson, for it is adwey trouble And GysonIu the langage 
of Ethiope is to seye trouble. And in the langage of 
Egipt also. The thridde Ityuerc pat is dept Tigris is as 
inoclie for to seye as fastc ronnynge For ho ronneiii more 
16 fasle pan ony of the topere And also pere [is] (i) a best pat 
is ck'ped Tigris ])at is faste rcmiyngo. The four the Eyuere 
is dept Eufratbs, ]jat is to seyne wel berynge for pere 
growen many godes vpon pat Eyuere as comes, frutes t 
20 opere godes ynowe i>lentee. And 300 schuH: vnderstonde 
pat noman pat is luorteH ne may not approchen to pat 
paradys. For bo londe noma^i may go for wyldo bestes 
pat hen in the do^ertes t for the high inoii?itaynes t grete 
24 huge Itoches pat noma?t may passe by, for tlie derke 
places pat ben pere t pat manye. And be the Eyueres 
may nomaw g*"), for the water rewneth so rudely -b so 
sdiarply bec.'uise pat it conieth doiiw so outrageously 
28 ‘‘^i’rtjwi the high places a])ouew, pat it renneth in so grete 
wawes pat no schipp may not rowe ne seylc a 3 enes it. 
And the water rorerli so -t inaketh so huge noysc t so gret 
tempest ]>at nomaw may here oper in the schipp, pough 
32 he cryedc w^'t/i aH the craft pat he cowde in the liieste 
voys pat he myghte. Many grete lordes haw assayed w^t^ 
gret wille many tymes for to passeii be po ryueres toward 
paradys wit/i fuH grete coinpanyes. But pei myghte not 
36 speden in hire viage. And manye dyeden for weryness of 
(b is, missiug, 0. 
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Some weie 
timd to 
death, 
ome 
became 
blind aiid 
deaf. 

Some were 
drowned. 


ruwyiine a^oiist f)o strongu wawes, And many of Ihmh 
ljecaiue?i Id^mde Aud many devo for the iioyso of tbe 
■water. Aud suwiine weren. [lerissclit t loste wifclijiiiic the 
wawes, so fab iiu mortett man may approclio to fat place 4 
vvitAouteji specyaH grace of god, so fat of fat place I can 
sey ^ou iioinore Aud ferfore 1 schatt holde me stille Aud 
retoriioi to fat fat I liaue seen. 


CIu XXXV. 


From the 
Anfciimdes 
travellers 
turn, back, 
instead of 
proceeding 
round the 
woUd. 


[1 fol. 129i»] 


Kan-sou. 


Dei'Sity of 
its 

poj Illation. 


A we.dthy 
and 

powerful 

province. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF KYmES i Oi)ERE MT 
DWBLLEN IN THE YLES COSTYNGE TO 
TEESmE lOHNES LOND, AND OF THE WOR- 
SCHIPE MT THE SONE DOTH TO THE FADER 
WAN HE IS DEDE. 

F RO^r fo yles fab I hane spoken of before in tlie loud 8 
of Prestre lolin, fat ben vnder ertlie as to vs fat 
bell 0 this half And of ofer yles fat Len more rurtliere 
be30iide, Wlioso wii pursne^i hem for to come^i ajen right 
to the parties fat he cam fro -fc so enviroune aii ertlie. 12 
but what for the yles, what for the see -t what for strong 
rowyngo fewc folk assayeii for to passen fat passage, aii 
be it fat niew inyglite don it w'el fat inyglit ^ hen of power 
to dresse hm^ fere to as I liaue seyd 30U before. And 16 
ferfore mm retul■ue^^ from fo yles aboueseyd be ofer yles 
costyiige fro the loud of Prestre lolin And fawne conie?^ 
men in returnynge to an yle fat is clept Casson And fat 
yle hath wel .lx. iorneyes in lengthc i more fan .1. in 20 
hrede. This is the heste yle i the boste kyiigdom fat is 
in aii fo partyes oiittaken Cathay. And jif the mar- 
ebawntee vsedeu als moche fat contro as fei don Catiiay, 
it woldo ben better fan Cathay in a schort ■^vhile. This 24 
contree is fiiH wel euhabyted i so fuii of cytees -t of gode 
townes -fc enhahytod w^’t/i peple, fat whan a ma?i goth out 
of 0 cytee me^i seen another cytee euene before Lem. 
And fat is what partye fat a man go in aii fat contree. 28 
In fat yl(3 is grot pleiitee of aii godes for to lyue v^iKh -t 
of aii mail ere of spices And fere Ijen grebe forestes of» 
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CflESTEYNES. The kyng of fat yle is fuH: riclie t fiiH 
niygHty And natlieles lie holt his loud of the grete Chane 
•t is obeyssaiit to him, For it is on of the .xij. pyouynces 
4 fat the gret Chane hath vnder him wit/ioutew his propre 
lond t w^t/ioutew ofer lesse yles fab he hath, for ho 
hath fuH: maiiye. From fat kyngdom comen in 
retnmynge to anofer yle fat is dept Eyboth t it is also Tibet, 

8 vnder the grete Chane })at is a fnS gode contree -t fuH: 
plentefo^^s of all godes -t of wyncs t friit -t aH ofer 
ricchess. And the folk of fat eontree han none houses 
hut fei dwelleji -t lyggeii all vnder tentes made of hlak 
12 feme hy aH tlie contree. And the princypaH cytee t the 

most royatt is ah walled witA hlak slon t white, ^And [ifoi. isoaj 
aH the stretes also hen pathed of the same stones. In fat 
cytee is nonla^^ so hardy to schede hlode of noma^i ne of 
16 no best for the reuerence of an ydole fat is worschipt 

fere. And in fat yle dwelloth the Pope of hire lawe fat The Grand 
fei clepen lohassy. This Lob assy ^eueth aH the benefices 
i alle ofer dignytees t aH ofer thingee fat belongen to 
20 the ydole And alle f o fat holden ony thing of hire chirches, 

Eeligioiis t of ere oheyeu to him as mew don here to the 
Pope op Eome. In fat yle fei han a custom he aH the 
contree fat whan the fader is ded of ony man t the sone Punewi 
24 list to do gret worschipe to his fader, he sendetli to aH 
his frendes t to aH his kyn -b for roligiotis mew -t preestes 
■t for niynstraH also gret plentee. And f awne mew beren 
the dede body vnto a gret hiH wM gret ioye -t solempnyte * 

28 And whan fei han broughte it thider the chief prelate 

smyteth of the hede And leyth it vpon a gret platere of The <iend 
gold or of sylufif, jif [he] (i) he so ryche a luaM. And 
fan he taketh the hede to the sone And f anne the sone -fc 
32 his ofer kyn syngen i seyn manye orisouws. And f awne 
the prestes t the Eeligiot^ mew smytew aH the body of 
the dede man in peces And fawne fei seyn certeyn 
orisonns. And the foules of raveyne of aH the contree The birds 
36 abowten knowen the custom of long tynie before [t] come« 

(^) ho, missing, C, 
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The funeral 
service. 

[1 f(jl, 1306] 


The family 
are 

honoured if 
many birds 
partake. 


The head is 
eaten by the 
best friends. 


The skull is 
made into a 
cup. 


[2 fol. 131 a] 


fleenge aboue 7 ^ in the eyr as Egles, Glebes, Eauenes t 
oJ)ere foiiles of ra\eyiie pat ete?i flescla. And pan tlie 
pieesies casten the gobettes of the llesch i pan tlie foules 
eche of hew taketli pat he may -fc goth a litiH pens i 4 
eteth it, And so pei don wdiils ony pece lasteth of the 
detle body. And after pat, as preestgs amonges vs syngen 
for the dede : ^ Subuenite sancti dei t cetera , right so 
po prcstes syngen \v{t7i high voys in hire laiigage : Be- 8 
lioldeth how so worthi a mm t how gocle a man this was, 
pat the Aungeles of god comew for to sechen him t for to 
bryngew hiwt in to paradys. And panne seineth it to the 
sone pat ho is highliche worschipt whan pat manye briddes 12 
t foules of raveyne come?^ t eten his fader, And he pat 
hath most nomhre of foules is most worschiped. And 
panne the sone bryngeth boom witA him aH his kyn t 
his frendes -fc aH the opere to his hows -fc maketh hem a 16 
gret feste, And pawne aH his frendes maken hire avaunt t 
hire dalyance how the foules comew pider, here .v. here 

ti 

.vj. here .x. t pore .xx. t so forth t pei reioyssen hem 
hugely for to speke pore of. And whaw pei he^i at mete, 20 
the sone let hrynge forth the liede of his fader -t pere of 
ho 3 eueth of the liesch to his most specyaH frendes in 
stede of entremess or a sukkarke. And of the hrayn 
pa?ine he letetli make a cuppe t pere of drynketh he -t 24 
his oper frendes also, witi^ gret deuociouw in remem- 
brance of the holy maw pat the Aungeles of god ban 
oten. And pat cuppe the sone schaH kepe to drynken 
of aH his lif tyme in remembrance of his fadir. Erom 28 
fat lond in retumynge he .x. iorneys porgh out 
the lond of the grete Chane is anoper gode yle -t a 
gret kyngdom where the kyng is fuH riche -t ;^myghty. 
And amonges the riche man of his coutree is a passyiige 32 
riche maw pat is no Prynce ne duk ne Erl, But 
he hath mo pat holden of hiwi loiides t opcr lord- 
schipes, for he is more riche, for he hath euery 3 eer of 
annueH rente .CCC. MiH. ^ hors charged w^ th corn of 36 
dyuerse greynes i of 1735 . And so he ledelh a fuH nohh) 
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lif t a delycale after the custom of the contree. For lie 
hatii euery day .1. faire dainyseles oR maydenes fat senieii 
him eacremore at liis mote -b for to lye be lie?n o iiyglit i 
4 for to do witA liem fat is to bis plesance. And vdian be 
is at the table fei brynge^i bim bys mete at euery tynio 
.V. and .V. togedre And in bryngynge lure seruyse fei 
syngen a song And after fat fei kntten bis mete t putten 
8 it in bis inoutb, for be towebetR notbing ne liandletR 
noiigbt, but lioldetR eneremoro bis bondes before bim vpon 
the table. For be batR so longe nayles fat be may take 
no tiling ne handle no tiling. For the noblesse of fat 
12 contree is to bane longe nayles t to make bem growen aH 
weys to bo?i als longe as mew may, And fere hen manye 
in fat contree fat ban hire nayles so longe fat fei 
eiivyrouiie aii the bond, And fat is a gret noblesse. And 
16 the nobless of tbo womnien is for to bauen smale feet -t 
litiH, And f erf ore anew as fei hen born, fey lete bynde 
biro feet so streyte fat fei may not growew half as nature 
wolde. And tbis [is] {^) tbo nobleye of tlie womnien fere 
20 to bane sniale feet t lityH. And aHwoys f (dse damyselcs 
fat I spak of lieforn syngen all tlie tyme fat tbis ricbo 
man otetR. And wbaii fat be etetR no more of bis iirste 
cours Jjaiiiie ofer .v. t .v. of faire dainyseles bryngen bim 
24 bis scconde cours aH weys syngynge as fei dide beforn. 
And so fei don contynucdly euery day to tbe ende of bis 
mete i ni tbis manere ^ be ledetR bis lif And so dide fei 
before bim fat werew bis Auncestres t so scliiiH fei fat 
28 comew after him, w^tAoutew doynge of ony dedee of 
Amies, ])ut lyucw eueremore fns in ese as a swyii fat is 
fedd in sty for to ])ew made fatte. He batR a fuH fair 
palays i fiiH ricbo, where fat be dwelletR jnne, of the 
32 whicbo the walles ben in cyreuyt .ij. myle. And be batR ’ 
wit/g'iine many faire gardynes And many faire balles -t 
chambres And tbe pawnient of liis balles ± cliamljres b(m 
of gold t syliier. And iu tbe niyd place of on of hys 
36 gardynes is a lyiyH nioiiwtayiio 'Whore ]?ere is a lityH 
C) in, missing, C. 
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[i fol. 131 6] 
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medevvfi Aii<l in pal nieilevre is n litjH tootliiH touivs 
t pjnacles aH of gold And in pat lityli toofcliiH wole lie 
sytten often tyme for to taken tlie ayr t to desporte^i 
liyni. For pat place is made for no fing elles but only 4 
for liis dosport. Fro pat coiitrce mm comm be the lond 
of the grete Chane also pat I bane spoken of before. 
And^ee scluiH: vndirstonde pal of aH: feise contrees i of 
aH feise yles -fc of aH the dyiierse folk pat I bane spoken 8 
of before, i of dyuei*se lawes t of dyuerse beleeves j?at 
fei ban,, 3 it is fere non of \mm alle but pat fei ba?^ sum 
resoiui w^t/iiu hem t understondynge, but ^if it be the 
fewere, -t pat lian certeyn Articles of oiire feilb t siimme 12 
gude poynt^s of cure beleeve. And pat fei beleeven in 
god fat formede aH f ing -t made the worhl And clepen him 
god of nature, after fat the prophete seyth : Et metuent 
EUi¥ oiiNES FINES TEJiRE, And also in anofer place : Oain'ES 16 
GENTES SEEUIBNT El, j^at is to seyiie : Alle folk scluil 
seniew him. But ^it fei cone not speken perfytly, for 
fere is no ^mm to techen hem, but only fat fei cone 
deuyse he hire natureH wytt. For fei ha% no knou- 20 
lecbe of the sone ne of the holy gost. But fei cone 
aH speken of the Bible -t namely of Genesis, of the 
prophetes sawes And of the bokes of Moyses. And fei 
seyn wel fat the creatures fat worschipen hem ne hen 24 
no goddes, but fei worschipen hem for the vertiie fat is 
in hem fat may not be but only be the grace of god. 
And of Simulacres -t of ydoles fei seyn fat fere hen 
no folk but fat fei han Simcjlaoees And fat fei seyn 28 
for wee cristen men han yinage^, as of oiire lady -t of 
of ere seyniee fat wee worschipen, iToght the ymages of 
tree or of ston, but the seyntes in whoos name fei hen 
made after. For right as the bokes -t the scripture of 32 
hem techew the clerkes how t in what nianere fei schuH 
heleeven, right so the y mages t the peyntyngee techen 
the lewed folk to worschipew the seyntes ^ to bane 
hem in hire mynde in whoos name fat fe ymages hen 36 
made after. p)ei seyn 'also fat the aungeles of god 
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s^jekeu to hem in ydoltis -t fat fei don manye grete 
niyraclob, And fei seyn so til fat fere is an aiiiigeii witAiii 
hem, For fere }>e?i .ij. inaner of auageles, a gotle t an The angels 
^ eiieli, as the Orekes seyn ; Cachlo and Calo. This throa|h the 
Cacho is the wykked auiigeH And Calo is the gode evil angels. 
anngeH, But the tofer is not the gode aungeii, but 
the wykked aungeH, fat is wWiinne the ydoles for to 
8 disoeyue^i hem -t for to meyutenen hem in hire errour. 

J?ere be-ii niiiuye ofer dyuerse contreos and inanye ofer 
inenieyles be^oiide fat I haue not seen, Wherfore of hem 
I ean not speke propiirly to teH 30U the maiiere of hem. r can speak 
12 ^ And also in the con'iees where I haue hen ben inanye what i have 
mo dyiiersitees of many wondirfuH thinges banne I make norofaii 
menc'itaw ol, ror it wore to lunge thing to deuyse 3011 *»een. 
the manere. And ferforc fat fat I haue deuysed 3on of 
16 certeyn contr(‘cs fat I haue spoken of before, I beseche 
3oure worlhi and excellent noblesse fat [it] Q-) sufhse to 30a 
at tliis tyme, For 3il' fat I deuysed 30U aH fat is be3onde 
the see, another ma?i perauiiter fat wolde peyneit him something 
20 t trauayllo his body for to go into fo marches for to forotheV®^ 
encerche fo coutrees myglite hen blamed he my wordes teiu** 
in rehercynge nianye straunge thinge^. For he myglite 
not seye no thing of newe, in the whiche the hereres 
24 inyghten haueii oufer solace or desport or lust or lykyng 
in the herynge. For mew seyn aH weys fat newe thinges 
t newe tydynges ben plesant to hero. Wherfore I wole 
liolde me stille \v^t^outen ony more reliercyng of dyuer- 
28 siteez or of meruiiylles fat ben be3onde, to fat entent t 
ende fat whoso wil gon into f 0 contrees ho schaH fynde 
ynowe to speke of, fat I haue not touched of in no wyso. 

And 3ee schufi: vndirstonde 3if it lyke 3011 fat at myii 
32 horn comynge I cam to Home t scliewed my lif to cure i c(mies.sed 
holy fadir the Pope t was assoylled of ati fat lay in my of 
conscience of many a dyuerse [greuous] (2) poynt, as men 
niosten nedes fat ben in company dwellyng among so 
36 many a dyuerse folk of dyuerse secte i of beleeve as I 

0 ) is, C, (‘-J) grouoiis, C. 

^lANDEVTLLF. p 
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liaue btiW. And ainoiiges aH I scliewed liyni this treiys 
pat I had made after iiifonnac^ou^i of men ^ pat knoweii 
of thiuges pat I had not seen my self, And jilso of nier- 
ueyles and customes pat I liadde seen my self, as fei* as god 4 
wolde 3 euo inc grace, And hesoughte his holy fadirhode, 
pat my boke myghte ben examyned and corrected be 
avys of his wyse -t discreet conseilt. And oure holy 
fader of his speml grace reniytted my boke to bew 8 
examyned t preued be the Avys of his seyd conseiH, 

Be the wbiche my boke was preened for trewe jii so 
moche pat pei schewed me a boke pat my boke was 
examynde by, pat comprehended fuH moche more be an 12 
hundred part, be the wliiclie the Mappa mundi was made 
after. And so my boke, ali be it pat many me« ne list 
not to ^eue credence to no ping but to pat pat pei seen 
wM hire eye, ne be the Auctoiir ne the persone neiier so 16 
trewe, is affermed t preued bo oure holy fader in maner 
i forme as I haue seyd. 


A nd I lohn MaundevyH knyght aboueseyd, aB pougli 

I be vnworthi, pat departed frowi oure contrees 20 
■t passed the see the ^eer of grace a .MiB .ccc. -t .xxij. 
pat haue passed many londee -t inaiiyc yles -t contrees 
i cerched maiiye fuH strange places. And haue hen in 
many a fuH gode honourable compaiiye i at many a fairo 24 
dede of armes, alt he it pat I dide none myself for myn 
vnahle jnsufiisance ; And now I am comen horn mawgree 
myself to reste for gowtes Artetykes pat me distreynen ; 
pat deffynen the ende of my labour, a^enst my will god 28 
knoweth. And pics takynge solace in my wrech^ched 
reste recordynge the tyme passed I haue fulfilled peise 
thiuges t piitte hem wryten in this boke, as it wolde 
come into my mynde, the 3 eer of grace a .Mill .ccc. i .Ivj. 32 
in the .xxxiiij. jeer pat I departede from oure contrees. 
Wherfore I preye to aS the rederes i hereres of this 
boke jif it pleso hem pat pei wolde preyen to god for me 
nd I schall preye foi hem. And alle po put seyn for 36 
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me a Patfij poster v^ith an Aub maeia ]>ai god foi^eue 
mo my sy lines I make liem parfceneres t graxmte hem part 
of ah [fe] (^) gode pilgry mages -fc of aH the gode dedes pat 
4 I hane don, jif ony he^i to his plesance. And noght only 
of po, hut of aH pat eiiere I schaK do vnto my lyfes ende. 

And I beseche almyghty god fro whom all godeness -t 
grace cometh fro, pat he vouchesaf of his excellent mercy 
8 t hahundant grace to fuHfylle hire soules -with inspira- 
ciou^i of the holy gost in makynge defence of aH hire 
gostlv eneinyes liere in ertlie, to hire saluac'iouw bothe 
of body t soule to worschipe -t thankynge of him pat is 
12 pree t on wit^^oute^ begynnynge t w^tAoiitew endyiig 
pat is wzt/ioute^i {jualitee good, w^tAoutew qwantytee gret 
pat in alle places is present and aH thinges conteynynge 
the whichc pat no goodness may amende ne non eueli 
16 empcyre, pat in perfyte Trynyteo lytieth -t regneth god be 
alle wovl(le .9 t be all tymes. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Q) ])e, blotted out in C. 
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[From MS. Egorton 19S2 we reprint the passage missing m 
Chaiiter XV, p. S2.] 

Ncuerljeles fat table eiieniiare dreppez oel as it ware of 
oliue, And far es a vcssett of marl >le vnder f o table to 
ressnyue fo oel. farofP fai giffe to pilgnmes for it lieles of 
many sekeness. And men saise fat if it be kepod wele i 
seuen 3 ere eftorwardee it tnrnes in io flescli and bind. 
Fra Sardenak men coinez thurgli fo vale of Bocliar fe 
whilk es a faire vale and a plentifows of aH maner of 
friiyte and it es anianges hilles and fer er farin fair 8 
ryuers and grele medews and noble pasture for bestez. 
And men gas by fe monnt.es of libane wbilk lastoz fra 
Ermony fe mare to wai*des fe north vnto Dan fe whilk 
es fo end of fo ^land of repromissioim to ward fe north 12 
as I faid before, fir liillos er ri^t frnytfnH And fare er 
many faire wellos and cedres and cipressez and many 
ofer treesse of diiierse kyndes; ])are or also many gude 
tonnes to ward fe lieued of fir liillos fuH: of folk. 16 

B Etwene fe citee of arkez and f e citee of Eapliane es 
a riuer fat es called Sabatory for on fe seterday it 
rynnez fast and ait fe woke ellcs it standes stiH and 
rynnez nojt or (dies hot fairely. lletwene fe forsaid hilles 20 
also os anofer water fat on nyghtes fresez hard and on 
days es na frost sene feron. And as men comez agayne 
fra fase hilles es a liiH hior fan any of fe ofer and fai 
caE it fare fe hegh hilt fare es a grete citee and a faire 24 
fe ^\diilk es called Tryplo In fe wliilk er many gude 
cristen men Remand fe same rytes and cnstomes fat we 
vse. Fra feine men comoz by a citee ]>at es called Eeriich 
whare sayne gcorge slew fe dragou^^ and it es a glide 28 
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toune ard a faire castoH Jierin And it es .iij. imm^z fra 
)?e forsaid citee of Sardenak. At fe ta syde of Berncli 
.xvj. myle to come hiderward es ])e citee of Sydon. At 
4 IjorncR entres pilgnines in to ])e see fat wiH com to Cipre 
and pai aryfe at fe porfce of Surry or of Tyere and so fai Tyre, 

com to Cipre in a ]yi>iH S})ace Or men may com fra fe 

porte of Tyre and com no^t at Cipre and aryfe at sum 
8 hauen of grece and so come to Jdse partyse as I said 
before. 

1 T" hafe talde ^ow now of po ways ])y wliilk men gase The inngor 
X. ferrest and langest to ierttsaleni as by babilon and [i foi. 51 6] 

32 monwt syiiay and many oper placoz wiiilk p herd me teH 

off and also by wliilk ways men schaH tunio agayne to fe 

land of repromissiouw, now niil I teH 30W fe Tightest 

way and be schortest to iertisalem. For sum men wiH The shorter 
^ . way. 

16 no^t ga fe tofer, auni for fai hafe no 3 t spending ynogh, 

sum for fai hafe na glide cumpany and sum for fai may 

no^t endure fe lang trauail, sum for fai drede fam of 
many perils of dosertes sum for fai wiH haste fam hame- 

20 ward desirand to see fare ivifes and fare childer or for 
sum ofer rcsonahle cause fat fai hafe to tunic sone hatne. 

And ferfore I wiH schew how men may passe tittest and 
in schortest tyme make faire pilguhiage to ierwsalem. 

24 A man pal comes fra fo landes of fe west he gas thiirgh 
frannce biirgoyne and lumbardy and so to Venice or geen 
or sum ofer hauen and schippes fare and wendez by eee 
to fe lie of ^rejf fe whilk pertenez to fe lanuenes, And Corfu. 

28 seyne he aryuoz in grece at porte MmvJt or at Valon or Vaiona. 
at Duras or at sum ofer hauen of pal cuntree and ristez Durazzo. 
him fare and byez him vitailes and schippez agayne and 
sailez to Cipre and aryuez fare at famagost and coniez Cyprus. 

32 no 3 t at fe He of Eodes. Faniagost es fe chieff hauen 
of Cipre And fare he refreschez him and purnays him of 
vitailes and fan he gase to schippe and comez na mare on 
land ^if he wiH before he come at porte laffe pat es fe Jaffa. 

36 next hauen to ierwsalem for it es hot a day iownee 
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and a half fra iemsalem \iat es to say .xxxvj. niyle. Fra 
])ti porto lalfe men gase to ])o citoo of Eames fe wliilk es 
hot a lytill peine and it es a faire citeo and a gude 
and injdiiH folk perin* And trttfeoiiteii ]>at citee toward 4. 
pe south is a kirk of oure lady whare onre lord scliewed 
him tin hir in three clondes pe whilk hctakned pe 
trinitee And a lytiH peine es ane oper citee pa^ men 
callez Disfolis hot it higlit sum tynie Lidda a faire citee B 
and a welc inhabited. Jparc es a kirk of sayno george 
wliarc he was lieuedid. Fra peine men gase to ])e casteH 
of Emails And so to pe nioivBt ioy J^arc may pilgriines 
first see to ier^isalem At mount ioy liggez Samuel pc 12 
prophete. Fra peine men gase to ier^tsalem. Beside pir 
ways es pe citee of RamatJia and pe mount Modyn And 
perofi was Matatliias ludas Machahotfs fader And pare er 
pe graiies of po ]Maclial)ecz. Be;ond Itamatha cs pe 16 
towne of Techiie wharotf Amos pe p?‘ophete was And pare 
es his grafe. 

I hafe table 30 W before of pe haly placez ]iat er at 
ientsalem and ahoutc it and perfore I wiH speke 20 
namare of pain at ])is tyiue, Bot I iviH turne agayne and 
scliewe 30 W oper ways a man may passe mare by land 
and namely for paim ]iat may nojt siift’er pe sauowr of pe 
see hot es leiier to ga by land if aH it he pe mare payne. 24 
Fra a man he on trod in to pe see he schaH passe tiH ane 
of pe haiions of lumhardy For pare pare es pe best making 
of piinieamice ^of vitailes or he may passe to leen or 
Venice or sum oper And he sail passe hj see into grece 28 
to pe porte Mirrok or to Yalon or to Diiras or sum oper 
hauen of pa^ cuntree And fra peine he siiH: ga by land to 
Constantinople And he saH passe })e water pa^ es called 
Brace sayne george ])e wliilk es ane arme of Jie see. And 32 
fra peine lie sail by land ga to Ruffyndd wliaje a glide 
casteh es and a strang And fra peine he sail ga to 
Fulueral and seyne to pe casteH of f^ynople and fra peine 


Smope. 
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to CapadocG pat os a groto emitroo er many greto 

liilles And he saH ga thurgli Turhy to ]?o of 

CJiiutoh and to ])e citce of Nyke whilk es hot .vij. myle 
4 peine, J:>at citoo wanne po Tnikes fra pe Qm]}erour of 
Constantinople and it es a faire citee and wele walled on 
pe ta syde And on pe toper syde es a greto lake and a 
greto riiier pe whilk es called Lay. Fra peine men gase 
8 hy pe hilles of l!?‘ainuont and hy pe vales of jMaillmns 
and straite folies And by pe tonne of Ormanx or by pe 
tonnes pat or on Riday ami Scanlon pe whilk or greto Hoiaciea, 
wat^’rs and noble And so to Anlioche pe lesse whilk es 
12 sett on pe ryiKiV of Eiclay and pare aboutes er many gude 
hilles awl fairti and many laire wodes and grete plentee 
of wylde bestos forto liniit at. 

A Nd ho pat wiH ga anoper way he schaH ga by pe 
phiynes of Eomany costayand pe roinayn see. 

On pat costp os a faire casteH pat men callez Floracli and 
it os right a strang place And vpporinare amang pe 
niountaynes es a faire citee pat es called Toursont ^ and Tarsus. 

20 pe citoo f>f Longemaath and po citee of Assere and pe cite 

of Marmisfre. And when a man es passed })ase nioun- Mopsuesta. 
taynes and pase folies he gase by pe citee of Marioch cuaichidia 
awl by Artoise whare os a grete brigg apon pe riuer of 
24 feme pat os called Rarfar and it es a greto riner berand Pharpar 

or Oroiitcs 

schippes and it rynnes ri^t fast onto of pe niountaines to 
pe cite of Bamasc And ])esyde pe citee of Bamasc es 
anuper grete riner pat comes fra po hilles of liban whilk 
28 men callez Ahhana. At pe passing of pis riuer saynt Abana. 
Eustace pat sum tyino was called Plaeidas lost his wyf 
and his twa cliilder. }?is riuer rynnes thurgh pe playne 
of Archades and so to ]?o reed see. Ph';! peine men gase 
32 to pe cite of Phenice wdiare or hate welles «nnd hate bathez 
And pan men gase to pe cite of Feme and betw(‘ne 
Phenice and P'erne er .x. myle. And pare er many faire 
woddes. And pan men comez til AntMoclie whilk es Antioch 
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[I ful. 5B 6] 

Tripoli. 


Haifa. 


Caesarea. 


TIic laod 
journey. 


Prussia, 

Tartary. 


.X. luyle feiiie Anti it es a faire citee and wole walled 
aljuute w^'t^ many faire toures And it es a grete cite Lot 
it was Sinn tyine gretter fan it esii owe For it was sum 
tyme twa myle on lentil and on brede ofer half myle 4 
And tlinrgii fe inyddes of ^at citee ra^^ne fe water of 
Earpliar and a greto lirigg owor it and fare ware sum 
tyme in fo walles aboute fis eitce .ecc. and fyfty toures 
and at ilk a piler of fe brigg was a tonre. j?is es fe 8 
cheetfe cite of fe kyngdom of Surry And ten myle fra fis 
cite es fe porte ef Saynt Sijmeon and fare gase fe water 
off Farphar in to fe see. Fra Antiocbe men gase to a 
cite fat (3s called Lacuth and fan to Gehel and fan to 12 
Toriouse and fare nere es f e kind of Cliaxmd ^ and fare 
es a Strang castcH fat es called Maiibek. Fra tortouse 
passez men to Tryple by see or elies by land tburgb fe 
stray t of nioiintaynes and felles and fare es a citee fat es 16 
called Gibilet Fra Triple gase men til Acres And fra 
feine er twa ways to ierwsalein fe tane on fe left half 
and fe tofer on fe ri^t half. By f e left way men gase 
by daniasc aiid 'by'f e ' flum Iordan, By fe ri^t way men 20 
gase by Maryn and by fe land of Flagramy, And nere 
fe mouiitaynes vnto fe cite of Cayphas fai sum men 
callez fe casteli of rilgrwii(*a And fra feine to ien^salem 
er .iij. dajj^ibtirnez In fe wlnlk men scliall ga tburgb 24 
Cesaria Philippi and so to laffe and Barnes and fe 
casteil of Emp/as and so to iert^salein. JIow bafe I talde 
^ow.sum ways by land and by water fat men may ga by 
to f e haly land after f e cuntreez f ai fay com fra neucr- 28 
feles fai com all til ane ende. 

)Yt es fare anofer way to ie^^^salem aS by land and 
^ passe 1103 1 ]?e see fra fraimce or flauwdres hot fat 
way es fuH lang and perliows and of grete trauaile and 32 
f erf ore few gase fat way. He fai scliali ga fat way he 
schaB ga tliurgb Almayne and Pniyss and so to Tartary. 

])is tartary es balden of fe grete Caan of Cathay of 
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wham I think to f;peke efterward. )Dis es a fiiH iH laud 
and sandy and lytili friiyt herand For pare growes na 
come ne wyne ne ])cenes ne peese ne nanoper fiaiyt 
4 conable to man forto liffe wttA, Bot fare er bestez in 
gi’ete ple?itee And ferfore fai ete bot flescli w^'t^outew 
breed and soiipez pe bron And fai drink luylke of aii 
maner of bestez. 



PuiNTEfj IN Great Britain by 
Richard Clay & Sons, Limfied, 

ERUNSWrOKST., STAMl-ORD ST , S E. 1, 
and BUNOAY SUFFOLK. 







